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C1c.ThemateriaIsconsistentlyprovideopportunitiesto Q4) AR
read both literary and informationaltextsin the gradesthree

through five-tcomplexity band with scaffolding as needed %m b
atthe high end of the range.

C1d. Materials provide strategies for grade-level vocabulary O 4) extensive
acquisition.

OVERALLRATING: O4)extensive evidence éS) sufficient evidence O 2) some evidence O 1) weak evidence

SUMMARY STATEMENT (Explain why the materials received this overall rating):
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COMPONENT 2: QUESTIONS AND TASKS

At least 80% of all questions in the submission are high-quality text-dependent and text-specific questions. The overwhelming
majority of these questions reference specific text and draw student attention to the text they are reading. Text-dependent questions

that address the grade Jour standards will be described in greater depth in Alignment Criterion IT.

ALIGNMENT CRITERION |: RANGE AND QUALITY QF TEXTS

Materials must reflect a wide range of text types and genres, as required by the standards. In grade four, and across all other grade
levels, there should be ample texts on topics that can support sustained study. Knowledge built at one grade level should be expanded
in other grade levels. Topics should take into account individual student academic needs and interests in order to foster independent
reading. It is also imperative that the included topics and themes are compelling enough to read multiple times and are aligned to
district needs. Pay particular attention to the guidance provided in Appendix B of the Common Core State Standards.

| EVIDENCE

: GUIDING STATEMENTS . SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXT/MATERIALS . RATING
P T e 2 e 5o / i - = §O4) extensive
Literature and Informational Text \ v N ow D wo¥ ) ‘
5 3 i !‘:\"x;‘t .; N ‘\.\‘UVJ"S YA } A "/}S\
1a. The range of materials, both print and digital, allows )
teachersadstudentsto explorecontentthatcoherenﬂyand c e AU \ D Lo [ ,'O 3) sufficient
[ . . CTA A~ ~ e P ) ===~
| systematicallybuilds knowledgeandgrade-level RN \ v
vocabulary acrosssubjects, themes, andtopics. (See CCSS J U 0
AppendixB for examples of grade-level knowledge \@\2) some
demands.) Text setsalso address a wide variety of

student interest, and are likely to foster independent
reading. O 1) weak

1b. Textsets include a diverse range of high quality, culturally- A - . 2 ‘ (g 6 .. ‘Q4) A
responsiveandappropriate topics andthemes. Textsfrom RACEAVON Cro ol “’*’U\-SV%\

diverseculturesreflectthesame high-qualityfeaturesthat Q ¥ 3) sufficient
are demanded of all texts.

() 2) some

O 1) weak
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GUIDING STATEMENTS SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXT/MATERIALS

1c. Materials include a rich and diverse sampling of literary "'\_,\- K (o ( el Sl _
texts including, but not limited to: SRR N ) ) i
) ( \ ~ AR \ V7™ 4 AR l|"\ ¢ 1
* Stories, drama, prose, and poetry L:ﬂf' AT <;,7’~).u< vl ‘333\ (AN v‘..\]’
* Stories, myths, and traditional literature from v o g '

diverse cultures

T

1d.Therangeofinformationaltexts includes elections that: Y o - =

RN J'\L\j T < '\:«‘\\f\\r; A (
* Present historical events y
* Describe technical procedures PRLET.N
* Present scientific ideas orconcepts o
* Contain at least two texts on the same topic
* Present first and secondhand accountsofthe same

event or topic

+ Contain relevantvisual representations ofinformation

_1e. Stu_dent reading materials contain a range of AL { \Q’ Ao a\ N\ U\»\? ™\
Increasingly challenging selections that allow teachers to . -
build students’ ability to comprehend complex text and \ 1 . 10 ~\2 \%\_} UV

expand vocabulary throughout the school year. .;‘,yv'_v'.;}c— e

OVERALLRATING: O4)extensive evidence O3) sufficient evidence %ome evidence Q;)_-v;eak ;avidence
SUMMARY STATEMENT (Explain why thg materials received this overall rating): _ p
NSRRIV N O GA oy caal T M RN
VIO AHOTHE))

EVIDENCE
RATING

@)_ekt_éﬁs‘iv_e—

C)B) sufficient
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ALIGNMENT CRITERION II. QUESTIONS AND TASKS SUPPORT STUDENT LEARNING

Questions posed to students in the materials under review should support student learning
Jinding and producing the textual evidence to support responses, and in developing grade
specific words and phrases. Text for grade four students must include text-dependent questions that require the use of higher order
thinking skills. There should be a range of questions that require students to attend to the author’s language as his/her vehicle for
conveying meaning, as well as to support specific inferences with explicit details Jrom the text. Most questions should require

that the student refer to the text in several places in order to devise an answer—rather than asking only literal, “right there” types of
questions—and should require the student to begin comparing texts, authors, and opinions (CCSS).

in building reading comprehension, in
-level academic language and domain-

| GUIDING STATEMENTS SPECIFIC EVIDENGE FROM THE TEXT/MATERIALS | E‘éfﬁ}‘% |
| | e ST
Literature and Informational Text (AL e — 20 \\] Ok !O4) SIS
2a. Key Ideas and Details, Questions and tasks require v o , Ll PTG T L
students to explicitly attend to the text, including, but O s Yo Ve S N\ .O3) sufficient
' not limited to: J
* Referring to details and examples in a text when )
explaining whatthe text says and when making L£)2) some
inferences
* Summarizing text
* Determiningthetheme of a story or mainidea of O” weak
atext from keydetails

* Describing characters, settings, or events in depth

* Explaining events, procedures, ideas, or concepts covered
in historical, scientific, ortechnical reading selections,
including what happened and why

ELA/LITERACY GRADE-LEVEL INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS EVALUATION TOOL: QUALITY REVIEW GRADE 4





| GUIDING STATEMENTS SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXT/MATERIALS iSO

' RATING

~ |

2b. Craft and Structure. Questions and tasks require students Ve A . . \ S - 04) exiesie
to explicitly attend tothe text, including, butnotlimitedto: yOE O O NNV
N ) O 3) sufficient

* Determining the meaning of words and phrases as ~ vt hew rm
used in the text, including general academic and o B R R SV L SRV A
domain-specific words as well as those that allude to S R - A j = .
significant characters found in mythology (such as — O OO e = Q{YSome
Herculean)

* Explainingthedifferencesbetweendrama, prose,andpoetry

« Describing the overall structure of atext or structural O 1) weak
elements of poems and drama

* Comparing and contrasting the point of view from which
different storiesare narrated, including first-and
.second-handaccounts ofthe same event or topic, or
first-and third-person narrations of a story

—

2c. Integration of Knowledge and Ideas. Questions and tasks f !"‘ by \; © puL e (\_&, :--_A:J.,\,; - 04) REe
requirestudentstoexplicitly attendtothetext, including, =~
but not limitedto: ANoT  Lotus, OF. Coangedh rng Q 3) sufficient
* Explaining how an author uses reasons and evidence to | 5 = c&
support points a1 YL \\ \/\(,‘!"
* Making connections between the text of a story or adrama 5&2) some
and prose
* Interpreting information presented visually, orally, or
quantitatively O 1) weak
+ Comparingand contrasting the treatment of
similar themes, topics, and patterns ofeventsin
literature
* Integrating informationfromtwotextsonthesametopic

OVERALLRATING: O 4)extensive evidence O3) sufficient evidence %@) some evidence O1) weak evidence

SUMMARY STATEMENT (Explain wh ther materials received this overall rating): o Cj
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: <N \O3 ¢ ;\b .
TOAY _Gvtolt “aumibau \kﬁ LS, e Compaed wosly €

ELA/LITERACY GRADE-LEVEL INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS EVALUATION TOOL: QUALITY REVIEW-'GRADE 4 7






; GUIDING STATEMENTS !
|
|

3a. Writing assignments are explicitly connected to what
students are reading, and routinely include writing over
shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) and
extended time frames (for research, reflection, and revision)

. for a range of discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and
audiences.

3b. Text-dependent questions generally create the foundation
for students to address culminating writing tasks,
' including:
* Writing opinion pieces ontopics ortexts, supportinga
point of view with reasons and information
* Writing informative/explanatory textsto examine a topic
. andconvey ideas and information clearly
* Writing  narratives to develop real or imagined
experiences or events using effective technique,
descriptive details, and clear sequences of events

3c.Reading materials can serve as models to explore
writer's craft, demonstrate use of domain-specific words and
phrases, and support student production of grade-level
opinion, informational, and narrative writing.

SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXT/MATERIALS

~ EVIDENCE
| RATING

- O4) extensive

ﬁé) sufficient
| OZ) some

O1) weak
"04) extensive
@3 sufficient

&

OZ) some
O1 ) weak

O extensive
}85) sufficient

|
OZ) some
O 1) weak
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GUIDING STATEMENTS . SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXT/MATERIALS

3d. Materialsinclude explicitsupporttoteachers, eitherin the

teacher's edition or classroom materials, for writing

instruction linked to the grade four writing standards,

including:

* Preducing clear and coherent writing in which the
development and organization are appropriate to the
task, purpose, andaudience

+ Developing and strengthening writing by planning, revising,
and editing

* Using technolagy, including the Internet, to produce and
publish writing, as well astointeractand collaborate with
others, demonstrating sufficient keyboarding skills

* Graphic organizers, chart, etc. to aid in explicit
teacher instruction

Materials should also guide the teaching of specific
_components of grade four writing standards 1-3 (SeeCCSS),

3e. Materials provide opportunities and resourcesfor
students to conduct shortresearch projects that build
knowledge about a topic, including:

* Investigating different aspects of a topic

* Recalling relevantinformation from experiences
or gathering informationfrom printanddigital
sources

* Taking notes and categorizing information

* Providing a list of sources

* Drawing evidence from literary orinformational texts to
Support analysis, reflection, or research

OVERALLRATING: O4)extensive evidence O3) sufficient evidence OZ) some evidence O1) weak evidence
iy
ey — 0 5 7 \ m - o W G i o4 p ) B 5 N "j" Yy
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SUMMARY STATEPIV]ENT (Explain why the materials received this overall rating):
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| RATING
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g Y4) extensive

O 3) sufficient

@&).,sufﬁcient
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Materials provide guidance and support for explicit and s
vocabulary development, syntax, and reading fluency. S
Jocus on the major goal of reading, which i
and systematic focus on phonics and prac
Sluency must also be contextualized withi
|

l GUIDING STATEMENTS

4a. Materials provide teachers with guidance and support for
explicit and systematic instruction of the grade four
Reading Standards for Foundational Skills by providing

~ instruction in phonics, word analysis, and reading with
fluency to support comprehension. (Refer to CCSS,
Appendix Abrthe research detailing the advancement of

| foundational skills in reading.)

4b. Materialsinclude a variety of opportunities for students to
develop and apply word analysis and decoding skills,
including:
* Understanding grade-level vocabulary using anintegrated
approach (including affixes, muiti-syllablewords, etc.)
* Understanding multisyllabic wordsin contextand out of
context
* Self-correctingusingword recognition skills and
~ context clues, rereading text purposefully as needed
~ * Developing fluency with grade-level regular andirregular
spelling patterns
¢ Spelling patterns and morphology

ELA/LITERACY GRADE-LEVEL INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS EVALUATION TOOL: QUALITY REVIEW GRADE 4

ALIGNMENT CRITERION IV: FOUNDATIONAL SKILLS

tudents must be able to recognize and pronounce words
§ comprehension. Effective foundational skills i
tice in applying phonics for students who ares
n the materials (i CCSS).

ystematic instruction and diagnostic support in grade-

SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXT/MATERIALS

level phonics,

Jluently in order to
nstruction in grade four includes an explicit
truggling. Building word analysis skills and

. EVIDENCE
RATING

504) extensive
| O 3) sufficient

504) extensive
O 3) sufficient

O 2) some
f@;i) weak
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|

1 .

|

| GUIDING STATEMENTS SPECIFIC EVIDENGE FROM THE TEXT/MATERIALS | E;fﬁ}‘fg

B s L Lot TS e e e o o L g b S RO A s 2o e il DB S
4c. Materials provide regular practice in reading grade-level 04) A
prose and poetry with accuracy, atan appropriaterate, and

with appropriate expression.

O 3) sufficient

4d. Materials guide studentsin reading grade-leveltexts with
purpose and understanding, making frequent connections
between the acquisition of foundational skills and access:
to the meaning of texts (including a set of text-dependent
or text-specific questions to check for understanding).

OVERALLRATING: O4)extensive evidence O 3) sufficient evidence OZ) some evidence O 1) weak evidence

SUMMARY STATEMEN'I" (Explain why the materials received this overall rating):

- . “ n =
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ALIGNMENT CRITERION V: LANGUAGE

The Common Core State Standards for language focus on ensuring that students gain adequate mastery of a range of language skills
and applications. Students are expected to meet each year’s grade-specific standards and retain or Jurther develop skills, knowledge,

and vocabulary gained in preceding grades (CCSS).

. GUIDING STATEMENTS
l
| Conventions of Standard English
5a. There is evidence that grade-level grammar and conventions
are addressed using an integrated and contextualized approach
in daily instruction. Materials and tasks in grade four are
designed to help build student understanding and use of:
* Relative pronouns
* Progressive verbtenses
* Modal auxiliaries such as can, may, or mustto convey
various conditions
* Correctordering of adjectives within sentences
* Prepositional phrases
* Complete sentencesand editing fragments and run-ons
* Correct spelling and capitalization
* Commas and quotation marks to mark direct
speechor quotations
» Commasbeforea coordinating conjunctionin a
compound sentence

Knowledge of Language
' 5b. The materials support instruction on:
* Choosing words and phrases to convey ideas precisely
* Choosing punctuation for effect
+ Differentiating between contexts that call for formal and
informal English

SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXT/MATERIALS | E;LI?%I‘:\ICCE

'O 4) extensive
Q 3) sufficient

O4) extensive
;O 3) sufficient

ﬁZ) some

'O 1) weak
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| GUIDING STATEMENTS SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXT/MATERIALS E;fmcé

Vocabulary Acquisition and Use 04) BEEE
5c. Thematerials provide context,support,and strategies
for teaching vocabulary acquisition skills, including: O 3) sufficient
* Using context clues to unlock the meaning of words
* UsingGreek orLatin affixes and rootsas clues

to the meaning of words , OZ) some
« Consulting reference materials to determine pronunciation

or the meaning of words

5d. The materials provide embedded opportunities for 04) extensive
students to encounter and develop an understanding of

figurative language, word relationships, and nuances in :
word meanings. 03) sufficient

’)QZ) some
Q1) weak

oy

OVERALLRATING: O4)extensive evidence O 3) sufficient evidence %2) some evidence O 1) weak evidence

A

SUMMARY STATEMENT (Explain why the materials received this overall rating): _ / \/"
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To be CCSS-aligned, speaking and listening must be integrated into lessons, items,

and tasks. These must reflect a progression of

communication skills required for eventual college- and career-readiness. If grade Jour students are able to listen to others, discuss

what they are learning, and voice their own confusion or misunderstandings, their learnin
They are exposed, at this level, to points of view that may differ from their own, and they learn how to a
their own thoughts, and ask questions when they don’t understand or need more clarification (CCSS).

1 %
5
. i s
! 6a. Comprehension and Collaboration, Materials providea |
language framework for student participation in
| academic conversations, including the ability to:

|
| + Cometo adiscussion prepared

| + Follow agreed upon rules/roles |
| « Poseand respond to specific questions to clarify or follow

' up oninformation

i * Reviewkey ideas and explain their own ideas

I« Useaccurate, grade-appropriateconversational, general

academic, and domain-specificwords and phrases

GUIDING STATEMENTS ' SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXT/MATERIALS

g becomes deeper and more meaningful.
gree and disagree, express

| EVIDENCE
| RATING

O 4) extensive

JO 3) sufficient

“O 2) some
‘Qﬂ weak
/':

ELA/LITERACY GRADE-LEVEL INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS EVALUATION TOOL: QUALITY REVIEW GRADE 4
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GUIDING STATEMENTS

6b.PresentationafKnowledge and Ideas. Materials provide a |
' language framework for student planning of effective

| presentations, focusing on:
|

* Howtoreporton atopicusing evidenceto
. present findings from their research

* How to tell a story or recount an
experience in an organized manner

* Howto use appropriate facts and relevant details to
Supportmain ideas and themes

* Howtospeakin complete sentences when appropriateto
thetask and situation clearly and atan acceptable pace

- * Howtodifferentiate between contexts forformal English

and situations where informal discourseis appropriate

OVERALLRATING: O4)extensive evidence

SUMMARY STATEMENT (Explain why the materials received this overaHl rating):

\':‘\ \\ . Vi 1\1 S |
B f}uu){ﬁgujﬁxian"\ V) Jh&g N

e

SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXT/MATERIALS

\ | \ YN o
AL ANERX s QSO
Qg5 3 X

f EVIDENCE
RATING

‘b@ S

OS) sufficient evidence OZ) some evidence @ 1) weak evidence
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ALIGNMENT CRITERION VII: SCAFFOLDING AND SUPPORTS

While scaffolds are not a part of the standards themselves, it is important to support teachers in meeting the needs of the range of
students in their classrooms. In order to meet the reading, speaking, and writing needs of all grade four students, the materials
must include supports for students to comprehend texts at the grades three through five-complexity band as required, and at the high
end of this complexity band with scaffolding. Supports and scaffolds should draw students back to the text and provide strategies for
vocabulary acquisition. All scaffolding and support requires ongoing formal and informal assessments that provide multiple

opportunities for students to demonstrate their proficiency and inform instruction.

It is important to note that scaffolding is not just intended Jor struggling students, but also Jor students who are ready for above
grade-level work. As text complexity increases and tasks get increasingly challenging, the need Jfor appropriate scaffolds Jor above
grade-level access is equally important (CCSS).

. ' EVIDENCE

; GUIDING STATEMENTS SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXT/MATERIALS RATING

f 7a. The texts promote differentiated instruction and {04) G
instructional conversations about text to support student
learning of: O 3) sufficient

* Academiclanguage
+ * Linguistic frames for student talk and writing
i * Repeated grammatical structures and language _\’O 2) some

/;@); weak

IQ 4) extensive

7b. The materials include student supports such as:
* Multiple digital and media versions of texts

~ * lllustrations JO 3) sufficient

* Graphs andcharts
* Maps andphotographs .
* Visual cues/notes that draw attention to words in jQ 2) some
the text thatsignal sequence or offer clues to meaning
(i.e.,where, when, and how key events occur)
/'@ 1) weak

ELA/LITERACY GRADE-LEVEL INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS EVALUATION TOOL: QUALITY REVIEW GRADE 4
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| | " EVIDENCE

|
GUIDING STATEMENTS SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXT/MATERIALS RATING ]'
. i i S S0 e : . i iod 0> = S e L s e R e T
7¢c. The materialsaredesignedto support teacher 04) s lle
instruction by use of:
* Explicit instructional directions accompanied by materials O 3) sufficient

that are clearly aligned to stated goals and objectives
that build student abilityto readand comprehendgrade-
level text OZ) some
* Strategies to gradually increase difficulty as students’
comprehension skills strengthen \
* Strategiesto supportstudentacquisitionof ,Q“ weak
knowledge supporting specific common core
standards
* Clear and detailed teacher directions and guidance
for introducing new concepts and skills
* Clear guidance for documenting student progress
toward meeting grade-level standards

7d.The materials provide support for student o o e "
learning throughvaryingmodalities (i.e., there are M\J‘\}" ;)( W\ HQR MO
provisionsfor print, digital, and other multimedia sources ~

| L 3 .’ [ .
forinformation attainment). LOoAX ) \Q-Q_j\,, Q 3) sufficient

ELA/LITERACY GRADE-LEVEL INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS EVALUATION TOOL: QUALITY REVIEW GRADE 4 17





GUIDING STATEMENTS SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXT/MATERIALS

' 7e. The materials include assessments along with:
' » Suggestions for next steps to address a spectrum of
performance levels andneeds based on assessment results
* Opportunities for students to demonstrate their expertise
. through the use of performance tasks
* Pieces ofchallengingand complete textthatcan be
used to assess studentunderstanding and next
instructional steps
* * Reading selections and questions that progressin a logical
. sequence for gradualrelease!
e Enrichmenttasksforstudentswhoareontargetfor
meeting grade-level expectations
* Steps to take when evidence suggests that students
are starting to fallbehind

OVERALLRATING: O4)extensive evidence 03) sufficient evidence @2) some evidence O1) weak evidence

' SUMMARY STATEMENT (Explain why the materials received this overall rating):
N ) . a, % 1
OO M&ML\\S SN & challungs
L. , 7 o . K A '
PN oo Lol (@Wyan o MO /@-—%

golica o ELLS ogand Neudyd

( §

1 Gradual release: scaffolding of instruction so that students develop the ability to read and complete tasks and assignments independently and proficiently.

EVIDENCE

| RATING

(O 3) suffcient

2) some
N

O 1) weak

ELA/LITERACY GRADE-LEVEL INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS EVALUATION TOOL: QUALITY REVIEW GRADE 4
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Textbook and Instructional Material Evaluation Rubric Form-
English Language Arts

Instructional materials are designed for use by students and teachers as a learning resource for students to acquire
essential knowledge, skills, abilities, and dispositions. This includes print and non-print materials, including
comprehensive/core textbooks, supplemental materials, Web-based and electronic textbooks, and assessments.

Title: core knowledge Author(s): Publisher(s): Amplify
Copyright Date: Subject/Grade Level: 4

Student ISBN:

Teacher Edition ISBN:

Instructions: Use the tables below to determine if the Textbook or Instructional material meets each criteria.

Organization

Criteria 2 1

Meets | Inadequate Comments

1. Material provides a useful table of
contents, glossary, supplemental pages, and X
index.

2. Layout is consistent; chapters/units are
arranged logically; and allow access through
multiple modalities.

3. Teacher edition contains interesting
introductions and a list of prerequisites skills X
for each chapter.

4. Material contains examples, explanations, X
and/or online resources to the depth and
breadth of the Nevada Academic Content
Standards.

5. Information is accurate, current, and X
research-based.

6. Focus of academic and domain specific
vocabulary is prevalent throughout reading, X
writing, listening, and speaking.

7. Size and format of print is appropriate.

8. Format is visually appealing & interesting.

9. Material provides Smarter Balanced

performance-based tasks.

10. Electronic and interactive format

X

X
assessment type questions and/or X
available. X

Other:

Total Organization:

English Language Arts Content
1
Nevada Department of Education July 2, 2013 Textbook and Instructional Material Adoption Form

niade
e Eiiidon

TIM-01 ELA
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Criteria

Meets

Inadequate

L Comments

11. Materials focus on the knowledge, skills, and
abilities (KSASs) appropriate to the grade level.

12. Material demonstrates coherence and rigor of
KSAs appropriate to grade level.

13. Real-world applications are relevant to the
students.

14. Information and directions are clearly written and
explained.

15. Tasks are aligned to the anchor standards of the
Nevada Academic Content Standards.

16. Non-text content (maps, graphs, pictures, etc.) are
accurate, authentic, and well integrated into the
instructional material.

X

17. Lessons/tasks are interdisciplinary when
appropriate.

18. Tasks apply to the diversity of students and their
abilities, interests, and learning styles.

19. Questions and tasks encourage the development
and application of higher-level thinking skills.

20. Teacher edition includes questioning strategies
and/or questions to check for understanding at all
Depth of Knowledge (DOK) levels.

21. Teacher edition includes formative
assessment/evaluation tools and processes.

X< | DX | X[ X

22. Material adheres to the text complexity at each
grade level outlined by the Nevada Academic Content
Standards.

23. Material provides access to or demonstrates
concepts in multiple ways, allowing for a variety of
student responses.

24. Tasks have a purpose, aligned to a skill or concept
at grade level.

25. Range and quality of text at each grade level is
addressed with a well-balanced representation of
literary and informational texts.

26. Material includes application of skills and
concepts at grade level.

27. Material makes it clear that student writing is a
key task (argument, informative, response to audience
and purpose, short focused research).

XX X[ x| X | X

28. Content includes 21 Century skill development
such as collaboration, creative thinking, and problem
solving.

X

Other:

Total ELA Content Criteria:

Nevada Department of Education

N
S oo

Inclusion

July 2, 2013

Textbook and Instructional Material Adoption Form

TIM-01 ELA
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Criteria

2 1

Meets | Inadequate

Comments

29. Material reflects a variety of ways to
differentiate instruction and model content to
support all learners.

X

30. Material reflects sensitivity with regard
to gender, race/ethnicity, religion, socio-
economic status, intellectual, and physical
abilities.

31. Material includes access to a multilingual
glossary.

32. Material provides resources for students
with disabilities and English Language
Learners aligned to grade level content.

33. Material is available for students with
visual impairments via a NIMAS file on the
NIMAC system.

X | X

Other:

Total Inclusion Criteria:

Alignment

Criteria

2 1

Meets | Inadequate Comments

34. Material content aligns to
district/organization curriculum.

35. Material content aligns with college and
career readiness skills (Nevada Academic
Content Standards).

36. Material is a useful resource in preparing
students to meet the requirements of the
Nevada Academic Content Standards and
statewide assessments.

Other:

Total Alignment Criteria:

Total Score for ELA Textbook or Instructional Material:

Nevada Department of Education

N
S oo

July 2, 2013

Textbook and Instructional Material Adoption Form

TIM-01 ELA






		2 Meets1 Material provides a useful table of contents glossary supplemental pages and index: X

		1 Inadequate1 Material provides a useful table of contents glossary supplemental pages and index: 

		Comments1 Material provides a useful table of contents glossary supplemental pages and index: 

		2 Meets2 Layout is consistent chaptersunits are arranged logically and allow access through multiple modalities: 

		1 Inadequate2 Layout is consistent chaptersunits are arranged logically and allow access through multiple modalities: X

		Comments2 Layout is consistent chaptersunits are arranged logically and allow access through multiple modalities: 

		2 Meets3 Teacher edition contains interesting introductions and a list of prerequisites skills for each chapter: 

		1 Inadequate3 Teacher edition contains interesting introductions and a list of prerequisites skills for each chapter: X

		Comments3 Teacher edition contains interesting introductions and a list of prerequisites skills for each chapter: 

		2 Meets4 Material contains examples explanations andor online resources to the depth and breadth of the Nevada Academic Content Standards: 

		1 Inadequate4 Material contains examples explanations andor online resources to the depth and breadth of the Nevada Academic Content Standards: X

		Comments4 Material contains examples explanations andor online resources to the depth and breadth of the Nevada Academic Content Standards: 

		2 Meets5 Information is accurate current and researchbased: X

		1 Inadequate5 Information is accurate current and researchbased: 

		Comments5 Information is accurate current and researchbased: 

		2 Meets6 Focus of academic and domain specific vocabulary is prevalent throughout reading writing listening and speaking: X

		1 Inadequate6 Focus of academic and domain specific vocabulary is prevalent throughout reading writing listening and speaking: 

		Comments6 Focus of academic and domain specific vocabulary is prevalent throughout reading writing listening and speaking: 

		2 Meets7 Size and format of print is appropriate: 

		1 Inadequate7 Size and format of print is appropriate: X

		Comments7 Size and format of print is appropriate: 

		2 Meets8 Format is visually appealing  interesting: 

		1 Inadequate8 Format is visually appealing  interesting: X

		Comments8 Format is visually appealing  interesting: 

		2 Meets9 Material provides Smarter Balanced assessment type questions andor performancebased tasks: 

		1 Inadequate9 Material provides Smarter Balanced assessment type questions andor performancebased tasks: X

		Comments9 Material provides Smarter Balanced assessment type questions andor performancebased tasks: 

		2 Meets10 Electronic and interactive format available: 

		1 Inadequate10 Electronic and interactive format available: X

		Comments10 Electronic and interactive format available: 

		2 MeetsOther: 

		1 InadequateOther: 

		CommentsOther: 

		2 MeetsTotal Organization: 

		1 InadequateTotal Organization: 

		CommentsTotal Organization: 

		2 Meets11 Materials focus on the knowledge skills and abilities KSAs appropriate to the grade level: X

		1 Inadequate11 Materials focus on the knowledge skills and abilities KSAs appropriate to the grade level: 

		Comments11 Materials focus on the knowledge skills and abilities KSAs appropriate to the grade level: 

		2 Meets12 Material demonstrates coherence and rigor of KSAs appropriate to grade level: X

		1 Inadequate12 Material demonstrates coherence and rigor of KSAs appropriate to grade level: 

		Comments12 Material demonstrates coherence and rigor of KSAs appropriate to grade level: 

		2 Meets13 Realworld applications are relevant to the students: 

		1 Inadequate13 Realworld applications are relevant to the students: X

		Comments13 Realworld applications are relevant to the students: 

		2 Meets14 Information and directions are clearly written and explained: X

		1 Inadequate14 Information and directions are clearly written and explained: 

		Comments14 Information and directions are clearly written and explained: 

		2 Meets15 Tasks are aligned to the anchor standards of the Nevada Academic Content Standards: X

		1 Inadequate15 Tasks are aligned to the anchor standards of the Nevada Academic Content Standards: 

		Comments15 Tasks are aligned to the anchor standards of the Nevada Academic Content Standards: 

		2 Meets16 Nontext content maps graphs pictures etc are accurate authentic and well integrated into the instructional material: 

		1 Inadequate16 Nontext content maps graphs pictures etc are accurate authentic and well integrated into the instructional material: X

		Comments16 Nontext content maps graphs pictures etc are accurate authentic and well integrated into the instructional material: 

		2 Meets17 Lessonstasks are interdisciplinary when appropriate: X

		1 Inadequate17 Lessonstasks are interdisciplinary when appropriate: 

		Comments17 Lessonstasks are interdisciplinary when appropriate: 

		2 Meets18 Tasks apply to the diversity of students and their abilities interests and learning styles: 

		1 Inadequate18 Tasks apply to the diversity of students and their abilities interests and learning styles: X

		Comments18 Tasks apply to the diversity of students and their abilities interests and learning styles: 

		2 Meets19 Questions and tasks encourage the development and application of higherlevel thinking skills: 

		1 Inadequate19 Questions and tasks encourage the development and application of higherlevel thinking skills: X

		Comments19 Questions and tasks encourage the development and application of higherlevel thinking skills: 

		2 Meets20 Teacher edition includes questioning strategies andor questions to check for understanding at all Depth of Knowledge DOK levels: 

		1 Inadequate20 Teacher edition includes questioning strategies andor questions to check for understanding at all Depth of Knowledge DOK levels: X

		Comments20 Teacher edition includes questioning strategies andor questions to check for understanding at all Depth of Knowledge DOK levels: 

		2 Meets21 Teacher edition includes formative assessmentevaluation tools and processes: 

		1 Inadequate21 Teacher edition includes formative assessmentevaluation tools and processes: X

		Comments21 Teacher edition includes formative assessmentevaluation tools and processes: 

		2 Meets22 Material adheres to the text complexity at each grade level outlined by the Nevada Academic Content Standards: X

		1 Inadequate22 Material adheres to the text complexity at each grade level outlined by the Nevada Academic Content Standards: 

		Comments22 Material adheres to the text complexity at each grade level outlined by the Nevada Academic Content Standards: 

		2 Meets23 Material provides access to or demonstrates concepts in multiple ways allowing for a variety of student responses: X

		1 Inadequate23 Material provides access to or demonstrates concepts in multiple ways allowing for a variety of student responses: 

		Comments23 Material provides access to or demonstrates concepts in multiple ways allowing for a variety of student responses: 

		2 Meets24 Tasks have a purpose aligned to a skill or concept at grade level: X

		1 Inadequate24 Tasks have a purpose aligned to a skill or concept at grade level: 

		Comments24 Tasks have a purpose aligned to a skill or concept at grade level: 

		2 Meets25 Range and quality of text at each grade level is addressed with a wellbalanced representation of literary and informational texts: X

		1 Inadequate25 Range and quality of text at each grade level is addressed with a wellbalanced representation of literary and informational texts: 

		Comments25 Range and quality of text at each grade level is addressed with a wellbalanced representation of literary and informational texts: 

		2 Meets26 Material includes application of skills and concepts at grade level: X

		1 Inadequate26 Material includes application of skills and concepts at grade level: 

		Comments26 Material includes application of skills and concepts at grade level: 

		2 Meets27 Material makes it clear that student writing is a key task argument informative response to audience and purpose short focused research: X

		1 Inadequate27 Material makes it clear that student writing is a key task argument informative response to audience and purpose short focused research: 

		Comments27 Material makes it clear that student writing is a key task argument informative response to audience and purpose short focused research: 

		2 Meets28 Content includes 21st Century skill development such as collaboration creative thinking and problem solving: 

		1 Inadequate28 Content includes 21st Century skill development such as collaboration creative thinking and problem solving: X

		Comments28 Content includes 21st Century skill development such as collaboration creative thinking and problem solving: 

		Other_2: 

		2 MeetsOther_2: 

		1 InadequateOther_2: 

		CommentsOther_2: 

		2 MeetsTotal ELA Content Criteria: 

		1 InadequateTotal ELA Content Criteria: 

		CommentsTotal ELA Content Criteria: 

		2 Meets29 Material reflects a variety of ways to differentiate instruction and model content to support all learners: 

		1 Inadequate29 Material reflects a variety of ways to differentiate instruction and model content to support all learners: X

		Comments29 Material reflects a variety of ways to differentiate instruction and model content to support all learners: 

		2 Meets30 Material reflects sensitivity with regard to gender raceethnicity religion socio economic status intellectual and physical abilities: X

		1 Inadequate30 Material reflects sensitivity with regard to gender raceethnicity religion socio economic status intellectual and physical abilities: 

		Comments30 Material reflects sensitivity with regard to gender raceethnicity religion socio economic status intellectual and physical abilities: 

		2 Meets31 Material includes access to a multilingual glossary: X

		1 Inadequate31 Material includes access to a multilingual glossary: 

		Comments31 Material includes access to a multilingual glossary: 

		2 Meets32 Material provides resources for students with disabilities and English Language Learners aligned to grade level content: 

		1 Inadequate32 Material provides resources for students with disabilities and English Language Learners aligned to grade level content: X

		Comments32 Material provides resources for students with disabilities and English Language Learners aligned to grade level content: 

		2 Meets33 Material is available for students with visual impairments via a NIMAS file on the NIMAC system: 

		1 Inadequate33 Material is available for students with visual impairments via a NIMAS file on the NIMAC system: X

		Comments33 Material is available for students with visual impairments via a NIMAS file on the NIMAC system: 

		Other_3: 

		2 MeetsOther_3: 

		1 InadequateOther_3: 

		CommentsOther_3: 

		2 MeetsTotal Inclusion Criteria: 

		1 InadequateTotal Inclusion Criteria: 

		CommentsTotal Inclusion Criteria: 

		2 Meets34 Material content aligns to districtorganization curriculum: X

		1 Inadequate34 Material content aligns to districtorganization curriculum: 

		Comments34 Material content aligns to districtorganization curriculum: 

		2 Meets35 Material content aligns with college and career readiness skills Nevada Academic Content Standards: X

		1 Inadequate35 Material content aligns with college and career readiness skills Nevada Academic Content Standards: 

		Comments35 Material content aligns with college and career readiness skills Nevada Academic Content Standards: 

		2 Meets36 Material is a useful resource in preparing students to meet the requirements of the Nevada Academic Content Standards and statewide assessments: 

		1 Inadequate36 Material is a useful resource in preparing students to meet the requirements of the Nevada Academic Content Standards and statewide assessments: X

		Comments36 Material is a useful resource in preparing students to meet the requirements of the Nevada Academic Content Standards and statewide assessments: 

		Other_4: 

		2 MeetsOther_4: 

		1 InadequateOther_4: 

		CommentsOther_4: 

		2 MeetsTotal Alignment Criteria: 

		1 InadequateTotal Alignment Criteria: 

		CommentsTotal Alignment Criteria: 

		Total Score for ELA Textbook or Instructional Material: 

		Title: Core knowledge 

		Author(s): 
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		Copyright Date: 
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COMPONENT 1: TEXT COMPLEXITY

The guiding statements provided in this section will examine text complexity in order to differentiate quality and richness among the
texts WCSD is considering for adoption. To address the grade four standards, the submitted materials need to create the conditions
for rich and robust discussion and writing for ALL students (struggling readers, students with identified academic disabilities,
English Learners, students who are performing at grade level, and advanced students).

GUIDING STATEMENTS

Literature and Informational Text

Cla. The texts presentrich and embedded relationships
between and among characters, ideas, and concepts that
are conveyed through masterful style and structure. (See
exemplars in CCSS, Appendix B.)

C1lb.As well as, texts that contain rich content, ideas and
academic language worthy of close reading.

EVIDENCE

SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXT/MATERIALS RATING

The texts consider a range of student interests and are all high @4) extensive
quality published pieces.
(O 3 sufficient

O 2) some
O 1) weak

Yes, the texts fall between a Lexile range of 770-1100, the grade @4) extensive
4 standards Lexile range start at a 640, so the CK texts start a
little above the starting range of grade 4. O 3) sufficient

O 2) some
O 1) weak

ELA/LITERACY GRADE-LEVEL INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS EVALUATION TOOL: QUALITY REVIEW GRADE 4



http://www.cgcs.org/cms/lib/DC00001581/Centricity/Domain/4/Framework%20for%20Raising%20Expectations.pdf

http://www.corestandards.org/assets/Appendix_B.pdf



Clc.Thematerialsconsistentlyprovideopportunitiesto Yes, the read aloud portion provides nice scaffolding for all

read both literary and informational textsin the gradesthree different types of learners. The grade 4 band starts at a 640, but
through five4extcomplexity band with scaffolding as needed Core Knowledge readers range from 770 to the end of the grade
atthe high end of the range. band.

C1d. Materials provide strategies for grade-level vocabulary Yes. Throughout the read aloud/ close read their are tier 1, 2,
acquisition. and 3 words. There are definitions provided and word work.

OVERALLRATING: @4)extensive evidence OS) sufficient evidence O 2) some evidence O 1) weak evidence

SUMMARY STATEMENT (Explain why the materials received this overall rating):

4) extensive

O 3) sufficient
O 2) some
O 1) weak

@4) extensive
(O 3 sufficient
(O 1) weak

The materials range and have a balance of F and NF texts at a Lexile range of 770-1100. The texts are all high quality pieces. The

texts also meet CCSS Publisher's criteria guidelines which represent diverse cultures.

ELA/LITERACY GRADE-LEVEL INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS EVALUATION TOOL: QUALITY REVIEW GRADE 4





COMPONENT 2: QUESTIONS AND TASKS

At least 80% of all questions in the submission are high-quality text-dependent and text-specific questions. The overwhelming
majority of these questions reference specific text and draw student attention to the text they are reading. Text-dependent questions
that address the grade four standards will be described in greater depth in Alignment Criterion I1.

ALIGNMENT CRITERION|: RANGE AND QUALITY OF TEXTS

Materials must reflect a wide range of text types and genres, as required by the standards. In grade four, and across all other grade
levels, there should be ample texts on topics that can support sustained study. Knowledge built at one grade level should be expanded
in other grade levels. Topics should take into account individual student academic needs and interests in order to foster independent
reading. It is also imperative that the included topics and themes are compelling enough to read multiple times and are aligned to
district needs. Pay particular attention to the guidance provided in Appendix B of the Common Core State Standards.

EVIDENCE

GUIDING STATEMENTS RATING

SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXT/MATERIALS

There are digital resources included for each domain that

Literature and Informational Text

la. The range of materials, both print and digital, allows
teachers andstudents to explore contentthat coherently and
systematicallybuilds knowledgeandgrade-level
vocabulary acrosssubjects, themes, andtopics. (See CCSS
Appendix B for examples of grade-level knowledge
demands.) Text setsalso address a wide variety of
student interest, and are likely to foster independent
reading.

1b. Textsets include a diverse range of high quality, culturally-
responsive and appropriate topics and themes. Textsfrom
diverse culturesreflectthe same high-quality featuresthat
are demanded of all texts.

O 4) extensive
@ 3) sufficient

O 2) some
O 1) weak

4) extensive

connect to much of the lessons.Teachers are given several
opportunities to model oral reading, but students are not given
as many.

CCSS Publisher's Guidelines approve that CK exposes students @
to experiences and individuals who come from diverse cultures
O 3) sufficient

and groups.
O 2) some

O 1) weak

ELA/LITERACY GRADE-LEVEL INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS EVALUATION TOOL: QUALITY REVIEW GRADE 4



http://www.corestandards.org/assets/Appendix_B.pdf

http://www.corestandards.org/assets/Appendix_B.pdf

http://www.corestandards.org/assets/Appendix_B.pdf



GUIDING STATEMENTS SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXT/MATERIALS SYIBEGE

RATING
1c. Materials include arich and diverse sampling of literary Yes. @) extensive
texts including, but not limited to: . _ .

. Stories, drama, prose, and poetry Many can be found in the personal narrative section. @) sufficient

« Stories, myths, and traditional literature from

: Myths and diverse cultures are also included in Geology domain.
diverse cultures

These are just some examples of diverse cultures found O) some
throughout the domains.
Ol) weak

|

1d.Therangeofinformationaltexts includes elections that: Yes,come about in each domain. ‘@1) extensive

» Present historical events ) ,
- Describe technical procedures Read aloud or students read silently and then read in partners. 63) sufficient

- Present scientific ideas or concepts There are text sets and they build upon one another. In geology
Contain at least two texts on the same topic it has a NF read about different concepts and myths attached.

Present first and secondhand accountsofthe same Q) some

event or topic
» Containrelevantvisual representations of information
O) weak
1e. Student reading materials contain a range of YeS, but IaCkS in ﬂuency. Thel’e |S a f|Uency resource that comes O) extensive
increasingly challenging selections that allow teachers to up in Unit 3, but fluency could be stronger. The read aloud so

build students’ ability to comprehend complex text and  also allow teachers the opportunity to model oral reading, but not @) sufficient
expand vocabulary throughout the school year. as many opportunities are given to students.
Q) some

Ol) weak

OVERALLRATING: @4)extensive evidence OS)sufficient evidence OZ) some evidence Ol) weak evidence

SUMMARY STATEMENT (Explain why the materials received this overall rating):
There is a range of high quality texts within in each domain of Core Knowledge. Example, Geology includes NF texts introducing new concepts about
the Earth and how it is formed and also connects myths and legends as well. Personal Narratives uses sever different memoir's and biographies. All of
the texts are high quality and have been published before the program was created. The texts support diversity and different groups of people.

ELA/LITERACY GRADE-LEVEL INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS EVALUATION TOOL: QUALITY REVIEW GRADE 4 5





ALIGNMENT CRITERION Il. QUESTIONS AND TASKS SUPPORT STUDENT LEARNING

Questions posed to students in the materials under review should support student learning in building reading comprehension, in
finding and producing the textual evidence to support responses, and in developing grade-level academic language and domain-
specific words and phrases. Text for grade four students must include text-dependent questions that require the use of higher order
thinking skills. There should be a range of questions that require students to attend to the author’s language as his/her vehicle for
conveying meaning, as well as to support specific inferences with explicit details from the text. Most questions should require

that the student refer to the text in several places in order to devise an answer—rather than asking only literal, “right there” types of
guestions—and should require the student to begin comparing texts, authors, and opinions (CCSS).

GUIDING STATEMENTS

Literature and Informational Text

2a. Key Ideas and Details. Questions and tasks require

students to explicitly attend to the text, including, but

not limited to:

* Referring to details and examples in a text when
explaining whatthe text says and when making
inferences

e Summarizing text

» Determiningthetheme of a story or mainidea of
atext from keydetails

» Describing characters, settings, or eventsin depth

 Explaining events, procedures, ideas, or concepts covered
in historical, scientific, ortechnical reading selections,
including what happened and why

EVIDENCE

SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXT/MATERIALS RATING

Many comprehension questions throughout each reading require @4) extensive
students to cite their evidence. It also supports having students
pull evidence to support their conclusions they are making. O?’) sufficient

Personal Narratives- What evidence supports each character

Talks about which lines from the text support main ideas
O 1) weak
In many of the activity pages the students are required to attend
to the text directly in order to complete the activity page
successfully.

ELA/LITERACY GRADE-LEVEL INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS EVALUATION TOOL: QUALITY REVIEW GRADE 4



http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/



GUIDING STATEMENTS

2b. Craft and Structure. Questions and tasks require students
to explicitly attend to the text, including, but notlimited to:

» Determining the meaning of words and phrases as
used in the text, including general academic and
domain-specific words as well as those that allude to
significant characters found in mythology (such as
Herculean)

 Explainingthe differencesbetweendrama, prose,and poetry

* Describingthe overall structure of atext or structural
elements of poems and drama

» Comparing and contrasting the point of view from which
different storiesare narrated, including first-and
second-handaccountsofthe same event or topic, or
first-and third-person narrations of a story

2c. Integration of Knowledge and Ideas. Questions and tasks
require studentsto explicitly attend tothe text, including,
but not limitedto:

 Explaining how an author uses reasons and evidence to
support points

» Making connections between the text of a story or adrama
and prose

* Interpreting information presented visually, orally, or
quantitatively

» Comparingand contrasting the treatment of
similar themes, topics, and patterns of eventsin
literature

* Integrating information from two texts onthe same topic

OVERALLRATING: @ 4)extensive evidence

O 3) sufficient evidence

EVIDENCE

SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXT/MATERIALS RATING

Yes, most activity pages require students to attend directly to the @4) extensive
text by providing lines from the text/ text evidence to support

their reasoning or answers. O 3) sufficient
O 2) some

O 1) weak

There is word work and throughout the text-dependent questions
high level academic vocabulary are bolded and students are
prompted to use context clues to help them understand the
meaning of the word.

@4) extensive
(O 3 sufficient
(O 2) some
O 1) weak

There are text-dependent questions for each assignment. The
text-dependent questions lead students to the culminating task
or activities they must complete. Many of the writing tasks
require students to use multiple resources from what they have
read in the unit to support their reasoning.

O 2) some evidence Ol) weak evidence

SUMMARY STATEMENT (Explain why the materials received this overall rating):

The questions are crafted so that students must use text evidence to support their thinking and conclusions they have come up with.
The questioning throughout each reading helps students have background knowledge in order to complete several concept activities
successfully. The questions also prepare students for their culminating writing task.

ELA/LITERACY GRADE-LEVEL INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS EVALUATION TOOL: QUALITY REVIEW GRADE 4 7





ALIGNMENT CRITERIONIII. WRITINGTOSOURCESANDRESEARCH

The writing standards for each grade level highlight distinctive expectations about student writing. For details on grade-level writing
expectations and writing exemplars for grade four, see the Common Core State Standards for English Language Arts and Literacy.
The metrics below show key characteristics to look for in your review of materials.

GUIDING STATEMENTS

EVIDENCE

SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXT/MATERIALS RATING

3a. Wrmng assignments are exp“cmy connected to what Yes! Students must use resources they have read in each unit to @4) extensive

students are reading, and routinely include writing over
shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) and

extended time frames (for research, reflection, and revision)

for a range of discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and
audiences.

3b. Text-dependent questions generally create the foundation
for students to address culminating writing tasks,
including:

« Writing opinion pieces ontopics or texts, supportinga
point of view with reasons and information

« Writing informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic
and conveyideas and information clearly

e Writing narratives to develop real or imagined
experiences or events using effective technique,
descriptive details, and clear sequences of events

3c.Reading materials can serve as models to explore
writer’s craft, demonstrate use of domain-specific words and
phrases, and support student production of grade-level
opinion, informational, and narrative writing.

ELA/LITERACY GRADE-LEVEL INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS EVALUATION TOOL: QUALITY REVIEW GRADE 4

perform the writing task. The writing task builds within the unit,
so part of the writing task may start in lesson 2 of the unit, but 03) sufficient
then is revisited in lessons 5 and 6 of the unit. The culminating
task is split into portions throughout the unit and then by the end
of the unit the students must complete the larger portion of the OZ) some
task, but they have tons of materials and background knowledge
that were built within the unit.
Ol) weak
@4) extensive

Yes, the questions directly connect to the writing and
understanding how to answer the writing prompt.

) extensive

OB) sufficient
OZ) some
O 1) weak

Yes. Core knowledge provides student samples within lessons
that students must evaluate. Students are given the opportunity
to work with student writing samples within different lessons of
the unit and by the end students have a good idea of quality
writing in the genre they have been working with. Students also
have the resources to refer back to as they complete their own
writing.




http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/



GUIDING STATEMENTS

3d. Materialsinclude explicit supportto teachers, eitherin the
teacher’'s edition or classroom materials, for writing
instruction linked to the grade four writing standards,
including:

» Producing clear and coherent writing in which the
development and organization are appropriate to the
task, purpose, andaudience

* Developing and strengthening writing by planning, revising,
and editing

* Usingtechnology, including the Internet, to produce and
publishwriting, as well astointeract and collaborate with
others, demonstrating sufficient keyboarding skills

» Graphic organizers, chart, etc. to aid in explicit
teacher instruction

Materials should also guide the teaching of specific
components of grade four writing standards 1-3 (See CCSS).

3e. Materials provide opportunities and resourcesfor
students to conduct shortresearch projects that build
knowledge about a topic, including:

* Investigating different aspects of a topic

* Recalling relevantinformation from experiences

or gathering informationfromprintanddigital

sources

Taking notes and categorizing information

 Providing a list of sources

» Drawing evidence from literary orinformational textsto
supportanalysis, reflection, or research

OVERALLRATING: @4) extensive evidence

OS) sufficient evidence

EVIDENCE
RATING

@ 4) extensive
O 3) sufficient

O 2) some
O 1) weak

SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXT/MATERIALS

Yes. Mini-lessons that meet several learners needs are built
within each unit. There are graphic organizers and note takers
that teacher may uses to teach the writing along with student
samples they may show their student or for their own reference.

|
=

4) extensive

(O 3) suffcient
O 2) some

O 1) weak

Yes, students are required to use multiple sources within their
writing and the writing is flexible to where students may choose
specific topics to conduct different genres of writing. They may
use different sources than their peers to complete their
culminating task.

OZ) some evidence Ol) weak evidence

SUMMARY STATEMENT (Explain why the materials received this overall rating):

All units require writing, speaking, and listening. Strongest part of the curriculum. Students are provided with text-dependent questions
that prepare them for their writing culminating tasks. Students are also given several opportunities to work on writing throughout the
unit along with peer editing. Students are given specific graphic organizers and supports to help with their writing process.

ELA/LITERACY GRADE-LEVEL INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS EVALUATION TOOL: QUALITY REVIEW GRADE 4 9



http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/



ALIGNMENT CRITERION IV: FOUNDATIONAL SKILLS

Materials provide guidance and support for explicit and systematic instruction and diagnostic support in grade-level phonics,
vocabulary development, syntax, and reading fluency. Students must be able to recognize and pronounce words fluently in order to
focus on the major goal of reading, which is comprehension. Effective foundational skills instruction in grade four includes an explicit
and systematic focus on phonics and practice in applying phonics for students who are struggling. Building word analysis skills and
fluency must also be contextualized within the materials (CCSS).

EVIDENCE

GUIDING STATEMENTS SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXT/MATERIALS RATING

4a. Materials provide teachers with guidance and supportfor ~ YeS, there is a morphology section with a mini-lesson and then @4) extensive

explicit and systematic instruction of the grade four practice that uses the content students are working with. Charts

Reading Standards for Foundational Skills by providing are provided in the digital resource or the teacher guide explains O 3) sufficient
instruction in phonics, word analysis, and reading with  to the teacher how to create a specific chart for the word

fluency to support comprehension. (Refer to CCSS, analysis, word work, or morphology lesson. '

Appendix Abrthe research detailing the advancement of O 2) some
foundational skills in reading.)

O 1) weak

4b. Materialsinclude avariety of opportunitiesfor students to ~ Yes, there is practice built that pairs with the content students @4) extensive
develop and apply word analysis and decoding skills, ~ are working with. Then during writing students have different
including: requirements that they must meet using knowledge and skills O 3) sufficient

 Understanding grade-level vocabulary using an integrated from morphology.

approach(includingaffixes, multi-syllable words, etc.) '
» Understanding multisyllabic wordsin context and out of O 2) some

context
* Self-correctingusingword recognition skills and
context clues, rereading text purposefully as needed O 1) weak

« Developing fluency with grade-level regular and irregular
spelling patterns
 Spelling patterns and morphology

ELA/LITERACY GRADE-LEVEL INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS EVALUATION TOOL: QUALITY REVIEW GRADE 4 10



http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/
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EVIDENCE

GUIDING STATEMENTS SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXT/MATERIALS RATING

4c. Materials provide regular practice in reading grade-level  There are lessons that meet the standards and there is a lesson 04) extensive
prose and poetry with accuracy, atan appropriate rate, and for each, but the lessons and practice are not very explicit.
with appropriate expression. O 3) sufficient

@ 2) some
O 1) weak

4d. Materia|sguide Studentsinreading grade_|eve|textswith There is practice, but the information of the lesson and praCtice O4) extensive
purpose and understanding, making frequent connections  iS not very explicit.

between the acquisition of foundational skills and access 3) sufficient
to the meaning of texts (including a set of text-dependent O )

or text-specific questions to check for understanding).

@ 2) some
O 1) weak
OVERALLRATING: 04) extensive evidence @ 3) sufficient evidence OZ) some evidence O 1) weak evidence

SUMMARY STATEMENT (Explain why the materials received this overall rating):
The skills and practice are in each lesson, but the explicit instruction and practice of each concept is not there. Teachers would need to
be creative and find more practice for their students or other resources to teach the skill more explicitly.

ELA/LITERACY GRADE-LEVEL INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS EVALUATION TOOL: QUALITY REVIEW GRADE 4 11





ALIGNMENT CRITERION V: LANGUAGE

The Common Core State Standards for language focus on ensuring that students gain adequate mastery of a range of language skills
and applications. Students are expected to meet each year’s grade-specific standards and retain or further develop skills, knowledge,
and vocabulary gained in preceding grades (CCSS).

GUIDING STATEMENTS SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXT/MATERIALS El\élADCEII\II\ICCE
Conventions of Standard English Yes, students are taught the concepts, but not much time is 04) extensive

5a. There is evidence that grade-level grammar and conventions spent on them. Students do have time to practice the concepts

are addressed using an integrated and contextualized approach within their writing. O 3) sufficient
in daily instruction. Materials and tasks in grade four are

designed to help build student understanding and use of: l

* Relative pronouns @ 2) some
» Progressive verbtenses
» Modal auxiliaries such as can, may, or mustto convey

various conditions O 1) weak

» Correctordering of adjectives within sentences
* Prepositional phrases
» Complete sentences and editing fragments and run-ons
 Correct spelling and capitalization
» Commas and quotation marks to mark direct
speechor quotations
» Commasbeforea coordinatingconjunctionin a
compound sentence

Knowledge of Language Yes, there is a word work section, but again instruction is not ~ ()4) extensive

5b. The materials support instruction on: explicit. There is practice, but some of the practice is out of

» Choosing words and phrases to convey ideas precisely context. O 3) sufficient
» Choosing punctuation for effect
« Differentiating between contexts that call for formal and

informal English @ 2) some

O 1) weak

ELA/LITERACY GRADE-LEVEL INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS EVALUATION TOOL: QUALITY REVIEW GRADE 4 12
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GUIDING STATEMENTS

Vocabulary Acquisition and Use

5c.Thematerials provide context,support,and strategies

for teaching vocabulary acquisition skills, including:

» Using context clues to unlock the meaning of words

» UsingGreek orLatin affixes and rootsas clues
to the meaning of words

 Consulting reference materials to determine pronunciation
or the meaning of words

5d. The materials provide embedded opportunities for
students to encounter and develop an understanding of

figurative language, word relationships, and nuances in
word meanings.

SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXT/MATERIALS EVIDER L=

RATING
Yes, but there is little practice. Some units contain multiple 04) extensive
opportunities for students to practice concepts and other units
don't, which assumes that the students' have mastered the 03) sufficient
concept.

@2) some
O 1) weak

Yes, but there is inconsistent supports for students due to the O4) extensive
fact that there are more opportunities given in different units than

others. (O3) sufficient

@2) some
O 1) weak

OVERALLRATING: O4)extensive evidence O 3) sufficient evidence @ 2) some evidence O 1) weak evidence

SUMMARY STATEMENT (Explain why the materials received this overall rating):
There is practice and opportunities, but there is inconsistency because some units have more practice and opportunities to work with
the concepts than others. These opportunities are not built where they are building student independence, they are spread out through

units instead of building.

ELA/LITERACY GRADE-LEVEL INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS EVALUATION TOOL: QUALITY REVIEW GRADE 4

13





ALIGNMENT CRITERIONVI: SPEAKINGAND LISTENING

To be CCSS-aligned, speaking and listening must be integrated into lessons, items, and tasks. These must reflect a progression of
communication skills required for eventual college- and career-readiness. If grade four students are able to listen to others, discuss
what they are learning, and voice their own confusion or misunderstandings, their learning becomes deeper and more meaningful.
They are exposed, at this level, to points of view that may differ from their own, and they learn how to agree and disagree, express
their own thoughts, and ask questions when they don’t understand or need more clarification (CCSS).

EVIDENCE

GUIDING STATEMENTS SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXT/MATERIALS RATING

6a. Comprehension and Collaboration. Materials providea ~ YeS, students must come prepared for the discussion during the @4) extensive

language framework for student participation in read aloud. Throughout the read aloud there are
academic conversations, including the ability to: comprehension/text-dependent questions that require students O 3) sufficient
to discuss in small groups and partners. Students must be able

to support their inferences using evidence. The read aloud
provides lots of opportunities for students to discuss as well as O 2) some
the vocabulary activities.

» Come to a discussion prepared

* Follow agreed upon rules/roles

» Pose andrespond to specific questions to clarify or follow
up oninformation

. sziew key ideas and explain their own ideas O 1) weak

» Useaccurate, grade-appropriate conversational, general
academic,and domain-specificwordsand phrases
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GUIDING STATEMENTS

EVIDENCE

SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXT/MATERIALS RATING

6b.Presentationofknowledge and Ideas. Materials provide a Yes, it depends on the culminating task and genre of writing 04) extensive

language framework for student planning of effective

presentations, focusing on:

» Howtoreportonatopicusing evidenceto
present findings from their research

* How to tell a story or recount an
experience in an organized manner

» Howtouse appropriate facts andrelevant details to
supportmain ideas and themes

» Howto speakin complete sentenceswhen appropriate to
the task and situation clearly and at anacceptable pace

» Howto differentiate between contexts for formal English
and situations where informal discourse is appropriate

students are focusing on. Students do lots of peer editing and
assessing throughout the units backing up different inferences @ 3) sufficient
and claims them may have.

O 2) some

O 1) weak

OVERALLRATING: @4)extensive evidence OS) sufficient evidence OZ) some evidence O 1) weak evidence

SUMMARY STATEMENT (Explain why the materials received this overall rating):
The read aloud portion provides students with several opportunities through each reading to have discussions with their peers and
defend/ support their claims. There are opportunities for presentations throughout the culminating tasks. Students are also peer editing

and assessing one another's work.

ELA/LITERACY GRADE-LEVEL INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS EVALUATION TOOL: QUALITY REVIEW GRADE 4
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ALIGNMENT CRITERION VII: SCAFFOLDING AND SUPPORTS

While scaffolds are not a part of the standards themselves, it is important to support teachers in meeting the needs of the range of
students in their classrooms. In order to meet the reading, speaking, and writing needs of all grade four students, the materials
must include supports for students to comprehend texts at the grades three through five-complexity band as required, and at the high
end of this complexity band with scaffolding. Supports and scaffolds should draw students back to the text and provide strategies for
vocabulary acquisition. All scaffolding and support requires ongoing formal and informal assessments that provide multiple
opportunities for students to demonstrate their proficiency and inform instruction.

It is important to note that scaffolding is not just intended for struggling students, but also for students who are ready for above
grade-level work. As text complexity increases and tasks get increasingly challenging, the need for appropriate scaffolds for above

grade-level access is equally important (CCSS).
GUIDING STATEMENTS

7a. The texts promote differentiated instruction and
instructional conversations about text to support student
learning of:

» Academic language
* Linguistic frames for student talk and writing
* Repeated grammatical structures and language

7b. The materials include student supports such as:

» Multiple digital and media versions of texts

lllustrations

Graphs andcharts

Maps and photographs

* Visual cues/notes that draw attention to words in
the text that signal sequence or offer clues to meaning
(i.e.,where, when, and how key events occur)

EVIDENCE

SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXT/MATERIALS RATING

Yes, throughout the read aloud there are several comprehension 04) extensive
questions about different structures of the reading. There is

flexibility for the teacher in how she leads the read alouds based O 3) sufficient
on student needs.

The foundational skills and language lack in resources for @ 2) some
multiple opportunities for practice.

O 1) weak

There is lots of student support found on the digital resource of @4) extensive
CK. There are visuals, graphic organizers, note takers, sample

work, photographs, maps. All students can find these in their O 3) sufficient
readers.

O 2) some
O 1) weak

ELA/LITERACY GRADE-LEVEL INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS EVALUATION TOOL: QUALITY REVIEW GRADE 4
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GUIDING STATEMENTS

7c. The materialsaredesignedto support teacher
instruction by use of:

« Explicit instructional directions accompanied by materials
that are clearly aligned to stated goals and objectives
that build student abilityto read and comprehendgrade-
level text

« Strategies to gradually increase difficulty as students’
comprehension skills strengthen

+ Strategiesto supportstudentacquisition of
knowledge supporting specific common core
standards

* Clear and detailed teacher directions and guidance
for introducing new concepts and skills

» Clear guidance for documenting student progress
toward meeting grade-level standards

7d.The materials provide support for student
learning throughvaryingmodalities (i.e., thereare
provisionsfor print, digital, and other multimedia sources
forinformation attainment).

EVIDENCE

SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXT/MATERIALS RATING

There is explicit instruction for the teacher. There are helpful @4) extensive
hints, multiple resources, charts. There is student sample work

the teacher can refer to or show students if needed. There are O 3) sufficient
rubrics the teacher can use to document whether students are

approaching, meeting, or exceeding standards. There are also

formative assessments, spelling assessments, performance O 2) some
tasks, and culminating tasks. There are also mid-point checks.

O 1) weak

Yes, there is a digital source that the teacher can use throughout @4) extensive
lessons, different graphic organizers, word charts, posters.
O 3) sufficient

O 2) some
O 1) weak
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GUIDING STATEMENTS

7e. The materials include assessments along with:

» Suggestions for next steps to address a spectrum of
performancelevels and needs based onassessmentresults

» Opportunities for students to demonstrate their expertise
through the use of performance tasks

 Pieces ofchallengingand complete textthatcan be
used to assessstudentunderstandingand next
instructional steps

 Reading selections and questions that progressin a logical
sequence for gradual release?

» Enrichmenttasksfor students who are ontargetfor
meeting grade-level expectations

» Steps to take when evidence suggests that students
are starting to fallbehind

SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXT/MATERIALS

There are rubrics the teacher can use to document whether
students are approaching, meeting, or exceeding standards.
There are also formative assessments, spelling assessments,
performance tasks, and culminating tasks. There are also mid-
point checks.

OVERALLRATING: @4)extensive evidence OS) sufficient evidence O 2) some evidence Ol) weak evidence

SUMMARY STATEMENT (Explain why the materials received this overall rating):
The resources is very teacher friendly. There is explicit instruction for the teacher. There are helpful hints, multiple resources, charts.
There is student sample work the teacher can refer to or show students if needed. There are rubrics the teacher can use to document
whether students are approaching, meeting, or exceeding standards. There are also formative assessments, spelling assessments,
performance tasks, and culminating tasks. There are also mid-point checks.

1 Gradual release: scaffolding of instruction so that students develop the ability to read and complete tasks and assignments independently and proficiently.

EVIDENCE
RATING

@4) extensive
O 3) sufficient

O 2) some
O 1) weak

ELA/LITERACY GRADE-LEVEL INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS EVALUATION TOOL: QUALITY REVIEW GRADE 4
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		SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXTMATERIALSLiterature and Informational Text C1a The texts present rich and embedded relationships between and among characters ideas and concepts that are conveyed through masterful style and structure See exemplars in CCSS Appendix B: The texts consider a range of student interests and are all high quality published pieces.

		SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXTMATERIALSC1bAs well as texts that contain rich content ideas and academic language worthy of close reading: Yes, the texts fall between a Lexile range of 770-1100, the grade 4 standards Lexile range start at a 640, so the CK texts start a little above the starting range of grade 4.

		C1cThematerialsconsistentlyprovideopportunitiesto read both l i terary and i nformationaltexts in the gradesthree throughfivetextcomplexityband with scaffolding as needed at the high end of the range: Yes, the read aloud portion provides nice scaffolding for all different types of learners. The grade 4 band starts at a 640, but Core Knowledge readers range from 770 to the end of the grade band.

		C1d Mater i als prov i de strategies for grade l evel vocabulary acquisition: Yes. Throughout the read aloud/ close read their are tier 1, 2, and 3 words. There are definitions provided and word work.

		SUMMARY STATEMENT Explain why the materials received this overall rating: The materials range and have a balance of F and NF texts at a Lexile range of 770-1100. The texts are all high quality pieces. The texts also meet CCSS Publisher's criteria guidelines which represent diverse cultures.

		SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXTMATERIALSLiterature and Informational Text 1a The range of materials both print and digital allows teachers andstudents to explore content that coherentlyand systematicallybuilds knowledgeandgradelevel vocabulary acrosssubjects themes andtop i csSeeCCSS AppendixB for examples of gradelevel knowledge demandsText setsalso address a wide variety of student interest and are likely to foster independent reading: There are digital resources included for each domain that connect to much of the lessons.Teachers are given several opportunities to model oral reading, but students are not given as many.

		SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXTMATERIALS1b Text sets include a diverse range of high quality culturally responsive and appropriate topicsand themes Textsfrom diverseculturesreflectthesamehighqualityfeaturesthat are demanded of all texts: CCSS Publisher's Guidelines approve that CK exposes students to experiences and individuals who come from diverse cultures and groups.

		SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXTMATERIALS1c Materials include a rich and diverse sampling of l i terary texts including but not limited to  Stories drama prose and poetry  Storiesmythsand traditional literature from diverse cultures: Yes.

Many can be found in the personal narrative section.

Myths and diverse cultures are also included in Geology domain. These are just some examples of diverse cultures found throughout the domains.

		SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXTMATERIALS1dTherangeofinformationaltexts includes elections that  Present historical events  Describe technical procedures  Present scientific ideas or concepts  Contain at least two texts on the same topic  Present first and secondhand accountsofthe same event or topic  Contain relevantvisual representations of information: Yes,come about in each domain.

Read aloud or students read silently and then read in partners. There are text sets and they build upon one another. In geology it has a NF read about different concepts and myths attached.

		SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXTMATERIALS1e Student reading materials contain a range of increasingly challenging selections that allow teachers to build students ability to comprehend complex text and expand vocabulary throughout the school year: Yes, but lacks in fluency. There is a fluency resource that comes up in Unit 3, but fluency could be stronger. The read aloud so also allow teachers the opportunity to model oral reading, but not as many opportunities are given to students.

		SUMMARY STATEMENT Explain why the materials received this overall rating_2: There is a range of high quality texts within in each domain of Core Knowledge. Example, Geology includes NF texts introducing new concepts about the Earth and how it is formed and also connects myths and legends as well. Personal Narratives uses sever different memoir's and biographies. All of the texts are high quality and have been published before the program was created. The texts support diversity and different groups of people.

		SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXTMATERIALSLiterature and Informational Text 2a Key Ideas and Details Questions and tasks require students to explicitly attend to the text including but not limited to  Referring to details and examples in a text when explaining what the text says and when making inferences  Summarizing text  Determiningthetheme of a story or mainidea of atext from keydetails  Describing characters settings or events in depth  Explain i ng events procedures ideas or concepts covered inhistoricalscientificortechnicalreadingselections including what happened and why: Many comprehension questions throughout each reading require students to cite their evidence. It also supports having students pull evidence to support their conclusions they are making.

Personal Narratives- What evidence supports each character trait

Talks about which lines from the text support main ideas

In many of the activity pages the students are required to attend to the text directly in order to complete the activity page successfully.

		SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXTMATERIALS2b Craft and Structure Questions and tasks require students to explicitlyattend tothe text including but not limited to  Determining the meaning of words and phrases as used in the text including general academic and domainspecific words as well as those that allude to significant characters found in mythology such as Herculean  Explainingthed i fferencesbetweendramaproseandpoetry  Describing the overal l structure of a text or structural elements of poems and drama  Comparing and contrasting the point of view from which different storiesare narrated including firstand secondhandaccountsofthesameevent or topicor firstand thirdperson narrations of a story: Yes, most activity pages require students to attend directly to the text by providing lines from the text/ text evidence to support their reasoning or answers.

There is word work and throughout the text-dependent questions high level academic vocabulary are bolded and students are prompted to use context clues to help them understand the meaning of the word.

		SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXTMATERIALS2c Integration of Knowledge and Ideas Questions and tasks requirestudentstoexplicitlyattendtothetext including but not limitedto  Explain i ng how an author uses reasons and ev i dence to support points  Making connections between the text of a story or a drama and prose  Interpret i ng informat i on presented v i sual l y orally or quantitatively  Comparingand contrasting the treatment of similar themestopics and patterns of events in literature  Integrating informationfrom two textsonthesametopic: There are text-dependent questions for each assignment. The text-dependent questions lead students to the culminating task or activities they must complete. Many of the writing tasks require students to use multiple resources from what they have read in the unit to support their reasoning.

		SUMMARY STATEMENT Explain why the materials received this overall rating_3: The questions are crafted so that students must use text evidence to support their thinking and conclusions they have come up with. The questioning throughout each reading helps students have background knowledge in order to complete several concept activities successfully. The questions also prepare students for their culminating writing task.

		SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXTMATERIALS3a Writing assignments are explicitly connected to what students are reading and routinely include writing over shorter time frames a single sitting or a day or two and extended time frames for research reflection and revision for a range of disciplinespecific tasks purposes and audiences: Yes! Students must use resources they have read in each unit to perform the writing task. The writing task builds within the unit, so part of the writing task may start in lesson 2 of the unit, but then is revisited in lessons 5 and 6 of the unit. The culminating task is split into portions throughout the unit and then by the end of the unit the students must complete the larger portion of the task, but they have tons of materials and background knowledge that were built within the unit.

		SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXTMATERIALS3b Textdependent questions generally create the foundation for students to address culminating writing tasks including  Writing opinion pieces on topics or texts supporting a point of view with reasons and information  Writing informativeexplanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas and information clearly  Writing narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events us i ng effect i ve techn i que descr i pt i ve deta i l s and clear sequences of events: Yes, the questions directly connect to the writing and understanding how to answer the writing prompt.

		SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXTMATERIALS3cReading materials can serve as models to explore writers craft demonstrate use of domainspecific words and phrases and support student production of gradelevel opinion informational and narrative writing: Yes. Core knowledge provides student samples within lessons that students must evaluate. Students are given the opportunity to work with student writing samples within different lessons of the unit and by the end students have a good idea of quality writing in the genre they have been working with. Students also have the resources to refer back to as they complete their own writing.

		SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXTMATERIALS3d Mater i als include explicit support to teachers either in the teacher  s edition or classroom mater i als for writing instruction linked to the grade four writing standards including  Producing clear and coherent writing in which the development and organization are appropriate to the task purpose andaudience  Developing and strengthening wr i ting by planning rev i s i ng and editing  Using technology including the Internet to produce and publish writing as well as to interact and collaborate with others demonstrating sufficient keyboarding skills  Graphic organizers chart etc to aid in explicit teacher instruction Materials should also guide the teaching of specific components of gradefour writing standards 13 See CCSS: Yes. Mini-lessons that meet several learners needs are built within each unit. There are graphic organizers and note takers that teacher may uses to teach the writing along with student samples they may show their student or for their own reference.

		SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXTMATERIALS3eMaterials provide opportunities and resourcesfor students to conduct short research projects that build knowledge about a topic including  Investigating different aspects of a topic  Recalling relevantinformation from experiences or gathering informationfromprintanddigital sources  Taking notes and categorizing information  Providing a list of sources  Drawing evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis reflection or research: Yes, students are required to use multiple sources within their writing and the writing is flexible to where students may choose specific topics to conduct different genres of writing. They may use different sources than their peers to complete their culminating task.

		SUMMARY STATEMENT Explain why the materials received this overall rating_4: All units require writing, speaking, and listening. Strongest part of the curriculum. Students are provided with text-dependent questions that prepare them for their writing culminating tasks. Students are also given several opportunities to work on writing throughout the unit along with peer editing. Students are given specific graphic organizers and supports to help with their writing process. 

		SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXTMATERIALS4a Materials provide teachers with guidance and support for explicit and systematic instruction of the grade four Reading Standards for Foundational Skills by providing instruction in phonics word analysis and reading with fluency to support comprehensionRefer to CCSS Appendix Aforthe research detailing the advancement of foundational skills in reading: Yes, there is a morphology section with a mini-lesson and then practice that uses the content students are working with. Charts are provided in the digital resource or the teacher guide explains to the teacher how to create a specific chart for the word analysis, word work, or morphology lesson. 

		SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXTMATERIALS4b Materials include a variety of opportunities for students to develop and apply word analysis and decoding skills including  Understanding grade l evel vocabulary us i ng an i ntegrated approachincludingaffixesmultisyllablewordsetc  Understanding multisyllabic wordsin context and out of context  Selfcorrectingusingword recognition skills and context clues rereading text purposefully as needed  Developing f l uency with grade l eve l regu l ar and irregular spelling patterns  Spelling patterns and morphology: Yes, there is practice built that pairs with the content students are working with. Then during writing students have different requirements that they must meet using knowledge and skills from morphology.

		SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXTMATERIALS4c Mater i als prov i de regular pract i ce in reading grade l evel prose and poetry with accuracy at an appropriate rate and with appropriateexpression: There are lessons that meet the standards and there is a lesson for each, but the lessons and practice are not very explicit.

		SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXTMATERIALS4d Materialsguide studentsinreading gradelevel texts with purpose and understanding making frequent connections between the acquisition of foundational skills and access to the meaning of texts including a set of textdependent or textspecific questions to check for understanding: There is practice, but the information of the lesson and practice is not very explicit.

		SUMMARY STATEMENT Explain why the materials received this overall rating_5: The skills and practice are in each lesson, but the explicit instruction and practice of each concept is not there. Teachers would need to be creative and find more practice for their students or other resources to teach the skill more explicitly.

		SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXTMATERIALSConventions of Standard English 5a There is ev i dence that grade l eve l grammar and convent i ons are addressed us i ng an i ntegrated and contextual i zed approach in daily instruction Materials and tasks in grade four are designed to help build student understanding and use of  Relative pronouns  Progressive verbtenses  Modal auxiliaries such as can may or must to convey various conditions  Correct ordering of adjectives within sentences  Prepositional phrases  Complete sentences andediting fragments and runons  Correct spelling and capitalization  Commas and quotation marks to mark direct speechor quotations  Commasbeforea coordinatingconjunctionin a compound sentence: Yes, students are taught the concepts, but not much time is spent on them. Students do have time to practice the concepts within their writing.

		SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXTMATERIALSKnowledge of Language 5b The materials support instruction on  Choosing words and phrases to convey ideas precisely  Choosing punctuation for effect  Differentiating between contexts that call for formal and informal English: Yes, there is a word work section, but again instruction is not explicit. There is practice, but some of the practice is out of context.

		SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXTMATERIALSVocabulary Acquisition and Use 5cThematerials provide contextsupportand strategies for teaching vocabulary acquisition skills including  Using context clues to unlock the meaning of words  UsingGreek orLatin affixes and rootsas clues to the meaning of words  Consu l t i ng reference mater i als to determ i ne pronunc i at i on or the meaning of words: Yes, but there is little practice. Some units contain multiple opportunities for students to practice concepts and other units don't, which assumes that the students' have mastered the concept.

		SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXTMATERIALS5d The materials provide embedded opportunities for students to encounter and develop an understanding of figurative language word relationships and nuances in word meanings: Yes, but there is inconsistent supports for students due to the fact that there are more opportunities given in different units than others.

		SUMMARY STATEMENT Explain why the materials received this overall rating_6: There is practice and opportunities, but there is inconsistency because some units have more practice and opportunities to work with the concepts than others. These opportunities are not built where they are building student independence, they are spread out through units instead of building. 

		SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXTMATERIALS6a Comprehension and Collaboration Materials provide a language framework for student participation in academic conversations including the ability to  Come to a discussion prepared  Follow agreed upon rulesroles  Pose and respond to specific questions to clarify or follow up on information  Review key ideas and explain their own ideas  Useaccurategradeappropr i ateconversat i onal general academicanddomainspecificwordsandphrases: Yes, students must come prepared for the discussion during the read aloud. Throughout the read aloud there are comprehension/text-dependent questions that require students to discuss in small groups and partners. Students must be able to support their inferences using evidence. The read aloud provides lots of opportunities for students to discuss as well as the vocabulary activities.

		SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXTMATERIALS6bPresentationofKnowledge and Ideas Materials provide a language framework for student planning of effective presentations focusing on  Howtoreportonatopicusing evidenceto present findings from their research  How to tell a story or recount an experience in an organized manner  How to use appropriate facts and relevant details to support main ideas and themes  Howto speak in complete sentences when appropriateto the task and situation clearlyand at an acceptable pace  How to differentiate between contexts for formal English and situations where informal discourseis appropriate: Yes, it depends on the culminating task and genre of writing students are focusing on. Students do lots of peer editing and assessing throughout the units backing up different inferences and claims them may have.

		SUMMARY STATEMENT Explain why the materials received this overall rating_7: The read aloud portion provides students with several opportunities through each reading to have discussions with their peers and defend/ support their claims. There are opportunities for presentations throughout the culminating tasks. Students are also peer editing and assessing one another's work.

		SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXTMATERIALS7a The texts promote differentiated instruction and instructional conversations about text to support student learning of  Academic language  Linguistic frames for student talk and writing  Repeated grammatical structures and language: Yes, throughout the read aloud there are several comprehension questions about different structures of the reading. There is flexibility for the teacher in how she leads the read alouds based on student needs.

The foundational skills and language lack in resources for multiple opportunities for practice.

		SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXTMATERIALS7b The materials include student supports such as  Multiple digital and media versions of texts  Illustrations  Graphs andcharts  Maps andphotographs  Visual cuesnotes that draw attention to words in the text that signal sequence or offer clues to meaning iewhere when and how key events occur: There is lots of student support found on the digital resource of CK. There are visuals, graphic organizers, note takers, sample work, photographs, maps. All students can find these in their readers.

		SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXTMATERIALS7c Thematerialsaredesignedto support teacher instruction by use of  Explicit i nstruct i onal direct i ons accompanied by mater i als that are clearly aligned to stated goals and objectives that build student abilityto readandcomprehendgrade level text  Strategies to gradual l y i ncrease d i ff i cu l ty as students  comprehension skills strengthen  Strateg i esto supportstudentacquis i tionof know l edge supporting specific common core standards  C l ear and detai l ed teacher direct i ons and guidance for introducing newconcepts andskills  C l ear guidance for document i ng student progress toward meeting gradelevel standards: There is explicit instruction for the teacher. There are helpful hints, multiple resources, charts. There is student sample work the teacher can refer to or show students if needed. There are rubrics the teacher can use to document whether students are approaching, meeting, or exceeding standards. There are also formative assessments, spelling assessments, performance tasks, and culminating tasks. There are also mid-point checks.

		SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXTMATERIALS7dThe materials provide support for student learning throughvaryingmodalitiesiethereare provisionsfor print digital and other multimedia sources for information attainment: Yes, there is a digital source that the teacher can use throughout lessons, different graphic organizers, word charts, posters.

		SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXTMATERIALS7e The materials include assessments along with  Suggestions for next steps to address a spectrum of performance l evels andneeds based onassessment results  Opportunities for students to demonstrate their expertise through the use of performance tasks  Pieces ofchallengingand complete textthatcan be used to assess studentunderstanding and next instructional steps  Reading select i ons and questions that progress in a l ogical sequence for gradual release1  Enrichment tasksfor students who areontarget for meeting gradelevel expectations  Steps to take when evidence suggests that students are starting to fallbehind: There are rubrics the teacher can use to document whether students are approaching, meeting, or exceeding standards. There are also formative assessments, spelling assessments, performance tasks, and culminating tasks. There are also mid-point checks.

		SUMMARY STATEMENT Explain why the materials received this overall rating_8: The resources is very teacher friendly. There is explicit instruction for the teacher. There are helpful hints, multiple resources, charts. There is student sample work the teacher can refer to or show students if needed. There are rubrics the teacher can use to document whether students are approaching, meeting, or exceeding standards. There are also formative assessments, spelling assessments, performance tasks, and culminating tasks. There are also mid-point checks.
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		Group36: Choice1

		Group37: Choice1

		Group38: Choice1

		Group39: Choice1

		Group40: Choice1
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Textbook and Instructional Material Evaluation Rubric Form-
English Language Arts

Instructional materials are designed for use by students and teachers as a learning resource for students to acquire

essential knowledge, skills, abilities, and dispositions. This includes print and non-print materials, including
comprehensive/core textbooks, supplemental materials, Web-based and electronic textbooks, and assessments.

Title: Core Knowledge Author(s): Amplify Publisher(s):
Copyright Date: Subject/Grade Level: 4

Student ISBN:

Teacher Edition ISBN:

Instructions: Use the tables below to determine if the Textbook or Instructional material meets each criteria.

Organization

Criteria 2 1
Meets | Inadequate

Comments

1. Material provides a useful table of
contents, glossary, supplemental pages, and X
index.

2. Layout is consistent; chapters/units are
arranged logically; and allow access through X
multiple modalities.

3. Teacher edition contains interesting
introductions and a list of prerequisites skills X
for each chapter.
4. Material contains examples, explanations, X
and/or online resources to the depth and
breadth of the Nevada Academic Content
Standards.

5. Information is accurate, current, and
research-based.

6. Focus of academic and domain specific
vocabulary is prevalent throughout reading,
writing, listening, and speaking.

7. Size and format of print is appropriate.

8. Format is visually appealing & interesting.

9. Material provides Smarter Balanced
assessment type questions and/or
performance-based tasks.

10. Electronic and interactive format
available.

Other:
Total Organization: 20

English Language Arts Content

X | DK [x x| DX | X

1
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Criteria

2 1
Meets | Inadequate

Comments

11. Materials focus on the knowledge, skills, and
abilities (KSASs) appropriate to the grade level.

12. Material demonstrates coherence and rigor of
KSAs appropriate to grade level.

13. Real-world applications are relevant to the
students.

14. Information and directions are clearly written and
explained.

15. Tasks are aligned to the anchor standards of the
Nevada Academic Content Standards.

16. Non-text content (maps, graphs, pictures, etc.) are
accurate, authentic, and well integrated into the
instructional material.

17. Lessons/tasks are interdisciplinary when
appropriate.

18. Tasks apply to the diversity of students and their
abilities, interests, and learning styles.

19. Questions and tasks encourage the development
and application of higher-level thinking skills.

20. Teacher edition includes questioning strategies
and/or questions to check for understanding at all
Depth of Knowledge (DOK) levels.

21. Teacher edition includes formative
assessment/evaluation tools and processes.

22. Material adheres to the text complexity at each
grade level outlined by the Nevada Academic Content
Standards.

23. Material provides access to or demonstrates
concepts in multiple ways, allowing for a variety of
student responses.

24. Tasks have a purpose, aligned to a skill or concept
at grade level.

25. Range and quality of text at each grade level is
addressed with a well-balanced representation of
literary and informational texts.

26. Material includes application of skills and
concepts at grade level.

27. Material makes it clear that student writing is a
key task (argument, informative, response to audience
and purpose, short focused research).

28. Content includes 21 Century skill development
such as collaboration, creative thinking, and problem

DX XX XX XXX XXX X | X [ XXX |[X|X

solving.
Other:
Total ELA Content Criteria: 36
Inclusion
2
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Criteria

Meets | Inadequate

1

Comments

29. Material reflects a variety of ways to
differentiate instruction and model content to
support all learners.

30. Material reflects sensitivity with regard
to gender, race/ethnicity, religion, socio-
economic status, intellectual, and physical
abilities.

31. Material includes access to a multilingual
glossary.

32. Material provides resources for students
with disabilities and English Language
Learners aligned to grade level content.

33. Material is available for students with
visual impairments via a NIMAS file on the
NIMAC system.

X | X | X

Other:

Total Inclusion Criteria:

10

Alignment

Criteria

2 1
Meets | Inadequate Comments

34. Material content aligns to
district/organization curriculum.

35. Material content aligns with college and | y
career readiness skills (Nevada Academic
Content Standards).

36. Material is a useful resource in preparing X

students to meet the requirements of the
Nevada Academic Content Standards and
statewide assessments.

Other:

Total Alignment Criteria:

Total Score for ELA Textbook or Instructional Material: Meets 72

Nevada Department of Education

N
S oo

July 2, 2013

Textbook and Instructional Material Adoption Form
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		2 Meets1 Material provides a useful table of contents glossary supplemental pages and index: X

		1 Inadequate1 Material provides a useful table of contents glossary supplemental pages and index: 

		Comments1 Material provides a useful table of contents glossary supplemental pages and index: 

		2 Meets2 Layout is consistent chaptersunits are arranged logically and allow access through multiple modalities: X

		1 Inadequate2 Layout is consistent chaptersunits are arranged logically and allow access through multiple modalities: 

		Comments2 Layout is consistent chaptersunits are arranged logically and allow access through multiple modalities: 

		2 Meets3 Teacher edition contains interesting introductions and a list of prerequisites skills for each chapter: X

		1 Inadequate3 Teacher edition contains interesting introductions and a list of prerequisites skills for each chapter: 

		Comments3 Teacher edition contains interesting introductions and a list of prerequisites skills for each chapter: 

		2 Meets4 Material contains examples explanations andor online resources to the depth and breadth of the Nevada Academic Content Standards: X

		1 Inadequate4 Material contains examples explanations andor online resources to the depth and breadth of the Nevada Academic Content Standards: 

		Comments4 Material contains examples explanations andor online resources to the depth and breadth of the Nevada Academic Content Standards: 

		2 Meets5 Information is accurate current and researchbased: X

		1 Inadequate5 Information is accurate current and researchbased: 

		Comments5 Information is accurate current and researchbased: 

		2 Meets6 Focus of academic and domain specific vocabulary is prevalent throughout reading writing listening and speaking: X

		1 Inadequate6 Focus of academic and domain specific vocabulary is prevalent throughout reading writing listening and speaking: 

		Comments6 Focus of academic and domain specific vocabulary is prevalent throughout reading writing listening and speaking: 

		2 Meets7 Size and format of print is appropriate: X

		1 Inadequate7 Size and format of print is appropriate: 

		Comments7 Size and format of print is appropriate: 

		2 Meets8 Format is visually appealing  interesting: X

		1 Inadequate8 Format is visually appealing  interesting: 

		Comments8 Format is visually appealing  interesting: 

		2 Meets9 Material provides Smarter Balanced assessment type questions andor performancebased tasks: X

		1 Inadequate9 Material provides Smarter Balanced assessment type questions andor performancebased tasks: 

		Comments9 Material provides Smarter Balanced assessment type questions andor performancebased tasks: 

		2 Meets10 Electronic and interactive format available: X

		1 Inadequate10 Electronic and interactive format available: 

		Comments10 Electronic and interactive format available: 

		2 MeetsOther: 

		1 InadequateOther: 

		CommentsOther: 

		2 MeetsTotal Organization: 20

		1 InadequateTotal Organization: 

		CommentsTotal Organization: 

		2 Meets11 Materials focus on the knowledge skills and abilities KSAs appropriate to the grade level: X

		1 Inadequate11 Materials focus on the knowledge skills and abilities KSAs appropriate to the grade level: 

		Comments11 Materials focus on the knowledge skills and abilities KSAs appropriate to the grade level: 

		2 Meets12 Material demonstrates coherence and rigor of KSAs appropriate to grade level: X

		1 Inadequate12 Material demonstrates coherence and rigor of KSAs appropriate to grade level: 

		Comments12 Material demonstrates coherence and rigor of KSAs appropriate to grade level: 

		2 Meets13 Realworld applications are relevant to the students: X

		1 Inadequate13 Realworld applications are relevant to the students: 

		Comments13 Realworld applications are relevant to the students: 

		2 Meets14 Information and directions are clearly written and explained: X

		1 Inadequate14 Information and directions are clearly written and explained: 

		Comments14 Information and directions are clearly written and explained: 

		2 Meets15 Tasks are aligned to the anchor standards of the Nevada Academic Content Standards: X

		1 Inadequate15 Tasks are aligned to the anchor standards of the Nevada Academic Content Standards: 

		Comments15 Tasks are aligned to the anchor standards of the Nevada Academic Content Standards: 

		2 Meets16 Nontext content maps graphs pictures etc are accurate authentic and well integrated into the instructional material: X

		1 Inadequate16 Nontext content maps graphs pictures etc are accurate authentic and well integrated into the instructional material: 

		Comments16 Nontext content maps graphs pictures etc are accurate authentic and well integrated into the instructional material: 

		2 Meets17 Lessonstasks are interdisciplinary when appropriate: X

		1 Inadequate17 Lessonstasks are interdisciplinary when appropriate: 

		Comments17 Lessonstasks are interdisciplinary when appropriate: 

		2 Meets18 Tasks apply to the diversity of students and their abilities interests and learning styles: X

		1 Inadequate18 Tasks apply to the diversity of students and their abilities interests and learning styles: 

		Comments18 Tasks apply to the diversity of students and their abilities interests and learning styles: 

		2 Meets19 Questions and tasks encourage the development and application of higherlevel thinking skills: X

		1 Inadequate19 Questions and tasks encourage the development and application of higherlevel thinking skills: 

		Comments19 Questions and tasks encourage the development and application of higherlevel thinking skills: 

		2 Meets20 Teacher edition includes questioning strategies andor questions to check for understanding at all Depth of Knowledge DOK levels: X

		1 Inadequate20 Teacher edition includes questioning strategies andor questions to check for understanding at all Depth of Knowledge DOK levels: 

		Comments20 Teacher edition includes questioning strategies andor questions to check for understanding at all Depth of Knowledge DOK levels: 

		2 Meets21 Teacher edition includes formative assessmentevaluation tools and processes: X

		1 Inadequate21 Teacher edition includes formative assessmentevaluation tools and processes: 

		Comments21 Teacher edition includes formative assessmentevaluation tools and processes: 

		2 Meets22 Material adheres to the text complexity at each grade level outlined by the Nevada Academic Content Standards: X

		1 Inadequate22 Material adheres to the text complexity at each grade level outlined by the Nevada Academic Content Standards: 

		Comments22 Material adheres to the text complexity at each grade level outlined by the Nevada Academic Content Standards: 

		2 Meets23 Material provides access to or demonstrates concepts in multiple ways allowing for a variety of student responses: X

		1 Inadequate23 Material provides access to or demonstrates concepts in multiple ways allowing for a variety of student responses: 

		Comments23 Material provides access to or demonstrates concepts in multiple ways allowing for a variety of student responses: 

		2 Meets24 Tasks have a purpose aligned to a skill or concept at grade level: X

		1 Inadequate24 Tasks have a purpose aligned to a skill or concept at grade level: 

		Comments24 Tasks have a purpose aligned to a skill or concept at grade level: 

		2 Meets25 Range and quality of text at each grade level is addressed with a wellbalanced representation of literary and informational texts: X

		1 Inadequate25 Range and quality of text at each grade level is addressed with a wellbalanced representation of literary and informational texts: 

		Comments25 Range and quality of text at each grade level is addressed with a wellbalanced representation of literary and informational texts: 

		2 Meets26 Material includes application of skills and concepts at grade level: X

		1 Inadequate26 Material includes application of skills and concepts at grade level: 

		Comments26 Material includes application of skills and concepts at grade level: 

		2 Meets27 Material makes it clear that student writing is a key task argument informative response to audience and purpose short focused research: X

		1 Inadequate27 Material makes it clear that student writing is a key task argument informative response to audience and purpose short focused research: 

		Comments27 Material makes it clear that student writing is a key task argument informative response to audience and purpose short focused research: 

		2 Meets28 Content includes 21st Century skill development such as collaboration creative thinking and problem solving: X

		1 Inadequate28 Content includes 21st Century skill development such as collaboration creative thinking and problem solving: 

		Comments28 Content includes 21st Century skill development such as collaboration creative thinking and problem solving: 

		Other_2: 

		2 MeetsOther_2: 

		1 InadequateOther_2: 

		CommentsOther_2: 

		2 MeetsTotal ELA Content Criteria: 36

		1 InadequateTotal ELA Content Criteria: 

		CommentsTotal ELA Content Criteria: 

		2 Meets29 Material reflects a variety of ways to differentiate instruction and model content to support all learners: X

		1 Inadequate29 Material reflects a variety of ways to differentiate instruction and model content to support all learners: 

		Comments29 Material reflects a variety of ways to differentiate instruction and model content to support all learners: 

		2 Meets30 Material reflects sensitivity with regard to gender raceethnicity religion socio economic status intellectual and physical abilities: X

		1 Inadequate30 Material reflects sensitivity with regard to gender raceethnicity religion socio economic status intellectual and physical abilities: 

		Comments30 Material reflects sensitivity with regard to gender raceethnicity religion socio economic status intellectual and physical abilities: 

		2 Meets31 Material includes access to a multilingual glossary: X

		1 Inadequate31 Material includes access to a multilingual glossary: 

		Comments31 Material includes access to a multilingual glossary: 

		2 Meets32 Material provides resources for students with disabilities and English Language Learners aligned to grade level content: X

		1 Inadequate32 Material provides resources for students with disabilities and English Language Learners aligned to grade level content: 

		Comments32 Material provides resources for students with disabilities and English Language Learners aligned to grade level content: 

		2 Meets33 Material is available for students with visual impairments via a NIMAS file on the NIMAC system: X

		1 Inadequate33 Material is available for students with visual impairments via a NIMAS file on the NIMAC system: 

		Comments33 Material is available for students with visual impairments via a NIMAS file on the NIMAC system: 

		Other_3: 

		2 MeetsOther_3: 

		1 InadequateOther_3: 

		CommentsOther_3: 

		2 MeetsTotal Inclusion Criteria: 10

		1 InadequateTotal Inclusion Criteria: 

		CommentsTotal Inclusion Criteria: 

		2 Meets34 Material content aligns to districtorganization curriculum: X

		1 Inadequate34 Material content aligns to districtorganization curriculum: 

		Comments34 Material content aligns to districtorganization curriculum: 

		2 Meets35 Material content aligns with college and career readiness skills Nevada Academic Content Standards: X

		1 Inadequate35 Material content aligns with college and career readiness skills Nevada Academic Content Standards: 

		Comments35 Material content aligns with college and career readiness skills Nevada Academic Content Standards: 

		2 Meets36 Material is a useful resource in preparing students to meet the requirements of the Nevada Academic Content Standards and statewide assessments: X

		1 Inadequate36 Material is a useful resource in preparing students to meet the requirements of the Nevada Academic Content Standards and statewide assessments: 

		Comments36 Material is a useful resource in preparing students to meet the requirements of the Nevada Academic Content Standards and statewide assessments: 

		Other_4: 

		2 MeetsOther_4: 

		1 InadequateOther_4: 

		CommentsOther_4: 

		2 MeetsTotal Alignment Criteria: 6

		1 InadequateTotal Alignment Criteria: 

		CommentsTotal Alignment Criteria: 

		Total Score for ELA Textbook or Instructional Material: Meets 72

		Title: Core Knowledge

		Author(s): Amplify

		Publishers: 

		Copyright Date: 

		Subject/Grade Level: 4

		Student ISBN: 

		Teacher Edition ISBN: 

		Other: 
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COMPONENT 1: TEXT COMPLEXITY

Assessing text complexity in kindergarten and grade one is more a qualitative than quantitative process. The guiding statements
provided in this section will examine text complexity in order to differentiate quality and richness among the texts—particularly
anchor texts—WCSD is considering for adoption. Anchor texts are materials designed to serve as the central unifying tool for the
development of reading comprehension. While evaluations of text complexity formally begin with grade two, student reading
materials, texts, and other materials in kindergarten and grade one need to create the conditions for rich and robust discussion and
writing for ALL students (struggling readers, students with identified academic disabilities, English Learners, students who are
performing at grade level, and advanced students).

GUIDING STATEMENTS SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXT/MATERIALS E\F/QIREII\IISE
Literature and Informational Text Grouped academic domains that increase in complexity over O 4) extensive
Cla. Thetexts presentrichand embedded relationships weeks time. Academic vocabulary, domains build on one
' P . P another within grade levels from pre k -8 -
between and among characters, ideas, and concepts that @ 3) sufficient

are conveyed through masterful style and structure. (See
exemplars in CCSS, AppendixB.)

O 2) some
O 1) weak

C1b. The materials consistently include short, challenging, and Close reading with a lesson. Stories themselves do not go deep, ‘O 4) extensive

complete texts that contain rich content, ideas, and but domains do
academiclanguageworthyofclosereading.(Seeexemplarsin @ 3) sufficient

CCSS, AppendixB.)
O 2) some

O 1) weak

ELA/LITERACY GRADE-LEVEL INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS EVALUATION TOOL: QUALITY REVIEW GRADE K-1 2
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Clc. The materials consistently provide opportunitiesto
readbothliteraryandinformationaltexts. For studentreading
materialsin kindergartenand grade one, refertothe Alignment
Criteria for Foundational Skills (4a-4d of this
document).Read- aloud anchor texts should fall within or
above the grades two through three text complexity band.

Could use more informational text. Approx. 65% literature and O 4) extensive
35% informational at K-2 level.
4a. FS are found within the skills strand @ 3) sufficient
4b texts and games in skills strand, no student digital media
available
4c.Encoding and decoding in skills strand O 2) some
4d.reader in skills strand Td and TS questions in Knowledge
strand as well.

O 1) weak

OVERALL RATING: O 4) extensive evidence @ 3) sufficient evidence O 2) some evidence O 1) weak evidence

SUMMARY STATEMENT (Explain why the materials received this overall rating):

ELA/LITERACY GRADE-LEVEL INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS EVALUATION TOOL: QUALITY REVIEW GRADE K-1





COMPONENT 2: QUESTIONS AND TASKS

At least 80% of all questions in the submission are high-quality text-dependent and text-specific questions. The overwhelming
majority of these questions reference specific text and draw students’ attention to the text they are reading. Text-dependent
guestions that address the kindergarten and grade one standards will be described in greater depth in Alignment Criterion 1.

ALIGNMENT CRITERION|: RANGE AND QUALITY OF TEXTS

Materials must reflect a wide range of text types and genres, as required by the standards. In kindergarten and grade one, and
across all other grade levels, there should be ample texts on topics that can support sustained study. Knowledge built at one grade
level should be expanded in other grade levels. Topics should take into account individual student academic needs and interests in
order to foster independent reading. It is also imperative that the included topics and themes are compelling enough to read multiple
times and are aligned to district needs. Pay particular attention to the guidance provided in Appendix B of the Common Core State

Standards.
EVIDENCE
GUIDING STATEMENTS SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXT/MATERIALS RATING
Lerenn e erel e eeral s digital and print for teachers, none available for students (O 9 extensive
la. The range of materials, both print and digital, allows o
teachers and students to explore content that coherently O 3) sufficient

and systematically builds knowledge and vocabulary across

subjects,themes,and topics. Thisappliesespecially totexts @ 2) some
readaloudbytheteacher,whichshould promote speaking

andlisteningabouttopicsunderstudyinkindergartenand

grade one. (See CCSS Appendix B for examples of grade-level O 1) weak
knowledgedemands.) Textsetsalsoaddressawide variety of

studentinterests,andarelikelytofosterindependentreading.

1b. Textsets include a diverse range of high quality, culturally-  Abundance of diversity O 4) extensive
responsive ad appropriate topics andthemes. Textsfrom
diverse cultures reflect the same high-quality features that @ 3) sufficient

are demanded of all texts.

O 2) some
O 1) weak

ELA/LITERACY GRADE-LEVEL INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS EVALUATION TOOL: QUALITY REVIEW GRADE K-1 4
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GUIDING STATEMENTS SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXT/MATERIALS

1c. Materialsinclude arich and diverse sampling of literary Poems?
texts, including poems and stories with relevant illustrations.

1d. The range of informational texts include:

At least two selections on the same topic

« Selections with various text features such as headings,
tables of contents, glossaries, andillustrations

1le. Student reading materials contain a range of Minimal student texts
increasingly challenging selections that allow teachers to

build students’ ability to comprehend complex text and

expand vocabulary throughout the school year.

EVIDENCE
RATING

O 4) extensive
O 3) sufficient
@ 2) some

O 1) weak
O 4) extensive

@ 3) sufficient
O 2) some

O 1) weak
O 4) extensive

O 3) sufficient
@ 2) some
O 1) weak

OVERALL RATING: 704)extensiveevidencg O 3) sufficientevidence @ 2) some evidence O 1) weak evidence

SUMMARY STATEMENT (Explain why the materials received this overall rating):

ELA/LITERACY GRADE-LEVEL INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS EVALUATION TOOL: QUALITY REVIEW GRADE K-1





ALIGNMENT CRITERION Il. QUESTIONS AND TASKS SUPPORT STUDENT LEARNING

Questions posed to students in the materials under review should support student learning in building reading comprehension, in
finding and producing the textual evidence to support responses, and in developing grade-level academic language. Texts for
kindergarten and grade one students must include text-dependent questions that require the use of higher order thinking skills. There
should be a range of questions that require students to attend to the author’s language as his/her vehicle for conveying meaning, as
well as to support specific inferences with explicit details from the text. Most questions should require that the student refer to the text
in several places in order to devise an answer—rather than asking only literal, “right there” types of questions (CCSS).

GUIDING STATEMENTS SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXT/MATERIALS E}i‘gﬁ'}‘ﬁg
Literature and Informational Text Td and TS questions are ample and provide a wide DOk O 4) extensive
2a. Key ldeas and Details. Questions and tasks o
require students to explicitly attend to the text, @ 3) sufficient

including, butnot limited to:

+ Askingandansweringquestionsaboutkeydetailsinthetext O 2) some
Retelling familiar stories, including key details

Identifying and describing characters, settings, and major

events in astory O 1) weak
Identifying the main topic of a text

Describing the connection between two individuals, events,

or ideas in a text

2b. Craft and Structure. Questions and tasks require O 4) extensive
students to explicitly attend to the text, including, but not
limited to: @ 3) sufficient
« Determining the meanings of unknown words andphrases

in stories, poems, and informational texts O 2) some
« Recognizing and explaining the differences between

common types of text both literary (such as storybooks

and poems) and informational O 1) weak
< Namingtheauthorandillustratorand describingtheirroles

in telling the story or presenting ideas
» Recognizingandusingvariousfeaturesininformational

texts (such as headings or glossaries) to locate information

ELA/LITERACY GRADE-LEVEL INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS EVALUATION TOOL: QUALITY REVIEW GRADE K-1 6
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GUIDING STATEMENTS

SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXT/MATERIALS

EVIDENCE
RATING

2c. Integration of Knowledge and Ideas. Questions and
tasks require studentsto explicitly attend to the text,
including, but not limitedto:

« Comparing and contrasting the experiences of characters in
stories

 Describingthe keyideas conveyed inillustrations

* Identifyingreasonsauthors give to supportpoints andthe
similarities between two texts on the same topic

04) extensive

OVERALL RATING: O 4)extensive evidence @ 3)sufficient evidence O 2) some evidence O 1) weak evidence

SUMMARY STATEMENT (Explain why the materials received this overall rating):

ELA/LITERACY GRADE-LEVEL INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS EVALUATION TOOL: QUALITY REVIEW GRADE K-1






ALIGNMENT CRITERIONIII. WRITINGTOSOURCESANDRESEARCH

The writing standards for each grade level highlight distinctive expectations about student writing. In kindergarten and grade one,
students perform age-appropriate writing tasks and assignments with support and guidance from the teacher. For details on text
types and purposes, production and distribution of writing, research to build and present knowledge, and the range of writing in
kindergarten and grade one, see the Common Core State Standards for English Language Arts and Literacy. The metrics below show

key characteristics to look for in your review of materials.

GUIDING STATEMENTS

SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXT/MATERIALS

EVIDENCE
RATING

3a. Wrmng assignments are exp||c|t|y connected to what Allgned W|th reading domain, addltlona| ertlng CurriC. EXpandS
on it as well

students are reading, and materials a reorganized to
elicit responses to sources in age-appropriate ways.
This might include activities such as dictation or making
pictures to express thoughts in addition to writing, with
support from the teacher.

O 4) extensive
@ 3) sufficient

O 2) some
O 1) weak

3b. Text-dependent questions generally create the foundation

for students to address culminating writing tasks, including:

« Opinionwriting, inwhich studentsintroduce atopic or
name abook, state an opinion, and supply areasonforthe
opinion (using acombination of drawing, dictating, and
writing at the kindergarten level)

« Informative/explanatory writing, in which students name a
topic and supply facts aboutthe topic (using a combination
of drawing, dictating, and writing atthe kindergarten level)

 Narrativewriting,inwhich studentsrecounttwoormore
appropriately sequenced events, including details about
what happened (using a combination of drawing, dictating,
and writing at the kindergarten level)

O
@sten
O 2) some
O 1 weak

3c. Reading materials can serve as models to explore writer's
craftand support student production of grade-level opinion,
informational, and narrative writing.

O 4) extensive
@ 3) sufficient

O 2) some
O 1) weak

ELA/LITERACY GRADE-LEVEL INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS EVALUATION TOOL: QUALITY REVIEW GRADE K-1
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EVIDENCE

GUIDING STATEMENTS SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXT/MATERIALS RATING
3d. Materialsinclude explicit supporttoteachers, either O 4) extensive
intheteacher’'seditionor classroom materials, forwriting
instruction linkedtothe kindergarten and grade one writing @ 3) sufficient
standards, including:
 Focusing on a topic, responding to questions from 5

peers, and adding detailsto strengthenwriting as O ) some
needed
« Exploring and startingto use a variety of digital O 1) weak
tools to produce and publish writing, including in
collaboration with peers
3e. Materials provide opportunities and resources O 4) extensive
for students to participate in shared research and
writing projects, including: @ 3) sufficient
» Recalling information from experiences ,
» Gathering information from provided sources O 2) some

O 1) weak

OVERALL RATING: O 4)extensive evidence @ 3)sufficient evidence OZ) some evidence Ol) weak evidence

SUMMARY STATEMENT (Explain why the materials received this overall rating):

ELA/LITERACY GRADE-LEVEL INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS EVALUATION TOOL: QUALITY REVIEW GRADE K-1





ALIGNMENT CRITERION IV: FOUNDATIONAL SKILLS

Effective instruction on foundational skills in kindergarten and grade one includes explicit and systematic lessons and diagnostic
support in concepts of print, the alphabetic principle, phonics, phonological awareness, vocabulary development and word
recognition, syntax, and reading fluency. Students must be able to recognize and pronounce words fluently in order to focus on the
major goal of reading, which is comprehension. Building these foundational skills must be contextualized within the materials.

GUIDING STATEMENTS

SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXT/MATERIALS

EVIDENCE
RATING

4a. Materials provide teachers with guidance and supportfor
explicitand systematicinstruction ofthekindergarten and
grade oneReading Standards for Foundational Skills (CCSS),
including concepts of print, phonological awareness,
letter recognition, phonics, wordrecognition, andreading
fluencyin a research-based and transparent progression.
(Refer to CCSS Appendix A for the research detailing the
advancement of foundational reading skills.)

Skills foundation

O 4) extensive
@ 3) sufficient

O 2) some
O 1) weak

4b.Materialsincludeavarietyofopportunitiesthatallow
forsystematicandfrequent practice of all foundational
skillsthrough such features as engaging texts, games, digital
materials, etc.

No digital materials for students

O
O sten
@ 2) some
O 1) weak

ELA/LITERACY GRADE-LEVEL INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS EVALUATION TOOL: QUALITY REVIEW GRADE K-1
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GUIDING STATEMENTS SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXT/MATERIALS

4c. Materials provide regular practice in encoding (spelling) Skills foundation, not enough practice texts included in program 04)

and decoding (reading) the sound symbol relationships
of English.

4d. Materialsguide studentsinreading emergentreadertexts
for kindergarten and grade-level texts for grade one with
purpose and understanding, making frequent connections
betweenthe acquisition offoundational skillsand access
to the meaning of texts (including a set of text-dependent
or text-specific questions to check for understanding).

OVERALL RATING: O 4)extensive evidence O 3) sufficient evidence @2) some evidence O 1) weak evidence

SUMMARY STATEMENT (Explain why the materials received this overall rating):

EVIDENCE
RATING

extensive

O 3) sufficient
@ 2) some
O 1) weak

O 4) extensive
O 3) sufficient

@ 2) some
O 1) weak

ELA/LITERACY GRADE-LEVEL INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS EVALUATION TOOL: QUALITY REVIEW GRADE K-1
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ALIGNMENT CRITERION V: LANGUAGE

The Common Core State Standards for language focus on ensuring that students gain adequate mastery of a range of language
skills and applications. Students are expected to meet each year’s grade-specific standards and retain or further develop skills and

knowledge (CCSS).
EVIDENCE
GUIDING STATEMENTS SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXT/MATERIALS RATING
Conventions of Standard English 04) extensive
5a. There is evidence that grade-level grammar and N
conventions are addressed using an integrated and @ 3) sufficient

contextualized approach in daily instruction. Materials and
tasksinkindergartenandgrade one aredesignedto help O 2) some
build student understanding and use of:
« Upper- and lower-caseletters
* Question words O 1) weak
» Recognition and use of end punctuation
« Frequently occurring nouns in kindergarten, and common,
proper, and possessive nouns by grade one
* Frequently occurring verbs in kindergarten, and use of verbs
toconvey past, present, and future actionsingrade
one
» Complete sentence in kindergarten, and compound
declarative, interrogative, imperative, and exclamatory
sentences in gradeone
* Capitalizationofthefirstword inasentence in
kindergarten, and of dates and names of peoplein
grade one
« Correct spelling, by sounding out simple words
phonetically inkindergarten and applying common
spelling patternsto spell words in grade one

Grade One

 Regular plural nouns, with matching verbs

* Personal, possessive, and indefinite pronouns

« Conjunctions and determiners, such as articles or
demonstratives

» Frequently occurring adjectives

ELA/LITERACY GRADE-LEVEL INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS EVALUATION TOOL: QUALITY REVIEW GRADE K-1
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EVIDENCE

GUIDING STATEMENTS SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXT/MATERIALS RATING
NoCabllar ACauisin Vocabulary related to domain O 4) extensive
y Acquisition and Use y
5b.The materialsprovidecontext,support,and strategies
for teaching vocabulary acquisition skills, including: @ 3) sufficient
« Identifyingnewmeaningsforfamiliarwordsinkindergarten
* Using sentence-level context clues to unlock the
meaning of words in grade one O 2) some

« Using frequently occurring inflections and affixes as clues

to the meaning of words O 1) weak
 Usingrootwords(suchaslook)andtheirinflectionalforms

(looks, looked, looking) in grade one

. . o 4) extensive
5c¢. The materials provide embedded opportunities for O )
studentstoencounterand develop anunderstanding of

word relationships and nuancesinword meanings. O 3) sufficient

@ 2) some
O 1) weak

OVERALL RATING: O 4)extensive evidence @ 3)sufficient evidence O 2) some evidence O 1) weak evidence

SUMMARY STATEMENT (Explain why the materials received this overall rating):

ELA/LITERACY GRADE-LEVEL INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS EVALUATION TOOL: QUALITY REVIEW GRADE K-1 13





ALIGNMENT CRITERIONVI: SPEAKINGANDLISTENING

To be CCSS-aligned, speaking and listening must be integrated into lessons, items, and tasks. These must reflect a progression

of communication skills required for eventual college- and career-readiness, as outlined in the standards. If

kindergarten and grade one students are able to listen to others, discuss what they are learning, and voice their own confusion or
misunderstandings, their learning becomes deeper and more meaningful. They are exposed, at this level, to points of view that may
differ from their own, and they learn how to agree and disagree, express their own thoughts, and ask questions when they don't
understand or need more clarification.

GUIDING STATEMENTS SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXT/MATERIALS E\FIQI,E\'EI"I\ISE
6a. Comprehension and Collaboration. Materials provide Lots of opportunity for teacher to check for understanding, 04) extensive
a frame that guides student participation in collaboration/partner talk/TPS/ linguistic frames, formative
academic conversations by: assessments noted in daily lessons @ 3) sufficient
« Agreeingonrulesfordiscussion, taking turns speaking
 Confirming understanding of texts read aloud O 2) some
* Asking and answering questions to clarify and gather

information
O 1) weak
6b. Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas. Materials include Graphic organizer examples given, sentence frames 04) extensive
tasks that promote oral responses in a range of
collaborative discussions, and support students in: @ 3) sufficient
« Describing people, places, things, and events
* Using visual displays to add details
» Speaking audibly and completing sentences O 2) some
O 1) weak

OVERALL RATING: _O4)extensive evidence @ 3)sufficient evidence O 2) some_]evidence Ol) weak evidence

SUMMARY STATEMENT (Explain why the materials received this overall rating):

ELA/LITERACY GRADE-LEVEL INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS EVALUATION TOOL: QUALITY REVIEW GRADE K-1





ALIGNMENT CRITERION VII: SCAFFOLDING AND SUPPORTS

While scaffolds are not a part of the standards themselves, it is important to support teachers in meeting the needs of the range of
students in their classrooms. In order to meet the reading, speaking, and writing needs of all kindergarten and grade one students,
the materials must include supports for students to apply concepts of print, phonics, vocabulary development, syntax, and fluency in
comprehending texts. Supports and scaffolds should draw students back to the text and provide strategies for vocabulary acquisition.
All scaffolding and supports require ongoing formal and informal assessments that provide multiple opportunities for students to

demonstrate their proficiency and inform instruction.

Scaffolding is not just intended for struggling students, but also for students who are ready for above grade- level work. As text
complexity increases, and tasks get increasingly challenging, the need for appropriate scaffolds for above grade- level access is

equally important.

GUIDING STATEMENTS

SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXT/MATERIALS

EVIDENCE
RATING

7a. The texts promote differentiated instruction and
instructional conversations about textto support student
learning of:

» Academiclanguage
* Linguistic frames
» Repeated grammatical structures and language

Academic vocabulary, linguistic frames, EL support -entering/
emerging, transitioning/expanding, bridging, challenge

O 4) extensive
@ 3) sufficient

O 2) some
O 1) weak

7b. The materials include student supports such as:
» Multiple digital and media versions of texts
lllustrations

Graphs and charts

Maps and photographs

Visual cues/notes that draw attention to words in
the text thatsignalsequence oroffercluestomeaning
(suchas where, when, and how key events occur)

Graphic organizers

O 4) extensive
@ 3) sufficient

O 2) some
O 1) weak

ELA/LITERACY GRADE-LEVEL INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS EVALUATION TOOL: QUALITY REVIEW GRADE K-1
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GUIDING STATEMENTS SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXT/MATERIALS

EVIDENCE

RATING
7c. Thematerialsaredesignedto supportteacher Instructional material are found in different TE's, not cohesive or 04) extensive
instruction by use of: colorful. Details are clear. No intervention supports found within

TE's.

« Explicit instructional directions accompanied by materials
that are clearly aligned to stated goals and objectives and
that build studentabilitytoreadand comprehendgrade-level
text

« Strategies to gradually increase difficulty as students’ skills
strengthen

» Strategiestosupportstudentacquisitionofknowledge
supporting specific common core standards

« Clear and detailed teacher directions and guidance
for introducing new concepts and skills

* Clear guidance for documenting student progress
toward meeting grade-levelstandards

7d. The materials provide supportfor studentswithvarying | No student digital supports
learningstylesand modalities(i.e.,thereareprovisionsfor

print, digital, and other multimedia sources for information

attainment).

7e. The materials include developmentally appropriate
materials and instructional sequences specifically designed
for students in the primary grades (such as role-play, songs,
games, etc.).

ELA/LITERACY GRADE-LEVEL INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS EVALUATION TOOL: QUALITY REVIEW GRADE K-1
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GUIDING STATEMENTS

7f. The materials include assessments along with:

e Suggestions for next steps to address a spectrum of
performance levels and needs based onassessmentresults

» Opportunities for students to demonstrate their expertise
through the use of performance tasks

« Pieces ofchallengingand complete text thatcanbeused
to assess student understanding and next instructional
steps

» Reading selections and questions that progressin alogical
sequence for gradual release?

« Enrichmenttasks for students who are ontarget for
meeting grade-levelexpectations

* Steps to take when evidence suggests that students
are starting to fallbehind

SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXT/MATERIALS

Formative assessment found within lessons in knowledge
foundation, BOy, MOy and Eoy assessments available online,
as well as spelling, word recognition, story comprehension and
fluency (DIBELS Next)

OVERALL RATING: O 4)extensive evidence @ 3) sufficient evidence O 2) some evidence O 1) weak evidence

SUMMARY STATEMENT (Explain why the materials received this overall rating):

Integration of Interdisciplinary Content Standards; Building Knowledge Systematically

THEMATIC SPIRAL

v

NGSS NVACSS SEL ELD

v

1. Gradual release: scaffolding of instruction so that students develop the ability to read and complete tasks and assignments independently and proficiently.

EVIDENCE
RATING

O 4) extensive
@ 3) sufficient

O 2) some
O 1) weak

ELA/LITERACY GRADE-LEVEL INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS EVALUATION TOOL: QUALITY REVIEW GRADE K-1
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Textbook and Instructional Material Evaluation Rubric Form-
English Language Arts

Instructional materials are designed for use by students and teachers as a learning resource for students to acquire

essential knowledge, skills, abilities, and dispositions. This includes print and non-print materials, including
comprehensive/core textbooks, supplemental materials, Web-based and electronic textbooks, and assessments.

Title: Core Knowledge Author(s): Publisher(s): Amplify
Copyright Date: Subject/Grade Level: 1/ELA

Student ISBN:

Teacher Edition ISBN:

Instructions: Use the tables below to determine if the Textbook or Instructional material meets each criteria.

Organization

Criteria 2 1

Meets | Inadequate Comments

1. Material provides a useful table of
contents, glossary, supplemental pages, and 1 All TE's for each section have separate guides
index.

2. Layout is consistent; chapters/units are
arranged logically; and allow access through 2
multiple modalities.

3. Teacher edition contains interesting
introductions and a list of prerequisites skills 2
for each chapter.

4. Material contains examples, explanations, )
and/or online resources to the depth and
breadth of the Nevada Academic Content
Standards.

5. Information is accurate, current, and 2
research-based.

6. Focus of academic and domain specific
vocabulary is prevalent throughout reading, 2
writing, listening, and speaking.

7. Size and format of print is appropriate. 2

8. Format is visually appealing & interesting. 1 Black and white TE

9. Material provides Smarter Balanced
assessment type questions and/or 2
performance-based tasks.

10. Electronic and interactive format
available. 2

Other:

Total Organization: 16 2

English Language Arts Content
1
Nevada Department of Education July 2, 2013 Textbook and Instructional Material Adoption Form
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Criteria 2 1

Meets | Inadequate Comments

11. Materials focus on the knowledge, skills, and
abilities (KSASs) appropriate to the grade level. 2

12. Material demonstrates coherence and rigor of 2
KSAs appropriate to grade level.

Sci and soc studies curric is not approp for grade level nor Nvngss or NVss based

13. Real-world applications are relevant to the
students. 1

14. Information and directions are clearly written and
explained.

\

15. Tasks are aligned to the anchor standards of the 2
Nevada Academic Content Standards.

16. Non-text content (maps, graphs, pictures, etc.) are
accurate, authentic, and well integrated into the
instructional material.

N

17. Lessons/tasks are interdisciplinary when
appropriate.

18. Tasks apply to the diversity of students and their 1
abilities, interests, and learning styles.

19. Questions and tasks encourage the development
and application of higher-level thinking skills.

20. Teacher edition includes questioning strategies
and/or questions to check for understanding at all
Depth of Knowledge (DOK) levels.

21. Teacher edition includes formative
assessment/evaluation tools and processes.

22. Material adheres to the text complexity at each
grade level outlined by the Nevada Academic Content
Standards.

23. Material provides access to or demonstrates
concepts in multiple ways, allowing for a variety of
student responses.

24. Tasks have a purpose, aligned to a skill or concept
at grade level.

NN IDNINDDN N

25. Range and quality of text at each grade level is

addressed with a well-balanced representation of 1 Not enough informational text
literary and informational texts.

26. Material includes application of skills and 2
concepts at grade level.

27. Material makes it clear that student writing is a
key task (argument, informative, response to audience 2
and purpose, short focused research).

28. Content includes 21 Century skill development
such as collaboration, creative thinking, and problem 2
solving.

Other:

Total ELA Content Criteria: 28 4

Inclusion

Nevada Department of Education July 2, 2013 Textbook and Instructional Material Adoption Form
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Criteria

2 1

Meets | Inadequate

Comments

29. Material reflects a variety of ways to
differentiate instruction and model content to
support all learners.

1

30. Material reflects sensitivity with regard
to gender, race/ethnicity, religion, socio-
economic status, intellectual, and physical
abilities.

31. Material includes access to a multilingual
glossary.

32. Material provides resources for students
with disabilities and English Language
Learners aligned to grade level content.

El but not disabilities

33. Material is available for students with
visual impairments via a NIMAS file on the
NIMAC system.

Other:

Total Inclusion Criteria:

Alignment

Criteria

2 1

Meets | Inadequate Comments

34. Material content aligns to
district/organization curriculum.

35. Material content aligns with college and
career readiness skills (Nevada Academic
Content Standards).

36. Material is a useful resource in preparing
students to meet the requirements of the
Nevada Academic Content Standards and
statewide assessments.

Other:

Total Alignment Criteria:

Total Score for ELA Textbook or Instructional Material: 62

Nevada Department of Education

N
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July 2, 2013

Textbook and Instructional Material Adoption Form
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ELA/Literacy
Grade-Level
Instructional
Materials
Evaluation Tool

Quality Review
GRADE 3
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COMPONENT 1: TEXT COMPLEXITY

The guiding statements provided in this section will examine text complexity in order to differentiate quality and richness among the
texts WCSD is considering for adoption. To address the grade three standards, the submitted materials need to create the conditions
for rich and robust discussion and writing for ALL students (struggling readers, students with identified academic disabilities,

English Learners, students who are performing at grade level, and advanced students).

GUIDING STATEMENTS SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXT/MATERIALS

Literature and Informational Text

Cla. Thetexts presentrich and embedded relationships
between and among characters, ideas, and concepts that
are conveyed through masterful style and structure. (See
exemplars in CCSS, Appendix B.)

C1b.The materials consistentlyinclude short, challenging,and
complete texts that contain rich content, ideas, and academic
language worthy of close reading. (See exemplarsin CCSS,
Appendix B.)

EVIDENCE
RATING

04) extensive
(®) 3) sufficient

O 2) some
O 1) weak

()4 extensive
@ 3) sufficient
O 2) some
O v weak

ELA/LITERACY GRADE-LEVEL INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS EVALUATION TOOL: QUALITY REVIEW GRADE 3
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Clc.Thematerialsconsistentlyprovideopportunitiesto
read both literary and informational textsinthe gradesthree
through five4extcompexyband with scaffolding as needed at
the high end of the range.

C1d. Materials provide instructional content and strategies
for grade-level vocabulary acquisition.

OVERALLRATING: @ 4)extensive evidence O 3) sufficient evidence O 2) some evidence Ol) weak evidence

SUMMARY STATEMENT (Explain why the materials received this overall rating):
The texts provide rich word discussion which is embedded buy no explicitly taught

(@) extensive
(O3 sufficient
(D2 some
O 1) weak

04) extensive

ELA/LITERACY GRADE-LEVEL INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS EVALUATION TOOL: QUALITY REVIEW GRADE 3





COMPONENT 2: QUESTIONS AND TASKS

At least 80% of all questions in the submission are high-quality text-dependent and text-specific questions. The overwhelming
majority of these questions reference specific text and draw student attention to the text they are reading. Text-dependent questions

that address the grade three standards will be described in greater depth in Alignment Criterion 1.

ALIGNMENT CRITERION|: RANGE AND QUALITY OF TEXTS

Materials must reflect a wide range of text types and genres, as required by the standards. In grade three, and across all other grade
levels, there should be ample texts on topics that can support sustained study. Knowledge built at one grade level should be expanded
in other grade levels. Topics should take into account individual student academic needs and interests in order to foster independent

reading. It is also imperative that the included topics and themes are compelling enough to read multiple times and are aligned to

district needs. Pay particular attention to the guidance provided in Appendix B of the Common Core State Standards.

GUIDING STATEMENTS SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXT/MATERIALS

Literature and Informational Text

la.The range of materials, both print and digital,
allows teachers and students to explore content that
coherently and systematically builds knowledge and
vocabulary across subjects,themes, and topics. (See CCSS
AppendixB for examples of grade-level knowledge demands.)
Textsets also addressawide variety of studentinterests, and
arelikelyto foster independent reading.

1b. Textsets include a diverse range of high quality, culturally-
responsive and appropriate topics and themes. Textsfrom
diverse culturesreflectthe same high-quality featuresthat
are demanded of all texts.

EVIDENCE
RATING

04) extensive

O 1) weak
04) extensive

03) sufficient
OZ) some
@l) weak

ELA/LITERACY GRADE-LEVEL INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS EVALUATION TOOL: QUALITY REVIEW GRADE 3
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GUIDING STATEMENTS SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXT/MATERIALS

1c. Materials include arich and diverse sampling of literary
texts including, but not limited to:

» Fables, folktales, and myths from diverse cultures

 Stories, drama, and poetry
» Multiple stories by the same author

1d.The range of informational texts include selections
that:

» Present historical events

» Describe technical procedures

» Present scientific ideas or concepts

» Containrelevantvisual representations of information
Contain at least two texts on the same topic

le. Student reading materials contain a range of
increasingly challenging selections that allow teachers to
build students’ ability to comprehend complex text and
expand vocabulary throughout the school year.

OVERALLRATING: O 4)extensive evidence @ 3) sufficient evidence O 2) some evidence O 1) weak evidence

SUMMARY STATEMENT (Explain why the materials received this overall rating):
Text sets are not used within a unit. Challenging text is presented from onset but support texts are not available

EVIDENCE
RATING

@4) extensive
O 3) sufficient

OZ) some

@ 3) sufficient
O 2) some

O 1) weak
O4) extensive

O 3) sufficient
@ 2) some
O 1) weak

ELA/LITERACY GRADE-LEVEL INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS EVALUATION TOOL: QUALITY REVIEW GRADE 3





ALIGNMENT CRITERION Il. QUESTIONS AND TASKS SUPPORT STUDENT LEARNING

Questions posed to students in the materials under review should support student learning in building reading comprehension, in
finding and producing the textual evidence to support responses, and in developing grade-level academic language and domain-
specific words and phrases. Text for grade three students must include text-dependent questions that require the use of higher order
thinking skills. There should be a range of questions that require students to attend to the author’s language as his/her vehicle for
conveying meaning, as well as to support specific inferences with explicit details from the text. Most questions should require

that the student refer to the text in several places in order to devise an answer—rather than asking only literal, “right there” types of
guestions—and should also require the student to begin comparing texts, authors, and opinions (CCSS).

GUIDING STATEMENTS SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXT/MATERIALS E;/{EEI'\II\ICCE

Literature and Informational Text 04) extensive
2a. Key Ideas and Details. Questions and tasks require
students to explicitly attend to the text, including, but @3) sufficient
not limited to:
» Asking and answering questions to demonstrate

understanding of atext, referring to the text as the basis O 2) some

for answers
» Recounting stories, including fables, folktales, and myths

from diverse cultures O 1) weak

» Determining the central message,theme,or idea ofa
text, recounting key supporting details

» Describing the characters in a story and explaining how
their actions contribute to the sequence of events

+ Describingthe relationship between a series of historical
events, scientific concepts, or steps in technicalprocedures

» Make inferences

ELA/LITERACY GRADE-LEVEL INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS EVALUATION TOOL: QUALITY REVIEW GRADE 3 6
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GUIDING STATEMENTS SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXT/MATERIALS

2b. Craft and Structure. Questions and tasks require students
to explicitly attend to the text, including, but notlimited to:

» Determining the meaning of words and phrasesusedin
atext, including generalacademic and domain-specific
words, and distinguishing literal from nonliteral language

* Referring to parts of stories, dramas, or poems, using terms
suchaschapter,scene,andstanza,andhowthe partsbuild
on earlier sections

* Distinguishing their own point of view fromthat of
the author, narrator, or characters in a text

* Using text featuresandsearchtools such askeywords
and side bars

2c. Integration of Knowledge and Ideas. Questions and tasks
require studentsto explicitly attend to the text, including,
but not limitedto:

» Comparingand contrastingthe mostimportantpoints
and details presented in two texts on the same topic
» Comparing and contrasting the themes, settings, and
plots of stories
* Explaining how specific aspects of atext’s
illustrations contribute to what is described in
words
* Using information gained from illustrations

L -

OVERALLRATING: O 4)extensive evidence @ 3)sufficient evidence O 2) some evidence O 1) weak evidence

SUMMARY STATEMENT (Explain why the materials received this overall rating):
Robust questioning to compare and contrast - activity pages support literary analysis application

EVIDENCE
RATING

@4) extensive
O 3) sufficient

O 2) some
O 1) weak

O4) extensive
(O 3) sufficient
(®)2) some
O 1 weak

ELA/LITERACY GRADE-LEVEL INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS EVALUATION TOOL: QUALITY REVIEW GRADE 3





ALIGNMENT CRITERIONIII. WRITINGTOSOURCESANDRESEARCH

The writing standards for each grade level highlight distinctive expectations about student writing. For details on grade-level writing
expectations and writing exemplars for grade three, see the Common Core State Standards for English Language Arts and Literacy.
The metrics below show key characteristics to look for in your review of materials.

GUIDING STATEMENTS SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXT/MATERIALS El\éIADCEII\II\ICCE
3a. Writing assignments are explicitly connected to what Separate units and 5/15 days in daily lessons @4) extensive
students are reading, and routinely include writing over
shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) and -
extended time frames (for research, reflection, and revision) O 3) sufficient
for a range of discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and
audiences. O 2) some

O 1) weak
3b. Text-dependent questions generally create the foundation 04) extensive
for students to address culminating writing tasks,
including: @ 3) sufficient
« Writing opinion pieces ontopics or texts, supporting a

point of view with reasons
 Writing informative/explanatory texts to examine atopic O 2) some
and convey ideas and information clearly
e Writing narratives to develop real or imagined
experiences or events using effective technique, O 1) weak
descriptive details, and clear sequences of events
3c.Reading materials can serve as models to explore @4) extensive
writer’s craft, demonstrate use of domain-specific words and
phrases, and support student production of grade-level 03) sufficient

narrative, informational, and opinion writing.

O 2) some
O 1) weak

ELA/LITERACY GRADE-LEVEL INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS EVALUATION TOOL: QUALITY REVIEW GRADE 3 8
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EVIDENCE

GUIDING STATEMENTS SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXT/MATERIALS RATING

3d. Materialsinclude explicit supporttoteachers, either 04) extensive
intheteacher’sedition or classroom materials, forwriting

instruction linked to the grade three writing @ 3) sufficient
standards, including:

» Producing writing in which the development
and organization are appropriate to the task and O 2) some
purpose
* Developing and strengthening writing by planning, revising,
and editing O 1) weak
* Using technology to produce and publish writing, as well
as to interact and collaborate with others

Materials should also guide the teaching of specific
components of grade three writing standards 1-3 (See CCSS).

3e. Materials provide opportunities and resourcesfor @4) extensive
students to conduct shortresearch projects that build
knowledge about a topic, including: O 3) sufficient
» Recalling information from experiences
» Gatheringinformation from printand digital sources
 Takingbriefnotes on sourcesand sorting evidence O 2) some
into provided categories
O 1) weak

OVERALLRATING: @4)extensive evidence OS) sufficient evidence OZ) some evidence Ol) weak evidence

SUMMARY STATEMENT (Explain why the materials received this overall rating):
NVACS Instruction is evidenced by questioning and discussion of literal and inferential meanings

Writing is included 5/15 lesson days

ELA/LITERACY GRADE-LEVEL INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS EVALUATION TOOL: QUALITY REVIEW GRADE 3 9
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ALIGNMENT CRITERION IV: FOUNDATIONAL SKILLS

Materials provide guidance and support for explicit and systematic instruction and diagnostic support in grade-level phonics,
vocabulary development, syntax, and reading fluency. Students must be able to recognize and pronounce words fluently in order
to focus on the major goal of reading, which is comprehension. Effective foundational skills instruction in grade three includes an
explicit and systematic focus on phonics and practice in applying phonics for students who are struggling. Building word analysis
skills and fluency must also be contextualized within the materials.

GUIDING STATEMENTS SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXT/MATERIALS El\éIAD\'EI'\II\ICCISE
4a. Materials provide teachers with guidance and supportfor ~ Direct instruction - scripted @4) extensive
explicitand systematicinstruction ofthe grade three Reading
Standards for Foundational Skills, including phonics, word 03) sufficient

analysis, and reading with fluency to support

comprehension.

(RefertoCCSS,Appendi>'<Aforth'eregearchdetailingthe OZ) some
advancement of foundational skills in reading.)

4b. Materialsinclude a variety of opportunities for students OA) extensive
to develop and apply word analysis and decoding
skills, including: Os) sufficient
e Understanding grade-level vocabulary
¢ |dentifying and knowing the meaning of most
common prefixes and derivational suffixes @2) some
o Decoding words with common Latin suffixes
o Understanding multisyllabic wordsin context
and out of con%ext ’ Ol) weak
o Reading grade-appropriate irregularly-spelled
words

e Self-correctingusingwordrecognition skills
and context to confirm understanding

ELA/LITERACY GRADE-LEVEL INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS EVALUATION TOOL: QUALITY REVIEW GRADE 3
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EVIDENCE

GUIDING STATEMENTS SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXT/MATERIALS RATING
4c. Materials provide regular practice in reading grade-level @ 4) extensive
prose and poetry with accuracy, atan appropriate rate, and
with appropriate expression. O 3) sufficient

O 2) some
O 1) weak
4d. Materials guide studentsinreading grade-level texts with @ 4) extensive
purpose and understanding, making frequent connections
between the acquisition of foundational skills and access O 3) sufficient
to the meaning of texts (including a set of text-dependent

or text-specific questions to check for understanding).

O 2) some
O 1) weak

OVERALLRATING: @4)extensive evidence O 3) sufficient evidence OZ) some evidence Ol) weak evidence

SUMMARY STATEMENT (Explain why the materials received this overall rating):
Program includes material supports deep and comprehensive phonics instruction: syllabication, phoneme and word work

ELA/LITERACY GRADE-LEVEL INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS EVALUATION TOOL: QUALITY REVIEW GRADE 3 11





ALIGNMENT CRITERION V: LANGUAGE

The Common Core State Standards for language focus on ensuring that students gain adequate mastery of a range of language skills
and applications. Students are expected to meet each year’s grade-specific standards and retain or further develop skills, knowledge,

and vocabulary gained in preceding grades (CCSS).

GUIDING STATEMENTS SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXT/MATERIALS El\éfﬁ\,‘\%
Conventions of Standard English Not easily found in reading portion 04) extensive

5a. There is evidence that grade-level grammar and

conventions are addressed using an integrated and

contextualized approach in daily instruction. Materials and

tasks in grade three are designed to help build student

understanding and use of:

* Nouns (abstract, regular, and irregular)

* Possessive pronouns

* Regular and irregular verbs, andthe simple verbtenses

» Comparative and superlative adjectivesand adverbs

+ Coordinating and subordinating conjunctions inwriting
compound and complex sentences

e Commas (such asin addresses and with quotationsin
dialogue)

* Correct spelling and capitalization, applying knowledge of
spelling patterns and generalizations in writing
words

Knowledge of Language
5b. The materials support instruction on:

» Choosingwords and phrases for effect

» Recognizing differences between the conventions of
spoken and written English

(O extensive
(O3 sufficient
OZ) some
(®)1) weak

ELA/LITERACY GRADE-LEVEL INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS EVALUATION TOOL: QUALITY REVIEW GRADE 3
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EVIDENCE

GUIDING STATEMENTS SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXT/MATERIALS RATING

Vocabu|ary Acquisition and Use Vocab is prOVided and SlmpIIStIC review but not 04) extensive
5c.Thematerials provide context,support,and strategies
for developing vocabulary acquisition skills, including: O 3) sufficient
* Using sentence-levelcontext clues to unlock the

meaning of words
» Using affixesand roots as cluestothe meaning of @ 2) some

words
 Consulting glossaries or beginning dictionaries to

determine the meaning of words O 1) weak
5d. The materials provide embedded opportunities for OA') extensive
students b encounterand develop an understanding of
word relationships and nuancesinword meanings. @ 3) sufficient

O 2) some
O 1) weak

OVERALLRATING: O 4)extensive evidence @ 3) sufficient evidence O 2) some evidence Ol) weak evidence

SUMMARY STATEMENT (Explain why the materials received this overall rating):
First unit did not have any evidence of robust vocab teaching or application. Words are suggested to learn but. It explicitly stated as how
to apply them

Word work is included for small fraction of speaking listening component t

ELA/LITERACY GRADE-LEVEL INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS EVALUATION TOOL: QUALITY REVIEW GRADE 3 13





ALIGNMENT CRITERIONVI: SPEAKINGAND LISTENING

To be CCSS-aligned, speaking and listening must be integrated into lessons, items, and tasks. These must reflect a progression of
communication skills required for eventual college- and career-readiness, as outlined in the standards. If grade three students are
able to listen to others, discuss what they are learning, and voice their own confusion or misunderstandings, their learning
becomes deeper and more meaningful. They are exposed, at this level, to points of view that may differ from their own, and they
learn how to agree and disagree, express their own thoughts, and ask questions when they don’t understand or need more
clarification (CCSS).

GUIDING STATEMENTS

SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXT/MATERIALS

EVIDENCE
RATING

6a.Comprehension and Collaboration. Materials
provide a language framework that guides student
participation in academic conversations, including the
ability to:

Come to a discussion prepared

Follow agreed upon rules/roles

Pose and respond to specific questions to clarify or follow
up oninformation

Review key ideas and explain their own ideas
Differentiate between contexts forformal English

and situations where informal discourse is

appropriate

Useaccurate, grade-appropriate conversational, general
academic,and domain-specificwordsand phrases

@4) extensive

ELA/LITERACY GRADE-LEVEL INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS EVALUATION TOOL: QUALITY REVIEW GRADE 3
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GUIDING STATEMENTS SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXT/MATERIALS

6b.Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas. Materials provide
a language framework for student planning of effective
presentations, focusing on:

» Howtoreportonatopicusingevidencetopresent
findings from their research

» Howto tell a story or recount an experience

* Howto use appropriate facts and relevant details to
support ideas

» Howto speakin complete sentences when appropriate to
the task and situation

OVERALLRATING: O 4)extensive evidence @3) sufficient evidence O 2) some evidence

SUMMARY STATEMENT (Explain why the materials received this overall rating):
Speaking and listening is a highlighted part but has teacher talking more than student

O 1) weak evidence

EVIDENCE
RATING

@4) extensive
O 3) sufficient
O 2) some

O 1) weak

ELA/LITERACY GRADE-LEVEL INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS EVALUATION TOOL: QUALITY REVIEW GRADE 3

15





ALIGNMENT CRITERION VII: SCAFFOLDING AND SUPPORTS

While scaffolds are not a part of the standards themselves, it is important to support teachers in meeting the needs of the range of
students in their classrooms. In order to meet the reading, speaking, and writing needs of all grade three students, the materials
must include supports for students to comprehend texts at the grades three through five-complexity band as required, and at the
high end of this complexity band with scaffolding. Supports and scaffolds should draw students back to the text and provide
strategies for vocabulary acquisition. All scaffolding and support requires ongoing formal and informal assessments that provide
multiple opportunities for students to demonstrate their proficiency and inform instruction.

Scaffolding is not just intended for struggling students, but also for students who are ready for above grade-level work. As text
complexity increases and tasks get increasingly challenging, the need for appropriate scaffolds for above grade-level access is

equally important (CCSS).

GUIDING STATEMENTS

7a. The texts promote differentiated instruction and
instructional conversations about text to support student
learning of:

» Academic language
e Linguistic frames
* Repeated grammatical structures and language

SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXT/MATERIALS

EVIDENCE
RATING

04) extensive
@ 3) sufficient

O 2) some
O 1) weak

7b. The materials include student supports such as:

» Multiple digital and media versions of texts

lllustrations

Graphs andcharts

Maps and photographs

* Visual cues/notes that draw attention to words in
the text thatsignalsequenceoroffercluestomeaning
(suchas where, when, and how key events occur)

04) extensive
(®) 3) sufficient
O 2) some
O 1) weak

ELA/LITERACY GRADE-LEVEL INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS EVALUATION TOOL: QUALITY REVIEW GRADE 3
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GUIDING STATEMENTS SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXT/MATERIALS

7c. The materialsaredesignedto support teacher
instruction by use of:

* Explicit instructional directions accompanied by materials
that are clearly aligned to stated goals and objectives
that build student abilityto read and comprehendgrade-
level text.

« Strategies to gradually increase difficulty as students’
comprehension skills strengthen

» Strategiesto supportstudentacquisition of
knowledge supporting specific common core
standards

* Clear and detailed teacher directions and guidance
for introducing new concepts and skills

» Clear guidance for documenting student progress
toward meeting grade-level standards

7d.The materials provide support for student Video and pics
learning throughvaryingmodalities (i.e., thereare

provisionsfor print, digital, and other multimedia sources

forinformation attainment).

EVIDENCE
RATING

04) extensive
@ 3) sufficient
O 2) some

O 1) weak

O4) extensive
O 3) sufficient
@ 2) some

O 1) weak

ELA/LITERACY GRADE-LEVEL INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS EVALUATION TOOL: QUALITY REVIEW GRADE 3
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EVIDENCE

GUIDING STATEMENTS SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXT/MATERIALS RATING
7e. The materials include assessments along with: Assessment built in as running record 04) extensive
» Suggestions for next steps to address a spectrum of

performancelevels and needs based on assessmentresults 03) sufficient

» Opportunities for students to demonstrate their expertise
through the use of performance tasks

 Pieces of challenging and complete textthatcan be @2) some
used to assessstudentunderstandingand next
instructional steps

* Reading selections and questions that progressin alogical Ol) weak
sequence for gradual release?

» Enrichmenttasksfor students who are ontargetfor
meeting grade-level expectations

» Steps to take when evidence suggests that students
are starting to fallbehind

OVERALLRATING: 704)extensive evidence OS) sufficient evidence @ 2) some evidence O 1) weak evidence

SUMMARY STATEMENT (Explain why the materials received this overall rating):
Not many supports doe all learners and typically one form of assessment

1 Gradual release: scaffolding of instruction so that students develop the ability to read and complete tasks and assignments independently and proficiently.

ELA/LITERACY GRADE-LEVEL INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS EVALUATION TOOL: QUALITY REVIEW GRADE 3 18
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Textbook and Instructional Material Evaluation Rubric Form-

English Language Arts

Instructional materials are designed for use by students and teachers as a learning resource for students to acquire
essential knowledge, skills, abilities, and dispositions. This includes print and non-print materials, including
comprehensive/core textbooks, supplemental materials, Web-based and electronic textbooks, and assessments.

Title: Amplify Core Knowledge  Author(s):
Subject/Grade Level: 3

Copyright Date: 2017
Student ISBN:

Teacher Edition ISBN: 925 1_68161-107-5

Publisher(s): Amplify Core Knowledge L

Instructions: Use the tables below to determine if the Textbook or Instructional material meets each criteria.

Organization

Criteria

2

Meets | Inadequate

1

Comments

1. Material provides a useful table of
contents, glossary, supplemental pages, and
index.

X

2. Layout is consistent; chapters/units are
arranged logically; and allow access through
multiple modalities.

X

3. Teacher edition contains interesting
introductions and a list of prerequisites skills
for each chapter.

4. Material contains examples, explanations,
and/or online resources to the depth and
breadth of the Nevada Academic Content
Standards.

Couldnt find reference of online support
except for fluency check on amplify

5. Information is accurate, current, and
research-based.

6. Focus of academic and domain specific
vocabulary is prevalent throughout reading,
writing, listening, and speaking.

7. Size and format of print is appropriate.

8. Format is visually appealing & interesting.

9. Material provides Smarter Balanced
assessment type questions and/or
performance-based tasks.

X
X
X

10. Electronic and interactive format
available.

222

Other: Cursive lessons and Code chart

X

Code chart is essential and moves beyond 26 letters to 44 phonemes

Total Organization:

English Language Arts Content

Nevada Department of Education

niade
e Eiiidon

July 2, 2013

1

Textbook and Instructional Material Adoption Form
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Criteria

Meets

Inadequate

L Comments

11. Materials focus on the knowledge, skills, and
abilities (KSASs) appropriate to the grade level.

12. Material demonstrates coherence and rigor of
KSAs appropriate to grade level.

13. Real-world applications are relevant to the
students.

14. Information and directions are clearly written and
explained.

15. Tasks are aligned to the anchor standards of the
Nevada Academic Content Standards.

16. Non-text content (maps, graphs, pictures, etc.) are
accurate, authentic, and well integrated into the
instructional material.

> ||| || >

17. Lessons/tasks are interdisciplinary when
appropriate.

18. Tasks apply to the diversity of students and their
abilities, interests, and learning styles.

19. Questions and tasks encourage the development
and application of higher-level thinking skills.

20. Teacher edition includes questioning strategies
and/or questions to check for understanding at all
Depth of Knowledge (DOK) levels.

21. Teacher edition includes formative
assessment/evaluation tools and processes.

States formative as comprehension questions and a few chwcks weak

22. Material adheres to the text complexity at each
grade level outlined by the Nevada Academic Content
Standards.

23. Material provides access to or demonstrates
concepts in multiple ways, allowing for a variety of
student responses.

24. Tasks have a purpose, aligned to a skill or concept
at grade level.

25. Range and quality of text at each grade level is
addressed with a well-balanced representation of
literary and informational texts.

26. Material includes application of skills and
concepts at grade level.

27. Material makes it clear that student writing is a
key task (argument, informative, response to audience
and purpose, short focused research).

28. Content includes 21 Century skill development
such as collaboration, creative thinking, and problem
solving.

S I [ D | DX [ DX x| D x|

Other:

Total ELA Content Criteria:

Nevada Department of Education

N
S oo

Inclusion

July 2, 2013

Textbook and Instructional Material Adoption Form
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Criteria

Meets | Inadequate

1

Comments

29. Material reflects a variety of ways to
differentiate instruction and model content to
support all learners.

30. Material reflects sensitivity with regard
to gender, race/ethnicity, religion, socio-
economic status, intellectual, and physical
abilities.

31. Material includes access to a multilingual
glossary.

32. Material provides resources for students
with disabilities and English Language
Learners aligned to grade level content.

33. Material is available for students with
visual impairments via a NIMAS file on the
NIMAC system.

Other:

Total Inclusion Criteria:

Alignment

Criteria

2 1
Meets | Inadequate Comments

34. Material content aligns to
district/organization curriculum.

35. Material content aligns with college and | y
career readiness skills (Nevada Academic
Content Standards).

36. Material is a useful resource in preparing X

students to meet the requirements of the
Nevada Academic Content Standards and
statewide assessments.

Other:

Total Alignment Criteria:

Total Score for ELA Textbook or Instructional Material:

Nevada Department of Education

N
S oo

July 2, 2013

Textbook and Instructional Material Adoption Form

TIM-01 ELA
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COMPONENT 1: TEXT COMPLEXITY

The guiding statements provided in this section will examine text complexity in order to differentiate quality and richness among the
texts WCSD is considering for adoption. To address the grade five standards, the submitted materials need to create the conditions for
rich and robust discussion and writing for ALL students (struggling readers, students with identified academic disabilities English
Learners, students who are performing at grade level, and advanced students).

GUIDING STATEMENTS SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXT/MATERIALS EI\:/Q[EEII\]NCCE
Literature and Informational Text Example 1: Unit 1, Lesson 2, Strong Verbs and Adjectives: The @4) extensive
_ _ _ lesson connects to the reader, where the verbs are adjectives are
Cla. Thetexts presentrich andembedded relationships in bold text. The students are also working through a writing N
between and among characters, ideas, and concepts that assignment for personal narrative where they are given directions O?’) sufficient
are conveyed through masterful style and structure. (See to include strong verbs and adjectives, then take them out of the
exemplars in CCSS, Appendix B.) text in order to analyze and discuss them. OZ) some

Example 2: Unit 9/Chemical Matter does an amazing job of

integrating writing styles and stories into scientific writing about

chemistry and chemical processes. Students are connecting to Ol) weak
characters in the reader, they are building writing skills for

informative, narrative, opinion, and persuasive writing, and they are

learning the science. Awesome!

C1b. The materials consistentlyinclude short, challenging, and The student readers are CC.)nSiStent in that domain SpeCifiC and @4) extensive
complete texts that contain rich content, ideas, and academic  grade level vocabulary which may be new to students, as well as

language worthy of close reading. (See exemplarsin CCSS, more challenging words, in bold text. The activity books and O 3) sufficient
Appendix B.) writing assignments provide "reinforcements" for one another

(reteaching, paralleled assignments, relevant texts to analyze

and discuss) for writing, grammar mechanics, and reading OZ) some

challenging texts. All materials are aligned to standards.

Literature that students ought to be exposed to, such as the

Adventures of Don Quixote and A Midsummer Night's Dream, Ol) weak
are included in the program.

ELA/LITERACY GRADE-LEVEL INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS EVALUATION TOOL: QUALITY REVIEW GRADE 5 2
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Clc. The materials consistently provide opportunities to
read both literary and informationaltexts atthe high end
of the grades three through five-4extcomplexity band.

C1d. Materials provide strategies for grade-level vocabulary
acquisition as well as differentiated strategies for all
students.

There's a delightful blend of science, classic literature, story
telling, non fictional narrative, and history.

There is a lot of grade-level vocabulary acquisition for students,
and there are extensions for the lessons. With regards to
differentiation for lower level readers... Teachers would have to
rely upon partner reading or line numbering.

The workbooks are good for differentiating... The writing
assignments too... In my opinion. There would likely be site and
teacher discussions about what's expected for completion of
assignments... But that's inevitable with any curriculum.

OVERALLRATING: @4)extensive evidence OS)sufficient evidence O2) some evidence Ol) weak evidence

SUMMARY STATEMENT (Explain why the materials received this overall rating):
The texts include grade level, below grade level, and above grade level reading. The texts emphasize the importance of grammar
mechanics which are being taught in each unit. The materials are interdisciplinary.

@1) extensive
(O3 sufficient
(O2) some
(O weak

OA) extensive
(O3 sufficient
1

@2) some
Ol) weak

ELA/LITERACY GRADE-LEVEL INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS EVALUATION TOOL: QUALITY REVIEW GRADE 5





COMPONENT 2: QUESTIONS AND TASKS

At least 80% of all questions in the submission are high-quality text-dependent and text-specific questions. The overwhelming
majority of these questions reference specific text and draw student attention to the text they are reading. Text-dependent questions
that address the grade five standards will be described in greater depth in Alignment Criterion II.

ALIGNMENT CRITERION|: RANGE AND QUALITY OF TEXTS

Materials must reflect a wide range of text types and genres, as required by the standards. In grade five, and across all other grade
levels, there should be ample texts on topics that can support sustained study. Knowledge built at one grade level should be expanded
in other grade levels. Topics should take into account individual student academic needs and interests in order to foster independent
reading. It is also imperative that the included topics and themes are compelling enough to read multiple times and are aligned to
district needs. Pay particular attention to the guidance provided in Appendix B of the Common Core State Standards.

EVIDENCE

GUIDING STATEMENTS

Literature and Informational Text

la. The range of materials, both print and digital, allows
teachers and students to explore content that coherentlyand
systematicallybuilds knowledgeandgrade-level
vocabulary acrosssubjects, themes, andtopics. (See CCSS
Appendix B for examples of grade-level knowledge
demands.) Text setsalso address a wide variety of
student interests, and are likely to foster independent
reading.

1b. Textsets include a diverse range of high quality, culturally-
responsive and appropriate topics andthemes. Textsfrom
diverse culturesreflectthe same high-qualityfeaturesthat
are demanded of all texts.

SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXT/MATERIALS RATING

4) extensive

OS) sufficient

The variety of topics is extensive, and the program allows
students to be exposed to new things consistently throughout
the year. Each unit in the program provides opportunities for
discussion, questioning, and learning experience. | love the
strong connection to cultural history in more than one place in

the world. It gives kids a lot to think about. The pictures are 2) some
gorgeous. The online options for looking at the texts and images
can be powerful too. The materials are fun for DBQ or Zoom.

1) weak

There is a lot of information on Renaissance history as well as industry, exposing students to 04) extensive
European history that is pre Revolution, allowing them to expand their awareness and give

them a broader context for history before high school. This is great, and it's something we

really need in elementary school. There is a beautiful text on ancient civilizations, which .
opens a lot of doors for conversations and learning about ancient history and the timeline of @3) sufficient
human existence. It really provides an eye opening platform for students. The unit on Native
Americans is also really wonderful and provides a lot of opportunities for students to
increase their awareness of history, their place in it, and the world around them. The
program is lacking in African American presence in literature and society. | would like to see OZ) some
more of that. It would also be great to have more information about Greece and the Middle
Eastern countries alongside the Renaissance lessons... It would help students to make
connections in a broader context. Even so, the units are much more culturally diverse and O
aware than what I've seen out there so far. 1) weak

ELA/LITERACY GRADE-LEVEL INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS EVALUATION TOOL: QUALITY REVIEW GRADE 5
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EVIDENCE

GUIDING STATEMENTS SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXT/MATERIALS RATING
1c. Materials include arich and diverse sampling of literary Lots of opportunities to connect more poetry with the @4) extensive
texts including, but not limited to: MIdsummer Nigh's unit. The texts throughout the rest of the
- Drama and poetry program are diverse... Explorlng many cultures, perspectives, 03) sufficient

) . I . and experiences...coming from many genres.
+ Storiesfrom various genresthatinvite exploration ofthe
treatment of themes and topics
OZ) some

Ol) weak

1d. Therangeofinformationaltexts include selections that: Great visuals, lots of historical representation, great presentation O‘l) extensive
that's really kid friendly about scientific ideas or concepts... Super

* Present historical events

* Presentmultiple accounts of the same eventortopic visuals... @ N
i p i ; P The multiple accounts of the same event/topic are lacking... This 3) sufficient
* Provide technicalinformation

AN would be up to the teacher to provide other resources for
* Present scientific ideas or concepts

) . X i i comparison/contrast and/or to consciously connect the student's
+ Containrelevantvisual representations of information  riting as one of multiple accounts of a same event or topic. The OZ) some

program does provide opportunities for this, as the students rate one
another using rubrics when they present what they have written.
g yp y Ol) weak

1e. Student reading materials contain a range of The students make a connection to the format of the program @4) extensive
increasingly challenging selections that allow teachers to early on with personal narratives, then build into history with

build students’ ability to comprehend complex text and  cultural relevance, and the most difficult concepts are presented 63) sufficient
expand vocabulary throughout the school year. last, with Shakespeare and chemistry.

OVERALLRATING: @ 4)extensive evidence O 3) sufficient evidence OZ) some evidence O 1) weak evidence

SUMMARY STATEMENT (Explain why the materials received this overall rating):

The range and quality of texts is consistently: engaging, relevant, challenging, important, interesting for 5th graders, and visually
appealing. If we adopted this program, we'd be providing kids with a lot that we aren't now as a whole group. Some teachers may
supplement with these types of materials, but there's no overall presentation of this range of ideas, information, and literature currently
in use.

ELA/LITERACY GRADE-LEVEL INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS EVALUATION TOOL: QUALITY REVIEW GRADE 5 5





ALIGNMENT CRITERION Il. QUESTIONS AND TASKS SUPPORT STUDENT LEARNING

Questions posed to students in the materials under review should support student learning in building reading comprehension, in
finding and producing the textual evidence to support responses, and in developing grade-level academic language and domain-
specific words and phrases. Texts for grade five students must include text-dependent questions that require the use of higher order
thinking skills. There should be a range of questions that require students to attend to the author’s language as his/her vehicle for
conveying meaning, as well as to support specific inferences with explicit details from the text. Most questions should require

that the student refer to the text in several places in order to devise an answer—rather than asking only literal, “right there” types of
questions—and should also require the student to begin comparing texts, authors, and opinions (CCSS).

GUIDING STATEMENTS SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXT/MATERIALS El\é",A?EII\II\IC(I;E
Literature and Informational Text The readers and activity books are solid in this area. They are @4) extensive
e e e, (LTS B T RS (s T aligned to one another lesson by lesson and they depend on one
students to explicitly attend to the text, including, but anoiher for completion of assignments in the activity book. 03) sufficient
not limited to:
* Quoting from atext when explaining what the text says
explicitly and making inferences O 2) some

* Summarizing text
 Determining the theme of a story, drama, or poem from
details in thetext O 1) weak
» Determiningtwoormoremainideasofatextandhow
they are supported by key details
» Comparing and contrasting two or morecharacters,
settings, or events in a story or drama
* Explaining the relationships or interactions between
two or more individuals, events, ideas, or concepts
covered in informational texts

ELA/LITERACY GRADE-LEVEL INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS EVALUATION TOOL: QUALITY REVIEW GRADE 5 6
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GUIDING STATEMENTS

2b. Craft and Structure. Questions and tasks require students
to explicitly attend to the text, including, but not limited to:

Determining the meaning of words and phrases as used
in the text, including general academic and domain-
specific words as well as figurative language

Explaining how a series ofchapters,scenes, orstanzas fit
togetherto formthe overall structure of a story, drama, or
poem

Comparing and contrasting the overall structure of two or
more informationaltexts

Analyzing multiple accounts ofthe same eventor topic, noting
similaritiesand differencesin pointofviewanddescribinghow
point of viewinfluences how events are described

2¢. Integration of Knowledge and Ideas. Questions and tasks
require studentsto explicitly attend tothe text, including,
but not limitedto:

OVERALLRATING: O 4)extensive evidence @3) sufficient evidence GZ) some evidence

Drawing information from multiple print or digital
sources

Analyzing how visual and multimedia elements contribute
to the meaning, tone, or beauty of a text
Comparingand contrasting the treatment of

similar themes, topics, and patterns of events
Comparing and contrasting stories in the same genre on
their approachesto similar themes and topics
Explaining how an author uses reasons and evidence to
support points

Integrating information from several texts on the same

topic

EVIDENCE

SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXT/MATERIALS RATING

Again, the activity book is dependent upon the reader for the lessons.
For example, chapter five of unit 2, "Aztec City on the Water's Edge" is

4) extensive
linked to a lesson in the activity book with the same title. In the activity, o
the student have to refer to the text to link ideas in correct order about @3) sufficient
place phrases from the reading onto a timeline. The lesson also requires
students to compare and contrast two cultures, take words apart, match OZ) some
Each activity book has lessons like this, and they are aligned to/
dependent upon the reading. The point of view piece is used throughout, Ol) weak
majority of the activities; though these connections are easily made
when using the materials for Shakespeare, Don Quixote, The

building, to determine the meaning of a domain vocabulary word, andto
words with definitions, and include information from the text.

but multiple accounts of the same event are not overtly addressed in the
Reformation, and the Ancient Civs.

4) extensive

OB) sufficient
OZ) some
O 1) weak

Students work with multiple sources.

Students are continuously directed to go back and forth between
sources to find answers.

The text is beautifully laid out with lots of images.

The activities are well organized and easy to read.

Ol) weak evidence

SUMMARY STATEMENT (Explain why the materials received this overall rating):

ELA/LITERACY GRADE-LEVEL INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS EVALUATION TOOL: QUALITY REVIEW GRADE 5





ALIGNMENT CRITERIONIII. WRITINGTOSOURCESANDRESEARCH

The writing standards for each grade level highlight distinctive expectations about student writing. For details on grade-level writing
expectations and writing exemplars for grade five, see the Common Core State Standards for English Language Arts and Literacy.
The metrics below show key characteristics to look for in your review of materials.

GUIDING STATEMENTS

3a. Writing assignments are explicitly connected to what
students are reading, and routinely include writing over
shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) and

extended time frames (for research, reflection, and revision)

for a range of discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and
audiences.

3b. Text-dependent questions generally create the foundation
for students to address culminating writing tasks,
including:

* Writing opinion pieces ontopics or texts, supporting a
point of view with reasons and information

+ Writing informative/explanatory texts to examine atopic
and convey ideas and information clearly

» Writing narratives to develop real or imagined
experiences or events using effective technique,
descriptive details, and clear sequences of events

3c.Reading materials can serve as models to explore
writer’s craft, demonstrate use of domain-specific words and
phrases, and support student production of grade-level
opinion, informational, and narrative writing.

EVIDENCE
RATING

@1) extensive
Os) sufficient
OZ) some

Ol) weak
@4) extensive

OS) sufficient
OZ) some

Ol) weak

) extensive

OS) sufficient
OZ) some

Ol) weak

SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXT/MATERIALS

The 1/We/You format is used in the writing assignments, which are both short and long term.
Writing is connected to the readings and tasks which are presented in the Amplify units, but
there are also connections to texts within the writing portfolio portion of Amplify. For example,
when introducing narrative writing, there is a sample narrative text provided in the lesson
that the students read through and analyze as they learn the foundations needed for writing
narrative texts. The writing studio units are paralleled with the units taught in the amplify
program. For example, Unit One of Amplify is Personal Narratives; and Unit Six of the
Amplify Writing Program is Narrative Writing. It would be easy for teachers to connect the
writing lessons to what students are studying in the core knowledge; but they could also use
the writing program with other texts that they use in class, causing the writing lessons to be
easily adapted into interdisciplinary lessons in writing. This is a great way to address writing
routinely over shorter and extended time frames.

The writing studio program addresses the types of writing that
must be taught in the fifth grade. Each type of writing is
separated into its own unit. The common core standards are
noted at the beginning of each writing less, and the lessons are
paces out by using minutes, which makes the program easy to
plan into periods, days, and weeks of writing.

The reading materials in all sections of the program are dense
with vocabulary that can be applied across all subjects. The
units themselves address literature, social studies, and science.
It's a great way to introduce ELA standards further across
disciplines. The reading materials are aesthetically pleasing and
the print is easy to read. There are myriad opportunities in the
readers, the activity books, and the writing lessons to learn
about, analyze, and produce the types of writing; as well as to
explore the craft of writing.
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EVIDENCE

GUIDING STATEMENTS SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXT/MATERIALS RATING
3d. Materialsinclude explicit supporttoteachers, eitherinthe ~ Writing materials are aligned to standards in both the writing @4) extensive
teacher’sedition orclassroommaterials, forwritinginstruction ~ studio and the activity books.
linked to the grade five writing standards, including: Assigning the integration of technology to present writing is O 3) sufficient
« Producing clear and coherent writing in which the easily done.

development and organization are appropriate to the
task, purpose, and audience OZ) some

+ Developing and strengthening writing by planning, revising,
editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach

* Using technologyto produce and publish writing, as well O 1) weak
as tointeractandcollaborate with others, demonstrating
sufficient keyboarding skills

Materials should also guide the teaching of specific
components of grade five writing standards 1-3 (See CCSS).

3e.Materials provideopportunities andresourcesfor This is m|n|ma"y addressed in the program and would mOStly be 04) extensive
students to conduct short research projects that build left for teachers to assign.
knowledge about a topic, including: 03) sufficient
» Using several sources to investigate differentaspects
of a topic
* Recalling relevant information from experiences @2) some
or gathering informationfromprintanddigital
sources
* Summarizing or paraphrasing information in notes and Ol) weak
finished work
* Providing a list of sources
 Drawing evidence from literary orinformational texts to
support analysis, reflection, or research

OVERALLRATING: O 4)extensive evidence @ 3) sufficient evidence O 2) some evidence O 1) weak evidence

SUMMARY STATEMENT (Explain why the materials received this overall rating):

Research projects and using several sources to investigate topics is a big part of 5th grade. This part of reading and writing would
have to be assigned independently using these texts OR using other parts of the 5th grade curriculum.
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ALIGNMENT CRITERION IV: FOUNDATIONAL SKILLS

Materials provide guidance and support for explicit and systematic instruction and diagnostic support in grade-level phonics,
vocabulary development, syntax, and reading fluency. Students must be able to recognize words fluently in order to focus on the
major goal of reading, which is comprehension. Effective foundational skills instruction in grade five includes an explicit and
systematic focus on phonics and practice in applying phonics for students who are struggling. Building word analysis skills and
fluency must also be contextualized within the materials (CCSS).

GUIDING STATEMENTS SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXT/MATERIALS EI\'\{"AD'EII\II\ICCE
4a. Materials provide teachers with guidance and supportfor  Standards are addressed throughout the curriculum and listed at @ 4) extensive
explicit and systematic instruction of the grade five the beginning of each lesson in the teacher guide for the reader/

Reading Standards for Foundational Skills, including activity book AND the writing studio. O 3 .
. T . ) . . ) sufficient
instruction in phonics, word analysis, and reading with

fluency to support comprehension. (Refer to CCSS,
AppendixAforthe research detailing the advancement of
foundational skills in reading.) OZ) some

4b. Materials include avariety of opportunities for students to T he activity books cover this. It's nige because we wouldn't need @4) extensive

develop and apply word analysis and decoding skills, @ supplement for grammar mechanics.

including: O 3) sufficient

 Understanding grade-level vocabulary using anintegrated |
approach(including affixes, multi-syllable words, etc.)

 Understanding multisyllabic wordsin context and out of OZ) some
context

» Self-correctingusingword recognition skills and
context clues, rereading text purposefully as needed Ol) weak

ELA/LITERACY GRADE-LEVEL INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS EVALUATION TOOL: QUALITY REVIEW GRADE 5 10
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GUIDING STATEMENTS SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXT/MATERIALS
4c. Materials provide regular practice in reading grade-level The daily actiyities in Connection V_Vith the readings allow for
proseand poetry with accuracy, atan appropriaterate,and ~ regular attention to and work in this area.

with appropriate expression.

4d. Materials guide studentsinreading grade-level textswith ~ Frequent connections between foundational skills and text
purpose and understanding, making frequent connections  dependent/text specific questions..more infrequent with
between the acquisition of foundational skills and access acquisition of foundational skills connecting to accessing the

to the meaning of texts (including a set of text-dependent meaning of texts. This is present but not overtly.
or text-specific questions to check for understanding).

OVERALLRATING: @ 4)extensive evidence OB) sufficient evidence O 2) some evidence Ol) weak evidence

SUMMARY STATEMENT (Explain why the materials received this overall rating):

EVIDENCE
RATING

(®)4) extensive
(O 3) sufficient
O 2) some
O 1 weak

O 4) extensive
@ 3) sufficient

O 2) some
O 1) weak

The activity books coincide with the reading on a daily basis. This alleviates the concern teachers may have that they covered writing
but not grammar, grammar but not writing, vocabulary but not reading...etc. The writing program is engaging and fun. It looks user

friendly and the standards are there...another relief for teachers.

ELA/LITERACY GRADE-LEVEL INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS EVALUATION TOOL: QUALITY REVIEW GRADE 5
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ALIGNMENT CRITERION V: LANGUAGE

The Common Core State Standards for language focus on ensuring that students gain adequate mastery of a range of language skills
and applications. Students are expected to meet each year’s grade-specific standards and retain or further develop skills, knowledge,
and vocabulary gained in preceding grades (CCSS).

GUIDING STATEMENTS SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXT/MATERIALS E;/{"AD'IEI'\II\ICCE
Conventions of Standard English This is covered in the activity books, which are assigned with @4) extensive
5a. There is evidence that grade-level grammar and conventions each un.it. Th_ere are e_ll_s ° ampl_e opportunities for reiterg’Fing the
are addressed using an integrated and contextualized approach ﬁaosr;\;?]nstlggglz?;Qﬁvvérrﬁlig%:tiziﬁé '\I,'Vf;ﬁir: agﬁjg%maes Sﬁ;fmc O 3) sufficient
in daily instruction. Materials and tasks in grade five are 9 ) |
designed to help build student understanding and use of:
« Conjunctions (including correlative conjunctions), O 2) some
prepositions, and interjections, including knowing and
explaining their function in a sentence
« Correctverbtense,includingperfect tenses, to O 1) weak
convey various times, sequences, states, and
conditions
 Correct spelling of grade-level words
+ Commas to separate items in a series, separate an
introductory phrase fromthe rest of a sentence, to indicate
direct address, or to set off tag words or questions
* Underlining, quotation marks, oritalicstoindicate titles
Knowledge of Language The program isn't heavy on comparing and contrasting the (4 extensive
. . : . varieties of English dialects, but everything else is there.
5b. The materials support instruction on:
« Expanding, combining, and reducing sentences @ 3) sufficient
» Comparing and contrasting the varieties of English dialects
andregisters used in stories, dramas, or poems O 2) some

O 1) weak
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GUIDING STATEMENTS

Vocabulary Acquisition and Use

5c.Thematerials provide context,support,and strategies

for teaching vocabulary acquisition skills, including:

» Using context clues to unlock the meaning of words

» UsingGreek orLatin affixes and rootsas clues
to the meaning of words

 Consulting reference materials to determine pronunciation
or the meaning of words

5d. The materials provide embedded opportunities for
students to encounter and develop an understanding of
figurative language, word relationships, and nuances in
word meanings.

EVIDENCE

SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXT/MATERIALS RATING

The materials with regards to this standard are more student led. ()%) extensive
The materials provide the information that students need to

know, but the guided instruction is usually around 5 minutes, @ 3) sufficient
after which the students work independently on filling in the
work.
O 2) some
O 1) weak
This is presented covertly and the students would need 04) extensive

guidance from the teacher on understanding these concepts.

O 3) sufficient
|

@ 2) some

O 1) weak

OVERALLRATING: O4)extensive evidence O 3) sufficient evidence @ 2) some evidence Ol) weak evidence

SUMMARY STATEMENT (Explain why the materials received this overall rating):
The activity book covers all that students need to know about conventions, but there is a possibility that they wouldn't make the deeper
connection and just start filling in the blanks to get the work done.
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ALIGNMENT CRITERIONVI: SPEAKINGAND LISTENING

To be CCSS-aligned, speaking and listening must be integrated into lessons, items, and tasks. These must reflect a progression of
communication skills required for eventual college- and career-readiness. If grade five students are able to listen to others, discuss
what they are learning, and voice their own confusion or misunderstandings, their learning becomes deeper and more meaningful.
They are exposed, at this level, to points of view that may differ from their own, and they learn how to agree and disagree, express
their own thoughts, and ask questions when they don’t understand or need more clarification (CCSS).

» Pose and respond to specific questions to clarify or follow
up oninformation
» Reviewkey ideas and explain their own ideas @ 1) weak
+ Differentiate between contexts forformal English
and situations where informal discourse is
appropriate
» Useaccurate, grade-appropriate general academicand
domain-specific words and phrases

GUIDING STATEMENTS SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXT/MATERIALS EI\'\{":'EI'\II\ICCE
6a. Comprehension and Collaboration. Materials provide a Accountable talk and classroom norms are not addressed in the 04) extensive
language framework for student participation in program and would have to pre exist in the classroom.
academic conversations, including the ability to: O 3) sufficient
* Cometo adiscussion prepared
« Follow agreed upon rules/roles O 2) some

ELA/LITERACY GRADE-LEVEL INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS EVALUATION TOOL: QUALITY REVIEW GRADE 5
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EVIDENCE

GUIDING STATEMENTS SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXT/MATERIALS RATING
6b.Presentationofknowledge and Ideas. Materials provide a Variety of audiences isn't addressed at length. Opinion and O 4) extensive
|anguage framework for student planning of effective reporting are there, but researCh iSI’l't addressed at |ength
presentations, focusing on: Teachers would be able to use this resource for such O 3) sufficient
« How toreport on a topicor text using evidenceto assignments, but wo.uld have to brainstorm on their own for how ‘

present findings from research and for what else to include.
* How to present an opinion @ 2) some
* Howto sequence ideas logically
» Howto use appropriate facts andrelevant details to

support ideas O 1) weak

How to use descriptive details to support mainideas or
themes

How to use multimedia components

How to adapt speech to a variety of audiences

OVERALLRATING: O 4)extensive evidence O 3) sufficient evidence @ 2) some evidence Ol) weak evidence

SUMMARY STATEMENT (Explain why the materials received this overall rating):
There is awesome material here for discussion and Socratic seminar, but it isn't the drive of the program.
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ALIGNMENT CRITERION VII: SCAFFOLDING AND SUPPORTS

While scaffolds are not a part of the standards themselves, it is important to support teachers in meeting the needs of the range of
students in their classrooms. In order to meet the reading, speaking, and writing needs of all grade five students, the materials must
include supports for students to comprehend text at the high end of the grades three through five text complexity band. Supports and
scaffolds should draw students back to the text and provide strategies for vocabulary acquisition. All scaffolding and support requires
ongoing formal and informal assessments. These assessments should provide multiple opportunities for students to demonstrate their

proficiency and inform instruction.

It is important to note that scaffolding is not just intended for struggling students, but also for students who are ready for above
grade-level work. As text complexity increases and tasks get increasingly challenging, the need for appropriate scaffolds for above

grade-level access is equally important (CCSS).
GUIDING STATEMENTS

7a. The texts promote differentiated instruction and
instructional conversations about text to support student
learning of:

» Academic language
* Linguistic frames for student talk and writing
* Repeated grammatical structures and language

7b. The materials include student supports such as:

* Multiple digital and media versions of texts

* lllustrations

* Graphs andcharts

* Maps and photographs

* Visual cues/notes that draw attention to words in the
text thatsignal sequenceorofferclues to meaning(i.e.,
where, when, and how key events occur)

EVIDENCE

SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXT/MATERIALS RATING

The readers are grade level with some challenging sections of 04) extensive
text.

The writing studio provides scaffolding. .
The instructional conversations about understanding academic Og) sufficient
language are scripted in the manual and provide solid

groundwork for the kids. @2) some
There are linguistic frames for writing but not for talk.

The texts do not promote differentiated instruction with reading,

but the writing and the activities do. Ol) weak

There are mostly multiple media versions... This program isn't @4) extensive
heavily reliant upon the digital media. Teachers can pull the
reading and lessons up onto their SmartBoard if they have one, O3) sufficient
but the student's readers and activity books are hard copy. In my
opinion, this is what they need. We need to encourage engaging
with hard copy media. This encourages engagement with one OZ) some
another as well as with the material.

Ol) weak
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GUIDING STATEMENTS

7c. Thematerialsaredesignedto support teacher
instruction by use of:

Explicit instructional directions accompanied by materials
thatare clearly alignedto stated goals and objectives that
build student ability to read and comprehend grade-level
text

Strategies to gradually increase difficulty as students’
comprehension skills strengthen

Strategies to supportstudentacquisition of

knowledge supporting specific common core
standards

Clear and detailed teacher directions and guidance

for introducing new concepts and skills

Clear guidance for documenting student progress
toward meeting grade-levelstandards

7d.The materials provide support for student
learning throughvaryingmodalities (i.e., thereare
provisionsfor print, digital, and other multimedia sources
forinformation attainment).

SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXT/MATERIALS

The teacher manuals are some of the most user friendly I've
seen. The pacing is clear, the standards are there, the scripts
are there until you get comfortable, questions for engaging kids
and checking for understanding are part of the scripts and
lessons... It's great for newer teachers as well as for seasoned
teachers looking for something new.

The program is mostly dependent on engaging with the texts
and paper/pencil assignments.

EVIDENCE
RATING

(8)" extensive
(O 3) sufficient
(2 some
Oh) weak

04) extensive
03) sufficient
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GUIDING STATEMENTS

7e. The materials include assessments along with:

Suggestions for next steps to address a spectrum of
performancelevels and needs based on assessment results
Opportunities for students to demonstrate their expertise
through the use of performance tasks

Pieces ofchallengingand complete textthatcan be
used to assessstudentunderstanding and next
instructional steps

Reading selections and questions that progressin a logical
sequence for gradual release?

Enrichmenttasksfor students who are ontarget for
meeting grade-level expectations

Steps to take when evidence suggests that students

are starting to fallbehind

SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXT/MATERIALS

The curriculum expects students to follow along and keep up.
Ideas for support are provided, but you lose time in the lesson.

OVERALLRATING: O4)extensive evidence O 3) sufficient evidence @ 2) some evidence Ol) weak evidence

SUMMARY STATEMENT (Explain why the materials received this overall rating):
This program isn't overtly provisional of differentiation. It provides activities for bridging, expanding, and EL students, but the time
allotted doesn't change. If the provisions were built into the lesson instead of a sidebar, then the teacher could break up the groups and
give the different versions of the assignment right away instead of as an afterthought. This would be especially helpful at the beginning
of the year, before the teacher knows the students. As the year progresses, planning will become easier.

1 Gradual release: scaffolding of instruction so that students develop the ability to read and complete tasks and assignments independently and proficiently.

EVIDENCE
RATING

04) extensive
O 3) sufficient

ELA/LITERACY GRADE-LEVEL INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS EVALUATION TOOL: QUALITY REVIEW GRADE 5
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		SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXTMATERIALSLiterature and Informational Text C1a The texts present rich and embedded relationships between and among characters ideas and concepts that are conveyed through masterful style and structure See exemplars in CCSS Appendix B: Example 1: Unit 1, Lesson 2, Strong Verbs and Adjectives: The lesson connects to the reader, where the verbs are adjectives are in bold text. The students are also working through a writing assignment for personal narrative where they are given directions to include strong verbs and adjectives, then take them out of the text in order to analyze and discuss them. 
Example 2: Unit 9/Chemical Matter does an amazing job of integrating writing styles and stories into scientific writing about chemistry and chemical processes. Students are connecting to characters in the reader, they are building writing skills for informative, narrative, opinion, and persuasive writing, and they are learning the science. Awesome! 

		SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXTMATERIALSC1bThe materialsconsistentlyincludeshortchallengingand complete texts that contain rich content ideas and academic language worthy of close reading See exemplars in CCSS Appendix B: The student readers are consistent in that domain specific and grade level vocabulary which may be new to students, as well as more challenging words, in bold text. The activity books and writing assignments provide "reinforcements" for one another (reteaching, paralleled assignments, relevant texts to analyze and discuss) for writing, grammar mechanics, and reading challenging texts. All materials are aligned to standards. Literature that students ought to be exposed to, such as the Adventures of Don Quixote and A Midsummer NIght's Dream, are included in the program.

		C1c The materials consistently provide opportunities to read both literaryand informationaltexts at the high end of the grades three through fivetextcomplexityband: There's a delightful blend of science, classic literature, story telling, non fictional narrative, and history. 

		C1d Materials provide strategies for gradelevel vocabulary acquisition as well as differentiated strategies for all students: There is a lot of grade-level vocabulary acquisition for students, and there are extensions for the lessons. With regards to differentiation for lower level readers... Teachers would have to rely upon partner reading or line numbering. 
The workbooks are good for differentiating... The writing assignments too... In my opinion. There would likely be site and teacher discussions about what's expected for completion of assignments... But that's inevitable with any curriculum. 

		SUMMARY STATEMENT Explain why the materials received this overall rating: The texts include grade level, below grade level, and above grade level reading. The texts emphasize the importance of grammar mechanics which are being taught in each unit. The materials are interdisciplinary. 

		SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXTMATERIALSLiterature and Informational Text 1a The range of materials both print and digital allows teachers and students to explore content that coherentlyand systematicallybuilds knowledgeandgradelevel vocabulary acrosssubjects themes andtopics See CCSS Appendix B for examples of gradelevel knowledge demandsText setsalso address a wide variety of student interests and are likely to foster independent reading: The variety of topics is extensive, and the program allows students to be exposed to new things consistently throughout the year. Each unit in the program provides opportunities for discussion, questioning, and learning experience. I love the strong connection to cultural history in more than one place in the world. It gives kids a lot to think about. The pictures are gorgeous. The online options for looking at the texts and images can be powerful too. The materials are fun for DBQ or Zoom. 

		SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXTMATERIALS1b Text sets include a diverse range of high quality culturally responsive and appropriate topics and themes Textsfrom diverseculturesreflectthesamehighqualityfeaturesthat are demanded of all texts: There is a lot of information on Renaissance history as well as industry, exposing students to European history that is pre Revolution, allowing them to expand their awareness and give them a broader context for history before high school. This is great, and it's something we really need in elementary school. There is a beautiful text on ancient civilizations, which opens a lot of doors for conversations and learning about ancient history and the timeline of human existence. It really provides an eye opening platform for students. The unit on Native Americans is also really wonderful and provides a lot of opportunities for students to increase their awareness of history, their place in it, and the world around them. The program is lacking in African American presence in literature and society. I would like to see more of that. It would also be great to have more information about Greece and the Middle Eastern countries alongside the Renaissance lessons... It would help students to make connections in a broader context. Even so, the units are much more culturally diverse and aware than what I've seen out there so far. 

		SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXTMATERIALS1c Materials include a rich and diverse sampling of literary texts including but not limited to  Drama and poetry  Stories from various genres that invite exploration of the treatment of themes and topics: Lots of opportunities to connect more poetry with the MIdsummer Nigh's unit. The texts throughout the rest of the program are diverse... Exploring many cultures, perspectives, and experiences...coming from many genres. 

		SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXTMATERIALS1dTherangeofinformationaltexts include selections that  Present historical events  Presentmultiple accounts of the same event or topic  Provide technicalinformation  Present scientific ideas or concepts  Contain relevantvisual representations of information: Great visuals, lots of historical representation, great presentation that's really kid friendly about scientific ideas or concepts... Super visuals...
The multiple accounts of the same event/topic are lacking... This would be up to the teacher to provide other resources for comparison/contrast and/or to consciously connect the student's writing as one of multiple accounts of a same event or topic. The program does provide opportunities for this, as the students rate one another using rubrics when they present what they have written. 

		SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXTMATERIALS1e Student reading materials contain a range of increasingly challenging selections that allow teachers to build students ability to comprehend complex text and expand vocabulary throughout the school year: The students make a connection to the format of the program early on with personal narratives, then build into history with cultural relevance, and the most difficult concepts are presented last, with Shakespeare and chemistry. 

		SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXTMATERIALSLiterature and Informational Text 2a Key Ideas and Details Questions and tasks require students to explicitly attend to the text including but not limited to  Quoting from a text when explaining what the text says explicitly and making inferences  Summarizing text  Determining the theme of a story drama or poem from details in thetext  Determiningtwoormoremainideasofatextandhow they are supported by key details  Comparing and contrasting two or morecharacters settings or events in a story or drama  Explaining the relationships or interactions between two or more individuals events ideas or concepts covered in informational texts: The readers and activity books are solid in this area. They are aligned to one another lesson by lesson and they depend on one another for completion of assignments in the activity book. 


		SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXTMATERIALS2b Craft and Structure Questions and tasks require students to explicitlyattend tothe text including but notlimited to  Determining the meaning of words and phrases as used in the text including general academic and domain specific words as well as figurative language  Explaining how a series ofchaptersscenesorstanzas fit togethertoformthe overallstructureof a storydramaor poem  Comparing and contrasting the overall structure of two or more informationaltexts  Analyzingmultipleaccountsofthesameeventor topicnoting similaritiesanddifferencesinpointofviewanddescribinghow pointofviewinfluenceshoweventsaredescribed: Again, the activity book is dependent upon the reader for the lessons. For example, chapter five of unit 2, "Aztec City on the Water's Edge" is linked to a lesson in the activity book with the same title. In the activity, the student have to refer to the text to link ideas in correct order about building, to determine the meaning of a domain vocabulary word, and to place phrases from the reading onto a timeline. The lesson also requires students to compare and contrast two cultures, take words apart, match words with definitions, and include information from the text. 
Each activity book has lessons like this, and they are aligned to/dependent upon the reading. The point of view piece is used throughout, but multiple accounts of the same event are not overtly addressed in the majority of the activities; though these connections are easily made when using the materials for Shakespeare, Don Quixote, The Reformation, and the Ancient Civs.  

		SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXTMATERIALS2c Integration of Knowledge and Ideas Questions and tasks requirestudentstoexplicitlyattendtothetextincluding but not limitedto  Drawing information from multiple print or digital sources  Analyzing how visual and multimedia elements contribute to the meaning tone or beauty of a text  Comparingand contrasting the treatment of similar themes topics and patterns of events  Comparing and contrasting stories in the same genre on their approaches to similar themes and topics  Explaining how an author uses reasons and evidence to support points  Integrating information from several texts on the same topic: Students work with multiple sources. 
Students are continuously directed to go back and forth between sources to find  answers. 
The text is beautifully laid out with lots of images. 
The activities are well organized and easy to read. 

		SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXTMATERIALS3a Writing assignments are explicitly connected to what students are reading and routinely include writing over shorter time frames a single sitting or a day or two and extended time frames for research reflection and revision for a range of disciplinespecific tasks purposes and audiences: The I/We/You format is used in the writing assignments, which are both short and long term. Writing is connected to the readings and tasks which are presented in the Amplify units, but there are also connections to texts within the writing portfolio portion of Amplify. For example, when introducing narrative writing, there is a sample narrative text provided in the lesson that the students read through and analyze as they learn the foundations needed for writing narrative texts. The writing studio units are paralleled with the units taught in the amplify program. For example, Unit One of Amplify is Personal Narratives; and Unit Six of the Amplify Writing Program is Narrative Writing. It would be easy for teachers to connect the writing lessons to what students are studying in the core knowledge; but they could also use the writing program with other texts that they use in class, causing the writing lessons to be easily adapted into interdisciplinary lessons in writing. This is a great way to address writing routinely over shorter and extended time frames.   

		SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXTMATERIALS3b Textdependent questions generally create the foundation for students to address culminating writing tasks including  Writing opinion pieces on topics or texts supporting a point of view with reasons and information  Writing informativeexplanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas and information clearly  Writing narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective technique descriptive details and clear sequences of events: The writing studio program addresses the types of writing that must be taught in the fifth grade. Each type of writing is separated into its own unit. The common core standards are noted at the beginning of each writing less, and the lessons are paces out by using minutes, which makes the program easy to plan into periods, days, and weeks of writing. 


		SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXTMATERIALS3cReading materials can serve as models to explore writers craft demonstrate use of domainspecific words and phrases and support student production of gradelevel opinion informational and narrative writing: The reading materials in all sections of the program are dense with vocabulary that can be applied across all subjects. The units themselves address literature, social studies, and science. It's a great way to introduce ELA standards further across disciplines. The reading materials are aesthetically pleasing and the print is easy to read. There are myriad opportunities in the readers, the activity books, and the writing lessons to learn about, analyze, and produce the types of writing; as well as to explore the craft of writing. 

		SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXTMATERIALS3d Materials include explicit support to teachers either in the teachersedition orclassroommaterialsforwritinginstruction linkedto the gradefive writing standardsincluding  Producing clear and coherent writing in which the development and organization are appropriate to the task purpose andaudience  Developing and strengthening writing by planning revising editing rewriting or trying a new approach  Using technology to produce and publish writing as well as to interactandcollaboratewithothersdemonstrating sufficient keyboardingskills Materials should also guide the teaching of specific components of grade five writing standards 13 See CCSS: Writing materials are aligned to standards in both the writing studio and the activity books. 
Assigning the integration of technology to present writing is easily done. 

		2 some evidence: This is minimally addressed in the program and would mostly be left for teachers to assign. 

		SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXTMATERIALS4a Materials provide teachers with guidance and support for explicit and systematic instruction of the grade five Reading Standards for Foundational Skills including instruction in phonics word analysis and reading with fluency to support comprehensionRefer to CCSS Appendix Aforthe research detailing the advancement of foundational skills in reading: Standards are addressed throughout the curriculum and listed at the beginning of each lesson in the teacher guide for the reader/activity book AND the writing studio. 

		SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXTMATERIALS4b Materials include a variety of opportunities for students to develop and apply word analysis and decoding skills including  Understanding gradelevel vocabulary using an integrated approachincludingaffixesmultisyllablewordsetc  Understanding multisyllabic wordsin context and out of context  Selfcorrectingusingword recognition skills and context clues rereading text purposefully as needed: The activity books cover this. It's nice because we wouldn't need a supplement for grammar mechanics. 

		SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXTMATERIALS4c Materials provide regular practice in reading gradelevel proseand poetry with accuracyat an appropriate rate and with appropriateexpression: The daily activities in connection with the readings allow for regular attention to and work in this area. 

		SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXTMATERIALS4d Materials guide students inreading gradelevel texts with purpose and understanding making frequent connections between the acquisition of foundational skills and access to the meaning of texts including a set of textdependent or textspecific questions to check for understanding: Frequent connections between foundational skills and text dependent/text specific questions..more infrequent with acquisition of foundational skills connecting to accessing the meaning of texts. This is present but not overtly. 

		SUMMARY STATEMENT Explain why the materials received this overall rating_2: The activity books coincide with the reading on a daily basis. This alleviates the concern teachers may have that they covered writing but not grammar, grammar but not writing, vocabulary but not reading...etc. The writing program is engaging and fun. It looks user friendly and the standards are there...another relief for teachers.

		SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXTMATERIALSConventions of Standard English 5a There is evidence that gradelevel grammar and conventions are addressed using an integrated and contextualized approach in daily instruction Materials and tasks in grade five are designed to help build student understanding and use of  Conjunctions including correlative conjunctions prepositions and interjections including knowing and explaining their function in a sentence  Correctverbtenseincludingperfect tensesto convey various timessequencesstates and conditions  Correct spelling of gradelevel words  Commas to separate items in a series separate an introductory phrase from the rest of a sentence to indicate direct address or to set off tag words or questions  Underliningquotationmarksoritalicstoindicatetitles: This is covered in the activity books, which are assigned with each unit. There are also ample opportunities for reiterating the conventions in the writing studio. There are some specific lessons about conventions in the writing studio as well. 

		SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXTMATERIALSKnowledge of Language 5b The materials support instruction on  Expanding combining and reducing sentences  Comparing and contrasting the varieties of English dialects and registers used in stories dramasorpoems: The program isn't heavy on comparing and contrasting the varieties of English dialects, but everything else is there. 

		SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXTMATERIALSVocabulary Acquisition and Use 5cThematerials provide contextsupportand strategies for teaching vocabulary acquisition skills including  Using context clues to unlock the meaning of words  UsingGreek orLatin affixes and rootsas clues to the meaning of words  Consulting reference materials to determine pronunciation or the meaning of words: The materials with regards to this standard are more student led. The materials provide the information that students need to know, but the guided instruction is usually around 5 minutes, after which the students work independently on filling in the work. 

		SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXTMATERIALS5d The materials provide embedded opportunities for students to encounter and develop an understanding of figurative language word relationships and nuances in word meanings: This is presented covertly and the students would need guidance from the teacher on understanding these concepts. 

		SUMMARY STATEMENT Explain why the materials received this overall rating_3: The activity book covers all that students need to know about conventions, but there is a possibility that they wouldn't make the deeper connection and just start filling in the blanks to get the work done. 

		SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXTMATERIALS6a Comprehension and Collaboration Materials provide a language framework for student participation in academic conversations including the ability to  Come to a discussion prepared  Follow agreed upon rulesroles  Pose and respond to specific questions to clarify or follow up on information  Review key ideas and explain their own ideas  Differentiate between contexts for formalEnglish and situations where informal discourse is appropriate  Use accurate gradeappropriate general academic and domainspecific words and phrases: Accountable talk and classroom norms are not addressed in the program and would have to pre exist in the classroom. 

		SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXTMATERIALS6bPresentationofKnowledge and Ideas Materials provide a language framework for student planning of effective presentations focusing on  How toreport on a topicor text using evidenceto present findings from research  How to present an opinion  How to sequence ideas logically  How to use appropriate facts and relevant details to support ideas  How to use descriptive details to support main ideas or themes  How to use multimedia components  How to adapt speech to a variety of audiences: Variety of audiences isn't addressed at length. Opinion and reporting are there, but research isn't addressed at length. Teachers would be able to use this resource for such assignments, but would have to brainstorm on their own for how and for what else to include. 

		SUMMARY STATEMENT Explain why the materials received this overall rating_4: There is awesome material here for discussion and Socratic seminar, but it isn't the drive of the program. 

		SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXTMATERIALS7a The texts promote differentiated instruction and instructional conversations about text to support student learning of  Academic language  Linguistic frames for student talk and writing  Repeated grammatical structures and language: The readers are grade level with some challenging sections of text. 
The writing studio provides scaffolding. 
The instructional conversations about understanding academic language are scripted in the manual and provide solid groundwork for the kids. 
There are linguistic frames for writing but not for talk. 
The texts do not promote differentiated instruction with reading, but the writing and the activities do. 

		SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXTMATERIALS7b The materials include student supports such as  Multiple digital and media versions of texts  Illustrations  Graphs andcharts  Maps andphotographs  Visual cuesnotes that draw attention to words in the text thatsignal sequenceorofferclues to meaningie where when and how key events occur: There are mostly multiple media versions... This program isn't heavily reliant upon the digital media. Teachers can pull the reading and lessons up onto their SmartBoard if they have one, but the student's readers and activity books are hard copy. In my opinion, this is what they need. We need to encourage engaging with hard copy media. This encourages engagement with one another as well as with the material. 

		SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXTMATERIALS7c The materialsaredesignedto support teacher instruction by use of  Explicit instructional directions accompanied by materials that are clearlyalignedtostated goals and objectives that build student ability to read and comprehend gradelevel text  Strategies to gradually increase difficulty as students comprehension skills strengthen  Strategies to supportstudentacquisitionof knowledge supporting specific common core standards  Clear and detailed teacher directions and guidance for introducing new concepts and skills  Clear guidance for documenting student progress toward meeting gradelevelstandards: The teacher manuals are some of the most user friendly I've seen. The pacing is clear, the standards are there, the scripts are there until you get comfortable, questions for engaging kids and checking for understanding are part of the scripts and lessons... It's great for newer teachers as well as for seasoned teachers looking for something new. 

		SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXTMATERIALS7dThe materials provide support for student learning throughvaryingmodalitiesiethereare provisionsfor print digital and other multimedia sources for information attainment: The program is mostly dependent on engaging with the texts and paper/pencil assignments. 

		SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXTMATERIALS7e The materials include assessments along with  Suggestions for next steps to address a spectrum of performance levels and needs based on assessment results  Opportunities for students to demonstrate their expertise through the use of performance tasks  Pieces of challengingand complete textthatcan be used to assess student understanding and next instructional steps  Reading selections and questions that progress in a logical sequence for gradual release1  Enrichment tasksfor students who are on target for meeting gradelevel expectations  Steps to take when evidence suggests that students are starting to fallbehind: The curriculum expects students to follow along and keep up. Ideas for support are provided, but you lose time in the lesson. 

		SUMMARY STATEMENT Explain why the materials received this overall rating_5: This program isn't overtly provisional of differentiation. It provides activities for bridging, expanding, and EL students, but the time allotted doesn't change. If the provisions were built into the lesson instead of a sidebar, then the teacher could break up the groups and give the different versions of the assignment right away instead of as an afterthought. This would be especially helpful at the beginning of the year, before the teacher knows the students. As the year progresses, planning will become easier. 

		Text1: The range and quality of texts is consistently: engaging, relevant, challenging, important, interesting for 5th graders, and visually appealing. If we adopted this program, we'd be providing kids with a lot that we aren't now as a whole group. Some teachers may supplement with these types of materials, but there's no overall presentation of this range of ideas, information, and literature currently in use. 

		Group1: Choice1

		Group2: Choice1

		Group3: Choice1

		Group4: Choice3

		Group5: Choice1

		Group6: Choice1

		Group7: Choice2

		Group8: Choice1

		Group9: Choice2

		Group10: Choice1

		Group11: Choice1

		Group12: Choice1

		Group13: Choice2

		Group14: Choice1

		Group15: Choice2

		Group16: Choice1

		Group17: Choice1

		Group18: Choice1

		Group19: Choice1

		Group20: Choice3

		Group21: Choice2

		Group22: Choice1

		Group23: Choice1

		Group24: Choice1

		Group25: Choice2

		Group26: Choice1

		Group27: Choice1

		Group28: Choice2

		Group29: Choice2

		Group30: Choice3

		Group31: Choice3

		Group32: Choice4

		Group33: Choice3

		Group34: Choice3

		Group35: Choice3

		Group36: Choice1

		Group37: Choice1

		Group38: Choice3

		Group39: Choice3

		Group40: Choice3

		Text3: Research projects and using several sources to investigate topics is a big part of 5th grade. This part of reading and writing would have to be assigned independently using these texts OR using other parts of the 5th grade curriculum. 
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Textbook and Instructional Material Evaluation Rubric Form-
English Language Arts

Instructional materials are designed for use by students and teachers as a learning resource for students to acquire
essential knowledge, skills, abilities, and dispositions. This includes print and non-print materials, including
comprehensive/core textbooks, supplemental materials, Web-based and electronic textbooks, and assessments.

Title: Core Knowledge Author(s): Publisher(s): Amplify
Copyright Date: Subject/Grade Level: 5

Student ISBN:
Teacher Edition ISBN:

Instructions: Use the tables below to determine if the Textbook or Instructional material meets each criteria.

Organization
Criteria 2 1 C i
Meets | Inadequate omments
1. Material provides a useful table of
contents, glossary, supplemental pages, and 2
index.
2. Layout is consistent; chapters/units are
arranged logically; and allow access through 2

multiple modalities.

3. Teacher edition contains interesting
introductions and a list of prerequisites skills 2
for each chapter.

4. Material contains examples, explanations, )
and/or online resources to the depth and
breadth of the Nevada Academic Content
Standards.

This is great in the curriculum.

5. Information is accurate, current, and 1
research-based.

Lacking in current relevance.

6. Focus of academic and domain specific
vocabulary is prevalent throughout reading,
writing, listening, and speaking.

7. Size and format of print is appropriate.

8. Format is visually appealing & interesting.

9. Material provides Smarter Balanced

performance-based tasks.

2

2
assessment type questions and/or 2
10. Electronic and interactive format 2

available.
Other:
Total Organization: 18 1
English Language Arts Content
1
Nevada Department of Education July 2, 2013 Textbook and Instructional Material Adoption Form
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Criteria

Meets

Inadequate

L Comments

11. Materials focus on the knowledge, skills, and
abilities (KSASs) appropriate to the grade level.

12. Material demonstrates coherence and rigor of
KSAs appropriate to grade level.

13. Real-world applications are relevant to the
students.

14. Information and directions are clearly written and
explained.

—

A lot of this falls onto the student.

15. Tasks are aligned to the anchor standards of the
Nevada Academic Content Standards.

16. Non-text content (maps, graphs, pictures, etc.) are
accurate, authentic, and well integrated into the
instructional material.

More of a classical format.

17. Lessons/tasks are interdisciplinary when
appropriate.

18. Tasks apply to the diversity of students and their
abilities, interests, and learning styles.

19. Questions and tasks encourage the development
and application of higher-level thinking skills.

—_— |t [t | ——

Expectations are high from the start... Not much building up to a higher ability .

20. Teacher edition includes questioning strategies
and/or questions to check for understanding at all
Depth of Knowledge (DOK) levels.

21. Teacher edition includes formative
assessment/evaluation tools and processes.

22. Material adheres to the text complexity at each
grade level outlined by the Nevada Academic Content
Standards.

23. Material provides access to or demonstrates
concepts in multiple ways, allowing for a variety of
student responses.

24. Tasks have a purpose, aligned to a skill or concept
at grade level.

NN N NN

25. Range and quality of text at each grade level is
addressed with a well-balanced representation of
literary and informational texts.

26. Material includes application of skills and
concepts at grade level.

27. Material makes it clear that student writing is a
key task (argument, informative, response to audience
and purpose, short focused research).

2

28. Content includes 21 Century skill development
such as collaboration, creative thinking, and problem

2

solving.
Other:
Total ELA Content Crlteria 22 7 | love the selections and layout but we need more diversity and attention to the real.
Inclusion
Nevada Department of Education July 2, 2013 Textbook and Instructional Material Adoption Form

N
S oo

TIM-01 ELA






Criteria

Meets | Inadequate

1

Comments

29. Material reflects a variety of ways to
differentiate instruction and model content to
support all learners.

30. Material reflects sensitivity with regard
to gender, race/ethnicity, religion, socio-
economic status, intellectual, and physical
abilities.

31. Material includes access to a multilingual
glossary.

32. Material provides resources for students
with disabilities and English Language
Learners aligned to grade level content.

33. Material is available for students with
visual impairments via a NIMAS file on the
NIMAC system.

Other:

Total Inclusion Criteria:

Alignment

Criteria

2 1
Meets | Inadequate Comments

34. Material content aligns to
district/organization curriculum.

35. Material content aligns with college and | o
career readiness skills (Nevada Academic
Content Standards).

36. Material is a useful resource in preparing )

students to meet the requirements of the
Nevada Academic Content Standards and
statewide assessments.

Other:

Total Alignment Criteria:

Total Score for ELA Textbook or Instructional Material: 61

Nevada Department of Education

N
S oo

July 2, 2013

Textbook and Instructional Material Adoption Form
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		2 Meets1 Material provides a useful table of contents glossary supplemental pages and index: 2

		1 Inadequate1 Material provides a useful table of contents glossary supplemental pages and index: 

		Comments1 Material provides a useful table of contents glossary supplemental pages and index: 

		2 Meets2 Layout is consistent chaptersunits are arranged logically and allow access through multiple modalities: 2

		1 Inadequate2 Layout is consistent chaptersunits are arranged logically and allow access through multiple modalities: 

		Comments2 Layout is consistent chaptersunits are arranged logically and allow access through multiple modalities: 

		2 Meets3 Teacher edition contains interesting introductions and a list of prerequisites skills for each chapter: 2

		1 Inadequate3 Teacher edition contains interesting introductions and a list of prerequisites skills for each chapter: 

		Comments3 Teacher edition contains interesting introductions and a list of prerequisites skills for each chapter: 

		2 Meets4 Material contains examples explanations andor online resources to the depth and breadth of the Nevada Academic Content Standards: 2

		1 Inadequate4 Material contains examples explanations andor online resources to the depth and breadth of the Nevada Academic Content Standards: 

		Comments4 Material contains examples explanations andor online resources to the depth and breadth of the Nevada Academic Content Standards: This is great in the curriculum.

		2 Meets5 Information is accurate current and researchbased: 

		1 Inadequate5 Information is accurate current and researchbased: 1

		Comments5 Information is accurate current and researchbased: Lacking in current relevance.

		2 Meets6 Focus of academic and domain specific vocabulary is prevalent throughout reading writing listening and speaking: 2

		1 Inadequate6 Focus of academic and domain specific vocabulary is prevalent throughout reading writing listening and speaking: 

		Comments6 Focus of academic and domain specific vocabulary is prevalent throughout reading writing listening and speaking: 

		2 Meets7 Size and format of print is appropriate: 2

		1 Inadequate7 Size and format of print is appropriate: 

		Comments7 Size and format of print is appropriate: 

		2 Meets8 Format is visually appealing  interesting: 2

		1 Inadequate8 Format is visually appealing  interesting: 

		Comments8 Format is visually appealing  interesting: 

		2 Meets9 Material provides Smarter Balanced assessment type questions andor performancebased tasks: 2

		1 Inadequate9 Material provides Smarter Balanced assessment type questions andor performancebased tasks: 

		Comments9 Material provides Smarter Balanced assessment type questions andor performancebased tasks: 

		2 Meets10 Electronic and interactive format available: 2

		1 Inadequate10 Electronic and interactive format available: 

		Comments10 Electronic and interactive format available: 

		2 MeetsOther: 

		1 InadequateOther: 

		CommentsOther: 

		2 MeetsTotal Organization: 18

		1 InadequateTotal Organization: 1

		CommentsTotal Organization: 

		2 Meets11 Materials focus on the knowledge skills and abilities KSAs appropriate to the grade level: 2

		1 Inadequate11 Materials focus on the knowledge skills and abilities KSAs appropriate to the grade level: 

		Comments11 Materials focus on the knowledge skills and abilities KSAs appropriate to the grade level: 

		2 Meets12 Material demonstrates coherence and rigor of KSAs appropriate to grade level: 2

		1 Inadequate12 Material demonstrates coherence and rigor of KSAs appropriate to grade level: 

		Comments12 Material demonstrates coherence and rigor of KSAs appropriate to grade level: 

		2 Meets13 Realworld applications are relevant to the students: 

		1 Inadequate13 Realworld applications are relevant to the students: 1

		Comments13 Realworld applications are relevant to the students: 

		2 Meets14 Information and directions are clearly written and explained: 

		1 Inadequate14 Information and directions are clearly written and explained: 1

		Comments14 Information and directions are clearly written and explained: A lot of this falls onto the student.

		2 Meets15 Tasks are aligned to the anchor standards of the Nevada Academic Content Standards: 2

		1 Inadequate15 Tasks are aligned to the anchor standards of the Nevada Academic Content Standards: 

		Comments15 Tasks are aligned to the anchor standards of the Nevada Academic Content Standards: 

		2 Meets16 Nontext content maps graphs pictures etc are accurate authentic and well integrated into the instructional material: 

		1 Inadequate16 Nontext content maps graphs pictures etc are accurate authentic and well integrated into the instructional material: 1

		Comments16 Nontext content maps graphs pictures etc are accurate authentic and well integrated into the instructional material: More of a classical format.

		2 Meets17 Lessonstasks are interdisciplinary when appropriate: 

		1 Inadequate17 Lessonstasks are interdisciplinary when appropriate: 1

		Comments17 Lessonstasks are interdisciplinary when appropriate: 

		2 Meets18 Tasks apply to the diversity of students and their abilities interests and learning styles: 

		1 Inadequate18 Tasks apply to the diversity of students and their abilities interests and learning styles: 1

		Comments18 Tasks apply to the diversity of students and their abilities interests and learning styles: 

		2 Meets19 Questions and tasks encourage the development and application of higherlevel thinking skills: 

		1 Inadequate19 Questions and tasks encourage the development and application of higherlevel thinking skills: 1

		Comments19 Questions and tasks encourage the development and application of higherlevel thinking skills: Expectations are high from the start... Not much building up  to a higher ability .

		2 Meets20 Teacher edition includes questioning strategies andor questions to check for understanding at all Depth of Knowledge DOK levels: 2

		1 Inadequate20 Teacher edition includes questioning strategies andor questions to check for understanding at all Depth of Knowledge DOK levels: 

		Comments20 Teacher edition includes questioning strategies andor questions to check for understanding at all Depth of Knowledge DOK levels: 

		2 Meets21 Teacher edition includes formative assessmentevaluation tools and processes: 2

		1 Inadequate21 Teacher edition includes formative assessmentevaluation tools and processes: 

		Comments21 Teacher edition includes formative assessmentevaluation tools and processes: 

		2 Meets22 Material adheres to the text complexity at each grade level outlined by the Nevada Academic Content Standards: 2

		1 Inadequate22 Material adheres to the text complexity at each grade level outlined by the Nevada Academic Content Standards: 

		Comments22 Material adheres to the text complexity at each grade level outlined by the Nevada Academic Content Standards: 

		2 Meets23 Material provides access to or demonstrates concepts in multiple ways allowing for a variety of student responses: 2

		1 Inadequate23 Material provides access to or demonstrates concepts in multiple ways allowing for a variety of student responses: 

		Comments23 Material provides access to or demonstrates concepts in multiple ways allowing for a variety of student responses: 

		2 Meets24 Tasks have a purpose aligned to a skill or concept at grade level: 2

		1 Inadequate24 Tasks have a purpose aligned to a skill or concept at grade level: 

		Comments24 Tasks have a purpose aligned to a skill or concept at grade level: 

		2 Meets25 Range and quality of text at each grade level is addressed with a wellbalanced representation of literary and informational texts: 

		1 Inadequate25 Range and quality of text at each grade level is addressed with a wellbalanced representation of literary and informational texts: 1

		Comments25 Range and quality of text at each grade level is addressed with a wellbalanced representation of literary and informational texts: 

		2 Meets26 Material includes application of skills and concepts at grade level: 2

		1 Inadequate26 Material includes application of skills and concepts at grade level: 

		Comments26 Material includes application of skills and concepts at grade level: 

		2 Meets27 Material makes it clear that student writing is a key task argument informative response to audience and purpose short focused research: 2

		1 Inadequate27 Material makes it clear that student writing is a key task argument informative response to audience and purpose short focused research: 

		Comments27 Material makes it clear that student writing is a key task argument informative response to audience and purpose short focused research: 

		2 Meets28 Content includes 21st Century skill development such as collaboration creative thinking and problem solving: 2

		1 Inadequate28 Content includes 21st Century skill development such as collaboration creative thinking and problem solving: 

		Comments28 Content includes 21st Century skill development such as collaboration creative thinking and problem solving: 

		Other_2: 

		2 MeetsOther_2: 

		1 InadequateOther_2: 

		CommentsOther_2: 

		2 MeetsTotal ELA Content Criteria: 22

		1 InadequateTotal ELA Content Criteria: 7

		CommentsTotal ELA Content Criteria: I love the selections and layout but we need more diversity and attention to the real.

		2 Meets29 Material reflects a variety of ways to differentiate instruction and model content to support all learners: 2

		1 Inadequate29 Material reflects a variety of ways to differentiate instruction and model content to support all learners: 

		Comments29 Material reflects a variety of ways to differentiate instruction and model content to support all learners: 

		2 Meets30 Material reflects sensitivity with regard to gender raceethnicity religion socio economic status intellectual and physical abilities: 

		1 Inadequate30 Material reflects sensitivity with regard to gender raceethnicity religion socio economic status intellectual and physical abilities: 1

		Comments30 Material reflects sensitivity with regard to gender raceethnicity religion socio economic status intellectual and physical abilities: 

		2 Meets31 Material includes access to a multilingual glossary: 

		1 Inadequate31 Material includes access to a multilingual glossary: 1

		Comments31 Material includes access to a multilingual glossary: 

		2 Meets32 Material provides resources for students with disabilities and English Language Learners aligned to grade level content: 2

		1 Inadequate32 Material provides resources for students with disabilities and English Language Learners aligned to grade level content: 

		Comments32 Material provides resources for students with disabilities and English Language Learners aligned to grade level content: 

		2 Meets33 Material is available for students with visual impairments via a NIMAS file on the NIMAC system: 

		1 Inadequate33 Material is available for students with visual impairments via a NIMAS file on the NIMAC system: 1

		Comments33 Material is available for students with visual impairments via a NIMAS file on the NIMAC system: 

		Other_3: 

		2 MeetsOther_3: 

		1 InadequateOther_3: 

		CommentsOther_3: 

		2 MeetsTotal Inclusion Criteria: 4

		1 InadequateTotal Inclusion Criteria: 3

		CommentsTotal Inclusion Criteria: 

		2 Meets34 Material content aligns to districtorganization curriculum: 2

		1 Inadequate34 Material content aligns to districtorganization curriculum: 

		Comments34 Material content aligns to districtorganization curriculum: 

		2 Meets35 Material content aligns with college and career readiness skills Nevada Academic Content Standards: 2

		1 Inadequate35 Material content aligns with college and career readiness skills Nevada Academic Content Standards: 

		Comments35 Material content aligns with college and career readiness skills Nevada Academic Content Standards: 

		2 Meets36 Material is a useful resource in preparing students to meet the requirements of the Nevada Academic Content Standards and statewide assessments: 2

		1 Inadequate36 Material is a useful resource in preparing students to meet the requirements of the Nevada Academic Content Standards and statewide assessments: 

		Comments36 Material is a useful resource in preparing students to meet the requirements of the Nevada Academic Content Standards and statewide assessments: 

		Other_4: 

		2 MeetsOther_4: 

		1 InadequateOther_4: 

		CommentsOther_4: 

		2 MeetsTotal Alignment Criteria: 6

		1 InadequateTotal Alignment Criteria: 

		CommentsTotal Alignment Criteria: 

		Total Score for ELA Textbook or Instructional Material: 61

		Title: Core Knowledge

		Author(s): 

		Publishers: Amplify

		Copyright Date: 

		Subject/Grade Level: 5

		Student ISBN: 

		Teacher Edition ISBN: 

		Other: 
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COMPONENT 1: TEXT COMPLEXITY

Assessing text complexity in the early grades begins in grade two. The guiding statements provided in this section will examine text
complexity in order to differentiate quality and richness among the texts—particularly anchor texts— WCSD is considering for
adoption. Anchor texts are materials designed to serve as the central unifying tool for the development of reading comprehension.
Reading materials, texts, and other materials in grade two need to create the conditions for rich and robust discussion and writing
for ALL students (struggling readers, students with identified academic disabilities, English Learners, students who are performing
at grade level, and advanced students). For student reading materials in grade two, refer to the Alignment Criteria for Foundational
Skills (4a — 4d of this document).

EVIDENCE

GUIDING STATEMENTS SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXT/MATERIALS RATING

CKLA has 2 instructional strands: The knowledge strand and the Skills Strand. Based

Literature and Informational Text on the premise that students cannot critically examine a text if they cannot decode its 4@4) extensive

C1la. The texts present rich and embedded relationships words. Meanwhile, if mental energy is devoted to decoding, it's difficult to

. simultaneously evaluate the meaning of the text. CKLA features decodable readers in
between and among characters, ideas, and concepts that the Skills Strand and complex Read-Alouds text in the Knoeldge Strand to address N
are conveyed through masterful style and structure. (See both.The program is based strongly on research that shows fluent decoding, a large O?’) sufficient
exemplars in CCSS, Appendix B.) p.37-62 vocab (including academic vocab), and broad knowledge are essential to reading

comprehension and literacy. Underlying philosophy that is that effective ELA

instruction meets students' needs best by heeding two essential findings from cognitive OZ) some
science: decoding and encoding use become automatic and fluent and broad

background knowledge and vocab are essential to comprehension. . Designed around

the 4 principals of instruction: Explicit inst. is necessary for automatic and effortless

decoding 2: Background knowledge is essential to strong comp. 3: Vocab learning is Ol) weak
most efficient when it's contextual iced, content-based and constant. 4: Good inst.

supports the connection between oral and written language. The Lexile levels range

from 430-660 for the Text that students read. Read alouds are 780-1660.

complete texts that contain rich content, ideas, and academic sequenced (knowledge strand), coherent, systematically ordered. Multiple @4) extensive

language worthy of close reading. (See exemplars in CCSS exposures to words and ideas at a level higher that what S can read on

A dix B their own. .
ppendix B.) Regular inst with complex text, strong exposure to academic voc, 03) sufficient

decodable student readers, read-aloud text with explicit structured,

teacher-led discussions. Read-Aloud text are organized around specific

content domains - Research shows S listening comp outpaces their Oz) some
reading comp in the early years the CKLA reading Aloud text is well above

the students' decoding ability, allowing students to hear rich content with

academic and domain vocabulary. Instruction around the Read Alouds Ol) weak
help S use text to exten their knowledge base (comprehension ), allows

them to hear complex syntax modeled regularly, and provides a strong

base for close reading and text-based responses.
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Clc.Thematerialsconsistentlyprovideopportunitiesto read ~ 1€xt do increase in complexity throughout the year. There are 9 @4) extensive
both literary and informational texts in the gradestwothrough  literary text and 12 informational text used throughout the 4

three-text complexity band, as well as texts that directly modules. All are within or above the 2-3 text complexity bands

address the Alignment Criteria for Foundational Skills (4a-4d  (read-alouds are generally above, while readers are within) 03) sufficient
of this document). Read-aloud texts should measure above

the grades two through threetextcomplexity band. p. 31

50% informational OZ) some
50% literary
Anchor Standards 1-10 Ol) weak
C1d. Materials provide strategies for grade-level content VOCab_ bUilq on with each module - for instance, in the beginning ‘@4) extensive
and academic vocabulary acquisition. domain Fairy Tales and Tall Tales has corresponding language,

foundational skills, knowledge/comprehension, speaking and OS) sufficient

listing and writing components that connect the content and

vocabulary. Each domain builds on the previous - for instance in

The Ancient Greek Civilization domain students learn about the OZ) some
beginning of democracy and rights - these ideas are woven

throughout in The War of 1812, Westward Expansion, The US

Civil War, Immigration and Fighting for a Cause. Ideas are Ol) weak
revisited and build upon throughout the entire year.

OVERALLRATING: @ 4)extensive evidence OS) sufficient evidence O 2) some evidence O 1) weak evidence

SUMMARY STATEMENT (Explain why the materials received this overall rating):
The overall rating is extensive because CKLA is cohesive and provides rich, complex text (both quantitative and qualitative) both in read
aloud and student readers that build vocabulary and knowledge across the ELA Standards: Speaking and Listening, Writing,
Comprehension, Foundational Skills. The program is based heavily on current research around building knowledge and building strong
foundational skills.
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COMPONENT 2: QUESTIONS AND TASKS

At least 80% of all questions in the submission are high-quality text-dependent and text-specific questions. The overwhelming
majority of these questions reference specific text and draw student attention to the text they are reading. Text-dependent questions
that address the grade two standards will be described in greater depth in Alignment Criterion II.

ALIGNMENT CRITERION|: RANGE AND QUALITY OF TEXTS

Materials must reflect a wide range of text types and genres, as required by the standards. In grade two, and across all other grade
levels, there should be ample texts on topics that can support sustained study. Knowledge and vocabulary built at one grade level
should be expanded in other grade levels. Topics should take into account individual student academic needs and interests in order
to foster independent reading. It is also imperative that the included topics and themes are compelling enough to read multiple
times and are aligned to district needs. Pay particular attention to the guidance provided in Appendix B of the Common Core State

Standards.

GUIDING STATEMENTS

Literature and Informational Text

1la.The range of materials, both print and digital,
allows teachers and students to explore content that
coherently and systematically builds knowledge and
vocabulary across subjects, themes, and topics. This
applies especially to texts readaloud by theteacher, which
should promote speaking andlistening about topics
under study in gradetwo. (See CCSS Appendix B for
examplesof grade-levelknowledge demands.) Text sets
alsoaddressa wide varietyof student interestsand are
likelytofoster independent reading.

1b. Textsets include a diverse range of high quality, culturally-
responsive and appropriate topics and themes. Textsfrom
diverse culturesreflectthe same high-quality featuresthat
are demanded of all texts.

Text sets are connected to content.

SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXT/MATERIALS

The range of materials intentionally builds students knowledge and vocab
throughout the domains. The domains are informational heavy content but do

provide poems, literary and non-fiction text that build knowledge of the content.

Vocab build on with each module - for instance, in the beginning domain Fairy
Tales and Tall Tales has corresponding language, foundational skills,
knowledge/comprehension, speaking and listing and writing components that
connect the content and vocabulary. Each domain builds on the previous - for
instance in The Ancient Greek Civilization domain students learn about the
beginning of democracy and rights - these ideas are woven throughout in The
War of 1812, Westward Expansion, The US Civil War, Immigration and
Fighting for a Cause. Ideas are revisited and build upon throughout the entire
year.

The text are divers and address topics and themes that are
culturally responsive (immigration, Fighting for a Cause, Human
Body: Building Blocks and Nutrition.

EVIDENCE
RATING

) extensive

(O3) sufficient
Oz) some
Ol) weak
(@) extensive
(O3) sufficient
Oz) some
Ol) weak
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GUIDING STATEMENTS

1c. Materials include arich and diverse sampling of literary
texts including, but not limited to:

* Stories, poems, andsongs

* Fables andfolktales
» Multiple versions of the same story by different authors or
from differentcultures

1d.The range of informational texts include selections
that:

* Present historical events

» Present scientific ideas or concepts

Describe technical procedures

» Contain relevantvisual representations of information

Contain at least two texts on the same topic

 Containvarious textfeatures such as glossaries, indexes,
and icons

le. Student reading materials contain a range of
increasingly challenging selections that allow teachers to
build students’ ability to comprehend complex text and
expand vocabulary throughout the school year.

EVIDENCE

SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXT/MATERIALS RATING

The materials do include a wide range of texts: stories, poems, a whole @4) extensive
domain on Fairy Tales and Tall Tales. CKLA promotes diversity - S

become familiar with civilizations from around the world, and learn that o
people from everywhere have made many important contribution. A 03) sufficient
diverse array of subjects, cultures, genres, authors and time periods.S

study experiences of African Americans, Latinos, Native Americans and

others. They learn about people who have advocated change such as in OZ) some
Fighting for a Cause and individual text such as experts from My story by

Rosa Parks. Texts represent a wide range of student interest and

perspectives. Ol) weak

The range of information text builds is sequenced and systematic, building 4@4) extensive
knowledge throughout the year. For example historical events are tied

together throughout the domains - The Ancient Greek Civilizations and the

birth of democracy thread runs all the way through Immigration and Fighting 03) sufficient
for a Cause (7 important people in America who fought for civil rights such as

the right to vote and the right to be free from discrimination and human rights

- Susan B. Anthony, Eleanor Roosevelt, MAry McLeod Bethune, Jackie OZ) some
Robinson, Rosa Parks, President Lincoln, Martin Luther King, Jr. James

Madison, The Constitution and the Bill of Rights, our national anthem, The

Star Spangle Banner - why it's our national anthem and how that came to be. Ol) weak

See above...continued. @4) extensive
Domain 11 is Immigration - students learn about some of the

pivotal years in US immigration history - some people that 03) sufficient
immigrated to American, the reasons why and our US national

motto, e pluribus unum (out of many, one). They learn about the

Statue of Liberty. In Domain 6 S learn about what life was like in OZ) some
the North and South before the US Civil War, the armies of the

Union and Confedearacy an the general who led those armies. Ol) weak

Thav laarn ahniit tha Fmanecinatinn Prarlamatinn Cllara Rartnn

OVERALLRATING: @4) extensive evidence O 3) sufficient evidence OZ) some evidence O 1) weak evidence

SUMMARY STATEMENT (Explain why the materials received this overall rating):
The program places a strong emphasis on building a coherent body of knowledge that builds within and across the grade level. The information is
provided primarily through stories in read-alouds and rich discussions and Document Based Question responses and close reading strategies.
Colorful images with maps provide strong visuals to support building knowledge. Vocabulary is built upon and revisited thgoutout the domains and

d all through the year.
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ALIGNMENT CRITERION Il. QUESTIONS AND TASKS SUPPORT STUDENT LEARNING

Questions posed to students in the materials under review should support student learning in building reading comprehension, in
finding and producing the textual evidence to support responses, and in developing grade-level academic language. Texts for grade
two students must include text-dependent questions that require the use of higher order thinking skills. There should be a range of
guestions that require students to attend to the author’s language as his/her vehicle for conveying meaning, as well as to support
specific inferences with explicit details from the text. Most questions should require that the student refer to the text in several places
in order to devise an answer—rather than asking only literal, “right there” types of questions (CCSS).

GUIDING STATEMENTS

Literature and Informational Text

2a. Key Ideas and Details. Questions and tasks require

students to explicitly attend to the text, including, but

not limited to:

« Asking and answering questions about who, what, where,
when, and why

* Recounting stories and demonstrating an understanding of
their centralideas, message, or lessons

» Describing how characters respond to major events and
challenges

« Identifying the maintopic of multi-paragraph informational
texts as well as the focus of specific paragraphs

» Making connections between historical events, scientific
ideas, and technical procedures presented ina
text

EVIDENCE
SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXT/MATERIALS RATING
Questions are: literal, inferential ( and evaluative (what)The program 4) extensive

explicitly provides instruction and require students to attend to the text.

Strong DBQ (Document BAsed Questions) are throughout both during

the discussion - in The War of 1812 S are asked to: describe how the O 3) sufficient
War of 1812 was considered a second war for independence. Explain

that the Battle of New Orleans actually took place after the Ware of

1812 was over (why did this happen?). Identify Dolley Payne Todd as OZ) some
James Madison's wife and explain that she was the first to be called

the First Lady. Explain how the British attacked, but were unable to

capture Ft. McHenry. O 1) weak

IN the domain, The Human Body, students are asked to provide text
evidence to: explain what the digestive system does, and what some
of the organs in the digestive system do. Explain what the excretory
system does. What should you eat to keep a well-balanced diet.

Questions are ongoing throughout the read aloud, during writing,
foundational skills, etc. For example in the domain Insects students
are asked questions about the meaning of solitary and social then
encouraged to ask their own questions about the meaning of these
words. They are then encouraged to build on what the previous
students said abou the meanings of solitary and social. There is a lot
of check for understanding throughout the read alouds. For example in
Insects: Tell me if I'm describing social or solitary behavior - "A
butterfly living it's life alone (That is solitary). An army ant working with
othe army ants to bring food back to the group (that is social)

Students are asked to apply their knowledge through the writing,
research.
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EVIDENCE

GUIDING STATEMENTS SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXT/MATERIALS RATING
2b CraftandStructure_ Questions and tasks require Students StudentS are aSked abOUt mu|t|p|e mean|ng WOI‘dS, dlf:erent @4) extensive
to explicitly attend tothe text, including, butnotlimitedto: ~ characters points of view, time lines, sayings such as "woke up
* Describing how words and phrases supply rhythm and on the yvrong side of bed", bgsy as a bee, .Stuedents creatg O 3) sufficient

Plant Life Cycle Enclyclopedias, CVenn Diagras and there is a

meaning to stories, poems, and songs
» Describing the overall structure of a story
Acknowledgingthe differencesin characters’ points of view
 Determining the meaning of words and phrases in grade

two reading selections
Identifying the main purpose of an informational text O 1) weak
Recognizing and using various text features (such as
headings and glossaries)to locate information

Riddles for Core Content in each section that reviews the core
content: | am a sequence of events that repeats over and over O 2) some
again in the same order, what am | (a cycle).

2c. Integration ofKnowledge andldeas. Questions andtasks Students compare and Contr_aSt the fables in domain 1 Fairy @4) extensive

that accompany the text require students to explicitly attend ~ Tales and Fables, They continue to compare and contrast

to the text, including, but not limited to: Cesare Chavez and Martin Luther King in Immigration. The flip O 3) sufficient
books/flip charts contain vivid images that allow rich discussions

* Using illustrations and words to access information,

explaining how specific images contribute to understanding about the content.

* Describing the reasons authors use to support specific O 2) some
points in atext

» Comparing and contrasting important points from
two textsonthesametopic, ortwoversionsofthesame O 1) weak
story

OVERALLRATING: @4)extensive evidence OS)sufficient evidence OZ) some evidence Ol)vveak evidence

SUMMARY STATEMENT (Explain why the materials received this overall rating):
The range of questions are varied: literal, inferential, evaluative - all requiring students to attend to the text. Questions begin with
Explain, Describe, Identify Summarize. They make posters, time lines, enclopedias, dictionaries, Venn diagrams to demonstrate their
connection between the text and knowledge gained. Vocab work is integrated throughout and also explicitly addressed in the language
studio and word work.
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ALIGNMENT CRITERIONIII. WRITINGTOSOURCESANDRESEARCH

The writing standards for each grade level highlight distinctive expectations about student writing. For details on grade-level writing
expectations and writing exemplars for grade two, see the Common Core State Standards for English Language Arts and Literacy.
The metrics below show key characteristics to look for in your review of materials.

GUIDING STATEMENTS

3a. Writing assignments are explicitly connected to what
Students are reading, and materials are organized to
elicit responses to sources in age-appropriate ways. This
might include activities such as dictation or making
pictures to express thoughts in addition to writing, with
support from the teacher.

3b. Text-dependent questions generally create the foundation
for students to address culminating writing tasks,
including:

» Opinionwriting, inwhich students state an opinion and
supply reasonsthat supportthe opinion, using linking
words to connect opinion and reasons

* Informative/explanatory writing, in which students
introduce atopic and use facts and definitions to develop
points

* Narrative writing, inwhich studentsrecountevents with
details to describe actions, thoughts, and feelings

3c. Reading materials can serve as models to explore writer's
craft and support student production of grade-level opinion,
informational, and narrative writing.

SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXT/MATERIALS

There are 7 units of writing: Introducing Narraative Writing, Developing Narrative Writing,
Introducing Opoinion Writing, Developing Opinion Writing, Indturoducing Informative Writing,
Developing Informative Writing and Purposeful Writing. The purposeful writing connects to the
content. For example in Lesosn 1, the focus of the lesson is students describe how they would
write about Susan B Anthony, Eleanor Roosevlt, Mary McLeod Bethune or Jackie Robinson.
Students also describe how they would write about an American who fought for a cause as part of
the Formative Assessment activity (p. 271). In Unit 1 students are writing narratives about a hero
which ties to the content of Folk Tales. Students also impose a diary entry by Dolley Madison again
tying to the content. The introducing Opinion Writing has student collect information about ten
object they would like to take if they were moving west. The writing prompt is: Imagine that your
family is moving west and packing up like the pioneers. Write about which insect body part they
would most like to have and why (use of text evidence to support their opinion). In Unit 5 Students
gather and records facts about Harriet Tubmanb - which goes right along with the content.

See above. Students write during the domain lessons and a
culminating writing task at the end as well. All types of writing
are addressed per CCSS: opinion, informative, narrative.

EVIDENCE
RATING

@4) extensive
O 3) sufficient
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GUIDING STATEMENTS SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXT/MATERIALS SYIBEGE

RATING
3d. Materialsinclude explicit supporttoteachers, either See above. Each lesson has explicit directions to teachers that @4) extensive
intheteacher’sedition or classroom materials, for writing supports W_riting i!’\struction. The topics are connected to the _
instruction linkedtothe grade two writing standards, content which build students knowledge and demonstrates their 03) sufficient
including: knowledge.

» Focusing on a topic and strengthening writing as needed
by revising and editing O 2) some

* Using avariety of digital tools to produce and publish
writing, including in collaboration with peers

O 1) weak

3e.Materials provide opportunities and resources There are many opportunities for research projects in each @4) extensive
for students to participate in shared researchand Pomaln. S:peakmg and Ilstenlng. skills are also heavily
writing projects, including: integrated in these research assignments. O 3) sufficient

» Recalling information from experiences
» Gathering information from provided sources

O 2) some
O 1) weak

OVERALLRATING: @4)extensive evidence O 3) sufficient evidence O 2) some evidence Ol) weak evidence

SUMMARY STATEMENT (Explain why the materials received this overall rating):
The Program Guide for the Writing Studio which, along with the Teacher Guide contains ample support to teachers as they implement writing instruction.
There is a Program Overview, Pacing Guide, Teacher Resources, Projectable versions of instructional materials, CCSS writing rubrics for each CCSS text
type, black line masters of student activity pages. Each lesson contains citations for CCSS Alignments. All 7 of the Writing Studio units align to the ELA
Domains: Greek Myths, The Ware of 1812, Westward Expansion, Insects, The US Civil Ware, Immigration, and Fighting for a Cause. The writing Studio
builds on students content knowledge to further develop their writing abilities. This expands what is already in the CKLAs ELA writing instruction, offering
additional opportunities aligned to CCSS. The activities highlight what students have learned from content domains and prepares them for the authentic
writing with real-world context they will experience in upper grades. In Grade 2 students do a deep dive into each text type and build a thorough
understanding of each kind of writing.
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ALIGNMENT CRITERION IV: FOUNDATIONAL SKILLS

Effective foundational skills instruction in grade two includes explicit and systematic lessons and diagnostic support in concepts of
print, the alphabetic principle, phonics, phonological awareness, vocabulary development and word recognition, syntax, and reading
fluency. Students must be able to recognize and pronounce words fluently in order to focus on the major goal of reading, which is
comprehension. Building these foundational skills must be contextualized within the materials.

EVIDENCE

GUIDING STATEMENTS SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXT/MATERIALS RATING

grade two Strand readers are fully decodable grade-level text consisting of "
O 3) sufficient

Reading Standards for Foundational Skills, including phonics,  Words using the specific letter sound correspondences that students
phonologicalawareness, letterrecognition, wordrecognition, Nave already learned.

and reading fluency in a research-based and transparent Ski , , , . O 2) some
progression.(Refer to CCSS, Appendix A for the ills Stra_nd based on reading rgsearch W|th emphasis on th? findings
research detailing the advancement of foundational of the National Reading Panel, Diane McGuinness, Marilyn Jager
reading skills.) Adams, and Louisa Moats. Approach is based on 3 guiding principals:
1. Phonics is a more effective way to teach decoding than "whole O 1) weak

Language" or whole word methods.

2. Synthetic phonics, or linguistic phonics, in which instruction is
oriented from sound to letter, is an essentially powerful way to teach
phonics.

3. Repeated oral reading is a proven method of improving fluency.

4b.Materialsinclude avarietyof opportunitiesthatallow The decodable texts are engaging chapter books that provide @4) extensive

for systematic and frequent practice of all instruction for code practice, fluency, comprehension and
foundational skills through such features as engaging texts, vocabulary development.Students participate in a variety of O 3) suffici

. . . N . ) sufficient
games, digital materials, etc. different forms of shared reading: demonstrations, whole or

small group, partner reading and a text-based discussion follows
each text selection along with text dependent comprehension O 2) some
questions.

O 1) weak

ELA/LITERACY GRADE-LEVEL INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS EVALUATION TOOL: QUALITY REVIEW GRADE 2 10
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EVIDENCE

GUIDING STATEMENTS SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXT/MATERIALS RATING
4c. Materials provide regular practice in encoding (spelling) CKLA HS daily Skills lessons that teaph reading and writing in @4) extensive
and decoding (reading) the sound symbol relationships tandem. These lesson support learning related to phonemic
of English. awareness, sound/letter patters, decoding (both in explicit O 3) sufficient

lessons and with engaging decodable texts), writing mechanics,
and writing structure and processes. Student readers introduce
authentic yet decodable stories. O 2) some

O 1) weak

4d. Materials guide studentsinreading grade-leveltextswith ~ The components include: Skills Teacher Gujide, Student activity @4) extensive
purpose and understanding, making frequent connections  books, take home coopers of the Student readers, Student
Between the acquisition of foundational skills and access REaders (actual,bound decodable books), Big Books, blending O 3) sufficient

to the meaning of texts (including a set of text-dependent picture cards, sound poster cards, student chaining folders, etc.
or text-specific questions to check for understanding).

O 2) some
O 1) weak

OVERALLRATING: @ 4)extensive evidence OS) sufficient evidence OZ) some evidence Ol) weak evidence

SUMMARY STATEMENT (Explain why the materials received this overall rating):
One of the strongest Foundation Skills components of all the materials reviewed. FS is an overlooked and often untaught standard
which has contributed to the literacy gap. Students can't comprehend complex text in upper grades if they don't have strong
foundational skills. This is a non-negotiable and should be an internal part of any literacy program selected. CKLA provides systemati
sequenced, FS instruction both grade level and vertically with ample opportunities to practice decoding and encoding. They use
decodables a critical component to any FS instruction. Students must have ample practice reading the sound/letter patterns in
authentic text which the decodables provide. They also need ample practice writing the sound letter patterns and practicing reading
fluently with these texts. Research shows that this systematic, explicit phonics approach is effective over whole language approach.

C,

ELA/LITERACY GRADE-LEVEL INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS EVALUATION TOOL: QUALITY REVIEW GRADE 2
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ALIGNMENT CRITERION V: LANGUAGE

The Common Core State Standards for language focus on ensuring that students gain adequate mastery of a range of language skills
and applications. Students are expected to meet each year’s grade-specific standards and retain or further develop skills, vocabulary,
and knowledge gained in preceding grades (CCSS).

GUIDING STATEMENTS SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXT/MATERIALS EI\?/I,E'EII\II\ICCE
Conventions of Standard English Every lesson in CKLA domains have a Language objective along @4) extensive

with a Speaking and Listening and REaidng. The Domain's

Core Vocabulary for the domain is listed with a beak down for O 3) sufficient

contextualized approach in daily instruction. Materials each lesson: Worq Work based on vocg b from the read-aloud

andtasksingradetwo are designedto help build student and. decodables - includes vocab, multiple meaning words,

understanding and use of: sayings and phrases, parts of speech, Punctuation, etc. The O 2) some
writing component also contains language mastery skills and the

opportunity to deomonstrate mastery.

5a.There is evidence that grade-level grammar and
conventions are addressed using an integrated and

* Nouns(including collective and irregular plural nouns)
» Reflexive pronouns

A ( ) 1) weak
» The past tense of frequently occurring irregular verbs . . . . .
. Adjer():tives andadvercllg Y OECHITING HTEGLiarv The Alignment Document in the Amplify Binder provides CCSS

« Complete simple and compound sentences Language Alignment information for each Domain. For Example:

« Commas in greetings and closings L.2.1. - Demonstrate command of the f:pnventions qf stgndgrd
« Apostrophestoform contractions and possessives _Engllsh grammar an_d usage when writing or speaking is evident
« Correct spelling, applying knowledge of spelling patternsin  in all of the Foundational Skills Lessons and All 12 of the ELA
writing words Domains. The guide contains the specific break down such as
« Capitalization of holidays and other proper nouns L.2.1e - use adjectives and adverbs: Skills lesson 1,3,4,5,6 and
« Reference materials such as beginning dictionariestocheck ~ ELA Lesson 4, 8, and 10.
spellings

Vocab Acquisition and Use L.2.4 is evident in every Skills and
ELA lesson. (P. 37 binder).

Knowledge of Language Word work has opportunities for multiple meaning words. 04) extensive

5b. The materials support instruction on comparing formal
and informal uses of English. @ 3) sufficient

O 2) some
O 1) weak
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GUIDING STATEMENTS

Vocabulary Acquisition and Use

5c.Thematerials provide context,support,and strategies

for developing vocabulary acquisition skills, including:

 Using sentence-levelcontext clues to unlock the
meaning of words

* Usingprefixes and rootsascluestothe meaning of
words

* Using knowledge of the meaning of individual words to
predict the meaning of compound words

+ Consulting glossaries or beginning dictionaries to
determine the meaning of words

Vocabulary Acquisition and Use

5d. The materials provide embedded opportunities for
studentsto encounterand developanunderstanding
of word relationships and nuances inword
meanings.

OVERALLRATING:

EVIDENCE

SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXT/MATERIALS RATING

Extensive word work to build vocabulary and use words to unlock @4) extensive
meaning of sentences and word parts to unlock meanings of words.

The a acquisition of language and vocabulary is done in context, not

isolotation. Each Language Studio lesson includes a summary of the 03) sufficient
linguistic complexity, language forms, and conventions, and tiered

vocab usage addressed in the lesson. Explicit vocab building exercises

are in each lesson and are connected to the content of the ELA lesson. 2) some
For examples, lesson 6 The excretory system's vocab review word is
"excrete". The students are asked to repeat the word excrete 3 times,
provided with the definition, given an example and then asked a series
of questions "When to you excrete sweat? When do you excrete
urine? Do you think it's important that your body extremes sweat and
urine - try to use the word excrete when you answer.

1) weak

@4) extensive
(O3 sufficient
@ 2) some
(O1) weak

Domain specific words, Tier 3 words for excrete (for exampleO:
bladder, excretory system, kidney sweat, Tier 2: excrete, waste,
Tier 1: to get rid of. Visual supports are provided along with
embedded supports that focus on developing language
proficiency and content knowledge during instruction. Vocab is
not isolated but integrated. There are supports provided to the
teacher in the sidebars that address: Entering/Emerging,
Trainsitioning/Expanding, and Bridging levels of language
acquisition.

@ 4)extensive evidence OS) sufficient evidence O 2) some evidence O 1) weak evidence

SUMMARY STATEMENT (Explain why the materials received this overall rating):

ELA/LITERACY GRADE-LEVEL INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS EVALUATION TOOL: QUALITY REVIEW GRADE 2
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ALIGNMENT CRITERIONVI: SPEAKINGAND LISTENING

To be CCSS-aligned, speaking and listening must be integrated into lessons, items, and tasks. These must reflect a progression of
communication skills required for eventual college- and career-readiness. If grade two students are able to listen to others, discuss
what they are learning, and voice their own confusion or misunderstandings, their learning becomes deeper and more meaningful.
They are exposed, at this level, to points of view that may differ from their own, and they learn how to agree and disagree, express
their own thoughts using grade-level vocabulary, and ask questions when they don’t understand or need more clarification.

GUIDING STATEMENTS

6a.Comprehension and Collaboration. Materials
provide an embedded/integrated language framework
that guides student participation in academic
conversations, including the ability to:

» Agree onrules for discussion

* Link ideas to the remarks of others

» Recount key details from texts

» Askand answer questions to deepen understanding

» Use words and phrases acquired through conversations,
reading and being readto,and responding to
texts

6b.Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas. Materials include
tasks that promote oral responses in a range of
collaborative discussions, and support students with:

* Tellingastoryorrecountingan experience with

relevant facts and details
* Creatingaudiorecordings orvisual displaysto add details
» Speaking in complete, coherent sentences

EVIDENCE

SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXT/MATERIALS RATING

Speaking and Listening standards are addressed throughout @4) extensive
each lesson. Through the the REad-Alouds students are asked
questions, led in discussions whole group, with partner, etc. O 3) sufficient

Speaking and Listening Standards SL.2.1(Comprehension and
Collaboration) are evident in Skills lesson 1,2,3,4 and all ELA O 2) some
Lessons. Presentation and Knowledge of Ideas (SL.2.4) is

evident in all ELA Lessons and 4 out of the 6 Skills.

Conventions of Standard English (L.2.1) is evident in all Skills O 1) weak
and all ELA Lessons

See Above @4) extensive

O 3) sufficient

O 2) some
O 1) weak

OVERALLRATING: 7@ 4)extensive evidence O 3) sufficient evidence OZ) some evidence O 1) weak evidence

SUMMARY STATEMENT (Explain why the materials received this overall rating):
CKLA's Speaking and Listening Component is woven into every lesson, embedded in authentic text and tasks. There is a
cohesiveness to the instruction - it is not isolated but highlighted within the text in an intentional, systematic manner.

ELA/LITERACY GRADE-LEVEL INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS EVALUATION TOOL: QUALITY REVIEW GRADE 2
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ALIGNMENT CRITERION VII: SCAFFOLDING AND SUPPORTS

While scaffolds are not a part of the standards themselves, it is important to support teachers in meeting the needs of the range of
students in their classrooms. In order to meet the reading, speaking, and writing needs of all grade two students, the materials must
include supports for students to apply concepts of print, phonics, vocabulary development, syntax, and fluency in comprehending
texts. Supports and scaffolds should draw students back to the text and provide strategies for vocabulary acquisition. All scaffolding
and support requires ongoing formal and informal assessments that provide multiple opportunities for students to demonstrate their

proficiency and inform instruction.

Scaffolding is not just intended for struggling students, but also for students who are ready for above grade-level work. As text
complexity increases and tasks get increasingly challenging, the need for appropriate scaffolds for above grade-level access is

equally important.

GUIDING STATEMENTS

7a. The texts promote differentiated instruction and
instructional conversations about text to support student
learning of:

» Academic language
e Linguistic frames
* Repeated grammatical structures and language

7b. The materials include student supports such as:
» Multiple digital and media versions of texts
lllustrations

Graphs andcharts

Maps and photographs

Visual cues/notes that draw attention to words in
the text thatsignalsequenceoroffercluestomeaning
(suchas where, when, and how key events occur)

EVIDENCE
SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXT/MATERIALS RATING
All ELA lessons have sidebars for various levels of support so that all @4) extensive

students can access the complex text of the read alouds and the grade

level bands of decodable text. EL benefit from CKLAS sound-first

approach and let's them focus first on the sounds in words then on how O 3) sufficient
the English alphabet represents that sound. Explicit grammar lessons

are also a feature of the Skills Strand which makes the materials

accessible for all learners including ELs. The vocabulary work, multiple O 2) some
meaning work, guided listening supports, and text exposure are

examples of embedded supports.Access supports, found in the Teacher

Guide sidebars of both strands provide specific EL support at the point of

use in core instruction that address 3 ELD proficiency levels - Entering/ O 1) weak
Emerging, Transitions/Expanding, and Bridging.

The materials are diverse with big books, flip charts, graphs, etc. (@)% extensive
to support all learners
O 3) sufficient

O 2) some
O 1) weak
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GUIDING STATEMENTS

7c. The materialsaredesignedto support teacher
instruction by use of:

« Explicit instructional directions accompanied by materials
that are clearly aligned to stated goals and objectives
that build student abilityto read and comprehendgrade-
level text

» Strategies to gradually increase difficulty as students’ skills
strengthen

» Strategiesto supportstudentacquisitionof
knowledge supporting specific common core
standards

+ Clear and detailed teacher directions and guidance
for introducing new concepts and skills

» Clear guidance for documenting student progress
toward meeting grade-level standards

7d.Thematerials provide support forstudentswith
varying learning stylesand modalities (i.e.,thereare
provisions for print, digital, and other multimedia sources
forinformation attainment).

7e. The materials include developmentally appropriate
materials and instructional sequences specifically designed
for students in the primary grades (such as role-play, songs,
games, etc.).

SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXT/MATERIALS EVIDER L=

RATING
The Teacher Guide is clear with explicit teacher directions/ @4) extensive
moves to support instructiop..Research based pest practices
m:gus;:]egﬁ?tlﬁz éﬁg :s chaining, repeated reading, etc are 03) sufficient
Differentiation and Intervention material are also available for OZ) some

struggling learnings through the the Support Sidebars embedded

and the "Additinional Support" section followed by each lesson.

Pausing po9int provide additional time and activities for re- Ol) weak
teaching , remediation and practice. The Assessment and

Remediation Guide and Decoding and Encoding Remediation

guide both are available online and provide additional lessons

and activities that meets different levels of support for students.

OA) extensive
(®)3) sufficient
(O2) some
O1) weak

The materials are developmentally appropriate. Chants are 04) extensive
scattered throughout the lessons/Domains, games such as

rhyming, sound motion moves, and many other 2nd grade 03) sufficient
appropriate games like Wiggle are embedded in the instruction.

OZ) some
O 1) weak

ELA/LITERACY GRADE-LEVEL INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS EVALUATION TOOL: QUALITY REVIEW GRADE 2

16





GUIDING STATEMENTS

7f. The materials include assessments along with:

OVERALLRATING: @ 4)extensive evidence OS) sufficient evidence OZ) some evidence

Suggestions for next steps to address a spectrum of
performancelevels and needs based onassessmentresults
Opportunities for students to demonstrate their expertise
through the use of performance tasks

Pieces ofchallenging and complete textthatcan be
used to assessstudentunderstandingand next
instructional steps

Reading selections and questions that progressin a logical
sequence for gradual release?

Enrichmenttasksfor students who are ontarget for
meeting grade-level expectations

Steps to take when evidence suggests that students

are starting to fall behind

EVIDENCE
RATING

4) extensive

O 3) sufficient
. _ O 2) some

Assessments include both formal and informal assessments.

Beginning, Middle and End of the year assessments are

administered to all students.There are summative assessments O 1) weak

that include spelling, word recognition, comprehension and

fluency, etc.

SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXT/MATERIALS

Both remediation and Differentiaition for advance learners are
provided. Challenge sidebar supports in each lesson offer in the
moment strategies for advanced work. Materials highlight
enrichment texts for students who are ready for additional rigor.
Advanced students will also benefit from AMplify's Digital Library.

Each CKLA lesson is organized around a primary focus
objectives that specifically what students should know and be
able to do by the end of the lesson. Each lesson contains
multiple formative assessment opportunities allowing students to
demonstrate learning success of that day's instruction. Lessons
contain check for understanding.

Ol) weak evidence

SUMMARY STATEMENT (Explain why the materials received this overall rating):

1 Gradual release: scaffolding of instruction so that students develop the ability to read and complete tasks and assignments independently and proficiently.

ELA/LITERACY GRADE-LEVEL INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS EVALUATION TOOL: QUALITY REVIEW GRADE 2
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Textbook and Instructional Material Evaluation Rubric Form-
English Language Arts

Instructional materials are designed for use by students and teachers as a learning resource for students to acquire
essential knowledge, skills, abilities, and dispositions. This includes print and non-print materials, including
comprehensive/core textbooks, supplemental materials, Web-based and electronic textbooks, and assessments.

Title: Core Knowledge Author(s): Amplify EducatioPublisher(s): Amplify
Copyright Date: 2018 Subject/Grade Level: .. 4o o

Student ISBN: 97¢_1_6g161-158-7
Teacher Edition ISBN:

Instructions: Use the tables below to determine if the Textbook or Instructional material meets each criteria.

Organization
Criteria 2 1 C
Meets | Inadequate omments
1. Material provides a useful table of
contents, glossary, supplemental pages, and X
index.

2. Layout is consistent; chapters/units are
arranged logically; and allow access through X
multiple modalities.

3. Teacher edition contains interesting
introductions and a list of prerequisites skills X
for each chapter.

4. Material contains examples, explanations, X CKLA Unit Level Standards ALignment

and/or online resources to the depth and D 1in bind
breadth of the Nevada Academic Content ocuments p. 31 in binder.

Standards.

5. Information is accurate, current, and
research-based.

Strong research supports knowledge building and strong foundational skills instruction. Based on the National Reading Pa

6. Focus of academic and domain specific
vocabulary is prevalent throughout reading,
writing, listening, and speaking.

7. Size and format of print is appropriate.

9. Material provides Smarter Balanced
assessment type questions and/or
performance-based tasks.

10. Electronic and interactive format

X
8. Format is visually appealing & interesting. X

available.
Other:
Total Organization: X
English Language Arts Content
1
Nevada Department of Education July 2, 2013 Textbook and Instructional Material Adoption Form
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e Eiiidon

TIM-01 ELA





Criteria

Meets

1
Inadequate

Comments

11. Materials focus on the knowledge, skills, and
abilities (KSASs) appropriate to the grade level.

12. Material demonstrates coherence and rigor of
KSAs appropriate to grade level.

Intentional sequence of knowledge building along with systematic, sequenced Foundational SKills Ir

13. Real-world applications are relevant to the
students.

14. Information and directions are clearly written and
explained.

15. Tasks are aligned to the anchor standards of the
Nevada Academic Content Standards.

16. Non-text content (maps, graphs, pictures, etc.) are
accurate, authentic, and well integrated into the
instructional material.

17. Lessons/tasks are interdisciplinary when
appropriate.

18. Tasks apply to the diversity of students and their
abilities, interests, and learning styles.

19. Questions and tasks encourage the development
and application of higher-level thinking skills.

20. Teacher edition includes questioning strategies
and/or questions to check for understanding at all
Depth of Knowledge (DOK) levels.

21. Teacher edition includes formative
assessment/evaluation tools and processes.

22. Material adheres to the text complexity at each
grade level outlined by the Nevada Academic Content
Standards.

Read Alouds are 2-3 grade levels higher to accommodate listening comprehension abilities. Decod

23. Material provides access to or demonstrates
concepts in multiple ways, allowing for a variety of
student responses.

24. Tasks have a purpose, aligned to a skill or concept
at grade level.

25. Range and quality of text at each grade level is
addressed with a well-balanced representation of
literary and informational texts.

26. Material includes application of skills and
concepts at grade level.

27. Material makes it clear that student writing is a
key task (argument, informative, response to audience
and purpose, short focused research).

28. Content includes 21 Century skill development
such as collaboration, creative thinking, and problem

DX XX XX XXX XXX X | DX [ XXX |[X|X

solving.
Other:
Total ELA Content Criteria: X
Inclusion
Nevada Department of Education July 2, 2013 Textbook and Instructional Material Adoption Form
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Criteria

2 1

Meets | Inadequate

Comments

29. Material reflects a variety of ways to
differentiate instruction and model content to
support all learners.

Lots of embedded differentiation and enrichment along with separate intervention instruction.

30. Material reflects sensitivity with regard
to gender, race/ethnicity, religion, socio-
economic status, intellectual, and physical
abilities.

31. Material includes access to a multilingual
glossary.

32. Material provides resources for students
with disabilities and English Language
Learners aligned to grade level content.

33. Material is available for students with
visual impairments via a NIMAS file on the
NIMAC system.

Did not find

Other:
Total Inclusion Criteria: X
Alignment
Criteria 2 1
Meets | Inadequate Comments

34. Material content aligns to
district/organization curriculum.

Highly aligned to ELA Shifts and our NVACS

35. Material content aligns with college and | y
career readiness skills (Nevada Academic
Content Standards).

36. Material is a useful resource in preparing X

students to meet the requirements of the
Nevada Academic Content Standards and
statewide assessments.

Other:

Total Alignment Criteria:

Total Score for ELA Textbook or Instructional Material: Meets

Nevada Department of Education

N
S oo

July 2, 2013

Textbook and Instructional Material Adoption Form
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COMPONENT 1: TEXT COMPLEXITY

Assessing text complexity in the early grades begins in grade two. The guiding statements provided in this section will examine text
complexity in order to differentiate quality and richness among the texts—particularly anchor texts— WCSD is considering for
adoption. Anchor texts are materials designed to serve as the central unifying tool for the development of reading comprehension.
Reading materials, texts, and other materials in grade two need to create the conditions for rich and robust discussion and writing
for ALL students (struggling readers, students with identified academic disabilities, English Learners, students who are performing
at grade level, and advanced students). For student reading materials in grade two, refer to the Alignment Criteria for Foundational

Skills (4a — 4d of this document).
GUIDING STATEMENTS SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXT/MATERIALS

Literature and Informational Text

Cla. The texts present rich and embedded relationships
between and among characters, ideas, and concepts that
are conveyed through masterful style and structure. (See
exemplars in CCSS, Appendix B.) p.37-62

C1b. The materials consistentlyinclude short, challenging,and ~ NO close reading found.
complete texts that contain rich content, ideas, and academic

language worthy of close reading. (See exemplars in CCSS,

Appendix B.)

EVIDENCE
RATING

OA) extensive

ELA/LITERACY GRADE-LEVEL INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS EVALUATION TOOL: QUALITY REVIEW GRADE 2
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Clc.Thematerialsconsistentlyprovideopportunitiesto read
both literary and informational texts in the grades two through
three-text complexity band, as well as texts that directly
address the Alignment Criteria for Foundational Skills (4a-4d
of this document). Read-aloud texts should measure above
the grades two through three-textcomplexity band. p. 31

50% informational
50% literary
Anchor Standards 1-10

C1d. Materials provide strategies for grade-level content
and academic vocabulary acquisition.

OVERALLRATING: O 4)extensive evidence 03) sufficient evidence O 2) some evidence O 1) weak evidence

This program is mostly listening. Kids aren't reading enough.

SUMMARY STATEMENT (Explain why the materials received this overall rating):
Students are not READING quality literature or non-fiction. Most comprehension work is based on listening. The small amount of

reading they do is a decodable & a workbook with unrelated passages with mostly multiple choice answers. There is

Program does include flipbooks, image cards, timeline cards, workbook that matches what kids LISTEN to being read.

04) extensive
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COMPONENT 2: QUESTIONS AND TASKS

At least 80% of all questions in the submission are high-quality text-dependent and text-specific questions. The overwhelming
majority of these questions reference specific text and draw student attention to the text they are reading. Text-dependent questions

that address the grade two standards will be described in greater depth in Alignment Criterion II.

ALIGNMENT CRITERION|: RANGE AND QUALITY OF TEXTS

Materials must reflect a wide range of text types and genres, as required by the standards. In grade two, and across all other grade
levels, there should be ample texts on topics that can support sustained study. Knowledge and vocabulary built at one grade level
should be expanded in other grade levels. Topics should take into account individual student academic needs and interests in order
to foster independent reading. It is also imperative that the included topics and themes are compelling enough to read multiple
times and are aligned to district needs. Pay particular attention to the guidance provided in Appendix B of the Common Core State

Standards.
EVIDENCE
GUIDING STATEMENTS SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXT/MATERIALS eI
Liersinie aid [armarfeme] e The knowledge & vocab is extensive, but THERE ARE NO TEXT (()?) extensive

: o
1la.The range of materials, both print and digital, SETS for independent reading!

allows teachers and students to explore content that
coherently and systematically builds knowledge and
vocabulary across subjects, themes, and topics. This
applies especially to texts readaloud by theteacher, which
should promote speaking andlistening about topics
under study in gradetwo. (See CCSS Appendix B for
examplesof grade-levelknowledge demands.) Text sets
alsoaddressa wide varietyof student interestsand are
likelytofoster independent reading.

1b. Textsets include a diverse range of high quality, culturally- ~ There are no text sets
responsive and appropriate topics and themes. Textsfrom

diverse culturesreflectthe same high-quality featuresthat

are demanded of all texts.

Text sets are connected to content.

(O3) sufficient
Oz) some
@1) weak
(O extensive
(O3) sufficient
Oz) some
@1) weak

ELA/LITERACY GRADE-LEVEL INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS EVALUATION TOOL: QUALITY REVIEW GRADE 2



http://www.corestandards.org/assets/Appendix_B.pdf

http://www.corestandards.org/assets/Appendix_B.pdf



GUIDING STATEMENTS

1c. Materials include arich and diverse sampling of literary
texts including, but not limited to:

* Stories, poems, andsongs

* Fables andfolktales
» Multiple versions of the same story by different authors or
from differentcultures

1d.The range of informational texts include selections
that:

* Present historical events

» Present scientific ideas or concepts

* Describe technical procedures

» Contain relevantvisual representations of information

» Contain at least two texts on the same topic

 Containvarious textfeatures such as glossaries, indexes,
and icons

le. Student reading materials contain a range of

increasingly challenging selections that allow teachers to
build students’ ability to comprehend complex text and

expand vocabulary throughout the school year.

SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXT/MATERIALS

The INFORMATION read TO kids is great with addressing
historical & scientific concepts, but it is not a text!

However, many themes are not a science or social studies
standard ( across grades). & we can't spend such an elaborate
amount of time on a topic & not be hitting sci/as stds.

Only decodable.

OVERALLRATING: O4)extensive evidence O 3) sufficient evidence OZ) some evidence O 1) weak evidence

SUMMARY STATEMENT (Explain why the materials received this overall rating):
60 min Knowledge, 60 min skills. Writing still separate! No small rdg group work.
Knowledge is separate from Skills & writing is separate too. Disjointed.

No close reading passages for text evidence

EVIDENCE
RATING

04) extensive
OB) sufficient
OZ) some

@l) weak
Od) extensive

(O3 suffcient
OZ) some

@1) weak
O4) extensive

OB) sufficient

OZ) some
@l) weak
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ALIGNMENT CRITERION Il. QUESTIONS AND TASKS SUPPORT STUDENT LEARNING

Questions posed to students in the materials under review should support student learning in building reading comprehension, in
finding and producing the textual evidence to support responses, and in developing grade-level academic language. Texts for grade
two students must include text-dependent questions that require the use of higher order thinking skills. There should be a range of
guestions that require students to attend to the author’s language as his/her vehicle for conveying meaning, as well as to support
specific inferences with explicit details from the text. Most questions should require that the student refer to the text in several places
in order to devise an answer—rather than asking only literal, “right there” types of questions (CCSS).

GUIDING STATEMENTS SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXT/MATERIALS El\éIADCIEI'\II\ICCE

Literature and |nformationa| Text The Work W|th the READ ALOUDS |S Strong. @4) extensive
2a. Key Ideas and Details. Questions and tasks require
students to explicitly attend to the text, including, but O 3) sufficient
not limited to:
* Asking and answering questions about who, what, where,

when, and why O 2) some
* Recounting stories and demonstrating an understanding of

their centralideas, message, or lessons
» Describing how characters respond to major events and O 1) weak

challenges

« Identifying the maintopic of multi-paragraph informational
texts as well as the focus of specific paragraphs

» Making connections between historical events, scientific
ideas, and technical procedures presented ina
text

ELA/LITERACY GRADE-LEVEL INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS EVALUATION TOOL: QUALITY REVIEW GRADE 2 6
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GUIDING STATEMENTS SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXT/MATERIALS SYIBEGE

RATING
2b. Craft and Structure. Questions and tasks require students 04) extensive
to explicitly attend to the text, including, but notlimited to:

* Describing how words and phrases supply rhythm and @ 3) sufficient

meaning to stories, poems, and songs
» Describing the overall structure of a story
Acknowledgingthe differencesin characters’ points of view O 2) some
 Determining the meaning of words and phrases in grade
two reading selections
Identifying the main purpose of an informational text O 1) weak
Recognizing and using various text features (such as
headings and glossaries)to locate information

2¢. Integration of Knowledge andideas. Questionsandtasks  NO text to attend to. O4) extensive
that accompany the text require students to explicitly attend
to the text, including, but not limited to: O 3) sufficient

* Using illustrations and words to access information,
explaining how specific images contribute to understanding

* Describing the reasons authors use to support specific O 2) some
points in atext

» Comparing and contrasting important points from
two textsonthesametopic, ortwoversionsofthesame @ 1) weak
story

OVERALLRATING: O4)extensive evidence OS)sufficient evidence OZ) some evidence Ol)vveak evidence

SUMMARY STATEMENT (Explain why the materials received this overall rating):
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ALIGNMENT CRITERIONIII. WRITINGTOSOURCESANDRESEARCH

The writing standards for each grade level highlight distinctive expectations about student writing. For details on grade-level writing
expectations and writing exemplars for grade two, see the Common Core State Standards for English Language Arts and Literacy.
The metrics below show key characteristics to look for in your review of materials.

EVIDENCE

GUIDING STATEMENTS SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXT/MATERIALS RATING

3a. Wrmng assignments are exp“cmy connected to what StUdentS are not reading what they write about. Only ||Sten|ng 04) extensive
Students are reading, and materials are organized to

elicit responses to sources in age-appropriate ways. This -
might include activities such as dictation or making O?’) sufficient
pictures to express thoughts in addition to writing, with

support from the teacher. O 2) some

@ 1) weak

3b. Text-dependent questions generally create the foundation  Writing Studio not connected to Knowledge learned. 04) extensive
for students to address culminating writing tasks, Short writings that go with Knowledge are not explicit in grading,
including: skills expected, rubrics, etc. O 3) sufficient

* Opinionwriting, inwhich students state an opinionand

supply reasonsthat supportthe opinion, using linking

words to connect opinion and reasons O 2) some
* Informative/explanatory writing, in which students

introduce atopic and use facts and definitions to develop

points @ 1) weak
* Narrative writing, inwhich students recount events with

details to describe actions, thoughts, and feelings

3c. Reading materials can serve as models to explore writers ~ Reading material is almost non-existent 04) extensive
craft and support student production of grade-level opinion,
informational, and narrative writing. O 3) sufficient

ELA/LITERACY GRADE-LEVEL INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS EVALUATION TOOL: QUALITY REVIEW GRADE 2 8
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EVIDENCE

GUIDING STATEMENTS SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXT/MATERIALS RATING
3d. Materialsinclude explicit supporttoteachers, either 04) extensive
intheteacher'sedition orclassroom materials, forwriting
instruction linkedtothegrade two writing standards, O 3) sufficient

including:
» Focusing on a topic and strengthening writing as needed

by revising and editing O 2) some
* Using avariety of digital tools to produce and publish

writing, including in collaboration with peers

@ 1) weak

3e.Materials provide opportunities and resources 04) extensive
for students to participate in shared researchand
writing projects, including: O 3) sufficient

» Recalling information from experiences
» Gathering information from provided sources

O 2) some
@ 1) weak

OVERALLRATING: O4)extensive evidence O 3) sufficient evidence O 2) some evidence Ol) weak evidence

SUMMARY STATEMENT (Explain why the materials received this overall rating):
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ALIGNMENT CRITERION IV: FOUNDATIONAL SKILLS

Effective foundational skills instruction in grade two includes explicit and systematic lessons and diagnostic support in concepts of
print, the alphabetic principle, phonics, phonological awareness, vocabulary development and word recognition, syntax, and reading
fluency. Students must be able to recognize and pronounce words fluently in order to focus on the major goal of reading, which is
comprehension. Building these foundational skills must be contextualized within the materials.

GUIDING STATEMENTS SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXT/MATERIALS El\éIADCEI'\II\ICCE
4a.Materials provide teachers with guidance and support @4) extensive
for explicit and systematic sequenced instruction of the
grade two -
Reading Standards for Foundational Skills, including phonics, O 3) sufficient

phonologicalawareness, letterrecognition, wordrecognition,

and reading fluency in a research-based and transparent O 2) some
progression.(Refer to CCSS, Appendix A for the

research detailing the advancement of foundational

reading skills.) O 1) weak
4b.Materialsincludeavarietyofopportunitiesthatallow @4) extensive
for systematic and frequent practice of all

foundational skills through such features as engaging texts, O 3) sufficient
games, digital materials, etc.

O 2) some
O 1) weak

ELA/LITERACY GRADE-LEVEL INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS EVALUATION TOOL: QUALITY REVIEW GRADE 2 10
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GUIDING STATEMENTS SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXT/MATERIALS

4c. Materials provide regular practice in encoding (spelling)
and decoding (reading) the sound symbol relationships
of English.

4d. Materials guide studentsinreading grade-leveltextswith  Again...no text sets related to anything.
purpose and understanding, making frequent connections

Between the acquisition of foundational skills and access

to the meaning of texts (including a set of text-dependent

or text-specific questions to check for understanding).

OVERALLRATING: O4)extensive evidence OS)sufficient evidence OZ) some evidence Ol)vveak evidence

SUMMARY STATEMENT (Explain why the materials received this overall rating):

EVIDENCE
RATING

04) extensive
(®) 3) sufficient
O 1) weak

04) extensive
(O 3) sufficient
O 2) some
@ 1) weak

ELA/LITERACY GRADE-LEVEL INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS EVALUATION TOOL: QUALITY REVIEW GRADE 2
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ALIGNMENT CRITERION V: LANGUAGE

The Common Core State Standards for language focus on ensuring that students gain adequate mastery of a range of language skills
and applications. Students are expected to meet each year’s grade-specific standards and retain or further develop skills, vocabulary,

and knowledge gained in preceding grades (CCSS).

GUIDING STATEMENTS SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXT/MATERIALS El\élADCEII\II\ICCE
Conventions of Standard English No scope & sequence showing progression by grammar, 04) extensive

S Tere & evidenes (et ares el greamingn ang phonics, etc separately. Just a mixed list. (P. 389 Skills 1 TG)

conventions are addressed using an integrated and

contextualized approach in daily instruction. Materials

andtasksingrade two are designedto help build student

understanding and use of:

* Nouns(including collective and irregular plural nouns)

» Reflexive pronouns

» The past tense of frequently occurring irregular verbs

» Adjectives andadverbs

» Complete simple and compound sentences

« Commas in greetings and closings

» Apostrophestoformcontractions and possessives

* Correct spelling, applying knowledge of spelling patternsin
writing words

 Capitalization of holidays and other proper nouns

 Reference materials such as beginning dictionaries to check
spellings

Knowledge of Language

5b. The materials support instruction on comparing formal
and informal uses of English.

O 3) sufficient
@ 2) some
O 1) weak

04) extensive

ELA/LITERACY GRADE-LEVEL INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS EVALUATION TOOL: QUALITY REVIEW GRADE 2

12



http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/



EVIDENCE

GUIDING STATEMENTS SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXT/MATERIALS RATING

Vocabulary Acquisition and Use Not sure. Not laid out in an easy to find way. ( if there is one) 04) extensive
5c.Thematerials provide context,support,and strategies
for developing vocabulary acquisition skills, including: 03) sufficient
 Using sentence-levelcontext clues to unlock the

meaning of words
» Usingprefixes and rootsascluestothe meaningof Oz) some

words
 Using knowledge of the meaning of individual words to

predict the meaning of compound words O 1) weak
+ Consulting glossaries or beginning dictionaries to

determine the meaning of words
Vocabulary Acquisition and Use Language cards 04) extensive
5d. The materials provide embedded opportunities for
studentsto encounterand developanunderstanding @3) sufficient
of word relationships and nuances inword
meanings.

O 2) some
O 1) weak

OVERALLRATING: O 4)extensive evidence OS) sufficient evidence O 2) some evidence O 1) weak evidence

SUMMARY STATEMENT (Explain why the materials received this overall rating):
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ALIGNMENT CRITERIONVI: SPEAKINGAND LISTENING

To be CCSS-aligned, speaking and listening must be integrated into lessons, items, and tasks. These must reflect a progression of
communication skills required for eventual college- and career-readiness. If grade two students are able to listen to others, discuss
what they are learning, and voice their own confusion or misunderstandings, their learning becomes deeper and more meaningful.
They are exposed, at this level, to points of view that may differ from their own, and they learn how to agree and disagree, express
their own thoughts using grade-level vocabulary, and ask questions when they don’t understand or need more clarification.

GUIDING STATEMENTS SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXT/MATERIALS El\éIADCEII\II\ICCE
6a.Comprehension and Collaboration. Materials @4) extensive
provide an embedded/integrated language framework
that guides student participation in academic 03) sufficient

conversations, including the ability to:

» Agree onrules for discussion
* Link ideas to the remarks of others O 2) some
Recount key details from texts

Ask and answer questionsto deepen understanding

» Use words and phrases acquired through conversations, O 1) weak
reading and being readto,and responding to
texts
6b.Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas. Materials include @4) extensive
tasks that promote oral responses in a range of
collaborative discussions, and support students with: O 3) sufficient
* Tellingastoryorrecountingan experience with
relevant facts and details
* Creatingaudiorecordingsorvisual displaysto add details O 2) some
» Speaking in complete, coherent sentences
O 1) weak

OVERALLRATING: 704)extensive evidence OS) sufficient evidence OZ) some evidence Ol) weak evidence

SUMMARY STATEMENT (Explain why the materials received this overall rating):
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ALIGNMENT CRITERION VII: SCAFFOLDING AND SUPPORTS

While scaffolds are not a part of the standards themselves, it is important to support teachers in meeting the needs of the range of
students in their classrooms. In order to meet the reading, speaking, and writing needs of all grade two students, the materials must
include supports for students to apply concepts of print, phonics, vocabulary development, syntax, and fluency in comprehending
texts. Supports and scaffolds should draw students back to the text and provide strategies for vocabulary acquisition. All scaffolding
and support requires ongoing formal and informal assessments that provide multiple opportunities for students to demonstrate their
proficiency and inform instruction.

Scaffolding is not just intended for struggling students, but also for students who are ready for above grade-level work. As text
complexity increases and tasks get increasingly challenging, the need for appropriate scaffolds for above grade-level access is
equally important.

GUIDING STATEMENTS SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXT/MATERIALS El\_\/,IAD\EII\II\ICGE
7a. The texts promote differentiated instruction and Support & challenge are just "sidebars sprinkled throughout the O4) extensive
instructional conversations about text to support student lesson" (p. 386 Skills 1 TG)
learning of: O 3) sufficient
» Academic language
e Linguistic frames
* Repeated grammatical structures and language @ 2) some

O 1) weak

7b. The materials include student supports such as: Because there are not texts, there is little text support. This is a 04) extensive
« Multiple digital and media versions of texts LISTENING program, not a reading program.

* lllustrations -

+ Graphs andcharts O 3) sufficient

Maps and photographs
Visual cues/notes that draw attention to words in O 2) some
the text thatsignalsequenceoroffercluestomeaning

@ 1) weak

(suchas where, when, and how key events occur)
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GUIDING STATEMENTS

7c. The materialsaredesignedto support teacher
instruction by use of:

« Explicit instructional directions accompanied by materials

that are clearly aligned to stated goals and objectives
that build student abilityto read and comprehendgrade-

level text

» Strategies to gradually increase difficulty as students’ skills
strengthen

» Strategiesto supportstudentacquisitionof
knowledge supporting specific common core
standards

+ Clear and detailed teacher directions and guidance
for introducing new concepts and skills

» Clear guidance for documenting student progress
toward meeting grade-level standards

7d.Thematerials provide support forstudentswith
varying learning stylesand modalities (i.e.,thereare
provisions for print, digital, and other multimedia sources
forinformation attainment).

7e. The materials include developmentally appropriate
materials and instructional sequences specifically designed
for students in the primary grades (such as role-play, songs,
games, etc.).

SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXT/MATERIALS

Skills, yes.
Writing, no.

No print of Knowlegde learning. | don't think it's audio, either.

EVIDENCE
RATING

OA) extensive
OB) sufficient

OZ) some
O 1) weak

GA) extensive
(O3) sufficient
OZ) some

O 1) weak
OA) extensive

(O3) sufficient
@2) some
O 1) weak

ELA/LITERACY GRADE-LEVEL INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS EVALUATION TOOL: QUALITY REVIEW GRADE 2
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GUIDING STATEMENTS

7f. The materials include assessments along with:

OVERALLRATING: Oél)extensive evidence OB)sufficient evidence OZ) some evidence

Suggestions for next steps to address a spectrum of
performancelevels and needs based onassessmentresults
Opportunities for students to demonstrate their expertise
through the use of performance tasks

Pieces ofchallenging and complete textthatcan be
used to assessstudentunderstandingand next
instructional steps

Reading selections and questions that progressin a logical
sequence for gradual release?

Enrichmenttasksfor students who are ontarget for
meeting grade-level expectations

Steps to take when evidence suggests that students

are starting to fall behind

SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXT/MATERIALS

"assessment & remediation are a separate, online
publication." (P. 388 Skills1 TG)

SUMMARY STATEMENT (Explain why the materials received this overall rating):
NOTHING EXTRA FOR READING GROUPS OR ELL SUPPORT)

1 Gradual release: scaffolding of instruction so that students develop the ability to read and complete tasks and assignments independently and proficiently.

Ol) weak evidence

EVIDENCE
RATING

()4 extensive
(O 3) suffcient
(O 2 some
(®) 1) weak

ELA/LITERACY GRADE-LEVEL INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS EVALUATION TOOL: QUALITY REVIEW GRADE 2
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		SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXTMATERIALSLiterature and Informational Text C1a The texts present rich and embedded relationships between and among characters i deas and concepts that are conveyed through masterful sty l e and structure See exemplars in CCSS Appendix B p3762: 

		SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXTMATERIALSC1bThemater i alscons i stentlyincludeshortchal l engingand complete texts that contain rich content ideas and academ i c language worthy of close reading See exemplars in CCSS Appendix B: No close reading found. 

		C1cThemater i alsconsistentlyprov i deopportunitiesto read both l i terary and i nformational texts in the grades two through threetext complexity band as well as texts that directly address the Alignment Criteria for Foundational Skills 4a4d of th i s document Readaloud texts should measure above the grades two through threetextcomplexity band p 31 50 informational 50 literary Anchor Standards 110: This program is mostly listening. Kids aren't reading enough. 

		C1d Mater i als prov i de strategies for grade l evel content and academ i c vocabulary acquisition: 

		SUMMARY STATEMENT Explain why the materials received this overall rating: Students are not READING quality literature or non-fiction. Most comprehension work is based on listening. The small amount of reading they do is a decodable & a workbook with unrelated passages with mostly multiple choice answers. There is 

Program does include flipbooks, image cards, timeline cards, workbook that matches what kids LISTEN to being read.

		SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXTMATERIALSLiterature and Informational Text 1aThe range of materials both print and digital allows teachers and students to explore content that coherently and systemat i ca l l y builds know l edge and vocabulary across subjects themes and top i cs This appl i es espec i al l y to texts readaloudbytheteacherwhich shouldpromotespeak i ng and listening about topics under study in gradetwo See CCSS AppendixBfor examplesof grade l evelknow l edge demandsText sets alsoaddressa wide varietyof student interestsand are likelytofoster independent reading: The knowledge & vocab is extensive, but THERE ARE NO TEXT SETS for independent reading!

		SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXTMATERIALS1b Text sets include a diverse range of high quality culturally responsive and appropriate topicsand themes Textsfrom diverseculturesreflectthesamehighqualityfeaturesthat are demanded of all texts Text sets are connected to content: There are no text sets

		SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXTMATERIALS1c Materials include a rich and diverse sampling of l i terary texts including but not limited to  Stories poems andsongs  Fables andfolktales  Multiple versions of the same story by different authors or from differentcultures: 

		SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXTMATERIALS1dThe range of informational texts include selections that  Present historical events  Present scientific ideas or concepts  Describe technical procedures  Contain relevantvisual representations of information  Contain at least two texts on the same topic  Contain var i ous text features such as glossar i es indexes and icons: The INFORMATION read TO kids is great with addressing historical & scientific concepts, but it is not a text! 
However, many themes are not a science or social studies standard ( across grades). & we can't spend such an elaborate amount of time on a topic & not be hitting sci/as stds. 

		SUMMARY STATEMENT Explain why the materials received this overall rating_2: 60 min Knowledge, 60 min skills. Writing still separate! No small rdg group work. 
Knowledge is separate from Skills & writing is separate too. Disjointed. 
No close reading passages for text evidence

		SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXTMATERIALSLiterature and Informational Text 2a Key Ideas and Details Questions and tasks require students to explicitly attend to the text including but not limited to  Ask i ng and answer i ng questions about who what where when and why  Recounting stor i es and demonstrat i ng an understandingof their central ideas message or lessons  Describ i ng how characters respond to major events and challenges  Identifyingthe main topic of multiparagraph informational texts as well as the focus of specific paragraphs  Mak i ng connect i ons between histor i cal events sc i entific ideas and technical procedures presented ina text: The work with the READ ALOUDS is strong.

		SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXTMATERIALS2b Craft and Structure Questions and tasks require students to explicitlyattend tothe text including but not limited to  Describ i ng how words and phrases supply rhythm and meaning to stories poems and songs  Describing the overall structure of a story  Acknowledgingthe differences in characterspoints of view  Determ i n i ng the meaning of words and phrases in grade two readingselections  Identifying the main purpose of an informationaltext  Recognizing and us i ng var i ous text features such as headingsandglossariesto locate information: 

		SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXTMATERIALS2cIntegrationofKnowledgeandIdeasQuestionsandtasks that accompany the text require students to explicitly attend to the text including but not limited to  Using illustrations and words to access information explaining how spec i f i c i mages contr i bute to understanding  Describ i ng the reasons authors use to support specif i c points in atext  Comparing and contrasting important points from two textsonthesametopicortwoversionsofthesame story: No text to attend to.

		SUMMARY STATEMENT Explain why the materials received this overall rating_3: 

		SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXTMATERIALS3a Writing assignments are explicitly connected to what Students are reading and materials are organized to elicit responses to sources in ageappropriate ways This might include activities such as dictation or making pictures to express thoughts in addition to writing with support from the teacher: Students are not reading what they write about. Only listening.

		SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXTMATERIALS3b Textdependent questions generally create the foundation for students to address culminating writing tasks including  Opinion writing in which students state an opinion and supply reasons that support the opinion using linking words to connect opinion and reasons  Informativeexplanatory writing in which students introduce a topic and use facts and definitions to develop points  Narrative writing in which students recount events with details to describe actions thoughts and feelings: Writing Studio not connected to Knowledge learned.
Short writings that go with Knowledge are not explicit in grading, skills expected, rubrics, etc.

		SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXTMATERIALS3c Reading mater i als can serve as models to explore writers craft and support student production of gradelevel opinion informational and narrative writing: Reading material is almost non-existent

		SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXTMATERIALS3d Materialsinclude explicit support toteachers either intheteacherseditionorclassroommaterialsforwriting instruction linkedtothegrade twowritingstandards including  Focusing on a topic and strengthening writing as needed by revising and editing  Using a variety of digital toolsto produce and publish writing including in collaboration with peers: 

		SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXTMATERIALS3eMaterials provide opportunities and resources for students to participate in shared researchand writing projects including  Recalling information from experiences  Gathering information from provided sources: 

		SUMMARY STATEMENT Explain why the materials received this overall rating_4: 

		SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXTMATERIALS4aMaterials provide teachers with guidance and support for explicit and systematic sequenced instruction of the grade two Reading Standards for Foundational Skillsincluding phonics phonologicalawarenessletterrecognitionwordrecognition and reading fluency in a researchbased and transparent progressionRefer to CCSS Appendix A for the research detailing the advancement of foundational reading skills: 

		SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXTMATERIALS4bMaterialsincludeavarietyofopportunitiesthatallow for systematic and frequent practice of all foundational skills through such features as engaging texts games digital materials etc: 

		SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXTMATERIALS4c Mater i a l s prov i de regular practice in encod i ng spelling and decoding reading the sound symbo l relationships of English: 

		SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXTMATERIALS4d Materialsguide studentsinreading gradelevel texts with purpose and understanding making frequent connections Between the acquisition of foundational skills and access to the meaning of texts including a set of textdependent or textspecific questions to check for understanding: Again...no text sets related to anything.

		SUMMARY STATEMENT Explain why the materials received this overall rating_5: 

		SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXTMATERIALSConventions of Standard English 5aThere is evidence that gradelevel grammar and conventions are addressed using an integrated and contextualized approach in daily instruction Materials and tasks in grade two are designed to help build student understanding and use of  Nounsincluding collective and irregular plural nouns  Reflexive pronouns  The past tense of frequently occurring irregular verbs  Adjectives andadverbs  Complete simple and compound sentences  Commas in greetings and closings  Apostrophestoform contractionsandpossessives  Correct spelling applying knowledge of spelling patterns i n writing words  Capitalization of holidays and other proper nouns  Reference mater i a l s such as beginning dictionaries to check spellings: No scope & sequence showing progression by grammar, phonics, etc separately. Just a mixed list. (P. 389 Skills 1 TG)

		SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXTMATERIALSKnowledge of Language 5b The mater i a l s support instruction on comparing formal and informal uses of English: 

		SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXTMATERIALSVocabulary Acquisition and Use 5cThematerials provide contextsupportand strategies for developing vocabulary acquisition skills including  Using sentencelevelcontext clues to unlock the meaning of words  Usingprefixes and rootsascluestothe meaningof words  Using knowledge of the meaning of individual words to predict the meaning of compound words  Consulting glossaries or beginning dictionaries to determine the meaning of words: Not sure. Not laid out in an easy to find way. ( if there is one)

		SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXTMATERIALSVocabulary Acquisition and Use 5d The materials provide embedded opportunities for studentsto encounterand developanunderstanding of word relationships and nuances in word meanings: Language cards

		SUMMARY STATEMENT Explain why the materials received this overall rating_6: 

		SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXTMATERIALS6aComprehension and Collaboration Materials provide an embeddedintegrated language framework that guides student participation in academic conversations including theabilityto  Agree on rules for discussion  Link ideas to the remarks of others  Recount key details from texts  Ask and answer questions todeepen understanding  Use words and phrases acquired through conversat i ons reading and being readtoand responding to texts: 

		SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXTMATERIALS6bPresentation of Knowledge and Ideas Materials include tasks that promote oral responses in a range of collaborative discussions and support students with  Tellingastoryorrecounting an experience with relevant facts and details  Creating audiorecordings or visual displaysto add details  Speaking in complete coherent sentences: 

		SUMMARY STATEMENT Explain why the materials received this overall rating_7: 

		SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXTMATERIALS7a The texts promote differentiated instruction and instructional conversations about text to support student learning of  Academic language  Linguistic frames  Repeated grammatical structures and language: Support & challenge are just "sidebars sprinkled throughout the lesson" (p. 386 Skills 1 TG)

		SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXTMATERIALS7b The materials include student supports such as  Multiple digital and media versions of texts  Illustrations  Graphs andcharts  Maps andphotographs  Visual cuesnotes that draw attention to words in the text thatsignalsequenceoroffercluestomeaning suchas where when and how key events occur: Because there are not texts, there is little text support. This is a LISTENING program, not a reading program. 

		SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXTMATERIALS7c Thematerialsaredesignedto support teacher instruction by use of  Explicit i nstruct i onal direct i ons accompanied by mater i als that are clearly aligned to stated goals and objectives that build student abilityto readandcomprehendgrade level text  Strategies to gradual l y i ncrease d i ff i cu l ty as students  skil l s strengthen  Strateg i esto supportstudentacquis i tionof know l edge supporting specific common core standards  C l ear and detai l ed teacher direct i ons and guidance for introducing newconcepts andskills  C l ear guidance for document i ng student progress toward meeting gradelevel standards: Skills, yes.
Writing, no.

		SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXTMATERIALS7dThematerials provide support forstudentswith varying learning stylesand modalities iethereare provisions for print digital and other multimedia sources for information attainment: No print of Knowlegde learning. I don't think it's audio, either.

		SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXTMATERIALS7e The materials include developmentally appropriate mater i als and i nstruct i onal sequences specif i cally designed for students in the primary grades such as ro l eplay songs games etc: 

		SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXTMATERIALS7f The materials include assessments along with  Suggestions for next steps to address a spectrum of performance l evels andneeds based onassessment results  Opportunities for students to demonstrate their expertise through the use of performance tasks  Pieces ofchallenging and complete textthatcan be used to assess studentunderstanding and next instructional steps  Reading select i ons and questions that progress in a l ogical sequence for gradual release1  Enrichment tasksfor students who areontarget for meeting gradelevel expectations  Steps to take when evidence suggests that students are starting to fall behind: "assessment & remediation are a separate, online publication." (P. 388 Skills1 TG)

		SUMMARY STATEMENT Explain why the materials received this overall rating_8: NOTHING EXTRA FOR READING GROUPS OR ELL SUPPORT)

		Text1: Only decodable. 

		Group1: Choice2

		Group2: Choice4

		Group3: Choice4

		Group4: Choice2

		Group5: Off

		Group6: Choice4

		Group7: Choice4

		Group8: Choice4

		Group9: Choice4

		Group10: Choice4

		Group11: Off

		Group12: Choice1

		Group13: Choice2

		Group14: Choice4

		Group15: Off

		Group16: Choice4

		Group17: Choice4

		Group18: Choice4

		Group19: Choice4

		Group20: Choice4

		Group21: Off

		Group22: Choice1

		Group23: Choice1

		Group24: Choice2

		Group25: Choice4

		Group26: Off

		Group27: Choice3

		Group28: Off

		Group29: Off

		Group30: Choice2

		Group31: Off

		Group32: Choice1

		Group33: Choice1

		Group34: Off

		Group35: Choice3

		Group36: Choice4

		Group37: Off

		Group38: Off

		Group39: Choice3

		Group40: Choice4

		Group41: Off
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Textbook and Instructional Material Evaluation Rubric Form-
English Language Arts

Instructional materials are designed for use by students and teachers as a learning resource for students to acquire
essential knowledge, skills, abilities, and dispositions. This includes print and non-print materials, including
comprehensive/core textbooks, supplemental materials, Web-based and electronic textbooks, and assessments.

Title: Amplify/ Core Knowledge ~ Author(s): Publisher(s):
Copyright Date: Subject/Grade Level:

Student ISBN:
Teacher Edition ISBN:

Instructions: Use the tables below to determine if the Textbook or Instructional material meets each criteria.

Organization

Criteria 2 1

Meets | Inadequate Comments

1. Material provides a useful table of
contents, glossary, supplemental pages, and 2
index.

2. Layout is consistent; chapters/units are
arranged logically; and allow access through 2
multiple modalities.

3. Teacher edition contains interesting
introductions and a list of prerequisites skills 2
for each chapter.

4. Material contains examples, explanations, )
and/or online resources to the depth and
breadth of the Nevada Academic Content
Standards.

5. Information is accurate, current, and 2
research-based.

6. Focus of academic and domain specific

vocabulary is prevalent throughout reading, 1 No reading tied to vocab

writing, listening, and speaking.

7. Size and format of print is appropriate. 2

8. Format is visually appealing & interesting. 2

9. Material provides Smarter Balanced
assessment type questions and/or 1
performance-based tasks.

10. Electronic and interactive format
available.

Other:

Total Organization: 17

English Language Arts Content
1
Nevada Department of Education July 2, 2013 Textbook and Instructional Material Adoption Form
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Criteria 2 1

Meets | Inadequate Comments

11. Materials focus on the knowledge, skills, and
abilities (KSASs) appropriate to the grade level. 2

12. Material demonstrates coherence and rigor of 1

KSAs appropriate to grade level, No text sets! Insufficient reading.

13. Real-world applications are relevant to the
students. 2

14. Information and directions are clearly written and 1

. Writing related to Knowledge not explicit how to evaluate.
explained.

15. Tasks are aligned to the anchor standards of the 2
Nevada Academic Content Standards.

16. Non-text content (maps, graphs, pictures, etc.) are
accurate, authentic, and well integrated into the 2
instructional material.

17. Lessons/tasks are interdisciplinary when 2
appropriate.

Yes. High Science/soc stud, but not all themes are a grade's standards

18. Tasks apply to the diversity of students and their 1

abilities, interests, and learning styles. No leveled reading or class lext sels

19. Questions and tasks encourage the development 2
and application of higher-level thinking skills.

20. Teacher edition includes questioning strategies
and/or questions to check for understanding at all 2
Depth of Knowledge (DOK) levels.

21. Teacher edition includes formative
assessment/evaluation tools and processes.

Has some, but assessment & remedition are "a separate, online publication."

22. Material adheres to the text complexity at each
grade level outlined by the Nevada Academic Content 1 The small amount of UNRELATED reading does not address close reading
Standards.

23. Material provides access to or demonstrates
concepts in multiple ways, allowing for a variety of 2
student responses.

24. Tasks have a purpose, aligned to a skill or concept 2

at grade level. Really good phonics skills component

25. Range and quality of text at each grade level is
addressed with a well-balanced representation of 1 THERE ARE NO LEVELED TEXT OR CLASS TEXT SETS that go with theme!
literary and informational texts.

26. Material includes application of skills and 2
concepts at grade level.

27. Material makes it clear that student writing is a
key task (argument, informative, response to audience 1
and purpose, short focused research).

28. Content includes 21 Century skill development

such as collaboration, creative thinking, and problem 2
solving.
Other: 29
Total ELA Content Criteria:
Inclusion
2
Nevada Department of Education July 2, 2013 Textbook and Instructional Material Adoption Form
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Criteria

2 1

Meets | Inadequate

Comments

29. Material reflects a variety of ways to
differentiate instruction and model content to
support all learners.

1

Highly inadequate, just in sidebars.

30. Material reflects sensitivity with regard
to gender, race/ethnicity, religion, socio-
economic status, intellectual, and physical
abilities.

31. Material includes access to a multilingual
glossary.

None. No ELL piece.

32. Material provides resources for students
with disabilities and English Language
Learners aligned to grade level content.

No differentiation piece.

33. Material is available for students with
visual impairments via a NIMAS file on the
NIMAC system.

Other:

Total Inclusion Criteria:

Alignment

Criteria

2 1

Meets | Inadequate Comments

34. Material content aligns to
district/organization curriculum.

1

Nothing for reading groups!

35. Material content aligns with college and
career readiness skills (Nevada Academic
Content Standards).

36. Material is a useful resource in preparing
students to meet the requirements of the
Nevada Academic Content Standards and
statewide assessments.

This is a LISTENING program. Not a
READING program.

Other:

Total Alignment Criteria:

Total Score for ELA Textbook or Instructional Material: 56

Nevada Department of Education

July 2, 2013

Textbook and Instructional Material Adoption Form
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		2 Meets1 Material provides a useful table of contents glossary supplemental pages and index: 2

		1 Inadequate1 Material provides a useful table of contents glossary supplemental pages and index: 

		Comments1 Material provides a useful table of contents glossary supplemental pages and index: 

		2 Meets2 Layout is consistent chaptersunits are arranged logically and allow access through multiple modalities: 2

		1 Inadequate2 Layout is consistent chaptersunits are arranged logically and allow access through multiple modalities: 

		Comments2 Layout is consistent chaptersunits are arranged logically and allow access through multiple modalities: 

		2 Meets3 Teacher edition contains interesting introductions and a list of prerequisites skills for each chapter: 2

		1 Inadequate3 Teacher edition contains interesting introductions and a list of prerequisites skills for each chapter: 

		Comments3 Teacher edition contains interesting introductions and a list of prerequisites skills for each chapter: 

		2 Meets4 Material contains examples explanations andor online resources to the depth and breadth of the Nevada Academic Content Standards: 2

		1 Inadequate4 Material contains examples explanations andor online resources to the depth and breadth of the Nevada Academic Content Standards: 

		Comments4 Material contains examples explanations andor online resources to the depth and breadth of the Nevada Academic Content Standards: 

		2 Meets5 Information is accurate current and researchbased: 2

		1 Inadequate5 Information is accurate current and researchbased: 

		Comments5 Information is accurate current and researchbased: 

		2 Meets6 Focus of academic and domain specific vocabulary is prevalent throughout reading writing listening and speaking: 

		1 Inadequate6 Focus of academic and domain specific vocabulary is prevalent throughout reading writing listening and speaking: 1

		Comments6 Focus of academic and domain specific vocabulary is prevalent throughout reading writing listening and speaking: No reading tied to vocab 

		2 Meets7 Size and format of print is appropriate: 2

		1 Inadequate7 Size and format of print is appropriate: 

		Comments7 Size and format of print is appropriate: 

		2 Meets8 Format is visually appealing  interesting: 2

		1 Inadequate8 Format is visually appealing  interesting: 

		Comments8 Format is visually appealing  interesting: 

		2 Meets9 Material provides Smarter Balanced assessment type questions andor performancebased tasks: 

		1 Inadequate9 Material provides Smarter Balanced assessment type questions andor performancebased tasks: 1

		Comments9 Material provides Smarter Balanced assessment type questions andor performancebased tasks: 

		2 Meets10 Electronic and interactive format available: 

		1 Inadequate10 Electronic and interactive format available: 1

		Comments10 Electronic and interactive format available: 

		2 MeetsOther: 

		1 InadequateOther: 

		CommentsOther: 

		2 MeetsTotal Organization: 17

		1 InadequateTotal Organization: 

		CommentsTotal Organization: 

		2 Meets11 Materials focus on the knowledge skills and abilities KSAs appropriate to the grade level: 2

		1 Inadequate11 Materials focus on the knowledge skills and abilities KSAs appropriate to the grade level: 

		Comments11 Materials focus on the knowledge skills and abilities KSAs appropriate to the grade level: 

		2 Meets12 Material demonstrates coherence and rigor of KSAs appropriate to grade level: 

		1 Inadequate12 Material demonstrates coherence and rigor of KSAs appropriate to grade level: 1

		Comments12 Material demonstrates coherence and rigor of KSAs appropriate to grade level: No text sets! Insufficient reading.

		2 Meets13 Realworld applications are relevant to the students: 2

		1 Inadequate13 Realworld applications are relevant to the students: 

		Comments13 Realworld applications are relevant to the students: 

		2 Meets14 Information and directions are clearly written and explained: 

		1 Inadequate14 Information and directions are clearly written and explained: 1

		Comments14 Information and directions are clearly written and explained: Writing related to Knowledge not explicit how to evaluate.

		2 Meets15 Tasks are aligned to the anchor standards of the Nevada Academic Content Standards: 2

		1 Inadequate15 Tasks are aligned to the anchor standards of the Nevada Academic Content Standards: 

		Comments15 Tasks are aligned to the anchor standards of the Nevada Academic Content Standards: 

		2 Meets16 Nontext content maps graphs pictures etc are accurate authentic and well integrated into the instructional material: 2

		1 Inadequate16 Nontext content maps graphs pictures etc are accurate authentic and well integrated into the instructional material: 

		Comments16 Nontext content maps graphs pictures etc are accurate authentic and well integrated into the instructional material: 

		2 Meets17 Lessonstasks are interdisciplinary when appropriate: 2

		1 Inadequate17 Lessonstasks are interdisciplinary when appropriate: 

		Comments17 Lessonstasks are interdisciplinary when appropriate: Yes. High Science/soc stud, but not all themes are a grade's standards

		2 Meets18 Tasks apply to the diversity of students and their abilities interests and learning styles: 

		1 Inadequate18 Tasks apply to the diversity of students and their abilities interests and learning styles: 1

		Comments18 Tasks apply to the diversity of students and their abilities interests and learning styles: No leveled reading or class text sets

		2 Meets19 Questions and tasks encourage the development and application of higherlevel thinking skills: 2

		1 Inadequate19 Questions and tasks encourage the development and application of higherlevel thinking skills: 

		Comments19 Questions and tasks encourage the development and application of higherlevel thinking skills: 

		2 Meets20 Teacher edition includes questioning strategies andor questions to check for understanding at all Depth of Knowledge DOK levels: 2

		1 Inadequate20 Teacher edition includes questioning strategies andor questions to check for understanding at all Depth of Knowledge DOK levels: 

		Comments20 Teacher edition includes questioning strategies andor questions to check for understanding at all Depth of Knowledge DOK levels: 

		2 Meets21 Teacher edition includes formative assessmentevaluation tools and processes: 

		1 Inadequate21 Teacher edition includes formative assessmentevaluation tools and processes: 1

		Comments21 Teacher edition includes formative assessmentevaluation tools and processes: Has some, but assessment & remedition are  "a separate, online publication."

		2 Meets22 Material adheres to the text complexity at each grade level outlined by the Nevada Academic Content Standards: 

		1 Inadequate22 Material adheres to the text complexity at each grade level outlined by the Nevada Academic Content Standards: 1 

		Comments22 Material adheres to the text complexity at each grade level outlined by the Nevada Academic Content Standards: The small amount of UNRELATED reading does not address close reading

		2 Meets23 Material provides access to or demonstrates concepts in multiple ways allowing for a variety of student responses: 2

		1 Inadequate23 Material provides access to or demonstrates concepts in multiple ways allowing for a variety of student responses: 

		Comments23 Material provides access to or demonstrates concepts in multiple ways allowing for a variety of student responses: 

		2 Meets24 Tasks have a purpose aligned to a skill or concept at grade level: 2

		1 Inadequate24 Tasks have a purpose aligned to a skill or concept at grade level: 

		Comments24 Tasks have a purpose aligned to a skill or concept at grade level: Really good phonics skills component

		2 Meets25 Range and quality of text at each grade level is addressed with a wellbalanced representation of literary and informational texts: 

		1 Inadequate25 Range and quality of text at each grade level is addressed with a wellbalanced representation of literary and informational texts: 1

		Comments25 Range and quality of text at each grade level is addressed with a wellbalanced representation of literary and informational texts: THERE ARE NO LEVELED TEXT OR CLASS TEXT SETS that go with theme!

		2 Meets26 Material includes application of skills and concepts at grade level: 2

		1 Inadequate26 Material includes application of skills and concepts at grade level: 

		Comments26 Material includes application of skills and concepts at grade level: 

		2 Meets27 Material makes it clear that student writing is a key task argument informative response to audience and purpose short focused research: 

		1 Inadequate27 Material makes it clear that student writing is a key task argument informative response to audience and purpose short focused research: 1

		Comments27 Material makes it clear that student writing is a key task argument informative response to audience and purpose short focused research: 

		2 Meets28 Content includes 21st Century skill development such as collaboration creative thinking and problem solving: 2

		1 Inadequate28 Content includes 21st Century skill development such as collaboration creative thinking and problem solving: 

		Comments28 Content includes 21st Century skill development such as collaboration creative thinking and problem solving: 

		Other_2: 

		2 MeetsOther_2: 29

		1 InadequateOther_2: 

		CommentsOther_2: 

		2 MeetsTotal ELA Content Criteria: 

		1 InadequateTotal ELA Content Criteria: 

		CommentsTotal ELA Content Criteria: 

		2 Meets29 Material reflects a variety of ways to differentiate instruction and model content to support all learners: 

		1 Inadequate29 Material reflects a variety of ways to differentiate instruction and model content to support all learners: 1

		Comments29 Material reflects a variety of ways to differentiate instruction and model content to support all learners: Highly inadequate, just in sidebars.

		2 Meets30 Material reflects sensitivity with regard to gender raceethnicity religion socio economic status intellectual and physical abilities: 2

		1 Inadequate30 Material reflects sensitivity with regard to gender raceethnicity religion socio economic status intellectual and physical abilities: 

		Comments30 Material reflects sensitivity with regard to gender raceethnicity religion socio economic status intellectual and physical abilities: 

		2 Meets31 Material includes access to a multilingual glossary: 

		1 Inadequate31 Material includes access to a multilingual glossary: 1

		Comments31 Material includes access to a multilingual glossary: None. No ELL piece.

		2 Meets32 Material provides resources for students with disabilities and English Language Learners aligned to grade level content: 

		1 Inadequate32 Material provides resources for students with disabilities and English Language Learners aligned to grade level content: 1

		Comments32 Material provides resources for students with disabilities and English Language Learners aligned to grade level content: No differentiation piece.

		2 Meets33 Material is available for students with visual impairments via a NIMAS file on the NIMAC system: 

		1 Inadequate33 Material is available for students with visual impairments via a NIMAS file on the NIMAC system: 1

		Comments33 Material is available for students with visual impairments via a NIMAS file on the NIMAC system: 

		Other_3: 

		2 MeetsOther_3: 

		1 InadequateOther_3: 

		CommentsOther_3: 

		2 MeetsTotal Inclusion Criteria: 6

		1 InadequateTotal Inclusion Criteria: 

		CommentsTotal Inclusion Criteria: 

		2 Meets34 Material content aligns to districtorganization curriculum: 

		1 Inadequate34 Material content aligns to districtorganization curriculum: 1

		Comments34 Material content aligns to districtorganization curriculum: Nothing for reading groups!

		2 Meets35 Material content aligns with college and career readiness skills Nevada Academic Content Standards: 2

		1 Inadequate35 Material content aligns with college and career readiness skills Nevada Academic Content Standards: 

		Comments35 Material content aligns with college and career readiness skills Nevada Academic Content Standards: 

		2 Meets36 Material is a useful resource in preparing students to meet the requirements of the Nevada Academic Content Standards and statewide assessments: 

		1 Inadequate36 Material is a useful resource in preparing students to meet the requirements of the Nevada Academic Content Standards and statewide assessments: 1

		Comments36 Material is a useful resource in preparing students to meet the requirements of the Nevada Academic Content Standards and statewide assessments: This is a LISTENING program. Not a READING program. 

		Other_4: 

		2 MeetsOther_4: 

		1 InadequateOther_4: 

		CommentsOther_4: 

		2 MeetsTotal Alignment Criteria: 4

		1 InadequateTotal Alignment Criteria: 

		CommentsTotal Alignment Criteria: 

		Total Score for ELA Textbook or Instructional Material: 56

		Title: Amplify/ Core Knowledge

		Author(s): 

		Publishers: 

		Copyright Date: 

		Subject/Grade Level: 

		Student ISBN: 

		Teacher Edition ISBN: 

		Other: 
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COMPONENT 1: TEXT COMPLEXITY

The guiding statements provided in this section will examine text complexity in order to differentiate quality and richness among the
texts WCSD is considering for adoption. To address the grade three standards, the submitted materials need to create the conditions
for rich and robust discussion and writing for ALL students (struggling readers, students with identified academic disabilities,

English Learners, students who are performing at grade level, and advanced students).

GUIDING STATEMENTS SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXT/MATERIALS

Literature and Informational Text

Cla. Thetexts presentrich and embedded relationships
between and among characters, ideas, and concepts that
are conveyed through masterful style and structure. (See
exemplars in CCSS, Appendix B.)

C1b.The materials consistentlyinclude short, challenging,and
complete texts that contain rich content, ideas, and academic
language worthy of close reading. (See exemplarsin CCSS,
Appendix B.)

EVIDENCE
RATING

04) extensive
(O 3) sufficient

@ 2) some
O 1) weak

()4 extensive
O 3) sufficient
@ 2) some
O v weak

ELA/LITERACY GRADE-LEVEL INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS EVALUATION TOOL: QUALITY REVIEW GRADE 3



http://www.cgcs.org/cms/lib/DC00001581/Centricity/Domain/4/Framework%20for%20Raising%20Expectations.pdf

http://www.corestandards.org/assets/Appendix_B.pdf

http://www.corestandards.org/assets/Appendix_B.pdf

http://www.corestandards.org/assets/Appendix_B.pdf



Clc.Thematerialsconsistentlyprovideopportunitiesto
read both literary and informational textsinthe gradesthree
through five4extcompexyband with scaffolding as needed at
the high end of the range.

C1d. Materials provide instructional content and strategies
for grade-level vocabulary acquisition.

OVERALLRATING: O 4)extensive evidence O 3) sufficient evidence @ 2) some evidence Ol) weak evidence

SUMMARY STATEMENT (Explain why the materials received this overall rating):
Majority of time is spent listening to text rather than reading texts.

(O extensive
(O3 sufficient
(D2 some
@ 1) weak

04) extensive

ELA/LITERACY GRADE-LEVEL INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS EVALUATION TOOL: QUALITY REVIEW GRADE 3





COMPONENT 2: QUESTIONS AND TASKS

At least 80% of all questions in the submission are high-quality text-dependent and text-specific questions. The overwhelming
majority of these questions reference specific text and draw student attention to the text they are reading. Text-dependent questions
that address the grade three standards will be described in greater depth in Alignment Criterion 1.

ALIGNMENT CRITERION|: RANGE AND QUALITY OF TEXTS

Materials must reflect a wide range of text types and genres, as required by the standards. In grade three, and across all other grade
levels, there should be ample texts on topics that can support sustained study. Knowledge built at one grade level should be expanded
in other grade levels. Topics should take into account individual student academic needs and interests in order to foster independent
reading. It is also imperative that the included topics and themes are compelling enough to read multiple times and are aligned to
district needs. Pay particular attention to the guidance provided in Appendix B of the Common Core State Standards.

GUIDING STATEMENTS SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXT/MATERIALS El\élg_ﬁ\’l\lcg
Literature and Informational Text Limited range of text - one text whole class involving many days O“) extensive

la.The range of materials, both print and digital, (ex Aladin)
allows teachers and students to explore content that OB) sufficient
coherently and systematically builds knowledge and
vocabulary across subjects,themes, and topics. (See CCSS
AppendixB for examples of grade-level knowledge demands.) OZ) some
Textsets also addressawide variety of studentinterests, and
arelikelyto foster independent reading.
@1) weak

1b. Textsets include a diverse range of high quality, culturally-  Text that were chosen may be new to students O) extensive
responsive and appropriate topics and themes. Textsfrom

diverse culturesreflectthe same high-quality featuresthat 03) sufficient
are demanded of all texts.

@2) some
Ol) weak

ELA/LITERACY GRADE-LEVEL INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS EVALUATION TOOL: QUALITY REVIEW GRADE 3 4



http://www.corestandards.org/assets/Appendix_B.pdf

http://www.corestandards.org/assets/Appendix_B.pdf

http://www.corestandards.org/assets/Appendix_B.pdf



GUIDING STATEMENTS SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXT/MATERIALS
1c. Materials include arich and diverse sampling of literary Materials and text choices support a given theme - doesn't
texts including, but not limited to: support our science and SS standards

» Fables, folktales, and myths from diverse cultures

 Stories, drama, and poetry
» Multiple stories by the same author

1d.The range of informational texts include selections
that:

» Present historical events

» Describe technical procedures

» Present scientific ideas or concepts

» Containrelevantvisual representations of information
Contain at least two texts on the same topic

le. Student reading materials contain a range of
increasingly challenging selections that allow teachers to
build students’ ability to comprehend complex text and
expand vocabulary throughout the school year.

OVERALLRATING: O 4)extensive evidence O 3) sufficient evidence @ 2) some evidence O 1) weak evidence

SUMMARY STATEMENT (Explain why the materials received this overall rating):
Materials are geared for themes that are not in our standards. Questions given whole group.

EVIDENCE
RATING

04) extensive
O 3) sufficient

OZ) some

O 3) sufficient
@ 2) some

O 1) weak
O4) extensive

O 3) sufficient
@ 2) some
O 1) weak

ELA/LITERACY GRADE-LEVEL INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS EVALUATION TOOL: QUALITY REVIEW GRADE 3





ALIGNMENT CRITERION Il. QUESTIONS AND TASKS SUPPORT STUDENT LEARNING

Questions posed to students in the materials under review should support student learning in building reading comprehension, in
finding and producing the textual evidence to support responses, and in developing grade-level academic language and domain-
specific words and phrases. Text for grade three students must include text-dependent questions that require the use of higher order
thinking skills. There should be a range of questions that require students to attend to the author’s language as his/her vehicle for
conveying meaning, as well as to support specific inferences with explicit details from the text. Most questions should require

that the student refer to the text in several places in order to devise an answer—rather than asking only literal, “right there” types of
guestions—and should also require the student to begin comparing texts, authors, and opinions (CCSS).

GUIDING STATEMENTS SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXT/MATERIALS E;/qEEchE

Liersinie aid [armarfeme] e So much teaching is done whole group will lose students (O extensive
2a. Key Ideas and Details. Questions and tasks require
students to explicitly attend to the text, including, but OB) sufficient
not limited to:
» Asking and answering questions to demonstrate

understanding of atext, referring to the text as the basis @ 2) some

for answers
» Recounting stories, including fables, folktales, and myths

from diverse cultures O 1) weak

» Determining the central message,theme,or idea ofa
text, recounting key supporting details

» Describing the characters in a story and explaining how
their actions contribute to the sequence of events

+ Describingthe relationship between a series of historical
events, scientific concepts, or steps in technicalprocedures

» Make inferences

ELA/LITERACY GRADE-LEVEL INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS EVALUATION TOOL: QUALITY REVIEW GRADE 3 6
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GUIDING STATEMENTS SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXT/MATERIALS

2b. Craft and Structure. Questions and tasks require students
to explicitly attend to the text, including, but notlimited to:

» Determining the meaning of words and phrasesusedin
atext, including generalacademic and domain-specific
words, and distinguishing literal from nonliteral language

* Referring to parts of stories, dramas, or poems, using terms
suchaschapter,scene,andstanza,andhowthe partsbuild
on earlier sections

* Distinguishing their own point of view fromthat of
the author, narrator, or characters in a text

* Using text featuresandsearchtools such askeywords
and side bars

2c. Integration of Knowledge and Ideas. Questions and tasks
require studentsto explicitly attend to the text, including,
but not limitedto:

» Comparingand contrastingthe mostimportantpoints
and details presented in two texts on the same topic
» Comparing and contrasting the themes, settings, and
plots of stories
* Explaining how specific aspects of atext’s
illustrations contribute to what is described in
words
* Using information gained from illustrations

L -

OVERALLRATING: O 4)extensive evidence O 3)sufficient evidence @ 2) some evidence O 1) weak evidence

SUMMARY STATEMENT (Explain why the materials received this overall rating):
Whole group teaching is the main instruction this doesn't support all student learning.

EVIDENCE
RATING

04) extensive
O 3) sufficient

@ 2) some
O 1) weak

64) extensive
(O 3) sufficient
(®)2) some
O 1 weak

ELA/LITERACY GRADE-LEVEL INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS EVALUATION TOOL: QUALITY REVIEW GRADE 3





ALIGNMENT CRITERIONIII. WRITINGTOSOURCESANDRESEARCH

The writing standards for each grade level highlight distinctive expectations about student writing. For details on grade-level writing
expectations and writing exemplars for grade three, see the Common Core State Standards for English Language Arts and Literacy.
The metrics below show key characteristics to look for in your review of materials.

GUIDING STATEMENTS SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXT/MATERIALS El\éIADCEII\II\ICCE
3a. Writing assignments are explicitly connected to what Not enough student choice 04) extensive
students are reading, and routinely include writing over
shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) and -
extended time frames (for research, reflection, and revision) O 3) sufficient
for a range of discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and
audiences. @ 2) some

O 1) weak
3b. Text-dependent questions generally create the foundation 04) extensive
for students to address culminating writing tasks,

Teveer O 3) sufficient
« Writing opinion pieces ontopics or texts, supporting a
point of view with reasons
 Writing informative/explanatory texts to examine atopic @ 2) some
and convey ideas and information clearly
e Writing narratives to develop real or imagined
experiences or events using effective technique, O 1) weak
descriptive details, and clear sequences of events
3c.Reading materials can serve as models to explore 04) extensive
writer’s craft, demonstrate use of domain-specific words and
phrases, and support student production of grade-level 03) sufficient

narrative, informational, and opinion writing.

@ 2) some
O 1) weak

ELA/LITERACY GRADE-LEVEL INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS EVALUATION TOOL: QUALITY REVIEW GRADE 3 8
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EVIDENCE

GUIDING STATEMENTS SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXT/MATERIALS RATING

3d. Materialsinclude explicit supporttoteachers, either Provides graphic organizers that are easy to understand 04) extensive
intheteacher’sedition or classroom materials, forwriting

instruction linked to the grade three writing O 3) sufficient
standards, including:

» Producing writing in which the development
and organization are appropriate to the task and @ 2) some
purpose
* Developing and strengthening writing by planning, revising,
and editing O 1) weak
* Using technology to produce and publish writing, as well
as to interact and collaborate with others

Materials should also guide the teaching of specific
components of grade three writing standards 1-3 (See CCSS).

3e. Materials provide opportunities and resourcesfor Has organized writing units to content domains OA') extensive
students to conduct shortresearch projects that build
knowledge about a topic, including: @ 3) sufficient
» Recalling information from experiences
» Gatheringinformation from printand digital sources
 Takingbriefnotes on sourcesand sorting evidence O 2) some
into provided categories
O 1) weak

OVERALLRATING: O4)extensive evidence OS) sufficient evidence @2) some evidence Ol) weak evidence

SUMMARY STATEMENT (Explain why the materials received this overall rating):
Although it has some good graphic organizers, most writing assignments are very directed limiting student choice.

ELA/LITERACY GRADE-LEVEL INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS EVALUATION TOOL: QUALITY REVIEW GRADE 3 9
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ALIGNMENT CRITERION IV: FOUNDATIONAL SKILLS

Materials provide guidance and support for explicit and systematic instruction and diagnostic support in grade-level phonics,
vocabulary development, syntax, and reading fluency. Students must be able to recognize and pronounce words fluently in order
to focus on the major goal of reading, which is comprehension. Effective foundational skills instruction in grade three includes an
explicit and systematic focus on phonics and practice in applying phonics for students who are struggling. Building word analysis

skills and fluency must also be contextualized within the materials.

GUIDING STATEMENTS SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXT/MATERIALS

EVIDENCE
RATING

4a. Materials provide teachers with guidance and supportfor
explicitand systematicinstruction ofthe grade three Reading
Standards for Foundational Skills, including phonics, word
analysis, and reading with fluency to support
comprehension.

(Referto CCSS, Appendix Afortheresearchdetailing the
advancement of foundational skills in reading.)

4b. Materials include avariety of opportunities for students ~ Vocabulary is strong. Word analysis and decoding skills listed
to develop and apply word analysis and decoding lessons hard to know overall sScope and sequence and if it is

skills, including: sufficient

e Understanding grade-level vocabulary

¢ |dentifying and knowing the meaning of most
common prefixes and derivational suffixes

o Decoding words with common Latin suffixes

e Understanding multisyllabic wordsin context
and out of context

o Reading grade-appropriate irregularly-spelled
words

e Self-correctingusingwordrecognition skills
and context to confirm understanding

OA) extensive
03) sufficient

ELA/LITERACY GRADE-LEVEL INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS EVALUATION TOOL: QUALITY REVIEW GRADE 3

10



http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RF/3/

http://www.corestandards.org/assets/Appendix_A.pdf



GUIDING STATEMENTS SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXT/MATERIALS

4c. Materials provide regular practice in reading grade-level Too much whole group and partner reading to meet this
prose and poetry with accuracy, atan appropriate rate, and statement.
with appropriate expression.

4d. Materials guide studentsinreading grade-level texts with
purpose and understanding, making frequent connections
between the acquisition of foundational skills and access
to the meaning of texts (including a set of text-dependent
or text-specific questions to check for understanding).

OVERALLRATING: O4)extensive evidence O 3) sufficient evidence @2) some evidence Ol) weak evidence

SUMMARY STATEMENT (Explain why the materials received this overall rating):
| couldn't find an overall scope and sequence to effectively evaluate.

EVIDENCE
RATING

O 4) extensive
O 3) sufficient
O 2) some

@ 1) weak

()% extensive
(O 3) sufficient
(® 2 some
@ 1) weak

ELA/LITERACY GRADE-LEVEL INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS EVALUATION TOOL: QUALITY REVIEW GRADE 3
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ALIGNMENT CRITERION V: LANGUAGE

The Common Core State Standards for language focus on ensuring that students gain adequate mastery of a range of language skills
and applications. Students are expected to meet each year’s grade-specific standards and retain or further develop skills, knowledge,

and vocabulary gained in preceding grades (CCSS).

GUIDING STATEMENTS SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXT/MATERIALS

EVIDENCE
RATING

Conventions of Standard English

5a. There is evidence that grade-level grammar and

conventions are addressed using an integrated and

contextualized approach in daily instruction. Materials and

tasks in grade three are designed to help build student

understanding and use of:

* Nouns (abstract, regular, and irregular)

* Possessive pronouns

* Regular and irregular verbs, andthe simple verbtenses

» Comparative and superlative adjectivesand adverbs

+ Coordinating and subordinating conjunctions inwriting
compound and complex sentences

e Commas (such asin addresses and with quotationsin
dialogue)

* Correct spelling and capitalization, applying knowledge of
spelling patterns and generalizations in writing
words

04) extensive

Knowledge of Language This is a speaking and listening program so language is

: . . r .
5b. The materials support instruction on: addressed

» Choosingwords and phrases for effect

» Recognizing differences between the conventions of
spoken and written English

(O extensive
(®)3) sufficient
OZ) some
O1) weak

ELA/LITERACY GRADE-LEVEL INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS EVALUATION TOOL: QUALITY REVIEW GRADE 3
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GUIDING STATEMENTS SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXT/MATERIALS

Vocabulary Acquisition and Use

5c.Thematerials provide context,support,and strategies

for developing vocabulary acquisition skills, including:

* Using sentence-levelcontext clues to unlock the
meaning of words

» Using affixesand roots as cluestothe meaning of
words

 Consulting glossaries or beginning dictionaries to
determine the meaning of words

5d. The materials provide embedded opportunities for Words are
students b encounterand develop an understanding of
word relationships and nuancesinword meanings.

OVERALLRATING: O 4)extensive evidence @3) sufficient evidence O 2) some evidence

SUMMARY STATEMENT (Explain why the materials received this overall rating):

This is a language program.

This is addressed in whole group lessons.

Ol) weak evidence

EVIDENCE
RATING

04) extensive
(®) 3) sufficient
O 2) some
O 1) weak

04) extensive
@ 3) sufficient
(O 2) some
O 1) weak

ELA/LITERACY GRADE-LEVEL INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS EVALUATION TOOL: QUALITY REVIEW GRADE 3
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ALIGNMENT CRITERIONVI: SPEAKINGAND LISTENING

To be CCSS-aligned, speaking and listening must be integrated into lessons, items, and tasks. These must reflect a progression of
communication skills required for eventual college- and career-readiness, as outlined in the standards. If grade three students are
able to listen to others, discuss what they are learning, and voice their own confusion or misunderstandings, their learning
becomes deeper and more meaningful. They are exposed, at this level, to points of view that may differ from their own, and they
learn how to agree and disagree, express their own thoughts, and ask questions when they don’t understand or need more
clarification (CCSS).

GUIDING STATEMENTS

SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXT/MATERIALS

EVIDENCE
RATING

6a.Comprehension and Collaboration. Materials
provide a language framework that guides student
participation in academic conversations, including the
ability to:

Come to a discussion prepared

Follow agreed upon rules/roles

Pose and respond to specific questions to clarify or follow
up oninformation

Review key ideas and explain their own ideas
Differentiate between contexts forformal English

and situations where informal discourse is

appropriate

Useaccurate, grade-appropriate conversational, general
academic,and domain-specificwordsand phrases

OA) extensive

ELA/LITERACY GRADE-LEVEL INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS EVALUATION TOOL: QUALITY REVIEW GRADE 3
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GUIDING STATEMENTS SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXT/MATERIALS

6b.Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas. Materials provide
a language framework for student planning of effective
presentations, focusing on:

» Howtoreportonatopicusingevidencetopresent
findings from their research

» Howto tell a story or recount an experience

* Howto use appropriate facts and relevant details to
support ideas

» Howto speakin complete sentences when appropriate to
the task and situation

OVERALLRATING: O 4)extensive evidence @3) sufficient evidence O 2) some evidence

SUMMARY STATEMENT (Explain why the materials received this overall rating):
This is a speaking and listening program.

O 1) weak evidence

EVIDENCE
RATING

04) extensive
@ 3) sufficient
O 2) some

O 1) weak

ELA/LITERACY GRADE-LEVEL INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS EVALUATION TOOL: QUALITY REVIEW GRADE 3
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ALIGNMENT CRITERION VII: SCAFFOLDING AND SUPPORTS

While scaffolds are not a part of the standards themselves, it is important to support teachers in meeting the needs of the range of
students in their classrooms. In order to meet the reading, speaking, and writing needs of all grade three students, the materials
must include supports for students to comprehend texts at the grades three through five-complexity band as required, and at the
high end of this complexity band with scaffolding. Supports and scaffolds should draw students back to the text and provide
strategies for vocabulary acquisition. All scaffolding and support requires ongoing formal and informal assessments that provide
multiple opportunities for students to demonstrate their proficiency and inform instruction.

Scaffolding is not just intended for struggling students, but also for students who are ready for above grade-level work. As text
complexity increases and tasks get increasingly challenging, the need for appropriate scaffolds for above grade-level access is

equally important (CCSS).

GUIDING STATEMENTS

7a. The texts promote differentiated instruction and
instructional conversations about text to support student
learning of:

» Academic language
e Linguistic frames
* Repeated grammatical structures and language

SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXT/MATERIALS

Supports language.

EVIDENCE
RATING

04) extensive
O 3) sufficient

@ 2) some
O 1) weak

7b. The materials include student supports such as:

» Multiple digital and media versions of texts

lllustrations

Graphs andcharts

Maps and photographs

* Visual cues/notes that draw attention to words in
the text thatsignalsequenceoroffercluestomeaning
(suchas where, when, and how key events occur)

04) extensive
(O 3 sufficient
O 2) some
@ 1) weak

ELA/LITERACY GRADE-LEVEL INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS EVALUATION TOOL: QUALITY REVIEW GRADE 3

16



http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/



GUIDING STATEMENTS SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXT/MATERIALS

7c. The materialsaredesignedto support teacher
instruction by use of:

* Explicit instructional directions accompanied by materials
that are clearly aligned to stated goals and objectives
that build student abilityto read and comprehendgrade-
level text.

« Strategies to gradually increase difficulty as students’
comprehension skills strengthen

» Strategiesto supportstudentacquisition of
knowledge supporting specific common core
standards

* Clear and detailed teacher directions and guidance
for introducing new concepts and skills

» Clear guidance for documenting student progress
toward meeting grade-level standards

7d.The materials provide support for student
learning throughvaryingmodalities (i.e., thereare
provisionsfor print, digital, and other multimedia sources
forinformation attainment).

EVIDENCE
RATING

04) extensive
O 3) sufficient
@ 2) some

O 1) weak

O4) extensive
O 3) sufficient
O 2) some

@ 1) weak

ELA/LITERACY GRADE-LEVEL INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS EVALUATION TOOL: QUALITY REVIEW GRADE 3
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GUIDING STATEMENTS SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXT/MATERIALS SYIBEGE

RATING
7e. The materials include assessments along with: 04) extensive
» Suggestions for next steps to address a spectrum of

performancelevels and needs based on assessmentresults 03) sufficient

» Opportunities for students to demonstrate their expertise
through the use of performance tasks

 Pieces of challenging and complete textthatcan be @2) some
used to assessstudentunderstandingand next
instructional steps

* Reading selections and questions that progressin alogical Ol) weak
sequence for gradual release?

» Enrichmenttasksfor students who are ontargetfor
meeting grade-level expectations

» Steps to take when evidence suggests that students
are starting to fallbehind

OVERALLRATING: 704)extensive evidence OS) sufficient evidence @ 2) some evidence O 1) weak evidence

SUMMARY STATEMENT (Explain why the materials received this overall rating):
This program scaffolds the read alouds wonderfully, but there is not enough time for student reading, choice writing, or supports.

1 Gradual release: scaffolding of instruction so that students develop the ability to read and complete tasks and assignments independently and proficiently.

ELA/LITERACY GRADE-LEVEL INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS EVALUATION TOOL: QUALITY REVIEW GRADE 3 18






Textbook and Instructional Material Evaluation Rubric Form-
English Language Arts

Instructional materials are designed for use by students and teachers as a learning resource for students to acquire

essential knowledge, skills, abilities, and dispositions. This includes print and non-print materials, including
comprehensive/core textbooks, supplemental materials, Web-based and electronic textbooks, and assessments.

Title: Amplify Author(s): Publisher(s): Core Knowledge
Copyright Date: Subject/Grade Level: 3

Student ISBN:

Teacher Edition ISBN:

Instructions: Use the tables below to determine if the Textbook or Instructional material meets each criteria.

Organization
Criteria 2 1 C i
Meets | Inadequate omments
1. Material provides a useful table of
contents, glossary, supplemental pages, and X
index.
2. Layout is consistent; chapters/units are
arranged logically; and allow access through X

multiple modalities.

3. Teacher edition contains interesting
introductions and a list of prerequisites skills X
for each chapter.

4. Material contains examples, explanations, X
and/or online resources to the depth and
breadth of the Nevada Academic Content
Standards.

Many topics are not aligned with our
science and social studies

5. Information is accurate, current, and X
research-based.

6. Focus of academic and domain specific

vocabulary is prevalent throughout reading, X Not enough time on reading and writing
writing, listening, and speaking.

7. Size and format of print is appropriate. X

8. Format is visually appealing & interesting.

9. Material provides Smarter Balanced

performance-based tasks.

X
assessment type questions and/or X
10. Electronic and interactive format X

available.
Other:
Total Organization: 13
English Language Arts Content
1
Nevada Department of Education July 2, 2013 Textbook and Instructional Material Adoption Form
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Criteria

Meets

Inadequate

L Comments

11. Materials focus on the knowledge, skills, and
abilities (KSASs) appropriate to the grade level.

12. Material demonstrates coherence and rigor of
KSAs appropriate to grade level.

13. Real-world applications are relevant to the
students.

X | X | X

14. Information and directions are clearly written and
explained.

15. Tasks are aligned to the anchor standards of the
Nevada Academic Content Standards.

16. Non-text content (maps, graphs, pictures, etc.) are
accurate, authentic, and well integrated into the
instructional material.

17. Lessons/tasks are interdisciplinary when
appropriate.

18. Tasks apply to the diversity of students and their
abilities, interests, and learning styles.

19. Questions and tasks encourage the development
and application of higher-level thinking skills.

20. Teacher edition includes questioning strategies
and/or questions to check for understanding at all
Depth of Knowledge (DOK) levels.

21. Teacher edition includes formative
assessment/evaluation tools and processes.

22. Material adheres to the text complexity at each
grade level outlined by the Nevada Academic Content
Standards.

23. Material provides access to or demonstrates
concepts in multiple ways, allowing for a variety of
student responses.

24. Tasks have a purpose, aligned to a skill or concept
at grade level.

25. Range and quality of text at each grade level is
addressed with a well-balanced representation of
literary and informational texts.

26. Material includes application of skills and
concepts at grade level.

27. Material makes it clear that student writing is a
key task (argument, informative, response to audience
and purpose, short focused research).

28. Content includes 21 Century skill development
such as collaboration, creative thinking, and problem

XX | [ X [ X X[ X XXX X |X

solving.
Other:
Total ELA Content Criteria: 22
Inclusion
Nevada Department of Education July 2, 2013 Textbook and Instructional Material Adoption Form
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Criteria

2 1

Meets | Inadequate

Comments

29. Material reflects a variety of ways to
differentiate instruction and model content to
support all learners.

X

30. Material reflects sensitivity with regard
to gender, race/ethnicity, religion, socio-
economic status, intellectual, and physical
abilities.

31. Material includes access to a multilingual
glossary.

32. Material provides resources for students
with disabilities and English Language
Learners aligned to grade level content.

33. Material is available for students with
visual impairments via a NIMAS file on the
NIMAC system.

X
X
X

Other:

Total Inclusion Criteria:

Alignment

Criteria

2 1

Meets | Inadequate Comments

34. Material content aligns to
district/organization curriculum.

X

35. Material content aligns with college and
career readiness skills (Nevada Academic
Content Standards).

36. Material is a useful resource in preparing
students to meet the requirements of the
Nevada Academic Content Standards and
statewide assessments.

Other:

Total Alignment Criteria:

Total Score for ELA Textbook or Instructional Material: 44
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COMPONENT 1: TEXT COMPLEXITY

The guiding statements provided in this section will examine text complexity in order to differentiate quality and richness among the
texts WCSD is considering for adoption. To address the grade three standards, the submitted materials need to create the conditions
for rich and robust discussion and writing for ALL students (struggling readers, students with identified academic disabilities,

English Learners, students who are performing at grade level, and advanced students).

GUIDING STATEMENTS

Literature and Informational Text

Cla. The texts presentrich and embedded relationships
between and among characters, ideas, and concepts that
are conveyed through masterful style and structure. (See
exemplars in CCSS, Appendix B.)

C1b.The materials consistentlyinclude short, challenging,and
complete texts that contain rich content, ideas, and academic
language worthy of close reading. (See exemplarsin CCSS,
Appendix B.)

SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXT/MATERIALS

Rich language is used in all of the 3rd grade materials., The
Wind and the Willows is a classic children's story which
introduces words, phrases, and sayings which create
opportunities for many discussions, such as: "farewell", "spring
cleaning", Home Sweet Home. The science lessons in
Classification of Animals spirals knowledge about the animal
kingdoms and classifying words which leads children along the
path to understanding the differences in animals and how and
why scientists classify animals.

EVIDENCE
RATING

@4) extensive
(O 3) sufficient
O 2) some

O 1) weak

()4 extensive
@ 3) sufficient
O 2) some
O v weak

ELA/LITERACY GRADE-LEVEL INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS EVALUATION TOOL: QUALITY REVIEW GRADE 3
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Clc.Thematerialsconsistentlyprovideopportunitiesto The units are diverse but are built on knowledge gained from @4) extensive

read both literary and informational texts in the gradesthree previous grade Ievgls. They range fro!'n. classic literature to the
throughfive4e>¢oonp|e>dyband with scaffolding as needed at human body to ancient Rome to the Vikings. The readers tend 03) sufficient
the high end of the range. to scaffold up rather than down.
OZ) some
O 1) weak
C1d. Materials provide instructional content and strategies Each lesson includes new vocab. which enhance the reading ‘@4) extensive
for grade-level vocabulary acquisition. and comprehension of the lessons. The ckla has a website to

access the vocabulary words with pictures to use as a reference 03) sufficient
for the class.

O 2) some
O 1) weak

OVERALLRATING: @ 4)extensive evidence O 3) sufficient evidence O 2) some evidence Ol) weak evidence

SUMMARY STATEMENT (Explain why the materials received this overall rating):
| am familiar with this program and have found it to be exceptional in it's content.

ELA/LITERACY GRADE-LEVEL INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS EVALUATION TOOL: QUALITY REVIEW GRADE 3 3





COMPONENT 2: QUESTIONS AND TASKS

At least 80% of all questions in the submission are high-quality text-dependent and text-specific questions. The overwhelming
majority of these questions reference specific text and draw student attention to the text they are reading. Text-dependent questions

that address the grade three standards will be described in greater depth in Alignment Criterion 1.

ALIGNMENT CRITERION|: RANGE AND QUALITY OF TEXTS

Materials must reflect a wide range of text types and genres, as required by the standards. In grade three, and across all other grade
levels, there should be ample texts on topics that can support sustained study. Knowledge built at one grade level should be expanded
in other grade levels. Topics should take into account individual student academic needs and interests in order to foster independent

reading. It is also imperative that the included topics and themes are compelling enough to read multiple times and are aligned to

district needs. Pay particular attention to the guidance provided in Appendix B of the Common Core State Standards.

GUIDING STATEMENTS SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXT/MATERIALS

Literature and Informational Text

la.The range of materials, both print and digital,
allows teachers and students to explore content that
coherently and systematically builds knowledge and
vocabulary across subjects,themes, and topics. (See CCSS
AppendixB for examples of grade-level knowledge demands.)
Textsets also addressawide variety of studentinterests, and
arelikelyto foster independent reading.

1b. Textsets include a diverse range of high quality, culturally-
responsive and appropriate topics and themes. Textsfrom
diverse culturesreflectthe same high-quality featuresthat
are demanded of all texts.

EVIDENCE
RATING

04) extensive

O 1) weak
04) extensive

03) sufficient
OZ) some
Ol) weak

ELA/LITERACY GRADE-LEVEL INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS EVALUATION TOOL: QUALITY REVIEW GRADE 3
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GUIDING STATEMENTS

1c. Materials include arich and diverse sampling of literary
texts including, but not limited to:

» Fables, folktales, and myths from diverse cultures

» Stories, drama, and poetry
» Multiple stories by the same author

1d.The range of informational texts include selections
that:

* Present historical events

* Describe technical procedures

» Present scientific ideas or concepts

» Containrelevantvisual representations of information
Contain at least two texts on the same topic

le. Student reading materials contain a range of
increasingly challenging selections that allow teachers to
build students’ ability to comprehend complex text and
expand vocabulary throughout the school year.

EVIDENCE

SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXT/MATERIALS RATING

The Ancient Rome unit compares and contrasts the cultures of 04) extensive
the ancient Romans and the Greeks. It includes many myths
such as the brother Romulus and Remus and how some @3) sufficient
believed the name of the city of Rome came about.
There is a fluency component which offers poems to be read
and reread for fluency. | did not find multiple stories by the same OZ) some
author but | did find a reading reference list which lists books on

O 1) weak

the same topic.

This series has extensive information on each non-fiction topic @4) extensive
and includes 10+ lessons on each unit. The information

presented spirals both on the lessons recently taught and on O 3) sufficient
lessons taught in earlier grades. There are beautiful poster like

cards to show students which represent key characters, settings,

or concepts taught in the units. Oz) some
Ol) weak
The student reading materials do not provide the range of OA') extensive

abilities which are in a general ed. classroom. The readers are

geared to the high average to high. | do not find enough readers 03) sufficient
for other reading levels and certainly not for teaching guided

reading groups beyond those in the above sentence.

@ 2) some
O 1) weak

OVERALLRATING: O 4)extensive evidence O 3) sufficient evidence @ 2) some evidence O 1) weak evidence

SUMMARY STATEMENT (Explain why the materials received this overall rating):
FAlthough | do believe the overall concept of this series is excellent, | find a huge fault with the access to materials for the children to
read and for the teacher to use for leveled reading. | do love the knowledge base which this series provides.

ELA/LITERACY GRADE-LEVEL INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS EVALUATION TOOL: QUALITY REVIEW GRADE 3





ALIGNMENT CRITERION Il. QUESTIONS AND TASKS SUPPORT STUDENT LEARNING

Questions posed to students in the materials under review should support student learning in building reading comprehension, in

finding and producing the textual evidence to support responses, and in developing grade-level academic language and domain-
specific words and phrases. Text for grade three students must include text-dependent questions that require the use of higher order
thinking skills. There should be a range of questions that require students to attend to the author’s language as his/her vehicle for
conveying meaning, as well as to support specific inferences with explicit details from the text. Most questions should require

that the student refer to the text in several places in order to devise an answer—rather than asking only literal, “right there” types of
guestions—and should also require the student to begin comparing texts, authors, and opinions (CCSS).

GUIDING STATEMENTS

Literature and Informational Text

2a. Key Ideas and Details. Questions and tasks require

students to explicitly attend to the text, including, but

not limited to:

» Asking and answering questions to demonstrate
understanding of atext, referring to the text as the basis
for answers

» Recounting stories, including fables, folktales, and myths
from diverse cultures

» Determining the central message,theme,or idea ofa
text, recounting key supporting details

» Describing the characters in a story and explaining how
their actions contribute to the sequence of events

* Describingtherelationship between a series of historical
events, scientific concepts, or steps in technicalprocedures

» Make inferences

SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXT/MATERIALS

Each day's lesson includes follow-up questions which include a
variety levels of understanding. These include evaluative,
inferential, and literal. Students are given the opportunity to
relate their learning to themselves, their home life, and
experiences. Students are learn about character traits through
their interpretation of character's actions and thoughts, such as
in the Wind and the Willows. Through both verbal and written
activities children can describe and explain the character's
actions. In the Ancient Rome theme, children learn about the
origin of inventions that were made during that period of time
and still used today such as aqueducts and arches.

EVIDENCE
RATING

@4) extensive
O 3) sufficient

O 2) some
O 1) weak

ELA/LITERACY GRADE-LEVEL INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS EVALUATION TOOL: QUALITY REVIEW GRADE 3
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GUIDING STATEMENTS

2b. Craft and Structure. Questions and tasks require students
to explicitly attend to the text, including, but notlimited to:

» Determining the meaning of words and phrasesusedin
atext, including generalacademic and domain-specific
words, and distinguishing literal from nonliteral language

* Referring to parts of stories, dramas, or poems, using terms
suchaschapter,scene,andstanza,andhowthe partsbuild
on earlier sections

* Distinguishing their own point of view fromthat of
the author, narrator, or characters in a text

* Using text featuresandsearchtools such askeywords
and side bars

2c. Integration of Knowledge and Ideas. Questions and tasks
require studentsto explicitly attend to the text, including,
but not limitedto:

» Comparingand contrastingthe mostimportantpoints
and details presented in two texts on the same topic
» Comparing and contrasting the themes, settings, and
plots of stories
* Explaining how specific aspects of atext’s
illustrations contribute to what is described in
words
* Using information gained from illustrations

OVERALLRATING:

EVIDENCE
RATING

4) extensive

O 3) sufficient

@ 2) some
O 1) weak

SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXT/MATERIALS

In the student readers, important words are high-lighted and
there is a glossary provided. | find the students | teach are just
beginning to reference a source's information and using that in
their writing and discussions. My student's do not have
computer access during class time and therefore cannot use
search tools.

" . 4) extensive
There are opportunities to create a Venn Diagram to compare O )
and contrast concepts, characters, and themes. | feel the
illustrations are excellent and provide interesting, attractive, and @ 3) sufficient
thought-provoking additions to the text.

O 2) some

O 1) weak

L -

O 4)extensive evidence @ 3) sufficient evidence O 2) some evidence O 1) weak evidence

SUMMARY STATEMENT (Explain why the materials received this overall rating):

ELA/LITERACY GRADE-LEVEL INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS EVALUATION TOOL: QUALITY REVIEW GRADE 3





ALIGNMENT CRITERIONIII. WRITINGTOSOURCESANDRESEARCH

The writing standards for each grade level highlight distinctive expectations about student writing. For details on grade-level writing
expectations and writing exemplars for grade three, see the Common Core State Standards for English Language Arts and Literacy.
The metrics below show key characteristics to look for in your review of materials.

GUIDING STATEMENTS

3a. Writing assignments are explicitly connected to what
students are reading, and routinely include writing over
shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) and

extended time frames (for research, reflection, and revision)

for a range of discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and
audiences.

3b. Text-dependent questions generally create the foundation
for students to address culminating writing tasks,
including:

« Writing opinion pieces ontopics or texts, supporting a
point of view with reasons

« Writing informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic
and convey ideas and information clearly

e Writing narratives to develop real or imagined
experiences or events using effective technique,
descriptive details, and clear sequences of events

3c.Reading materials can serve as models to explore
writer’s craft, demonstrate use of domain-specific words and
phrases, and support student production of grade-level
narrative, informational, and opinion writing.

EVIDENCE
RATING

@4) extensive
O 3) sufficient

SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXT/MATERIALS

This writing program is explicitly connected to the themes.
There are both short and longer writing projects and lessons.
The program covers all of the standard bases writing forms
required in 3rd grade. These are narrative, opinion, and
informative writing.

| find the writing prompts and questions to be text dependent. @4) extensive
The opinion piece on the character traits of each animal in the

Wind in the Willows helps students develop their own thoughts 3 sufficient
on the traits of people they know. In the Native American theme, O ) suffici
students learn about the migration and cultures of many tribes

which settled in diverse areas of North America. The writing 2) some
gives them a way to introduce the reader of the student's writing

to a particular culture of one of the tribes. For example, the

student may discuss the religion, customs, clothing, food 1) weak

sources, housing of a native American tribe of their choosing.

The students do not all have access to leveled reading, so those ()% extensive
who are not able to read the readers have to rely on note taking

and memory to use for their writing. 03) sufficient
@ 2) some

O 1) weak

ELA/LITERACY GRADE-LEVEL INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS EVALUATION TOOL: QUALITY REVIEW GRADE 3
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EVIDENCE

GUIDING STATEMENTS SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXT/MATERIALS RATING

3d. Materialsinclude explicit supporttoteachers, either The writing program looks to be complete. The teacher's @4) extensive
intheteacher’seditionor classroom materials, forwriting manual has extensive instruction on how to teach the writing

instruction I_inked to the grade three writing standards. O 3) sufficient
standards, including:

» Producing writing in which the development
and organization are appropriate to the task and O 2) some
purpose
* Developing and strengthening writing by planning, revising,
and editing O 1) weak
* Using technology to produce and publish writing, as well
as to interact and collaborate with others

Materials should also guide the teaching of specific
components of grade three writing standards 1-3 (See CCSS).

3e. Materials provide opportunities and resources for Without computer access, | don't see enough material for 04) extensive
students to conduct short research projects that build resources for student writing. | would have my students take
knowledge about a topic, including: notes from the read aloud to use as reference for their writing. O 3) sufficient

» Recalling information from experiences
» Gatheringinformation from printand digital sources
 Takingbriefnotes on sourcesand sorting evidence @ 2) some
into provided categories
O 1) weak

OVERALLRATING: O4)extensive evidence @3) sufficient evidence OZ) some evidence Ol) weak evidence

SUMMARY STATEMENT (Explain why the materials received this overall rating):
| I like the writing program and feel that it would work. Again, | don't see resource access for my students.

ELA/LITERACY GRADE-LEVEL INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS EVALUATION TOOL: QUALITY REVIEW GRADE 3 9
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ALIGNMENT CRITERION IV: FOUNDATIONAL SKILLS

Materials provide guidance and support for explicit and systematic instruction and diagnostic support in grade-level phonics,
vocabulary development, syntax, and reading fluency. Students must be able to recognize and pronounce words fluently in order
to focus on the major goal of reading, which is comprehension. Effective foundational skills instruction in grade three includes an
explicit and systematic focus on phonics and practice in applying phonics for students who are struggling. Building word analysis
skills and fluency must also be contextualized within the materials.

EVIDENCE

GUIDING STATEMENTS SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXT/MATERIALS RATING

4a. Materials provide teachers with guidance and supportfor ~ There is some support for teachers for reading instruction. This OA) extensive

explicitand systematicinstruction ofthe grade three Reading includes beginning of the year placement assessment, phonics
Standards for Foundational Skills, including phonics, word ~ cards and instruction, grammar, vocabulary, and spelling. The @3) sufficient

analysis, and reading with fluency to support vocabulary work is good. I'm thinking the spelling does not
comprehension. individualize enough and the teacher will have to supplement for
(RefertoCCSS, AppendixAfortheresearchdetailingthe  both the weak and strong speller. OZ) some

advancement of foundational skills in reading.)

4b. Materials include avariety of opportunitiesfor students  The 3rd grade level decoding instruction is appropriate. The OA) extensive
to develop and apply word analysis and decoding vocabulary instruction enhances and deepens the learning for all
skills, including: students. Instruction on decoding is included. Again, the O3 .
. . ) sufficient
students are not reading enough grade level materials for great

e Understanding grade-level vocabulary

¢ |dentifying and knowing the meaning of most instruction, comprehension, and fluency.

common prefixes and derivational suffixes @2) some
o Decoding words with common Latin suffixes
e Understanding multisyllabic wordsin context

and out of context O 1) weak
o Reading grade-appropriate irregularly-spelled

words

e Self-correctingusingwordrecognition skills
and context to confirm understanding

ELA/LITERACY GRADE-LEVEL INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS EVALUATION TOOL: QUALITY REVIEW GRADE 3 10
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EVIDENCE

GUIDING STATEMENTS SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXT/MATERIALS RATING
4c. Materials provide regular practice in reading grade-level Not eqough material provided for regular reading practice, 04) extensive
prose and poetry with accuracy, atan appropriaterate,and ~ €specially for the on and below grade level readers.
with appropriate expression. O 3) sufficient

@ 2) some
O 1) weak
4d. Materials guide studentsinreading grade-leveltextswith ~ There is limited material in the activity book. 04) extensive
purpose and understanding, making frequent connections
between the acquisition of foundational skills and access O 3) sufficient
to the meaning of texts (including a set of text-dependent

or text-specific questions to check for understanding).

@ 2) some
O 1) weak

OVERALLRATING: O4)extensive evidence O 3) sufficient evidence @2) some evidence Ol) weak evidence

SUMMARY STATEMENT (Explain why the materials received this overall rating):
lil do not feel this progra is strong enough to teach the acquisition of reading skills required to drive reading growth.

ELA/LITERACY GRADE-LEVEL INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS EVALUATION TOOL: QUALITY REVIEW GRADE 3 11





ALIGNMENT CRITERION V: LANGUAGE

The Common Core State Standards for language focus on ensuring that students gain adequate mastery of a range of language skills
and applications. Students are expected to meet each year’s grade-specific standards and retain or further develop skills, knowledge,
and vocabulary gained in preceding grades (CCSS).

GUIDING STATEMENTS SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXT/MATERIALS Egg—ﬁ\:\%
Conventions of Standard English | find the activity books do address the basics of reading skills 04) extensive

but are not have enough depth to address the needs of many
3rd grade readers. The tasks hit each standard but | do not find O 3) sufficient
enough repetition and review of the skills.

5a. There is evidence that grade-level grammar and
conventions are addressed using an integrated and
contextualized approach in daily instruction. Materials and
tasks in grade three are designed to help build student

understanding and use of: @2) some
» Nouns (abstract, regular, and irregular)

* Possessive pronouns

« Regular and irregular verbs, andthe simpleverbtenses Ol) weak

» Comparative and superlative adjectivesand adverbs

+ Coordinating and subordinating conjunctions inwriting
compound and complex sentences

e Commas (such asin addresses and with quotationsin
dialogue)

* Correct spelling and capitalization, applying knowledge of
spelling patterns and generalizations in writing

words
Knowledge of Language | do find the materials help the teacher to discuss phrases and @4) extensive
5p. The materials support instruction on: English conventions. There are many opportunities to teach and

' PP ' discuss the differences in spoken and written English. O 3) suffici
» Choosingwords and phrases for effect ) sufficient

» Recognizing differences between the conventions of
spoken and written English OZ) some

O 1) weak

ELA/LITERACY GRADE-LEVEL INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS EVALUATION TOOL: QUALITY REVIEW GRADE 3 12
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GUIDING STATEMENTS

Vocabulary Acquisition and Use

5c.Thematerials provide context,support,and strategies

for developing vocabulary acquisition skills, including:

* Using sentence-levelcontext clues to unlock the
meaning of words

» Using affixesand roots as cluestothe meaning of
words

 Consulting glossaries or beginning dictionaries to
determine the meaning of words

5d. The materials provide embedded opportunities for
students b encounterand develop an understanding of
word relationships and nuancesinword meanings.

OVERALLRATING: O 4)extensive evidence @3) sufficient evidence O 2) some evidence

SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXT/MATERIALS

| feel the materials do provide vocabulary acquistion skills

instruction by teaching a variety of strategies to understand new

words. There are opportunities in the activity books and in the
vocabulary lessons to help the students develop strategies for

vocabulary instruction.

Depending on the theme, students are exposed to word

relationships and nuances in meanings.

SUMMARY STATEMENT (Explain why the materials received this overall rating):

Ol) weak evidence

EVIDENCE
RATING

4) extensive

@ 3) sufficient
O 2) some
O 1) weak

(4 extensive
@ 3) sufficient
(O 2) some
O 1 weak

ELA/LITERACY GRADE-LEVEL INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS EVALUATION TOOL: QUALITY REVIEW GRADE 3
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ALIGNMENT CRITERIONVI: SPEAKINGAND LISTENING

To be CCSS-aligned, speaking and listening must be integrated into lessons, items, and tasks. These must reflect a progression of
communication skills required for eventual college- and career-readiness, as outlined in the standards. If grade three students are
able to listen to others, discuss what they are learning, and voice their own confusion or misunderstandings, their learning
becomes deeper and more meaningful. They are exposed, at this level, to points of view that may differ from their own, and they
learn how to agree and disagree, express their own thoughts, and ask questions when they don’t understand or need more

clarification (CCSS).
EVIDENCE
GUIDING STATEMENTS SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXT/MATERIALS RATING
There are ample opportunities for teacher and student-led ) extensive

6a.Comprehension and Collaboration. Materials
provide a language framework that guides student
participation in academic conversations, including the
ability to:

Come to a discussion prepared

Follow agreed upon rules/roles

Pose and respond to specific questions to clarify or follow
up oninformation

Review key ideas and explain their own ideas
Differentiate between contexts forformal English

and situations where informal discourse is

appropriate

Useaccurate, grade-appropriate conversational, general
academic,and domain-specificwordsand phrases

discussions. Teachers are encouraged to discuss whole class,
in small groups, and with partners.

ELA/LITERACY GRADE-LEVEL INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS EVALUATION TOOL: QUALITY REVIEW GRADE 3
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GUIDING STATEMENTS SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXT/MATERIALS EI\RCIECEI,\II\ICGE

6b. Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas. Materials provide | find there is just some evidence in the series. Ateacher's 4) extensive

a language framework for student planning of effective  Particular background makes a huge difference in whether or not

presentations, focusing on: students learn to recount a story since this is not often 03) sufficient
addressed in this series. The writing component does

encourage writing using specific examples, relevant details, and

complete sentences. @2) some

» Howtoreportonatopicusingevidencetopresent
findings from their research

» Howto tell a story or recount an experience

* Howto use appropriate facts and relevant details to
support ideas

 Howtospeakin complete sentences when appropriate to O 1) weak
the task and situation

OVERALLRATING: O 4)extensive evidence @3) sufficient evidence O 2) some evidence O 1) weak evidence

SUMMARY STATEMENT (Explain why the materials received this overall rating):

ELA/LITERACY GRADE-LEVEL INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS EVALUATION TOOL: QUALITY REVIEW GRADE 3
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ALIGNMENT CRITERION VII: SCAFFOLDING AND SUPPORTS

While scaffolds are not a part of the standards themselves, it is important to support teachers in meeting the needs of the range of
students in their classrooms. In order to meet the reading, speaking, and writing needs of all grade three students, the materials
must include supports for students to comprehend texts at the grades three through five-complexity band as required, and at the
high end of this complexity band with scaffolding. Supports and scaffolds should draw students back to the text and provide
strategies for vocabulary acquisition. All scaffolding and support requires ongoing formal and informal assessments that provide
multiple opportunities for students to demonstrate their proficiency and inform instruction.

Scaffolding is not just intended for struggling students, but also for students who are ready for above grade-level work. As text
complexity increases and tasks get increasingly challenging, the need for appropriate scaffolds for above grade-level access is

equally important (CCSS).
GUIDING STATEMENTS

7a. The texts promote differentiated instruction and
instructional conversations about text to support student
learning of:

» Academic language
e Linguistic frames
* Repeated grammatical structures and language

7b. The materials include student supports such as:
» Multiple digital and media versions of texts
lllustrations

Graphs andcharts

Maps and photographs

* Visual cues/notes that draw attention to words in

the text thatsignalsequenceoroffercluestomeaning

(suchas where, when, and how key events occur)

SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXT/MATERIALS EI\R/’I,E'EII\II\IC(“E
Although all students would be exposed to instructional 04) extensive
conversations, | do not feel there is enough specifics for a
teacher to support differentiated instruction. O 3) sufficient

@ 2) some
O 1) weak

| do not see multiple digital and media versions of the texts. 04) extensive
There are multiple illustrations which help the students visualize

and focus on the material. There are maps and charts available O 3) sufficient
for the read aloud and on small posters.

@ 2) some
O 1) weak

ELA/LITERACY GRADE-LEVEL INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS EVALUATION TOOL: QUALITY REVIEW GRADE 3
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GUIDING STATEMENTS SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXT/MATERIALS
7c. Thematerialsaredesignedto support teacher The series has excellent instructional directions for the teachers
instruction by use of: to accompany the read alouds and the readers. The themes all

« Explicit instructional directions accompanied by materials support student acquisition of kr?owledge allgngd W'th, our
that are clearly aligned to stated goals and objectives standards. | feel the weakness is the lack of differentiated

that build student abilityto read and comprehendgrade- materials and lack of guidance for documenting student progress

level text.
« Strategies to gradually increase difficulty as students’
comprehension skills strengthen

» Strategiesto supportstudentacquisition of
knowledge supporting specific common core
standards

* Clear and detailed teacher directions and guidance
for introducing new concepts and skills

» Clear guidance for documenting student progress
toward meeting grade-level standards

7d.The materials provide support for student
learning throughvaryingmodalities (i.e., thereare
provisionsfor print, digital, and other multimedia sources
forinformation attainment).

EVIDENCE
RATING

4) extensive

@ 3) sufficient

2) some

O 1) weak

04) extensive
O 3) sufficient
@ 2) some

O 1) weak

ELA/LITERACY GRADE-LEVEL INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS EVALUATION TOOL: QUALITY REVIEW GRADE 3
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GUIDING STATEMENTS

7e. The materials include assessments along with:

Suggestions for next steps to address a spectrum of
performancelevels and needs based on assessmentresults
Opportunities for students to demonstrate their expertise
through the use of performance tasks

Pieces of challenging and complete textthatcan be
used to assessstudentunderstandingand next
instructional steps

Reading selections and questions that progressin a logical
sequence for gradual release?

Enrichmenttasksfor students who are ontarget for
meeting grade-level expectations

Steps to take when evidence suggests that students

are starting to fallbehind

EVIDENCE

SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXT/MATERIALS RATING

| find the assessment materials to be weaker than those in some O“) extensive
programs. There are beginning, middle, and end of the year
assessments. There are daily opportunities for formative 03) sufficient
assessments. However, | do not see enough performance tasks
or enrichment tasks.

@2) some
Ol) weak

OVERALLRATING: 704)extensive evidence O?)) sufficient evidence @ 2) some evidence O 1) weak evidence

SUMMARY STATEMENT (Explain why the materials received this overall rating):
This series has some great strengths, especially in knowledge acquisiton and writing. | find it not strong enough in guided reading
group instruction. Differentiation for all levels of readers is critical and the guided reading for 3rd grade does not provide the materials
for the students of all levels.

1 Gradual release: scaffolding of instruction so that students develop the ability to read and complete tasks and assignments independently and proficiently.
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		SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXTMATERIALSLiterature and Informational Text C1a The texts present rich and embedded relationships between and among characters ideas and concepts that are conveyed through masterful sty l e and structure See exemplars in CCSS Appendix B: Rich language is used in all of the 3rd grade materials.,  The Wind and the Willows is a classic children's story which introduces words, phrases, and sayings which create opportunities for many discussions, such as: "farewell", "spring cleaning", Home Sweet Home.  The science lessons in Classification of Animals spirals knowledge about the animal kingdoms and classifying words which leads children along the path to understanding the differences in animals and how and why scientists classify animals.

		SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXTMATERIALSC1bThemater i alscons i stentlyincludeshortchal l engingand complete texts that contain rich content ideas and academ i c language worthy of close reading See exemplars in CCSS Appendix B: 

		C1cThematerialsconsistentlyprovideopportunitiesto read both l i terary and i nformationaltexts in the gradesthree throughfivetextcomp l exityband with scaffo l ding as needed at the high end of the range: The units are diverse but are built on knowledge gained from previous grade levels.  They range from classic literature to the human body to ancient Rome to the Vikings.  The readers tend to scaffold up rather than down.

		C1d Mater i als prov i de i nstruct i onal content and strategies for grade l evel vocabulary acquisition: Each lesson includes new vocab. which enhance the reading and comprehension of the lessons.  The ckla has a website to access the vocabulary words with pictures to use as a reference for the class.

		SUMMARY STATEMENT Explain why the materials received this overall rating: I am familiar with this program and have found it to be exceptional in it's content.

		SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXTMATERIALSLiterature and Informational Text 1aThe range of materials both print and digital allows teachers and students to explore content that coherently and systemat i ca l l y builds know l edge and vocabulary across subjectsthemesand topicsSee CCSS AppendixB for examples of grade l eve l know l edge demands Text sets a l so addressa wide variety of student i nterestsand arelikelyto foster independent reading: 

		SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXTMATERIALS1b Text sets include a diverse range of high quality culturally responsive and appropriate topicsand themes Textsfrom diverseculturesreflectthesamehighqualityfeaturesthat are demanded of all texts: 

		SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXTMATERIALS1c Materials include a rich and diverse sampling of l i terary texts including but not limited to  Fablesfolktales and myths from diversecultures  Stories drama and poetry  Multiple stories by the same author: The Ancient Rome unit compares and contrasts the cultures of the ancient Romans and the Greeks.  It includes many myths such as the brother Romulus and Remus and how some believed the name of the city of Rome came about.
There is a fluency component which offers poems to be read and reread for fluency.  I did not find multiple stories by the same author but I did find a reading reference list which lists books on the same topic.

		SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXTMATERIALS1dThe range of informational texts include selections that  Present historical events  Describe technical procedures  Present scientific ideas or concepts  Contain relevantvisual representations of information  Contain at least two texts on the same topic: This series has extensive information on each non-fiction topic and includes 10+ lessons on each unit.  The information presented spirals both on the lessons recently taught and on lessons taught in earlier grades.  There are beautiful poster like cards to show students which represent key characters, settings, or concepts taught in the units.

		SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXTMATERIALS1e Student reading materials contain a range of increasingly challenging selections that allow teachers to build students ability to comprehend complex text and expand vocabulary throughout the school year: The student reading materials do not provide the range of abilities which are in a general ed. classroom.  The readers are geared to the high average to high.  I do not find enough readers for other reading levels and certainly not for teaching guided reading groups beyond those in the above sentence.

		SUMMARY STATEMENT Explain why the materials received this overall rating_2: FAlthough I do believe the overall concept of this series is excellent, I find a huge fault with the access to materials for the children to read and for the teacher to use for leveled reading.  I do love the knowledge base which this series provides.

		SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXTMATERIALSLiterature and Informational Text 2a Key Ideas and Details Questions and tasks require students to explicitly attend to the text including but not limited to  Asking and answering questions to demonstrate understanding of a text referring to the text as the basis for answers  Recounting stor i es including fables folktales and myths from diversecultures  Determining the central messagethemeor idea ofa text recounting key supporting details  Describ i ng the characters in a story and explaining how their actions contribute tothe sequence of events  Describing the relationship between a series of historical events sc i ent i f i c concepts or steps i n technica l procedures  Make inferences: Each day's lesson includes follow-up questions which include a variety levels of understanding.   These include evaluative, inferential, and literal.  Students are given the opportunity to relate their learning to themselves, their home life, and experiences.  Students are learn about character traits through their interpretation of character's actions and thoughts, such as in the Wind and the Willows. Through both verbal and written activities children can describe and explain the character's actions.  In the Ancient Rome theme, children learn about the origin of inventions that were made during that period of time and still used today such as aqueducts and arches.

		SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXTMATERIALS2b Craft and Structure Questions and tasks require students to explicitlyattend tothe text including but not limited to  Determining the meaning of words and phrases used in atext including general academic and domainspecific words and distinguishing l i teral from nonliteral language  Referring to parts of stor i es dramas or poems us i ng terms suchaschaptersceneandstanzaandhowthepartsbuild on earlier sections  Distinguishing their own point of view from that of the author narrator or characters in a text  Using text featuresandsearchtools such as keywords and side bars: In the student readers, important words are high-lighted and there is a glossary provided.  I find the students I teach are just beginning to reference a source's information and using that in their writing and discussions.  My student's do not have computer access during class time and therefore cannot use search tools.  

		SUMMARY STATEMENT Explain why the materials received this overall rating_3: 

		SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXTMATERIALS3a Writing assignments are explicitly connected to what students are reading and routinely include writing over shorter time frames a single sitting or a day or two and extended time frames for research reflection and revision for a range of disciplinespecific tasks purposes and audiences: This writing program is explicitly connected to the themes.  There are both short and longer writing projects and lessons.  The program covers all of the standard bases writing forms required in 3rd grade.  These are narrative, opinion, and informative writing.

		SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXTMATERIALS3b Textdependent questions generally create the foundation for students to address culminating writing tasks including  Writing opinion pieces on topics or texts supporting a point of view with reasons  Writing informativeexplanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas and information clearly  Writing narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events us i ng effect i ve techn i que descr i pt i ve deta i l s and clear sequences of events: I find the writing prompts and questions to be text dependent.  The opinion piece on the character traits of each animal in the Wind in the Willows helps students develop their own thoughts on the traits of people they know.  In the Native American theme, students learn about the migration and cultures of many tribes which settled in diverse areas of North America.  The writing gives them a way to introduce the reader of the student's writing to a particular culture of one of the tribes.  For example, the student may discuss the religion, customs, clothing, food sources, housing of a native American tribe of their choosing.

		SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXTMATERIALS3cReading materials can serve as models to explore writers craft demonstrate use of domainspecific words and phrases and support student production of gradelevel narrative informational and opinion writing: The students do not all have access to leveled reading, so those who are not able to read the readers have to rely on note taking and memory to use for their writing.

		SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXTMATERIALS3d Materialsinclude explicit support toteachers either intheteacherseditionorclassroommaterialsforwriting instruction linked to the grade three writing standards including  Producing writing in which the development and organ i zat i on  are appropriate to the task and purpose  Developing and strengthening wr i ting by planning rev i s i ng and editing  Using technology to produce and publish writing as well as to interact and collaborate with others Materials should also guide the teaching of specific componentsof gradethree wr i tingstandards 13SeeCCSS: The writing program looks to be complete.  The teacher's manual  has extensive instruction on how to teach the writing standards.

		SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXTMATERIALS3eMaterialsprovide opportunities and resourcesfor students to conduct short research projects that build knowledge about a topic including  Recalling information from experiences  Gathering information from print and digital sources  Takingbriefnotes on sourcesand sorting evidence into provided categories: Without computer access, I don't see enough material for resources for student writing.  I would have my students take notes from the read aloud to use as reference for their writing.

		SUMMARY STATEMENT Explain why the materials received this overall rating_4:  I I like the writing program and feel that it would work.  Again, I don't see resource access for my students.

		SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXTMATERIALS4a Materials provide teachers with guidance and support for explicitandsystematicinstructionofthegradethreeReading Standards for Foundational Skills including phonics word analysis and reading with fluency to support comprehension RefertoCCSSAppendixAfortheresearchdetailingthe advancement of foundational skills in reading: There is some support for teachers for reading instruction.  This includes beginning of the year placement assessment, phonics cards and instruction, grammar, vocabulary, and spelling.  The vocabulary work is good.  I'm thinking the spelling does not individualize enough and the teacher will have to supplement for both the weak and strong speller.

		SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXTMATERIALS4b Materials include a variety of opportunities for students to develop and apply word analysis and decoding skills including  Understanding gradelevel vocabulary  Identifying and knowing the meaning of most common prefixes and derivational suffixes  Decoding words with common Latin suffixes  Understanding multisyllabic wordsin context and out of context  Reading gradeappropriate irregularlyspelled words  Selfcorrectingusingwordrecognition skills and context to confirm understanding: The 3rd grade level decoding instruction is appropriate.  The vocabulary instruction enhances and deepens the learning for all students.  Instruction on decoding is included.  Again, the students are not reading enough grade level materials for great instruction, comprehension, and fluency.

		SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXTMATERIALS4c Mater i als prov i de regular pract i ce in reading grade l evel prose and poetry with accuracy at an appropriate rate and with appropriateexpression: Not enough material provided for regular reading practice, especially for the on and below grade level readers.

		SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXTMATERIALS4d Materialsguide studentsinreading gradelevel texts with purpose and understanding making frequent connections between the acquisition of foundational skills and access to the meaning of texts including a set of textdependent or textspecific questions to check for understanding: There is limited material in the activity book.

		SUMMARY STATEMENT Explain why the materials received this overall rating_5: IiI do not feel this progra is strong enough to teach the acquisition of reading skills required to drive reading growth.

		SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXTMATERIALSConventions of Standard English 5a There is evidence that gradelevel grammar and conventions are addressed using an integrated and contextua l i zed approach i n dai l y i nstruct i on Mater i als and tasks in grade three are designed to help build student understanding and use of  Nouns abstract regular and irregular  Possessive pronouns  Regular and irregular verbsandthe simpleverbtenses  Comparativeandsuperlativeadjectivesandadverbs  Coordinating and subordinating conjunctions in wr i ting compound and complex sentences  Commas such as in addresses and with quotat i ons i n dialogue  Correct spel l i ng and capital i zat i on applying knowledgeof spelling patterns and generalizations in writing words: I find the activity books do address the basics of reading skills but are not have enough depth to address the needs of many 3rd grade readers.  The tasks hit each standard but I do not find enough repetition and review of the skills.

		SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXTMATERIALSKnowledge of Language 5b The materials support instruction on  Choosingwords and phrases for effect  Recognizing differences between the conventions of spoken and written English: I do find the materials help the teacher to discuss phrases and English conventions.  There are many opportunities to teach and discuss the differences in spoken and written English.

		SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXTMATERIALSVocabulary Acquisition and Use 5cThematerials provide contextsupportand strategies for developing vocabulary acquisition skills including  Using sentencelevelcontext clues to unlock the meaning of words  Using affixes and roots as clues tothemeaning of words  Consulting glossaries or beginning dictionaries to determine the meaning of words: I feel the materials do provide vocabulary acquistion skills instruction by teaching a variety of strategies to understand new words.  There are opportunities in the activity books and in the vocabulary lessons to help the students develop strategies for vocabulary instruction.

		SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXTMATERIALS5d The materials provide embedded opportunities for students to encounterand developanunderstanding of word relationships and nuances in word meanings: Depending on the theme, students are exposed to word relationships and nuances in meanings.

		SUMMARY STATEMENT Explain why the materials received this overall rating_6: 

		SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXTMATERIALS6aComprehension and Collaboration Materials provide a language framework that guides student participation in academic conversations including the abilityto  Come to a discussion prepared  Follow agreed upon rulesroles  Pose and respond to specific questions to clarify or follow up on information  Review key ideas and explain their own ideas  Differentiatebetween contexts forformalEnglish and situations where informal discourse is appropriate  Useaccurategradeappropr i ateconversat i onal general academicanddomainspecificwordsandphrases: There are ample opportunities for teacher and student-led discussions.  Teachers are encouraged to discuss whole class, in small groups, and with partners.  

		SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXTMATERIALS6bPresentation of Knowledge and Ideas Materials provide a language framework for student planning of effective presentations focusing on  Howtoreportonatopicusingevidencetopresent findings from their research  How to tell a story or recount an experience  How to use appropriate facts and relevant details to support ideas  Howto speak in complete sentences when appropriateto the task and situation: I find there is just some evidence in the series.  A teacher's particular background makes a huge difference in whether or not students learn to recount a story since this is not often addressed in this series.  The writing component does encourage writing using specific examples, relevant details, and complete sentences.

		SUMMARY STATEMENT Explain why the materials received this overall rating_7: 

		SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXTMATERIALS7a The texts promote differentiated instruction and instructional conversations about text to support student learning of  Academic language  Linguistic frames  Repeated grammatical structures and language: Although all students would be exposed to instructional conversations, I do not feel there is enough specifics for a teacher to support differentiated instruction.

		SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXTMATERIALS7b The materials include student supports such as  Multiple digital and media versions of texts  Illustrations  Graphs andcharts  Maps andphotographs  Visual cuesnotes that draw attention to words in the text thatsignalsequenceoroffercluestomeaning suchas where when and how key events occur: I do not see multiple digital and media versions of the texts.  There are multiple illustrations which help the students visualize and focus on the material.  There are maps and charts available for the read aloud and on small posters.

		SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXTMATERIALS7c Thematerialsaredesignedto support teacher instruction by use of  Explicit i nstruct i onal direct i ons accompanied by mater i als that are clearly aligned to stated goals and objectives that build student abilityto readandcomprehendgrade level text  Strategies to gradual l y i ncrease d i ff i cu l ty as students  comprehension skills strengthen  Strateg i esto supportstudentacquis i tionof know l edge supporting specific common core standards  C l ear and detai l ed teacher direct i ons and guidance for introducing newconcepts andskills  C l ear guidance for document i ng student progress toward meeting gradelevel standards: The series has excellent instructional directions for the teachers to accompany the read alouds and the readers.  The themes all support student acquisition of knowledge aligned with our standards.  I feel the weakness is the lack of differentiated materials and lack of guidance for documenting student progress .

		SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXTMATERIALS7dThe materials provide support for student learning throughvaryingmodalitiesiethereare provisionsfor print digital and other multimedia sources for information attainment: 

		SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXTMATERIALS7e The materials include assessments along with  Suggestions for next steps to address a spectrum of performance l evels andneeds based on assessment results  Opportunities for students to demonstrate their expertise through the use of performance tasks  Pieces of challenging and complete textthatcan be used to assess studentunderstanding and next instructional steps  Reading select i ons and questions that progress in a l ogical sequence for gradual release1  Enrichment tasksfor students who areontarget for meeting gradelevel expectations  Steps to take when evidence suggests that students are starting to fallbehind: I find the assessment materials to be weaker than those in some programs.  There are beginning, middle, and end of the year assessments.  There are daily opportunities for formative assessments.  However, I do not see enough performance tasks or enrichment tasks.  

		SUMMARY STATEMENT Explain why the materials received this overall rating_8: This series has some great strengths, especially in knowledge acquisiton and writing.  I find it not strong enough in guided reading group instruction.  Differentiation for all levels of readers is critical and the guided reading for 3rd grade does not provide the materials for the students of all levels.

		Text1: There are opportunities to create a Venn Diagram to compare and contrast concepts, characters, and themes.  I feel the illustrations are excellent and provide interesting, attractive, and thought-provoking additions to the text.
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Textbook and Instructional Material Evaluation Rubric Form-
English Language Arts

Instructional materials are designed for use by students and teachers as a learning resource for students to acquire

essential knowledge, skills, abilities, and dispositions. This includes print and non-print materials, including
comprehensive/core textbooks, supplemental materials, Web-based and electronic textbooks, and assessments.

Title: Amplify Author(s): Publisher(s): Core Knowledge
Copyright Date: Subject/Grade Level: 3

Student ISBN:

Teacher Edition ISBN:

Instructions: Use the tables below to determine if the Textbook or Instructional material meets each criteria.

Organization
Criteria 2 1 C i
Meets | Inadequate omments
1. Material provides a useful table of
contents, glossary, supplemental pages, and 2
index.
2. Layout is consistent; chapters/units are
arranged logically; and allow access through 2
multiple modalities.
3. Teacher edition contains interesting
introductions and a list of prereqUiSites skills 2 There is ample information provided to the teacher to give i on and i to the students.
for each chapter.
4. Material contains examples, explanations, 1

and/or online resources to the depth and
breadth of the Nevada Academic Content
Standards.

5. Information is accurate, current, and
research-based.

6. Focus of academic and domain specific
vocabulary is prevalent throughout reading,
writing, listening, and speaking.

Very good vocab instruction.

7. Size and format of print is appropriate.

ofo| N [N

8. Format is visually appealing & interesting.

9. Material provides Smarter Balanced
assessment type questions and/or 1
performance-based tasks.

10. Electronic and interactive format

available.
Other:
Total Organization: 14 3
English Language Arts Content
1
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Criteria

2
Meets

Inadequate

L Comments

11. Materials focus on the knowledge, skills, and
abilities (KSASs) appropriate to the grade level.

12. Material demonstrates coherence and rigor of
KSAs appropriate to grade level.

13. Real-world applications are relevant to the
students.

14. Information and directions are clearly written and
explained.

15. Tasks are aligned to the anchor standards of the
Nevada Academic Content Standards.

16. Non-text content (maps, graphs, pictures, etc.) are
accurate, authentic, and well integrated into the
instructional material.

Good assist to other materials

17. Lessons/tasks are interdisciplinary when
appropriate.

NN DN INDIN

18. Tasks apply to the diversity of students and their
abilities, interests, and learning styles.

1 Not enough differentiation.

19. Questions and tasks encourage the development
and application of higher-level thinking skills.

Variety of question types.

20. Teacher edition includes questioning strategies
and/or questions to check for understanding at all
Depth of Knowledge (DOK) levels.

21. Teacher edition includes formative
assessment/evaluation tools and processes.

22. Material adheres to the text complexity at each
grade level outlined by the Nevada Academic Content
Standards.

23. Material provides access to or demonstrates
concepts in multiple ways, allowing for a variety of
student responses.

24. Tasks have a purpose, aligned to a skill or concept
at grade level.

25. Range and quality of text at each grade level is
addressed with a well-balanced representation of
literary and informational texts.

Strong variety of themes

26. Material includes application of skills and
concepts at grade level.

27. Material makes it clear that student writing is a
key task (argument, informative, response to audience
and purpose, short focused research).

Excellent writing component.

28. Content includes 21 Century skill development
such as collaboration, creative thinking, and problem
solving.

N DN INdIDNIN MDD D

Other:

Total ELA Content Criteria:

34
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Criteria

Meets | Inadequate

1

Comments

29. Material reflects a variety of ways to
differentiate instruction and model content to
support all learners.

1

30. Material reflects sensitivity with regard
to gender, race/ethnicity, religion, socio-
economic status, intellectual, and physical
abilities.

31. Material includes access to a multilingual
glossary.

32. Material provides resources for students
with disabilities and English Language
Learners aligned to grade level content.

33. Material is available for students with
visual impairments via a NIMAS file on the
NIMAC system.

Other:

Total Inclusion Criteria:

Alignment

Criteria

2 1
Meets | Inadequate Comments

34. Material content aligns to
district/organization curriculum.

35. Material content aligns with college and
career readiness skills (Nevada Academic
Content Standards).

36. Material is a useful resource in preparing
students to meet the requirements of the
Nevada Academic Content Standards and
statewide assessments.

Other:

Total Alignment Criteria:

Total Score for ELA Textbook or Instructional Material: 65
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		2 Meets1 Material provides a useful table of contents glossary supplemental pages and index: 2

		1 Inadequate1 Material provides a useful table of contents glossary supplemental pages and index: 

		Comments1 Material provides a useful table of contents glossary supplemental pages and index: 

		2 Meets2 Layout is consistent chaptersunits are arranged logically and allow access through multiple modalities: 2

		1 Inadequate2 Layout is consistent chaptersunits are arranged logically and allow access through multiple modalities: 

		Comments2 Layout is consistent chaptersunits are arranged logically and allow access through multiple modalities: 

		2 Meets3 Teacher edition contains interesting introductions and a list of prerequisites skills for each chapter: 2

		1 Inadequate3 Teacher edition contains interesting introductions and a list of prerequisites skills for each chapter: 

		Comments3 Teacher edition contains interesting introductions and a list of prerequisites skills for each chapter: There is ample information  provided to the teacher to give background information and instroductions to the students.

		2 Meets4 Material contains examples explanations andor online resources to the depth and breadth of the Nevada Academic Content Standards: 

		1 Inadequate4 Material contains examples explanations andor online resources to the depth and breadth of the Nevada Academic Content Standards: 1

		Comments4 Material contains examples explanations andor online resources to the depth and breadth of the Nevada Academic Content Standards: 

		2 Meets5 Information is accurate current and researchbased: 2

		1 Inadequate5 Information is accurate current and researchbased: 

		Comments5 Information is accurate current and researchbased: 

		2 Meets6 Focus of academic and domain specific vocabulary is prevalent throughout reading writing listening and speaking: 2

		1 Inadequate6 Focus of academic and domain specific vocabulary is prevalent throughout reading writing listening and speaking: 

		Comments6 Focus of academic and domain specific vocabulary is prevalent throughout reading writing listening and speaking: Very good vocab instruction.

		2 Meets7 Size and format of print is appropriate: 2

		1 Inadequate7 Size and format of print is appropriate: 

		Comments7 Size and format of print is appropriate: 

		2 Meets8 Format is visually appealing  interesting: 2

		1 Inadequate8 Format is visually appealing  interesting: 

		Comments8 Format is visually appealing  interesting: 

		2 Meets9 Material provides Smarter Balanced assessment type questions andor performancebased tasks: 

		1 Inadequate9 Material provides Smarter Balanced assessment type questions andor performancebased tasks: 1

		Comments9 Material provides Smarter Balanced assessment type questions andor performancebased tasks: 

		2 Meets10 Electronic and interactive format available: 

		1 Inadequate10 Electronic and interactive format available: 1

		Comments10 Electronic and interactive format available: 

		2 MeetsOther: 

		1 InadequateOther: 

		CommentsOther: 

		2 MeetsTotal Organization: 14

		1 InadequateTotal Organization: 3

		CommentsTotal Organization: 

		2 Meets11 Materials focus on the knowledge skills and abilities KSAs appropriate to the grade level: 2

		1 Inadequate11 Materials focus on the knowledge skills and abilities KSAs appropriate to the grade level: 

		Comments11 Materials focus on the knowledge skills and abilities KSAs appropriate to the grade level: 

		2 Meets12 Material demonstrates coherence and rigor of KSAs appropriate to grade level: 2

		1 Inadequate12 Material demonstrates coherence and rigor of KSAs appropriate to grade level: 

		Comments12 Material demonstrates coherence and rigor of KSAs appropriate to grade level: 

		2 Meets13 Realworld applications are relevant to the students: 2

		1 Inadequate13 Realworld applications are relevant to the students: 

		Comments13 Realworld applications are relevant to the students: 

		2 Meets14 Information and directions are clearly written and explained: 2

		1 Inadequate14 Information and directions are clearly written and explained: 

		Comments14 Information and directions are clearly written and explained: 

		2 Meets15 Tasks are aligned to the anchor standards of the Nevada Academic Content Standards: 2

		1 Inadequate15 Tasks are aligned to the anchor standards of the Nevada Academic Content Standards: 

		Comments15 Tasks are aligned to the anchor standards of the Nevada Academic Content Standards: 

		2 Meets16 Nontext content maps graphs pictures etc are accurate authentic and well integrated into the instructional material: 2

		1 Inadequate16 Nontext content maps graphs pictures etc are accurate authentic and well integrated into the instructional material: 

		Comments16 Nontext content maps graphs pictures etc are accurate authentic and well integrated into the instructional material: Good assist to other materials

		2 Meets17 Lessonstasks are interdisciplinary when appropriate: 2

		1 Inadequate17 Lessonstasks are interdisciplinary when appropriate: 

		Comments17 Lessonstasks are interdisciplinary when appropriate: 

		2 Meets18 Tasks apply to the diversity of students and their abilities interests and learning styles: 

		1 Inadequate18 Tasks apply to the diversity of students and their abilities interests and learning styles: 1

		Comments18 Tasks apply to the diversity of students and their abilities interests and learning styles: Not enough differentiation.

		2 Meets19 Questions and tasks encourage the development and application of higherlevel thinking skills: 2

		1 Inadequate19 Questions and tasks encourage the development and application of higherlevel thinking skills: 

		Comments19 Questions and tasks encourage the development and application of higherlevel thinking skills: Variety of question types.

		2 Meets20 Teacher edition includes questioning strategies andor questions to check for understanding at all Depth of Knowledge DOK levels: 2

		1 Inadequate20 Teacher edition includes questioning strategies andor questions to check for understanding at all Depth of Knowledge DOK levels: 

		Comments20 Teacher edition includes questioning strategies andor questions to check for understanding at all Depth of Knowledge DOK levels: 

		2 Meets21 Teacher edition includes formative assessmentevaluation tools and processes: 2

		1 Inadequate21 Teacher edition includes formative assessmentevaluation tools and processes: 

		Comments21 Teacher edition includes formative assessmentevaluation tools and processes: 

		2 Meets22 Material adheres to the text complexity at each grade level outlined by the Nevada Academic Content Standards: 2

		1 Inadequate22 Material adheres to the text complexity at each grade level outlined by the Nevada Academic Content Standards: 

		Comments22 Material adheres to the text complexity at each grade level outlined by the Nevada Academic Content Standards: 

		2 Meets23 Material provides access to or demonstrates concepts in multiple ways allowing for a variety of student responses: 2

		1 Inadequate23 Material provides access to or demonstrates concepts in multiple ways allowing for a variety of student responses: 

		Comments23 Material provides access to or demonstrates concepts in multiple ways allowing for a variety of student responses: 

		2 Meets24 Tasks have a purpose aligned to a skill or concept at grade level: 2

		1 Inadequate24 Tasks have a purpose aligned to a skill or concept at grade level: 

		Comments24 Tasks have a purpose aligned to a skill or concept at grade level: 

		2 Meets25 Range and quality of text at each grade level is addressed with a wellbalanced representation of literary and informational texts: 2

		1 Inadequate25 Range and quality of text at each grade level is addressed with a wellbalanced representation of literary and informational texts: 

		Comments25 Range and quality of text at each grade level is addressed with a wellbalanced representation of literary and informational texts: Strong variety of themes

		2 Meets26 Material includes application of skills and concepts at grade level: 2

		1 Inadequate26 Material includes application of skills and concepts at grade level: 

		Comments26 Material includes application of skills and concepts at grade level: 

		2 Meets27 Material makes it clear that student writing is a key task argument informative response to audience and purpose short focused research: 2

		1 Inadequate27 Material makes it clear that student writing is a key task argument informative response to audience and purpose short focused research: 

		Comments27 Material makes it clear that student writing is a key task argument informative response to audience and purpose short focused research: Excellent writing component.

		2 Meets28 Content includes 21st Century skill development such as collaboration creative thinking and problem solving: 2

		1 Inadequate28 Content includes 21st Century skill development such as collaboration creative thinking and problem solving: 

		Comments28 Content includes 21st Century skill development such as collaboration creative thinking and problem solving: 

		Other_2: 

		2 MeetsOther_2: 

		1 InadequateOther_2: 

		CommentsOther_2: 

		2 MeetsTotal ELA Content Criteria: 34

		1 InadequateTotal ELA Content Criteria: 1

		CommentsTotal ELA Content Criteria: 

		2 Meets29 Material reflects a variety of ways to differentiate instruction and model content to support all learners: 

		1 Inadequate29 Material reflects a variety of ways to differentiate instruction and model content to support all learners: 1

		Comments29 Material reflects a variety of ways to differentiate instruction and model content to support all learners: 

		2 Meets30 Material reflects sensitivity with regard to gender raceethnicity religion socio economic status intellectual and physical abilities: 2

		1 Inadequate30 Material reflects sensitivity with regard to gender raceethnicity religion socio economic status intellectual and physical abilities: 

		Comments30 Material reflects sensitivity with regard to gender raceethnicity religion socio economic status intellectual and physical abilities: 

		2 Meets31 Material includes access to a multilingual glossary: 

		1 Inadequate31 Material includes access to a multilingual glossary: 1

		Comments31 Material includes access to a multilingual glossary: 

		2 Meets32 Material provides resources for students with disabilities and English Language Learners aligned to grade level content: 2

		1 Inadequate32 Material provides resources for students with disabilities and English Language Learners aligned to grade level content: 

		Comments32 Material provides resources for students with disabilities and English Language Learners aligned to grade level content: 

		2 Meets33 Material is available for students with visual impairments via a NIMAS file on the NIMAC system: 

		1 Inadequate33 Material is available for students with visual impairments via a NIMAS file on the NIMAC system: 1

		Comments33 Material is available for students with visual impairments via a NIMAS file on the NIMAC system: 

		Other_3: 

		2 MeetsOther_3: 

		1 InadequateOther_3: 

		CommentsOther_3: 

		2 MeetsTotal Inclusion Criteria: 4

		1 InadequateTotal Inclusion Criteria: 3

		CommentsTotal Inclusion Criteria: 

		2 Meets34 Material content aligns to districtorganization curriculum: 2

		1 Inadequate34 Material content aligns to districtorganization curriculum: 

		Comments34 Material content aligns to districtorganization curriculum: 

		2 Meets35 Material content aligns with college and career readiness skills Nevada Academic Content Standards: 2

		1 Inadequate35 Material content aligns with college and career readiness skills Nevada Academic Content Standards: 

		Comments35 Material content aligns with college and career readiness skills Nevada Academic Content Standards: 

		2 Meets36 Material is a useful resource in preparing students to meet the requirements of the Nevada Academic Content Standards and statewide assessments: 2

		1 Inadequate36 Material is a useful resource in preparing students to meet the requirements of the Nevada Academic Content Standards and statewide assessments: 

		Comments36 Material is a useful resource in preparing students to meet the requirements of the Nevada Academic Content Standards and statewide assessments: 

		Other_4: 

		2 MeetsOther_4: 

		1 InadequateOther_4: 

		CommentsOther_4: 

		2 MeetsTotal Alignment Criteria: 6

		1 InadequateTotal Alignment Criteria: 

		CommentsTotal Alignment Criteria: 

		Total Score for ELA Textbook or Instructional Material: 65

		Title: Amplify
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COMPONENT 1: TEXT COMPLEXITY

Assessing text complexity in kindergarten and grade one is more a qualitative than quantitative process. The guiding statements
provided in this section will examine text complexity in order to differentiate quality and richness among the texts—particularly
anchor texts—WCSD is considering for adoption. Anchor texts are materials designed to serve as the central unifying tool for the
development of reading comprehension. While evaluations of text complexity formally begin with grade two, student reading
materials, texts, and other materials in kindergarten and grade one need to create the conditions for rich and robust discussion and
writing for ALL students (struggling readers, students with identified academic disabilities, English Learners, students who are
performing at grade level, and advanced students).

GUIDING STATEMENTS SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXT/MATERIALS P
Literature and Informational Text The domain are a collection of complex texts. Not a lot of picture O 4) extensive

il Thetos sesam TEnen aier e il support. Lots of being read to. It only has read loads and then a

between and among characters, ideas, and concepts that decodable text. @ 3) sufficient
are conveyed through masterful style and structure. (See
exemplars in CCSS, AppendixB.)

O 2) some
O 1) weak

C1b. The materials consistently include short, challenging, and Any text in any of the domains can be sued for a close read. The ‘O 4) extensive

complete texts that contain rich content, ideas, and program is not set up that way. YOu would have to use a pause
academiclanguageworthyofclosereading.(Seeexemplarsin | day or add extra time to your lit block to do so. @ 3) sufficient
CCSS, AppendixB.)

O 2) some
O 1) weak

ELA/LITERACY GRADE-LEVEL INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS EVALUATION TOOL: QUALITY REVIEW GRADE K-1 2
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C1c. The materials consistently provide opportunities to Very complex texts, both Fic and Non. . O 4) extensive
readboth literary andinformationaltexts. For studentreading BUt, decodable are not balanced.....tons of Fic.

materialsin kindergartenand grade one, refertothe Alignment -
Criteria for Foundational Skills (4a-4d of this @ 3) sufficient
document).Read- aloud anchor texts should fall within or

above the grades two through three text complexity band. O 2) some

O 1) weak

OVERALL RATING: O 4) extensive evidence @ 3) sufficient evidence O 2) some evidence O 1) weak evidence

SUMMARY STATEMENT (Explain why the materials received this overall rating):
The texts are chosen to match the domain topic. Each domain has 10-14 different texts for students to build knowledge on. Literacy,
SCience, and SS based.
It only has the complex text read alouds and week decodable so. No leveled readers, or shared readings, songs, or poems. Text is very
RA heavy and read from manual while show a picture here and there and ask questions. Can supplement with suggested books from
their list. But, not sure how developmentally appropriate this is.

ELA/LITERACY GRADE-LEVEL INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS EVALUATION TOOL: QUALITY REVIEW GRADE K-1 3





COMPONENT 2: QUESTIONS AND TASKS

At least 80% of all questions in the submission are high-quality text-dependent and text-specific questions. The overwhelming
majority of these questions reference specific text and draw students’ attention to the text they are reading. Text-dependent
guestions that address the kindergarten and grade one standards will be described in greater depth in Alignment Criterion 1.

ALIGNMENT CRITERION|: RANGE AND QUALITY OF TEXTS

Materials must reflect a wide range of text types and genres, as required by the standards. In kindergarten and grade one, and
across all other grade levels, there should be ample texts on topics that can support sustained study. Knowledge built at one grade
level should be expanded in other grade levels. Topics should take into account individual student academic needs and interests in
order to foster independent reading. It is also imperative that the included topics and themes are compelling enough to read multiple
times and are aligned to district needs. Pay particular attention to the guidance provided in Appendix B of the Common Core State

Standards.
GUIDING STATEMENTS SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXT/MATERIALS

Literature and Informational Text Both print and digital _ _ _
The chosen text in the domains do build knowledge of domain

Tons of speaking and listening about the text
No level readers, or text sets for students

la. The range of materials, both print and digital, allows
teachers and students to explore content that coherently
and systematically builds knowledge and vocabulary across
subjects,themes,and topics. Thisappliesespecially totexts
readaloudbytheteacher,whichshould promote speaking
andlisteningabouttopicsunderstudyinkindergartenand
grade one. (See CCSS Appendix B for examples of grade-level
knowledgedemands.) Textsetsalsoaddressawide variety of
studentinterests,andarelikelytofosterindependentreading.

1b. Textsets include a diverse range of high quality, culturally-  Decodable reader is diverse.
responsive ad appropriate topics andthemes. Textsfrom No text sets

diverse cultures reflect the same high-quality features that

are demanded of all texts.

EVIDENCE
RATING

o
@ s
(O 2 some
O v weak

O 4) extensive
O 3) sufficient
@ 2) some

O 1) weak
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GUIDING STATEMENTS SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXT/MATERIALS

1c. Materialsinclude arichand diverse sampling of literary Diverse samplipg (Fic, non, fables) no poems. lllustrations are
texts, including poems and stories with relevant illustrations. | thought provoking but are few and far between for each text

1d. The range of informational texts include:

* Atleast two selections on the same topic and teacher reads Non Fic text

« Selections with various text features such as headings,
tables of contents, glossaries, andillustrations

le. Student reading materials contain a range of Decodable is ok. it's not
increasingly challenging selections that allow teachers to

build students’ ability to comprehend complex text and

expand vocabulary throughout the school year.

OVERALL RATING: 704)extensiveevidencg O 3) sufficientevidence O 2) some evidence

SUMMARY STATEMENT (Explain why the materials received this overall rating):
Complex text.
No variety.
Picture support is horrible
No trade book. It's a picture read a lot discuss, repeat for the text.

Non fiction text does not have those features. It is a real picture

EVIDENCE
RATING

O 4) extensive
O 3) sufficient
@ 2) some

O 1) weak
O 4) extensive

O 3) sufficient
O 2) some

@ 1) weak
O 4) extensive

O 3) sufficient
O 2) some
O 1) weak

O 1) weak evidence

ELA/LITERACY GRADE-LEVEL INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS EVALUATION TOOL: QUALITY REVIEW GRADE K-1





ALIGNMENT CRITERION Il. QUESTIONS AND TASKS SUPPORT STUDENT LEARNING

Questions posed to students in the materials under review should support student learning in building reading comprehension, in
finding and producing the textual evidence to support responses, and in developing grade-level academic language. Texts for
kindergarten and grade one students must include text-dependent questions that require the use of higher order thinking skills. There
should be a range of questions that require students to attend to the author’s language as his/her vehicle for conveying meaning, as
well as to support specific inferences with explicit details from the text. Most questions should require that the student refer to the text
in several places in order to devise an answer—rather than asking only literal, “right there” types of questions (CCSS).

GUIDING STATEMENTS SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXT/MATERIALS EER—?}‘,&E
Literature and Informational Text Works on these skills and more in all texts. Very focused on this @ 4) extensive
2a. Key ldeas and Details. Questions and tasks o
require students to explicitly attend to the text, O 3) sufficient

including, butnot limited to:

+ Askingandansweringquestionsaboutkeydetailsinthetext O 2) some
Retelling familiar stories, including key details

Identifying and describing characters, settings, and major

events in astory O 1) weak
Identifying the main topic of a text

Describing the connection between two individuals, events,

or ideas in a text

. . i 4) extensi
2b. Craft and Structure. Questions and tasks require Learn new words with each text _ ) extensive
students to explicitly attend to the text, including, but not No focus on author and illustrator and Non Fic features Need to
limited to: add that to another RA in day with trade books O 3) sufficient
« Determining the meanings of unknown words andphrases

in stories, poems, and informational texts
« Recognizing and explaining the differences between @ 2) some

common types of text both literary (such as storybooks

and poems) and informational O 1) weak
< Namingtheauthorandillustratorand describingtheirroles

in telling the story or presenting ideas
» Recognizingandusingvariousfeaturesininformational

texts (such as headings or glossaries) to locate information

ELA/LITERACY GRADE-LEVEL INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS EVALUATION TOOL: QUALITY REVIEW GRADE K-1 6
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GUIDING STATEMENTS SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXT/MATERIALS EHIDIERCE

2c. Integration of Knowledge and Ideas. Questions and Great questioning before, during and after all texts
tasks require studentsto explicitly attend to the text,
including, but not limitedto:

« Comparing and contrasting the experiences of characters in
stories

» Describing the keyideas conveyed inillustrations

* Identifyingreasonsauthors give to supportpoints andthe
similarities between two texts on the same topic

OVERALL RATING: O 4)extensive evidence @ 3)sufficient evidence O 2) some evidence

SUMMARY STATEMENT (Explain why the materials received this overall rating):
Heavy focus on details, ideas, comparisons, and TDQ and higher DOK level thinking.
No real instruction on book features

RATING

@4) extensive

O 1) weak evidence

ELA/LITERACY GRADE-LEVEL INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS EVALUATION TOOL: QUALITY REVIEW GRADE K-1





ALIGNMENT CRITERIONIII. WRITINGTOSOURCESANDRESEARCH

The writing standards for each grade level highlight distinctive expectations about student writing. In kindergarten and grade one,
students perform age-appropriate writing tasks and assignments with support and guidance from the teacher. For details on text
types and purposes, production and distribution of writing, research to build and present knowledge, and the range of writing in
kindergarten and grade one, see the Common Core State Standards for English Language Arts and Literacy. The metrics below show
key characteristics to look for in your review of materials.

GUIDING STATEMENTS SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXT/MATERIALS E\IQR'EI'TSEB
3a. Writing assignments are explicitly connected to what Write about the text sometimes in domain da|ly lessons. 04) extensive
students are reading, and materials a reorganized to But, the program writing is tied to the text.
elicit responses to sources in age-appropriate ways. @ 3) sufficient
This might include activities such as dictation or making
pictures to express thoughts in addition to writing, with '
support from the teacher. O 2) some

O 1) weak

3b. Text-dependent questions generally create the foundation  Additional writing program guide to teach writing process @ 1) extensive
for students to address culminating writing tasks, including:  (4steps) and writing to genre (2 times for each genre and a

« Opinionwriting, inwhich studentsintroduce atopic or process piece at the end of the year)

name abook, state anopinion, and supply areason forthe O 3) sufficient
opinion (using acombination of drawing, dictating, and
writing at the kindergarten level) O 2) some

« Informative/explanatory writing, in which students name a

topic and supply facts aboutthe topic (using a combination

of drawing, dictating, and writing atthe kindergarten level) O 1) weak
 Narrativewriting,inwhich studentsrecounttwoormore

appropriately sequenced events, including details about

what happened (using a combination of drawing, dictating,

and writing at the kindergarten level)

3c. Reading materials can serve as models to explorewriter's ~ Some of the texts in the domain are good for mentor texts. Need O 4) extensive

craft and support student production of grade-level opinion, | to supplement from their suggested reading list @ 3) sufficient
informational, and narrative writing.
O 2) some

O 1) weak

ELA/LITERACY GRADE-LEVEL INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS EVALUATION TOOL: QUALITY REVIEW GRADE K-1 8
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EVIDENCE

GUIDING STATEMENTS SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXT/MATERIALS RATING
3d. Materials include explicit supporttoteachers, either Writing to prompts in writing program. @ 4) extensive
intheteacher’seditionor classroommaterials, forwriting WRiting to text has a purpose
instruction linkedtothe kindergarten and grade one writing O 3) sufficient
standards, including:
 Focusing on a topic, responding to questions from 5

peers, and adding detailsto strengthenwriting as O ) some
needed
« Exploring and startingto use a variety of digital O 1) weak
tools to produce and publish writing, including in
collaboration with peers
3e. Materials provide opportunities and resources Prompts match domain topiCS and texts Starting in unit 3. @ 4) extensive
for students to participate in shared research and There is a domain culminating activity the includes writing.
writing projects, including: O 3) sufficient
» Recalling information from experiences ,
» Gathering information from provided sources O 2) some

O 1) weak

OVERALL RATING: O A)extensive evidence @ 3)sufficient evidence OZ) some evidence Ol) weak evidence

SUMMARY STATEMENT (Explain why the materials received this overall rating):
Writing is thought out well. Paced nicely. Great work with the writing process and really teaching how to write to a specific genre.
Domain topics are sometimes in engaging, worried that the writing topics will be as well.
Love the variety of graphic organizers and writing paper and rubrics!!

ELA/LITERACY GRADE-LEVEL INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS EVALUATION TOOL: QUALITY REVIEW GRADE K-1





ALIGNMENT CRITERION IV: FOUNDATIONAL SKILLS

Effective instruction on foundational skills in kindergarten and grade one includes explicit and systematic lessons and diagnostic
support in concepts of print, the alphabetic principle, phonics, phonological awareness, vocabulary development and word
recognition, syntax, and reading fluency. Students must be able to recognize and pronounce words fluently in order to focus on the
major goal of reading, which is comprehension. Building these foundational skills must be contextualized within the materials.

GUIDING STATEMENTS SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXT/MATERIALS E\IQR'EI"I\ISE;
4a. Materials provide teachers with guidance and supportfor | Daily, explicit, systematic based on research @ 4) extensive
explicitand systematicinstruction ofthekindergartenand ~ Works on phonics and encoding but really hits words and
grade one Reading Standards for FoundationalSkills(CCSS), K manning and comprewhension O 3) sufficient
including concepts of print, phonological awareness,
letter recognition, phonics, wordrecognition, andreading
fluencyin a research-based and transparent progression. O 2) some
(Refer to CCSS Appendix A for the research detailing the
advancement of foundational reading skills.) O 1) weak
4b.Materialsincludeavariety of opportunitiesthatallow No online games O 4) extensive
for systematicandfrequent practice of all foundational Practice workbook
skillsthrough such features as engaging texts, games, digital Use in speak and listen and read and write O 3) sufficient

materials, etc.

O 2) some
@ 1) weak

ELA/LITERACY GRADE-LEVEL INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS EVALUATION TOOL: QUALITY REVIEW GRADE K-1 10
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EVIDENCE

GUIDING STATEMENTS SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXT/MATERIALS RATING
4c¢. Materials provide regular practice in encoding (spelling) Yes. Plain, simple, flip cards and individual flip cards for students 04) extensive
and decoding (reading) the sound symbol relationships Practice workbook
of English. @ 3) sufficient

O 2) some
O 1) weak
4d. Materialsguide studentsinreadingemergentreadertexts = No reading of emergent texts O 4) extensive
for kindergarten and grade-level texts for grade one with
purpose and understanding, making frequent connections O 3) sufficient

betweenthe acquisition offoundational skillsand access
to the meaning of texts (including a set of text-dependent
or text-specific questions to check for understanding). O 2) some

@ 1) weak

OVERALL RATING: O 4)extensive evidence O 3) sufficient evidence @2) some evidence O 1) weak evidence

SUMMARY STATEMENT (Explain why the materials received this overall rating):
It's a reading comprehension heavy focus program.
Decoding is taught but not in an engaging, appealing way. It may be systematic and explicit, but not appropriate for early learners.
No games and workbook??? Not appropriate

ELA/LITERACY GRADE-LEVEL INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS EVALUATION TOOL: QUALITY REVIEW GRADE K-1
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ALIGNMENT CRITERION V: LANGUAGE

The Common Core State Standards for language focus on ensuring that students gain adequate mastery of a range of language
skills and applications. Students are expected to meet each year’s grade-specific standards and retain or further develop skills and

knowledge (CCSS).
EVIDENCE
GUIDING STATEMENTS SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXT/MATERIALS RATING
Conventions of Standard English Works in daily phonics/foundational skills (O extensive
5a. There is evidence that grade-level grammar and Ties to writing and practice book sheets
conventions are addressed using an integrated and Tied to reading when applicable @ 3) sufficient

contextualized approach in daily instruction. Materialsand
tasksinkindergartenandgrade one aredesignedto help O 2) some
build student understanding and use of:
« Upper- and lower-caseletters
e Question words O 1) weak
» Recognition and use of end punctuation
« Frequently occurring nouns in kindergarten, and common,
proper, and possessive nouns by grade one
* Frequently occurring verbs in kindergarten, and use of verbs
toconvey past, present, and future actionsingrade
one
» Complete sentence in kindergarten, and compound
declarative, interrogative, imperative, and exclamatory
sentences in gradeone
 Capitalizationofthefirstword inasentence in
kindergarten, and of dates and names of people in
grade one
« Correct spelling, by sounding out simple words
phonetically inkindergarten and applyingcommon
spelling patternsto spell words in grade one

Grade One

* Regular plural nouns, with matching verbs

» Personal, possessive, and indefinite pronouns

« Conjunctions and determiners, such as articles or
demonstratives

» Frequently occurringadjectives

ELA/LITERACY GRADE-LEVEL INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS EVALUATION TOOL: QUALITY REVIEW GRADE K-1
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EVIDENCE

GUIDING STATEMENTS SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXT/MATERIALS RATING
Vocabulary Acquisition and Use Works on words and their meaning and how to unlock them O 4) extensive
5b.The materialsprovidecontext,support,and strategies ~ When you hear or see them in text.
for teaching vocabulary acquisition skills, including: @ 3) sufficient
« Identifyingnewmeaningsforfamiliarwordsinkindergarten
« Using sentence-level context clues to unlock the
meaning of words in grade one O 2) some

« Using frequently occurring inflections and affixes as clues

to the meaning of words O 1) weak
 Usingrootwords(suchaslook)andtheirinflectionalforms

(looks, looked, looking) in grade one

5c. The materials provide embedded opportunities for Huge focus of words and their meanings. . O 4 extensive
studentsto encounterand develop anunderstanding of Get theme from text, do a 5 minute activity after reading
word relationships and nuancesinword meanings. @ 3) sufficient

O 2) some
O 1) weak

OVERALL RATING: O 4)extensive evidence @ 3)sufficient evidence O 2) some evidence O 1) weak evidence

SUMMARY STATEMENT (Explain why the materials received this overall rating):
No indication of what tier thei words are
No picture support.
Very boring approach to teaching
Can all students access the words?

ELA/LITERACY GRADE-LEVEL INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS EVALUATION TOOL: QUALITY REVIEW GRADE K-1 13





ALIGNMENT CRITERIONVI: SPEAKINGANDLISTENING

To be CCSS-aligned, speaking and listening must be integrated into lessons, items, and tasks. These must reflect a progression

of communication skills required for eventual college- and career-readiness, as outlined in the standards. If

kindergarten and grade one students are able to listen to others, discuss what they are learning, and voice their own confusion or
misunderstandings, their learning becomes deeper and more meaningful. They are exposed, at this level, to points of view that may
differ from their own, and they learn how to agree and disagree, express their own thoughts, and ask questions when they don't
understand or need more clarification.

GUIDING STATEMENTS SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXT/MATERIALS E\F/\’IR'EI'IIIIS(EE
6a. Comprehension and Collaboration. Materials provide Builds skills for active listening and speaking all year in whole @4) extensive
a frame that guides student participation in group, small group.
academic conversations by: O 3) sufficient
« Agreeingonrulesfordiscussion, taking turns speaking
» Confirming understanding of texts read aloud O 2) some
* Asking and answering questions to clarify and gather

information

O 1) weak
6b. Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas. Materialsinclude | Respond to questions before, during and after reading. @4) extensive
tasks that promote oral responses in a range of | Small group work with text or partner work
collaborative discussions, and support students in: Culminating activity at the end of each domain. 03) sufficient
- Describing people, places, things, and events Shor.t, quick activities in knowledge lesson at the end of the text
« Using visual displays to add details reading. O 2) some
» Speaking audibly and completing sentences

O 1) weak

OVERALL RATING: _@4)extensive evidence O 3)sufficient evidence O 2) some_]evidence Ol) weak evidence

SUMMARY STATEMENT (Explain why the materials received this overall rating):
Great ways to get students to actively listen and speak.
Have to work on stamina for being able to pay attention to the lengthy complex texts
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ALIGNMENT CRITERION VII: SCAFFOLDING AND SUPPORTS

While scaffolds are not a part of the standards themselves, it is important to support teachers in meeting the needs of the range of
students in their classrooms. In order to meet the reading, speaking, and writing needs of all kindergarten and grade one students,
the materials must include supports for students to apply concepts of print, phonics, vocabulary development, syntax, and fluency in
comprehending texts. Supports and scaffolds should draw students back to the text and provide strategies for vocabulary acquisition.
All scaffolding and supports require ongoing formal and informal assessments that provide multiple opportunities for students to

demonstrate their proficiency and inform instruction.

Scaffolding is not just intended for struggling students, but also for students who are ready for above grade- level work. As text
complexity increases, and tasks get increasingly challenging, the need for appropriate scaffolds for above grade- level access is

equally important.

GUIDING STATEMENTS

SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXT/MATERIALS

EVIDENCE
RATING

7a. The texts promote differentiated instruction and
instructional conversations about textto support student
learning of:

» Academiclanguage
* Linguistic frames
» Repeated grammatical structures and language

Has a language program that does this well.

Other wise, the manual does not do much.

O 4) extensive
@ 3) sufficient

O 2) some
O 1) weak

7b. The materials include student supports such as:
» Multiple digital and media versions of texts
lllustrations

Graphs and charts

Maps and photographs

Visual cues/notes that draw attention to words in
the text thatsignalsequence oroffercluestomeaning
(suchas where, when, and how key events occur)

Very little of these are present in the texts

O 4) extensive
O 3) sufficient

O 2) some
@ 1) weak

ELA/LITERACY GRADE-LEVEL INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS EVALUATION TOOL: QUALITY REVIEW GRADE K-1
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GUIDING STATEMENTS SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXT/MATERIALS
7c. Thematerialsaredesignedto supportteacher Very explicit. Very standard driven and complex.
instruction by use of: But boring and needs sprucing up.

« Explicit instructional directions accompanied by materials
that are clearly aligned to stated goals and objectives and
that build studentabilitytoreadand comprehendgrade-level
text

« Strategies to gradually increase difficulty as students’ skills
strengthen

» Strategiestosupportstudentacquisitionofknowledge
supporting specific common core standards

« Clear and detailed teacher directions and guidance
for introducing new concepts and skills

* Clear guidance for documenting student progress
toward meeting grade-levelstandards

7d. The materials provide supportfor students with varying There is a online remediation guide

learningstylesand modalities (i.e.,thereareprovisionsfor ~ There are tips in the TG to help EL and support and challenge
print, digital, and other multimedia sources for information

attainment).

7e. The materials include developmentally appropriate Not appropriate and missing these pieces
materials and instructional sequences specifically designed

for students in the primary grades (such as role-play, songs,

games, etc.).

EVIDENCE
RATING

04) extensive

ELA/LITERACY GRADE-LEVEL INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS EVALUATION TOOL: QUALITY REVIEW GRADE K-1
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EVIDENCE

GUIDING STATEMENTS SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXT/MATERIALS RATING

7f. The materials include assessments along with: Culminating activity O 4) extensive
« Suggestions for next steps to address a spectrum of  Assessment guide on line.

performance levels and needs based onassessmentresults ~ Pause breaks to check for understanding built into the domains @ 3) sufficient
« Opportunities for students to demonstrate their expertise ~ Paper pencil quick checks.

through the use of performance tasks Informal checks when reading
« Pieces ofchallengingandcomplete text thatcanbeused | Work samples O 2) some
to assess student understanding and next instructional Writing rubric
steps
: : : . : 1) weak
» Reading selections and questions that progressin alogical O )

sequence for gradual release?

« Enrichmenttasks for students who are ontarget for
meeting grade-levelexpectations

* Steps to take when evidence suggests that students
are starting to fallbehind

OVERALL RATING: O 4)extensive evidence @ 3) sufficient evidence O 2) some evidence O 1) weak evidence

SUMMARY STATEMENT (Explain why the materials received this overall rating):
Very simple, easy assessments
No online component
No different testing types.
No tracking of how students are doing

Integration of Interdisciplinary Content Standards; Building Knowledge Systematically
THEMATIC SPIRAL NGSS NVACSS SEL ELD

v %

1. Gradual release: scaffolding of instruction so that students develop the ability to read and complete tasks and assignments independently and proficiently.

ELA/LITERACY GRADE-LEVEL INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS EVALUATION TOOL: QUALITY REVIEW GRADE K-1
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Textbook and Instructional Material Evaluation Rubric Form-
English Language Arts

Instructional materials are designed for use by students and teachers as a learning resource for students to acquire

essential knowledge, skills, abilities, and dispositions. This includes print and non-print materials, including
comprehensive/core textbooks, supplemental materials, Web-based and electronic textbooks, and assessments.

Title: Amplify Core Knowledge La Author(s): Hirsch Publisher(s): Core Knowledge
Copyright Date: 54 5 Subject/Grade Level: 4

Student ISBN:

Teacher Edition ISBN: 975 1_68161-892-0

Instructions: Use the tables below to determine if the Textbook or Instructional material meets each criteria.

Organization

Criteria 2 1

Meets | Inadequate Comments

1. Material provides a useful table of
contents, glossary, supplemental pages, and X
index.

2. Layout is consistent; chapters/units are
arranged logically; and allow access through X
multiple modalities.

3. Teacher edition contains interesting
introductions and a list of prerequisites skills X Great intro to each domain and the prerequisites for the learning material
for each chapter.

4. Material contains examples, explanations, X Lists standards but does not have a

and/or online resources to the depth and ide to list all standard
breadth of the Nevada Academic Content guide 1o list all stanaards

Standards.

5. Information is accurate, current, and X

Researched based, wonder where domain ideas came from
research-based.

6. Focus of academic and domain specific

vocabulary is prevalent throughout reading, X H u g e fOC u S

writing, listening, and speaking.

7. Size and format of print is appropriate. X Ok
8. Format is visually appealing & interesting. Gray and white...boring
9. Material provides Smarter Balanced
assessment type questions and/or X No smarter balance things. Performance tasks.
performance-based tasks.
10. Electronic and interactive format .
available. X On | Ine resources
Other:
Total Organization: 10 4
English Language Arts Content
1
Nevada Department of Education July 2, 2013 Textbook and Instructional Material Adoption Form
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Criteria

2 1
Meets | Inadequate

Comments

11. Materials focus on the knowledge, skills, and
abilities (KSASs) appropriate to the grade level.

12. Material demonstrates coherence and rigor of
KSAs appropriate to grade level.

Rigor!!

13. Real-world applications are relevant to the
students.

14. Information and directions are clearly written and
explained.

15. Tasks are aligned to the anchor standards of the
Nevada Academic Content Standards.

16. Non-text content (maps, graphs, pictures, etc.) are
accurate, authentic, and well integrated into the
instructional material.

Very little is available

17. Lessons/tasks are interdisciplinary when
appropriate.

Read and write are tied together other lit pieces seem disjointed and individualized

18. Tasks apply to the diversity of students and their
abilities, interests, and learning styles.

Tips for varied learners, but lessons are very set.

19. Questions and tasks encourage the development
and application of higher-level thinking skills.

High level thinkiing

20. Teacher edition includes questioning strategies
and/or questions to check for understanding at all
Depth of Knowledge (DOK) levels.

high DOK

21. Teacher edition includes formative
assessment/evaluation tools and processes.

Very simple, easy assessments. But, not tracking of how kids are doing.

22. Material adheres to the text complexity at each
grade level outlined by the Nevada Academic Content
Standards.

23. Material provides access to or demonstrates
concepts in multiple ways, allowing for a variety of
student responses.

Very simple, explicit

24. Tasks have a purpose, aligned to a skill or concept
at grade level.

25. Range and quality of text at each grade level is
addressed with a well-balanced representation of
literary and informational texts.

26. Material includes application of skills and
concepts at grade level.

Practice pages, culminating activity, work samples, application part of daily lesson

27. Material makes it clear that student writing is a
key task (argument, informative, response to audience
and purpose, short focused research).

X

Love it

28. Content includes 21 Century skill development
such as collaboration, creative thinking, and problem

Not stated, easy to make lesson such.

solving.
Other:
Total ELA Content Criteria: 18 8
Inclusion
2
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Criteria

2 1

Meets | Inadequate

Comments

29. Material reflects a variety of ways to
differentiate instruction and model content to
support all learners.

Nice tips for reaching all learner types

30. Material reflects sensitivity with regard
to gender, race/ethnicity, religion, socio-
economic status, intellectual, and physical
abilities.

31. Material includes access to a multilingual
glossary.

32. Material provides resources for students
with disabilities and English Language
Learners aligned to grade level content.

33. Material is available for students with
visual impairments via a NIMAS file on the
NIMAC system.

Other:
Total Inclusion Criteria: 6 2
Alignment
Criteria 2 1
Meets | Inadequate Comments

34. Material content aligns to
district/organization curriculum.

Fits NVACS for ELA

35. Material content aligns with college and
career readiness skills (Nevada Academic
Content Standards).

36. Material is a useful resource in preparing
students to meet the requirements of the
Nevada Academic Content Standards and
statewide assessments.

Not all parts are developmentally
appropriate

Other:

Total Alignment Criteria:

Total Score for ELA Textbook or Instructional Material: 53/72

Nevada Department of Education

N
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COMPONENT 1: TEXT COMPLEXITY

The guiding statements provided in this section will examine text complexity in order to differentiate quality and richness among the
texts WCSD is considering for adoption. To address the grade four standards, the submitted materials need to create the conditions
for rich and robust discussion and writing for ALL students (struggling readers, students with identified academic disabilities,
English Learners, students who are performing at grade level, and advanced students).

EVIDENCE

GUIDING STATEMENTS SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXT/MATERIALS RATING

Texts are interesting and connected to one another within the 04) extensive
units, but not connected throughout the whole program.

Literature and Informational Text

Cla. The texts presentrich and embedded relationships
between and among characters, ideas, and concepts that @ 3) sufficient
are conveyed through masterful style and structure. (See
exemplars in CCSS, Appendix B.)

O 2) some
O 1) weak

C1lb.As well as, texts that contain rich content, ideas and OA') extensive
academic language worthy of close reading.
@ 3) sufficient

O 2) some
O 1) weak

ELA/LITERACY GRADE-LEVEL INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS EVALUATION TOOL: QUALITY REVIEW GRADE 4
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Clc.Thematerialsconsistentlyprovideopportunitiesto
read both literary and informational textsinthe gradesthree
through five4etcomplexity band with scaffolding as needed
atthe high end of the range.

C1d. Materials provide strategies for grade-level vocabulary
acquisition.

OVERALLRATING: O4)extensive evidence @3) sufficient evidence O 2) some evidence O 1) weak evidence

SUMMARY STATEMENT (Explain why the materials received this overall rating):

(O ¥ extensive
(®) 3) sufficient
O 2) some
(O 1) weak

04) extensive
(®) 3 sufficient
(O 1) weak

The mix of the text types within the units regularly allows for students to use grade level vocab skills to learn the key vocabulary.

ELA/LITERACY GRADE-LEVEL INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS EVALUATION TOOL: QUALITY REVIEW GRADE 4





COMPONENT 2: QUESTIONS AND TASKS

At least 80% of all questions in the submission are high-quality text-dependent and text-specific questions. The overwhelming
majority of these questions reference specific text and draw student attention to the text they are reading. Text-dependent questions
that address the grade four standards will be described in greater depth in Alignment Criterion I1.

ALIGNMENT CRITERION|: RANGE AND QUALITY OF TEXTS

Materials must reflect a wide range of text types and genres, as required by the standards. In grade four, and across all other grade
levels, there should be ample texts on topics that can support sustained study. Knowledge built at one grade level should be expanded
in other grade levels. Topics should take into account individual student academic needs and interests in order to foster independent
reading. It is also imperative that the included topics and themes are compelling enough to read multiple times and are aligned to
district needs. Pay particular attention to the guidance provided in Appendix B of the Common Core State Standards.

GUIDING STATEMENTS SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXT/MATERIALS EI\R/’IECII%I'\II\IC(“E
Literature and Informational Text Some stories are interesting, but most stories are boring and 04) extensive

la. The range of materials, both print and digital, allows uninteresting.

teachers andstudents to explore contentthat coherently and O 3) sufficient
systematicallybuilds knowledgeandgrade-level

vocabulary acrosssubjects, themes, andtopics. (See CCSS

Appendix B for examples of grade-level knowledge @ 2) some
demands.) Text setsalso address a wide variety of

student interest, and are likely to foster independent

reading. O 1) weak
1b. Textsets include a diverse range of high quality, culturally- ~ Test included is of multiple ethnicities and interest levels, but 04) extensive
responsive and appropriate topics and themes. Textsfrom again, they're generally boarding.

diverse culturesreflectthe same high-quality featuresthat O 3) sufficient
are demanded of all texts.

@ 2) some
O 1) weak

ELA/LITERACY GRADE-LEVEL INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS EVALUATION TOOL: QUALITY REVIEW GRADE 4 4
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GUIDING STATEMENTS SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXT/MATERIALS
1c. Materials include arich and diverse sampling of literary Besides one unit that's complete poetry, there isn't much
texts including, but not limited to: evidence of these features elsewhere within the program.

* Stories, drama, prose, and poetry

« Stories, myths, and traditional literature from
diverse cultures

1d.Therangeofinformationaltexts includes elections that: THere are a couple units that feature science and history, but
most stories are just single versions of one events and dont'

* Present historical events X : ;
include several different views.

» Describe technical procedures

» Present scientific ideas or concepts

Contain at least two texts on the same topic

Present first and secondhand accountsofthe same
event or topic

» Containrelevantvisual representations of information

1e. Student reading materials contain a range of Text is CompleX, but doesn't pI’OVide differentiation for all texts or

increasingly challenging selections that allow teachers to Skills needed to comprehend that text.
build students’ ability to comprehend complex text and
expand vocabulary throughout the school year.

OVERALLRATING: O4)extensive evidence OB)sufficient evidence @2) some evidence Ol) weak evidence

SUMMARY STATEMENT (Explain why the materials received this overall rating):

EVIDENCE
RATING

Ol) extensive
O%) sufficient

@) some
Ol) weak

|

O) extensive
O?) sufficient

) some

Oz
Ol) weak
Ol) extensive

(O suffcient
Ce

) some

Ol) weak

Text has variety, but is mostly uninteresting and doesn't provide scaffolding for low students to understand the complex text.

ELA/LITERACY GRADE-LEVEL INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS EVALUATION TOOL: QUALITY REVIEW GRADE 4





ALIGNMENT CRITERION Il. QUESTIONS AND TASKS SUPPORT STUDENT LEARNING

Questions posed to students in the materials under review should support student learning in building reading comprehension, in
finding and producing the textual evidence to support responses, and in developing grade-level academic language and domain-
specific words and phrases. Text for grade four students must include text-dependent questions that require the use of higher order
thinking skills. There should be a range of questions that require students to attend to the author’s language as his/her vehicle for
conveying meaning, as well as to support specific inferences with explicit details from the text. Most questions should require

that the student refer to the text in several places in order to devise an answer—rather than asking only literal, “right there” types of
guestions—and should require the student to begin comparing texts, authors, and opinions (CCSS).

GUIDING STATEMENTS SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXT/MATERIALS El\'\ifﬁ}l\%
Literature and Informational Text Lessons within each unit of the whole program provide simple 04) extensive
D1, ey ks i) B, BSOS AR e U ideas for questioning (main idea & details, character traits, etc).

' . i : . But they don't tell how those ideas link to the writing or .
students to explicitly attend to the text, including, but imolementation of the proarams @3) sufficient
not limited to: pleme € prog .

* Referring to details and examples in a text when
explaining whatthe text says and when making 02) some
inferences

e Summarizing text

« Determiningthetheme of a story or mainidea of Ol) weak

atext from keydetails
» Describing characters, settings, or eventsin depth
 Explaining events, procedures, ideas, or concepts covered
in historical, scientific, ortechnical reading selections,
including what happened and why

ELA/LITERACY GRADE-LEVEL INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS EVALUATION TOOL: QUALITY REVIEW GRADE 4 6
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EVIDENCE

GUIDING STATEMENTS SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXT/MATERIALS RATING

2b. Craft and Structure. Questions and tasks require students  Low on first/second hand accounts, but high in using grade level 04) extensive
to explicitly attend to the text, including, but notlimitedto: ~ vocab skills to understand the meaning of a word in context.

» Determining the meaning of words and phrases as @3) sufficient
used in the text, including general academic and
domain-specific words as well as those that allude to

significant characters found in mythology (such as O 2) some
Herculean)

 Explainingthe differencesbetweendrama, prose,and poetry

» Describing the overall structure of a text or structural O 1) weak

elements of poems and drama

» Comparing and contrasting the point of view from which
different storiesare narrated, including first-and
second-handaccountsofthe same event or topic, or
first-and third-person narrations of a story

2c. Integration of Knowledge and Ideas. Questions and tasks BeSideS two ur_1its that come With things that can be put up 64) extensive
require studentsto explicitly attendtothe text, including, visually, there is only a guideline of anchor charts that th.e
but not limitedto: teacher can create with students. There aren't a lot of things to O 3) sufficient

« Explaining how an author uses reasons and evidence to look at visually besides what's in the individual student readers.

support points

» Making connections between the text of a story or adrama @ 2) some
and prose

* Interpreting information presented visually, orally, or
quantitatively O 1) weak

» Comparingand contrasting the treatment of
similar themes, topics, and patterns of eventsin
literature
* Integrating information from two texts onthe same topic

OVERALLRATING: O 4)extensive evidence O 3) sufficient evidence @2) some evidence Ol) weak evidence

SUMMARY STATEMENT (Explain why the materials received this overall rating):
Different accounts of the same topic are missing, and is weak in most areas besides the whole units on Mythical things and poetry.

ELA/LITERACY GRADE-LEVEL INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS EVALUATION TOOL: QUALITY REVIEW GRADE 4 7





ALIGNMENT CRITERIONIII. WRITINGTOSOURCESANDRESEARCH

The writing standards for each grade level highlight distinctive expectations about student writing. For details on grade-level writing
expectations and writing exemplars for grade four, see the Common Core State Standards for English Language Arts and Literacy.
The metrics below show key characteristics to look for in your review of materials.

GUIDING STATEMENTS SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXT/MATERIALS El\éIADCEII\II\ICCE
3a. Writing assignments are explicitly connected to what @4) extensive
students are reading, and routinely include writing over
shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) and -
extended time frames (for research, reflection, and revision) 03) sufficient
for a range of discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and |
audiences. O 2) some

Ol) weak
3b. Text-dependent questions generally create the foundation @4) extensive
for students to address culminating writing tasks,

TS el OB) sufficient

* Writing opinion pieces ontopics or texts, supporting a
point of view with reasons and information

 Writing informative/explanatory texts to examine atopic OZ) some
and conveyideas and information clearly

e Writing narratives to develop real or imagined
experiences or events using effective technique, Ol) weak
descriptive details, and clear sequences of events

3c.Reading materials can serve as models to explore @4) extensive
writer’s craft, demonstrate use of domain-specific words and
phrases, and support student production of grade-level O 3) sufficient

opinion, informational, and narrative writing.

OZ) some
O 1) weak

ELA/LITERACY GRADE-LEVEL INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS EVALUATION TOOL: QUALITY REVIEW GRADE 4 8
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EVIDENCE

GUIDING STATEMENTS SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXT/MATERIALS RATING
3d. Materialsinclude explicit supportto teachers, eitherin the @ 4) extensive
teacher’'s edition or classroom materials, for writing
instruction linked to the grade four writing standards, O 3) sufficient

including:

» Producing clear and coherent writing in which the
development and organization are appropriate to the O 2) some
task, purpose, andaudience
* Developing and strengthening writing by planning, revising,
and editing O 1) weak
* Usingtechnology, including the Internet, to produce and
publishwriting, as well astointeract and collaborate with
others, demonstrating sufficient keyboarding skills
» Graphic organizers, chart, etc. to aid in explicit
teacher instruction

Materials should also guide the teaching of specific
components of grade four writing standards 1-3 (See CCSS).

O
1
@ 4) extensive

3e. Materials provide opportunities and resourcesfor
students to conduct shortresearch projects that build
knowledge about a topic, including: O 3) sufficient

* Investigating different aspects of a topic
* Recalling relevantinformation from experiences

or gathering informationfromprintanddigital O 2) some
sources

» Taking notes and categorizing information

 Providing a list of sources O 1) weak

» Drawing evidence from literary orinformational textsto
support analysis, reflection, or research

OVERALLRATING: 04) extensive evidence @3) sufficient evidence OZ) some evidence Ol) weak evidence

SUMMARY STATEMENT (Explain why the materials received this overall rating):
The writing program is great and has the ability to write for short and extended periods of time. The writing connects with what the
lessons/readings are, and has students write twice on each type of writing (2 info, 2 narrative, 2 opinion). The program falls short with
identifying the connection between the text and their independent writing.

ELA/LITERACY GRADE-LEVEL INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS EVALUATION TOOL: QUALITY REVIEW GRADE 4 9
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ALIGNMENT CRITERION IV: FOUNDATIONAL SKILLS

Materials provide guidance and support for explicit and systematic instruction and diagnostic support in grade-level phonics,
vocabulary development, syntax, and reading fluency. Students must be able to recognize and pronounce words fluently in order to
focus on the major goal of reading, which is comprehension. Effective foundational skills instruction in grade four includes an explicit
and systematic focus on phonics and practice in applying phonics for students who are struggling. Building word analysis skills and

fluency must also be contextualized within the materials (CCSS).

GUIDING STATEMENTS SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXT/MATERIALS

EVIDENCE
RATING

4a. Materials provide teachers with guidance and supportfor ~ Fluency assessment at the end of the unit
explicit and systematic instruction of the grade four

Reading Standards for Foundational Skills by providing

instruction in phonics, word analysis, and reading with

fluency to support comprehension. (Refer to CCSS,

Appendix Abrthe research detailing the advancement of

foundational skills in reading.)

04) extensive
(O 3) sufficient
@2 some
O 1 weak

4b. Materialsinclude a variety of opportunities for students to

develop and apply word analysis and decoding skills,

including:

 Understanding grade-level vocabulary using anintegrated
approach(includingaffixes, multi-syllable words, etc.)

 Understanding multisyllabic wordsin context and out of
context

* Self-correctingusingword recognition skills and
context clues, rereading text purposefully as needed

« Developing fluency with grade-level regular and irregular
spelling patterns

 Spelling patterns and morphology

)4 extensive
(O 3) sufficient
(® 1) weak

ELA/LITERACY GRADE-LEVEL INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS EVALUATION TOOL: QUALITY REVIEW GRADE 4
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EVIDENCE

GUIDING STATEMENTS SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXT/MATERIALS RATING
4c. Materials provide regular practice in reading grade-level 04) extensive
prose and poetry with accuracy, atan appropriate rate, and
with appropriate expression. O 3) sufficient

O 2) some
@ 1) weak
4d. Materials guide studentsinreading grade-level texts with 04) extensive
purpose and understanding, making frequent connections
between the acquisition of foundational skills and access O 3) sufficient
to the meaning of texts (including a set of text-dependent

or text-specific questions to check for understanding).

O 2) some
@ 1) weak

OVERALLRATING: 04) extensive evidence O 3) sufficient evidence OZ) some evidence @ 1) weak evidence

SUMMARY STATEMENT (Explain why the materials received this overall rating):
Besides the fluency assessment at the end of each unit, the program doesn't provide the skills or lessons to help students who are
significantly below grade level. There is no prescribed spelling or word study program and utilizes on root/Greek morphology in
isolation.

ELA/LITERACY GRADE-LEVEL INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS EVALUATION TOOL: QUALITY REVIEW GRADE 4 11





ALIGNMENT CRITERION V: LANGUAGE

The Common Core State Standards for language focus on ensuring that students gain adequate mastery of a range of language skills
and applications. Students are expected to meet each year’s grade-specific standards and retain or further develop skills, knowledge,
and vocabulary gained in preceding grades (CCSS).

GUIDING STATEMENTS

SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXT/MATERIALS

EVIDENCE
RATING

Conventions of Standard English

5a. There is evidence that grade-level grammar and conventions
are addressed using an integrated and contextualized approach
in daily instruction. Materials and tasks in grade four are

designed to help build student understanding and use of:

Relative pronouns

Progressive verbtenses

Modal auxiliaries such as can, may, or mustto convey
various conditions

Correctordering of adjectives within sentences
Prepositional phrases

Complete sentences and editing fragments and run-ons
Correct spelling and capitalization

Commas and quotation marks to mark direct
speechor quotations

Commasbeforea coordinating conjunctionin a
compound sentence

04) extensive
O 3) sufficient

@ 2) some
O 1) weak

Knowledge of Language
5b. The materials support instruction on:

Choosing words and phrases to convey ideas precisely
Choosing punctuation for effect

Differentiating between contexts that call for formal and
informal English

04) extensive
(®) 3) sufficient
O 2) some
O 1) weak

ELA/LITERACY GRADE-LEVEL INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS EVALUATION TOOL: QUALITY REVIEW GRADE 4
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GUIDING STATEMENTS

Vocabulary Acquisition and Use

5c.Thematerials provide context,support,and strategies

for teaching vocabulary acquisition skills, including:

» Using context clues to unlock the meaning of words

» UsingGreek orLatin affixes and rootsas clues
to the meaning of words

 Consulting reference materials to determine pronunciation
or the meaning of words

5d. The materials provide embedded opportunities for
students to encounter and develop an understanding of
figurative language, word relationships, and nuances in
word meanings.

OVERALLRATING: O4)extensive evidence O 3) sufficient evidence @ 2) some evidence O 1) weak evidence

SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXT/MATERIALS

SUMMARY STATEMENT (Explain why the materials received this overall rating):
All of these ideas are taught in isolation when in the writing lessons, but isn't available for repeated comprehension when writing.
Greek/Latin roots are used in isolation with units (a few lessons here and there), but aren't practiced throughout the units or curriculum.

EVIDENCE
RATING

OA) extensive
OB) sufficient

@2) some
O 1) weak

OA) extensive
(O3) sufficient
(®)2) some
Ol) weak

ELA/LITERACY GRADE-LEVEL INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS EVALUATION TOOL: QUALITY REVIEW GRADE 4
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ALIGNMENT CRITERIONVI: SPEAKINGAND LISTENING

To be CCSS-aligned, speaking and listening must be integrated into lessons, items, and tasks. These must reflect a progression of

communication skills required for eventual college- and career-readiness. If grade four students are able to listen to others, discuss
what they are learning, and voice their own confusion or misunderstandings, their learning becomes deeper and more meaningful.
They are exposed, at this level, to points of view that may differ from their own, and they learn how to agree and disagree, express

their own thoughts, and ask questions when they don’t understand or need more clarification (CCSS).

GUIDING STATEMENTS SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXT/MATERIALS

6a. Comprehension and Collaboration. Materials provide a
language framework for student participation in
academic conversations, including the ability to:

» Come to a discussion prepared

* Follow agreed upon rules/roles

» Pose andrespond to specific questions to clarify or follow
up oninformation

* Reviewkey ideas and explain their own ideas

» Useaccurate, grade-appropriate conversational, general
academic,and domain-specificwordsand phrases

EVIDENCE
RATING

O 4) extensive
O 3) sufficient

@ 2) some
O 1) weak

ELA/LITERACY GRADE-LEVEL INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS EVALUATION TOOL: QUALITY REVIEW GRADE 4
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GUIDING STATEMENTS SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXT/MATERIALS

6b.PresentationofKnowledge and Ideas. Materials provide a
language framework for student planning of effective
presentations, focusing on:

» Howtoreportonatopicusing evidenceto
present findings from their research

* How to tell a story or recount an
experience in an organized manner

» Howtouse appropriate facts andrelevant details to
supportmain ideas and themes

» Howto speakin complete sentenceswhen appropriate to
the task and situation clearly and at anacceptable pace

» Howto differentiate between contexts for formal English
and situations where informal discourse is appropriate

OVERALLRATING: O4)extensive evidence OB) sufficient evidence @2) some evidence O 1) weak evidence

SUMMARY STATEMENT (Explain why the materials received this overall rating):

EVIDENCE
RATING

04) extensive
O 3) sufficient
@ 2) some

O 1) weak

Students will often interview each other or listen to another students ideas, but they aren't asked to group and speak in a prolonged
discussion with each other very often, if at all. The students are asked and prompted by the teacher on their thoughts about a question,
but it would require the teacher to create the discussion availabilities on their own, since it's not presented in the curriculum outlines.

ELA/LITERACY GRADE-LEVEL INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS EVALUATION TOOL: QUALITY REVIEW GRADE 4
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ALIGNMENT CRITERION VII: SCAFFOLDING AND SUPPORTS

While scaffolds are not a part of the standards themselves, it is important to support teachers in meeting the needs of the range of
students in their classrooms. In order to meet the reading, speaking, and writing needs of all grade four students, the materials
must include supports for students to comprehend texts at the grades three through five-complexity band as required, and at the high
end of this complexity band with scaffolding. Supports and scaffolds should draw students back to the text and provide strategies for
vocabulary acquisition. All scaffolding and support requires ongoing formal and informal assessments that provide multiple

opportunities for students to demonstrate their proficiency and inform instruction.

It is important to note that scaffolding is not just intended for struggling students, but also for students who are ready for above
grade-level work. As text complexity increases and tasks get increasingly challenging, the need for appropriate scaffolds for above

grade-level access is equally important (CCSS).

GUIDING STATEMENTS SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXT/MATERIALS

EVIDENCE
RATING

7a. The texts promote differentiated instruction and
instructional conversations about text to support student
learning of:

» Academic language
* Linguistic frames for student talk and writing
* Repeated grammatical structures and language

04) extensive
O 3) sufficient

O 2) some
@ 1) weak

7b. The materials include student supports such as: No digital student resources seen

Multiple digital and media versions of texts
lllustrations

Graphs andcharts

Maps and photographs

* Visual cues/notes that draw attention to words in
the text that signal sequence or offer clues to meaning
(i.e.,where, when, and how key events occur)

04) extensive
O 3) sufficient

O 2) some
@ 1) weak

ELA/LITERACY GRADE-LEVEL INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS EVALUATION TOOL: QUALITY REVIEW GRADE 4

16



http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/



GUIDING STATEMENTS

7c. The materialsaredesignedto support teacher
instruction by use of:

« Explicit instructional directions accompanied by materials
that are clearly aligned to stated goals and objectives
that build student abilityto read and comprehendgrade-
level text

« Strategies to gradually increase difficulty as students’
comprehension skills strengthen

+ Strategiesto supportstudentacquisition of
knowledge supporting specific common core
standards

* Clear and detailed teacher directions and guidance
for introducing new concepts and skills

» Clear guidance for documenting student progress
toward meeting grade-level standards

7d.The materials provide support for student
learning throughvaryingmodalities (i.e., thereare
provisionsfor print, digital, and other multimedia sources
forinformation attainment).

SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXT/MATERIALS

Teacher has access to the online portal which gives access to
printable material and resources, but that's another thing the
teacher has to do.

EVIDENCE
RATING

04) extensive
O 3) sufficient

@ 2) some
O 1) weak

@4) extensive
(O 3) suffcient
O 2) some
(® 1) weak

ELA/LITERACY GRADE-LEVEL INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS EVALUATION TOOL: QUALITY REVIEW GRADE 4
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GUIDING STATEMENTS

7e. The materials include assessments along with:

Suggestions for next steps to address a spectrum of
performancelevels and needs based onassessmentresults
Opportunities for students to demonstrate their expertise
through the use of performance tasks

Pieces ofchallengingand complete textthatcan be
used to assessstudentunderstandingand next
instructional steps

Reading selections and questions that progressin a logical
sequence for gradual release?

Enrichmenttasksfor students who are ontarget for
meeting grade-level expectations

Steps to take when evidence suggests that students

are starting to fallbehind

EVIDENCE

SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXT/MATERIALS RATING

Has sections for ELL students- shows directions on how to get 04) extensive
them engaged in the group and understand topics based on

what "group" they're in (emerging, bridging, etc). Also has a 03) sufficient
section for students who are doing well with the ideas and can

have a challenge task. But it has ZERO assistance for students

who don't understand the concept and need remediation. @2) some

O 1) weak

OVERALLRATING: Oél)extensive evidence OS) sufficient evidence @ 2) some evidence Ol) weak evidence

SUMMARY STATEMENT (Explain why the materials received this overall rating):
See above

1 Gradual release: scaffolding of instruction so that students develop the ability to read and complete tasks and assignments independently and proficiently.
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Textbook and Instructional Material Evaluation Rubric Form-

English Language Arts

Instructional materials are designed for use by students and teachers as a learning resource for students to acquire
essential knowledge, skills, abilities, and dispositions. This includes print and non-print materials, including
comprehensive/core textbooks, supplemental materials, Web-based and electronic textbooks, and assessments.

Title: Core Knowledge Author(s): Publisher(s): Amplify
Copyright Date: Subject/Grade Level: 4

Student ISBN:

Teacher Edition ISBN:

Instructions: Use the tables below to determine if the Textbook or Instructional material meets each criteria.

Organization

Criteria 2 1

Meets | Inadequate Comments

1. Material provides a useful table of
contents, glossary, supplemental pages, and X
index.

2. Layout is consistent; chapters/units are
arranged logically; and allow access through X
multiple modalities.

3. Teacher edition contains interesting
introductions and a list of prerequisites skills X
for each chapter.
4. Material contains examples, explanations, X
and/or online resources to the depth and
breadth of the Nevada Academic Content
Standards.

5. Information is accurate, current, and X
research-based.

6. Focus of academic and domain specific
vocabulary is prevalent throughout reading, X Highly focused on academic vocabulary
writing, listening, and speaking.
7. Size and format of print is appropriate. X
8. Format is visually appealing & interesting. X

9. Material provides Smarter Balanced
assessment type questions and/or X
performance-based tasks.
10. Electronic and interactive format

available. X

Other:
Total Organization: 15

English Language Arts Content

1

Nevada Department of Education July 2, 2013 Textbook and Instructional Material Adoption Form

W
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Criteria 2 1

Meets | Inadequate Comments

11. Materials focus on the knowledge, skills, and
abilities (KSAs) appropriate to the grade level. X

12. Material demonstrates. coherence and rigor of X
KSAs appropriate to grade level.

13. Real-world applications are relevant to the X

students Has real world applications, but aren't relevant

14. Information and directions are clearly written and X
explained.

15. Tasks are aligned to the anchor standards of the X
Nevada Academic Content Standards.

16. Non-text content (maps, graphs, pictures, etc.) are
accurate, authentic, and well integrated into the X
instructional material.

17. Lessons/tasks are interdisciplinary when X
appropriate.

18. Tasks apply to the diversity of students and their X
abilities, interests, and learning styles.

19. Questions and tasks encourage the development X
and application of higher-level thinking skills.

20. Teacher edition includes questioning strategies
and/or questions to check for understanding at all
Depth of Knowledge (DOK) levels.

21. Teacher edition includes formative X
assessment/evaluation tools and processes.

Is included, but is weak

22. Material adheres to the text complexity at each |
grade level outlined by the Nevada Academic Content
Standards.

23. Material provides access to or demonstrates
concepts in multiple ways, allowing for a variety of
student responses.

24. Tasks have a purpose, aligned to a skill or concept
at grade level.

X[ X[ X | | X

25. Range and quality of text at each grade level is
addressed with a well-balanced representation of X
literary and informational texts.

26. Material includes application of skills and
concepts at grade level.

X

27. Material makes it clear that student writing is a
key task (argument, informative, response to audience X
and purpose, short focused research).

28. Content includes 21* Century skill development

such as collaboration, creative thinking, and problem X
solving.
Other:
Total ELA Content Criteria: 28
Inclusion
2
Nevada Department of Education July 2, 2013 Textbook and Instructional Material Adoption Form
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Criteria

2 1

Meets | Inadequate

Comments

29. Material reflects a variety of ways to
differentiate instruction and model content to
support all learners.

X

30. Material reflects sensitivity with regard
to gender, race/ethnicity, religion, socio-
economic status, intellectual, and physical
abilities.

31. Material includes access to a multilingual
glossary.

32. Material provides resources for students
with disabilities and English Language
Learners aligned to grade level content.

Only has minor support for ELL

33. Material is available for students with
visual impairments via a NIMAS file on the
NIMAC system.

X | X [ X

Not even recognized

Other:

Total Inclusion Criteria:

Alignment

Criteria

2 1

Meets | Inadequate Comments

34. Material content aligns to
district/organization curricutum.

35. Material content aligns with college and
career readiness skills (Nevada Academic
Content Standards).

36. Material is a useful resource in preparing
students to meet the requirements of the
Nevada Academic Content Standards and
statewide assessments.

Other:

Total Alignment Criteria:

Total Score for ELA Textbook or Instructional Material: 53

Nevada Department of Education
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Textbook and Instructional Material Adoption Form
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COMPONENT 1: TEXT COMPLEXITY

Assessing text complexity in kindergarten and grade one is more a qualitative than quantitative process. The guiding statements
provided in this section will examine text complexity in order to differentiate quality and richness among the texts—particularly
anchor texts—WCSD is considering for adoption. Anchor texts are materials designed to serve as the central unifying tool for the
development of reading comprehension. While evaluations of text complexity formally begin with grade two, student reading
materials, texts, and other materials in kindergarten and grade one need to create the conditions for rich and robust discussion and
writing for ALL students (struggling readers, students with identified academic disabilities, English Learners, students who are

performing at grade level, and advanced students).
GUIDING STATEMENTS SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXT/MATERIALS

Literature and Informational Text Read Aloud texts

Cla. Thetexts presentrich and embedded relationships
between and among characters, ideas, and concepts that
are conveyed through masterful style and structure. (See
exemplars in CCSS, AppendixB.)

C1b. The materials consistently include short, challenging, and Skills Reader and lessons found in the Skills Teacher Guide.
complete texts that contain rich content, ideas, and

academiclanguageworthyofclosereading.(Seeexemplarsin = No level info provided about Skill Reader texts

CCSS, AppendixB.)

EVIDENCE
RATING

@ 4) extensive
O 3) sufficient

O 2) some
O 1) weak

O 4) extensive
@ 3) sufficient
O 2) some

O 1) weak

ELA/LITERACY GRADE-LEVEL INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS EVALUATION TOOL: QUALITY REVIEW GRADE K-1
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C1lc. The materials consistently provide opportunities to Student reading materials lack informational texts.
readbothliteraryandinformationaltexts. For studentreading

materialsin kindergartenand grade one, refertothe Alignment

Criteria for Foundational Skills (4a-4d of this

document).Read- aloud anchor texts should fall within or

above the grades two through three text complexity band.

OVERALL RATING: O 4) extensive evidence @ 3) sufficient evidence O 2) some evidence O 1) weak evidence

SUMMARY STATEMENT (Explain why the materials received this overall rating):

O 4) extensive
O 3) sufficient

O 2) some
@ 1) weak

ELA/LITERACY GRADE-LEVEL INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS EVALUATION TOOL: QUALITY REVIEW GRADE K-1





COMPONENT 2: QUESTIONS AND TASKS

At least 80% of all questions in the submission are high-quality text-dependent and text-specific questions. The overwhelming
majority of these questions reference specific text and draw students’ attention to the text they are reading. Text-dependent
guestions that address the kindergarten and grade one standards will be described in greater depth in Alignment Criterion 1.

ALIGNMENT CRITERION|: RANGE AND QUALITY OF TEXTS

Materials must reflect a wide range of text types and genres, as required by the standards. In kindergarten and grade one, and
across all other grade levels, there should be ample texts on topics that can support sustained study. Knowledge built at one grade
level should be expanded in other grade levels. Topics should take into account individual student academic needs and interests in
order to foster independent reading. It is also imperative that the included topics and themes are compelling enough to read multiple
times and are aligned to district needs. Pay particular attention to the guidance provided in Appendix B of the Common Core State

Standards.

GUIDING STATEMENTS SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXT/MATERIALS

Literature and Informational Text

la. The range of materials, both print and digital, allows
teachers and students to explore content that coherently
and systematically builds knowledge and vocabulary across
subjects,themes,and topics. Thisappliesespecially totexts
readaloudbytheteacher,whichshould promote speaking
andlisteningabouttopicsunderstudyinkindergartenand
grade one. (See CCSS Appendix B for examples of grade-level
knowledgedemands.) Textsetsalsoaddressawide variety of
studentinterests,andarelikelytofosterindependentreading.

1b. Textsets include a diverse range of high quality, culturally-  Student readers are lacking in diversity
responsive ad appropriate topics andthemes. Textsfrom

diverse cultures reflect the same high-quality features that

are demanded of all texts.

EVIDENCE
RATING

@9
O 9 s
O 2) some
O v weak

O 4) extensive
@ 3) sufficient
O 2) some

O 1) weak

ELA/LITERACY GRADE-LEVEL INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS EVALUATION TOOL: QUALITY REVIEW GRADE K-1
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GUIDING STATEMENTS SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXT/MATERIALS

1c. Materialsinclude arich and diverse sampling of literary Fables
texts, including poems and stories with relevant illustrations.

1d. The range of informational texts include: A|thOUgh the Read Aloud texts are heavy with information texts
they are not typical texts that have text features. Instead they
are more picture card/flip chart pictures meant to assist in
narration.

At least two selections on the same topic

« Selections with various text features such as headings,
tables of contents, glossaries, andillustrations

1le. Student reading materials contain a range of Skills Readers seem to increase in d|ff|CU|ty but no information
increasingly challenging selections that allow teachers to Was found in regard to levels.

build students’ ability to comprehend complex text and

expand vocabulary throughout the school year.

EVIDENCE
RATING

O 4) extensive
O 3) sufficient
O 2) some

@ 1) weak
O 4) extensive

O 3) sufficient
@ 2) some

O 1) weak
O 4) extensive

O 3) sufficient
@ 2) some
O 1) weak

OVERALL RATING: 704)extensiveevidencg O 3) sufficientevidence @ 2) some evidence O 1) weak evidence

SUMMARY STATEMENT (Explain why the materials received this overall rating):

ELA/LITERACY GRADE-LEVEL INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS EVALUATION TOOL: QUALITY REVIEW GRADE K-1





ALIGNMENT CRITERION Il. QUESTIONS AND TASKS SUPPORT STUDENT LEARNING

Questions posed to students in the materials under review should support student learning in building reading comprehension, in
finding and producing the textual evidence to support responses, and in developing grade-level academic language. Texts for
kindergarten and grade one students must include text-dependent questions that require the use of higher order thinking skills. There
should be a range of questions that require students to attend to the author’s language as his/her vehicle for conveying meaning, as
well as to support specific inferences with explicit details from the text. Most questions should require that the student refer to the text
in several places in order to devise an answer—rather than asking only literal, “right there” types of questions (CCSS).

GUIDING STATEMENTS SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXT/MATERIALS EER—?}‘,&E
Literature and Informational Text Students do not have many opportunities to have text in front of O 4) extensive
2a. Key Ideas and Details. Questions and tasks them. Program would need to be supplemented. N
require students to explicitly attend to the text, O 3) sufficient

including, butnot limited to:

+ Askingandansweringquestionsaboutkeydetailsinthetext @ 2) some
Retelling familiar stories, including key details

Identifying and describing characters, settings, and major

events in astory O 1) weak
Identifying the main topic of a text

Describing the connection between two individuals, events,

or ideas in a text

2b. Craft and Structure. Questions and tasks require O 4) extensive
students to explicitly attend to the text, including, but not
limited to: O 3) sufficient
« Determining the meanings of unknown words andphrases

in stories, poems, and informational texts O 2) some
« Recognizing and explaining the differences between

common types of text both literary (such as storybooks

and poems) and informational @ 1) weak
< Namingtheauthorandillustratorand describingtheirroles

in telling the story or presenting ideas
» Recognizingandusingvariousfeaturesininformational

texts (such as headings or glossaries) to locate information

ELA/LITERACY GRADE-LEVEL INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS EVALUATION TOOL: QUALITY REVIEW GRADE K-1 6
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GUIDING STATEMENTS

SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXT/MATERIALS

EVIDENCE
RATING

2c. Integration of Knowledge and Ideas. Questions and
tasks require studentsto explicitly attend to the text,
including, but not limitedto:

« Comparing and contrasting the experiences of characters in
stories

 Describingthe keyideas conveyed inillustrations

* Identifyingreasonsauthors give to supportpoints andthe
similarities between two texts on the same topic

04) extensive

OVERALL RATING: O 4)extensive evidence O 3)sufficient evidence @ 2) some evidence O 1) weak evidence

SUMMARY STATEMENT (Explain why the materials received this overall rating):

ELA/LITERACY GRADE-LEVEL INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS EVALUATION TOOL: QUALITY REVIEW GRADE K-1






ALIGNMENT CRITERIONIII. WRITINGTOSOURCESANDRESEARCH

The writing standards for each grade level highlight distinctive expectations about student writing. In kindergarten and grade one,
students perform age-appropriate writing tasks and assignments with support and guidance from the teacher. For details on text
types and purposes, production and distribution of writing, research to build and present knowledge, and the range of writing in
kindergarten and grade one, see the Common Core State Standards for English Language Arts and Literacy. The metrics below show

key characteristics to look for in your review of materials.

GUIDING STATEMENTS

SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXT/MATERIALS

EVIDENCE
RATING

3a. Wrmng assignments are exp||c|t|y connected to what ertlng StUd|O |eSSOI‘lS dO not eXpl|C|t|y connect to What StUdentS O 4) extensive

students are reading, and materials a reorganized to
elicit responses to sources in age-appropriate ways.
This might include activities such as dictation or making
pictures to express thoughts in addition to writing, with
support from the teacher.

are reading.

@ 3) sufficient
O 2) some
O 1) weak

3b. Text-dependent questions generally create the foundation

for students to address culminating writing tasks, including:

« Opinionwriting, inwhich studentsintroduce atopic or
name abook, state an opinion, and supply areasonforthe
opinion (using acombination of drawing, dictating, and
writing at the kindergarten level)

« Informative/explanatory writing, in which students name a
topic and supply facts aboutthe topic (using a combination
of drawing, dictating, and writing atthe kindergarten level)

 Narrativewriting,inwhich studentsrecounttwoormore
appropriately sequenced events, including details about
what happened (using a combination of drawing, dictating,
and writing at the kindergarten level)

o
@ sten
O 2) some
O 1 weak

3c. Reading materials can serve as models to explore writer's
craftand support student production of grade-level opinion,
informational, and narrative writing.

O 4) extensive
O 3) sufficient

O 2) some
@ 1) weak

ELA/LITERACY GRADE-LEVEL INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS EVALUATION TOOL: QUALITY REVIEW GRADE K-1
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EVIDENCE

GUIDING STATEMENTS SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXT/MATERIALS RATING
3d. Materialsinclude explicit supporttoteachers, either O 4) extensive
intheteacher’'seditionor classroom materials, forwriting
instruction linkedtothe kindergarten and grade one writing @ 3) sufficient
standards, including:
 Focusing on a topic, responding to questions from 5

peers, and adding detailsto strengthenwriting as O ) some
needed
« Exploring and startingto use a variety of digital O 1) weak
tools to produce and publish writing, including in
collaboration with peers
3e. Materials provide opportunities and resources O 4) extensive
for students to participate in shared research and
writing projects, including: O 3) sufficient
» Recalling information from experiences ,
» Gathering information from provided sources O 2) some

@ 1) weak

OVERALL RATING: O 4)extensive evidence O 3)sufficient evidence OZ) some evidence Ol) weak evidence

SUMMARY STATEMENT (Explain why the materials received this overall rating):

ELA/LITERACY GRADE-LEVEL INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS EVALUATION TOOL: QUALITY REVIEW GRADE K-1





ALIGNMENT CRITERION IV: FOUNDATIONAL SKILLS

Effective instruction on foundational skills in kindergarten and grade one includes explicit and systematic lessons and diagnostic
support in concepts of print, the alphabetic principle, phonics, phonological awareness, vocabulary development and word
recognition, syntax, and reading fluency. Students must be able to recognize and pronounce words fluently in order to focus on the
major goal of reading, which is comprehension. Building these foundational skills must be contextualized within the materials.

GUIDING STATEMENTS SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXT/MATERIALS

EVIDENCE
RATING

4a. Materials provide teachers with guidance and supportfor
explicitand systematicinstruction ofthekindergarten and
grade oneReading Standards for Foundational Skills (CCSS),
including concepts of print, phonological awareness,
letter recognition, phonics, wordrecognition, andreading
fluencyin a research-based and transparent progression.
(Refer to CCSS Appendix A for the research detailing the
advancement of foundational reading skills.)

O 4) extensive
O 3) sufficient

O 2) some
@ 1) weak

4b.Materialsinclude avariety of opportunitiesthatallow Pen and paper heavy
forsystematicandfrequent practice of all foundational

skillsthrough such features as engaging texts, games, digital

materials, etc.

O
O 9ten
@ 2) some
O 1) weak

ELA/LITERACY GRADE-LEVEL INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS EVALUATION TOOL: QUALITY REVIEW GRADE K-1
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GUIDING STATEMENTS SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXT/MATERIALS

4c. Materials provide regular practice in encoding (spelling)
and decoding (reading) the sound symbol relationships
of English.

4d. Materials guide studentsinreadingemergentreadertexts | Seeing minimal connections to student reading and acquisition
for kindergarten and grade-level texts for grade one with = of foundational skills.

purpose and understanding, making frequent connections

betweenthe acquisition offoundational skillsand access

to the meaning of texts (including a set of text-dependent

or text-specific questions to check for understanding).

OVERALL RATING: O 4)extensive evidence O 3) sufficient evidence @2) some evidence O 1) weak evidence

SUMMARY STATEMENT (Explain why the materials received this overall rating):

EVIDENCE
RATING

O 4) extensive
@ 3) sufficient

O 2) some
O 1) weak

O 4) extensive
O 3) sufficient

@ 2) some
O 1) weak

ELA/LITERACY GRADE-LEVEL INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS EVALUATION TOOL: QUALITY REVIEW GRADE K-1
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ALIGNMENT CRITERION V: LANGUAGE

The Common Core State Standards for language focus on ensuring that students gain adequate mastery of a range of language
skills and applications. Students are expected to meet each year’s grade-specific standards and retain or further develop skills and

knowledge (CCSS).
EVIDENCE
GUIDING STATEMENTS SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXT/MATERIALS RATING
Conventions of Standard English 04) extensive
5a. There is evidence that grade-level grammar and N
conventions are addressed using an integrated and @ 3) sufficient

contextualized approach in daily instruction. Materials and
tasksinkindergartenandgrade one aredesignedto help O 2) some
build student understanding and use of:
« Upper- and lower-caseletters
* Question words O 1) weak
» Recognition and use of end punctuation
« Frequently occurring nouns in kindergarten, and common,
proper, and possessive nouns by grade one
* Frequently occurring verbs in kindergarten, and use of verbs
toconvey past, present, and future actionsingrade
one
» Complete sentence in kindergarten, and compound
declarative, interrogative, imperative, and exclamatory
sentences in gradeone
* Capitalizationofthefirstword inasentence in
kindergarten, and of dates and names of peoplein
grade one
« Correct spelling, by sounding out simple words
phonetically inkindergarten and applying common
spelling patternsto spell words in grade one

Grade One

 Regular plural nouns, with matching verbs

* Personal, possessive, and indefinite pronouns

« Conjunctions and determiners, such as articles or
demonstratives

» Frequently occurring adjectives

ELA/LITERACY GRADE-LEVEL INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS EVALUATION TOOL: QUALITY REVIEW GRADE K-1
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EVIDENCE

GUIDING STATEMENTS SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXT/MATERIALS RATING
Vocabulary Acquisition and Use O 4) extensive
5b.The materialsprovidecontext,support,and strategies
for teaching vocabulary acquisition skills, including: O 3) sufficient
« Identifyingnewmeaningsforfamiliarwordsinkindergarten
« Using sentence-level context clues to unlock the
meaning of words in grade one O 2) some

« Using frequently occurring inflections and affixes as clues

to the meaning of words @ 1) weak
 Usingrootwords(suchaslook)andtheirinflectionalforms

(looks, looked, looking) in grade one

. . o 4) extensive
5c¢. The materials provide embedded opportunities for O )
studentstoencounterand develop anunderstanding of

word relationships and nuancesinword meanings. O 3) sufficient

@ 2) some
O 1) weak

OVERALL RATING: O 4)extensive evidence O 3)sufficient evidence @ 2) some evidence O 1) weak evidence

SUMMARY STATEMENT (Explain why the materials received this overall rating):

ELA/LITERACY GRADE-LEVEL INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS EVALUATION TOOL: QUALITY REVIEW GRADE K-1 13





ALIGNMENT CRITERIONVI: SPEAKINGANDLISTENING

To be CCSS-aligned, speaking and listening must be integrated into lessons, items, and tasks. These must reflect a progression

of communication skills required for eventual college- and career-readiness, as outlined in the standards. If

kindergarten and grade one students are able to listen to others, discuss what they are learning, and voice their own confusion or
misunderstandings, their learning becomes deeper and more meaningful. They are exposed, at this level, to points of view that may
differ from their own, and they learn how to agree and disagree, express their own thoughts, and ask questions when they don't
understand or need more clarification.

GUIDING STATEMENTS SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXT/MATERIALS E\FIQI,ECEI"I\IISES
4) extensi
6a. Comprehension and Collaboration. Materials provide O ) extensive
a frame that guides student participation in
academic conversations by: O 3) sufficient
« Agreeingonrulesfordiscussion, taking turns speaking
 Confirming understanding of texts read aloud @ 2) some
* Asking and answering questions to clarify and gather
information
O 1) weak
4) extensi
6b. Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas. Materials include O ) extensive
tasks that promote oral responses in a range of
collaborative discussions, and support students in: @ 3) sufficient
« Describing people, places, things, and events
* Using visual displays to add details
» Speaking audibly and completing sentences O 2) some
O 1) weak

OVERALL RATING: _O4)extensive evidence O 3)sufficient evidence @ 2) some_]evidence Ol) weak evidence

SUMMARY STATEMENT (Explain why the materials received this overall rating):

ELA/LITERACY GRADE-LEVEL INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS EVALUATION TOOL: QUALITY REVIEW GRADE K-1 14





ALIGNMENT CRITERION VII: SCAFFOLDING AND SUPPORTS

While scaffolds are not a part of the standards themselves, it is important to support teachers in meeting the needs of the range of
students in their classrooms. In order to meet the reading, speaking, and writing needs of all kindergarten and grade one students,
the materials must include supports for students to apply concepts of print, phonics, vocabulary development, syntax, and fluency in
comprehending texts. Supports and scaffolds should draw students back to the text and provide strategies for vocabulary acquisition.
All scaffolding and supports require ongoing formal and informal assessments that provide multiple opportunities for students to

demonstrate their proficiency and inform instruction.

Scaffolding is not just intended for struggling students, but also for students who are ready for above grade- level work. As text
complexity increases, and tasks get increasingly challenging, the need for appropriate scaffolds for above grade- level access is

equally important.

GUIDING STATEMENTS

SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXT/MATERIALS

EVIDENCE
RATING

7a. The texts promote differentiated instruction and
instructional conversations about textto support student
learning of:

» Academiclanguage
* Linguistic frames
» Repeated grammatical structures and language

O 4) extensive
O 3) sufficient

@ 2) some
O 1) weak

7b. The materials include student supports such as:
» Multiple digital and media versions of texts
lllustrations

Graphs and charts

Maps and photographs

Visual cues/notes that draw attention to words in
the text thatsignalsequence oroffercluestomeaning
(suchas where, when, and how key events occur)

O 4) extensive
O 3) sufficient

@ 2) some
O 1) weak

ELA/LITERACY GRADE-LEVEL INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS EVALUATION TOOL: QUALITY REVIEW GRADE K-1
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GUIDING STATEMENTS SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXT/MATERIALS

7c. Thematerialsaredesignedto supportteacher
instruction by use of:

« Explicit instructional directions accompanied by materials
that are clearly aligned to stated goals and objectives and
that build studentabilitytoreadand comprehendgrade-level
text

« Strategies to gradually increase difficulty as students’ skills
strengthen

» Strategiestosupportstudentacquisitionofknowledge
supporting specific common core standards

« Clear and detailed teacher directions and guidance
for introducing new concepts and skills

* Clear guidance for documenting student progress
toward meeting grade-levelstandards

7d. The materials provide supportfor students with varying
learningstylesand modalities(i.e.,thereareprovisionsfor
print, digital, and other multimedia sources for information
attainment).

7e. The materials include developmentally appropriate
materials and instructional sequences specifically designed
for students in the primary grades (such as role-play, songs,
games, etc.).

EVIDENCE
RATING

04) extensive

ELA/LITERACY GRADE-LEVEL INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS EVALUATION TOOL: QUALITY REVIEW GRADE K-1
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GUIDING STATEMENTS

7f. The materials include assessments along with:

e Suggestions for next steps to address a spectrum of
performance levels and needs based onassessmentresults

» Opportunities for students to demonstrate their expertise
through the use of performance tasks

« Pieces ofchallengingand complete text thatcanbeused
to assess student understanding and next instructional
steps

» Reading selections and questions that progressin alogical
sequence for gradual release?

« Enrichmenttasks for students who are ontarget for
meeting grade-levelexpectations

* Steps to take when evidence suggests that students
are starting to fallbehind

OVERALL RATING: O 4)extensive evidence G 3) sufficient evidence @ 2) some evidence O 1) weak evidence

SUMMARY STATEMENT (Explain why the materials received this overall rating):

Integration of Interdisciplinary Content Standards; Building Knowledge Systematically

THEMATIC SPIRAL
[

1. Gradual release: scaffolding of instruction so that students develop the ability to read and complete tasks and assignments independently and proficiently.

NGSS

NVACSS
[]

SEL

SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXT/MATERIALS

ELD

EVIDENCE
RATING

O 4) extensive
O 3) sufficient

@ 2) some
O 1) weak

ELA/LITERACY GRADE-LEVEL INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS EVALUATION TOOL: QUALITY REVIEW GRADE K-1
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		SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXTMATERIALSLiterature and Informational Text C1a The texts present rich and embedded relationships between and among characters ideas and concepts that are conveyed through masterful sty l e and structure See exemplars in CCSS Appendix B: Read Aloud texts 

		SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXTMATERIALSC1b The materials consistently include short challenging and complete texts that contain rich content ideas and academiclanguageworthyofclosereadingSeeexemplarsin CCSS Appendix B: Skills Reader and lessons found in the Skills Teacher Guide.

No level info provided about Skill Reader texts

		C1c The materials consistently provide opportunities to readbothliteraryandinformationaltextsForstudentreading mater i alsin k i ndergartenand gradeonerefertothe A l i gnment Criteria for Foundational Skills 4a4d of this documentReadaloud anchor texts should fall within or above the grades two through three text complexity band: Student reading materials lack informational texts.

		SUMMARY STATEMENT Explain why the materials received this overall rating: 

		SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXTMATERIALSLiterature and Informational Text 1a The range of materials both print and digital allows teachers and students to explore content that coherently and systematically builds knowledge and vocabulary across subjectsthemesand topicsThisappliesespecially totexts readaloudbytheteacherwhichshouldpromotespeaking andlisteningabouttopicsunderstudyinkindergartenand gradeone See CCSS Appendix B for examples of grade l evel knowledgedemandsTextsetsalsoaddressawidevarietyof studentinterestsandarelikelytofosterindependentreading: 

		SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXTMATERIALS1b Text sets include a diverse range of h i gh qual i ty cu l tural l y responsive and appropriate topics andthemesTextsfrom diverse cultures reflect the same highquality features that are demanded of all texts: Student readers are lacking in diversity

		SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXTMATERIALS1cMaterialsincludearich anddiverse sampling ofliterary texts i nc l ud i ng poems and stories with re l evant illustrations: Fables



		SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXTMATERIALS1d The range of informational texts include  At least two selections on the same topic  Select i ons with var i ous text features such as headings tablesof contentsglossaries andillustrations: Although the Read Aloud texts are heavy with information texts they are not typical texts that have text features. Instead they are more picture card/flip chart pictures meant to assist in narration.

		SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXTMATERIALS1e Student reading materials contain a range of increasingly challenging selections that allow teachers to build students ability to comprehend complex text and expand vocabulary throughout the school year: Skills Readers seem to increase in difficulty but no information was found in regard to levels.

		SUMMARY STATEMENT Explain why the materials received this overall rating_2: 

		SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXTMATERIALSLiterature and Informational Text 2a Key Ideas and Details Questions and tasks require students to explicitly attend to the text includingbutnot limited to  Askingandanswer i ngquestionsaboutkeydetailsinthetext  Retelling familiar stories including key details  Ident i fy i ng and describing characters sett i ngs and major events in astory  Identifying the main topic of a text  Describing the connection between two individualsevents or ideas in a text: Students do not have many opportunities to have text in front of them. Program would need to be supplemented.

		SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXTMATERIALS2b Craft and Structure Questions and tasks require students to explicitly attend tothetext including but not limited to  Determ i n i ng the meanings of unknown words andphrases in stories poems and informational texts  Recognizing and explaining the differences between common types of text both literary such as storybooks and poems and informational  Namingtheauthorandillustratoranddescribingtheirroles in telling the story or presenting ideas  Recognizingandusingvariousfeaturesininformational texts such as headings or glossar i es to l ocate i nformat i on: 

		SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXTMATERIALS2c Integration of Knowledge and Ideas Questions and tasks requirestudentstoexplicitlyattendtothetext including but not limitedto  Comparing and contrasting the experiences of characters i n stories  Describing thekeyideas conveyed in illustrations  Identifyingreasonsauthors give to supportpoints andthe similarities between two texts on the same topic: 

		SUMMARY STATEMENT Explain why the materials received this overall rating_3: 

		SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXTMATERIALS3a Writing assignments are explicitly connected to what students are reading and materials a reorganized to elicit responses to sources in ageappropriate ways This might include activities such as dictation or making pictures to express thoughts in addition to writing with support from the teacher: Writing Studio lessons do not explicitly connect to what students are reading.

		SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXTMATERIALS3b Textdependent questions generally create the foundation for students to address culminating writing tasks including  Opinion writing inwhich studentsintroduceatopic or nameabookstateanopinionandsupply areasonforthe opinionusing acombinationof drawingdictatingand writing at the kindergarten level  Informativeexplanatory writing in which students name a topic and supply facts about the topic using a combination ofdrawing dictating and writingatthe kindergarten level  Narrativewritinginwhichstudentsrecounttwoormore appropriately sequencedeventsincluding detailsabout what happened us i ng a combinat i on of draw i ng dictat i ng and writing at the kindergarten level: 

		SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXTMATERIALS3c Reading mater i als can serve as models to explore writers craft and support student production of gradelevel opinion informational and narrative writing: 

		SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXTMATERIALS3d Materials include explicit support to teachers either intheteacherseditionorclassroommaterialsforwriting instruction linked to the kindergarten and grade one writing standards including  Focusing on a topic responding to questions from peers andadding detailstostrengthenwritingas needed  Exploring and starting to use a variety of digital tools to produce and publish writing including in collaboration with peers: 

		SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXTMATERIALS3e Materials provide opportunities and resources for students to participate in shared research and writing projects including  Recalling information from experiences  Gathering information from provided sources: 

		SUMMARY STATEMENT Explain why the materials received this overall rating_4: 

		SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXTMATERIALS4a Materials provide teachers with guidance and support for explicitandsystematicinstructionofthekindergartenand gradeoneReadingStandardsfor FoundationalSkillsCCSS including concepts of print phonological awareness letter recognitionphonics wordrecognitionandreading fluencyin a researchbased and transparent progression Refer to CCSS Appendix A for the research detailing the advancement of foundational reading skills: 

		SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXTMATERIALS4bMaterialsincludeavarietyofopportunitiesthatallow forsystematicandfrequent practiceof all foundational skills through suchfeatures as engagingtexts games digital materials etc: Pen and paper heavy

		SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXTMATERIALS4c Mater i a l s provide regu l ar pract i ce in encoding spe l l i ng and decoding reading the sound symbol relationships of English: 

		SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXTMATERIALS4dMaterialsguidestudentsinreadingemergentreadertexts for kindergarten and gradelevel texts for grade one with purpose and understanding making frequent connections betweentheacquisition offoundationalskills and access to the meaning of texts including a set of textdependent or textspecific questions to check for understanding: Seeing minimal connections to student reading and acquisition of foundational skills.

		SUMMARY STATEMENT Explain why the materials received this overall rating_5: 

		SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXTMATERIALSConventions of Standard English 5a There is evidence that gradelevel grammar and conventions are addressed using an integrated and contextua l i zed approach i n dai l y i nstruct i on Mater i als and tasksinkindergarten andgradeonearedesignedto help build student understanding and use of  Upperand lowercaseletters  Question words  Recognition and use of end punctuation  Frequently occurr i ng nouns in k i ndergarten and common proper and possessive nouns by grade one  Frequently occurring verbs in kindergarten and use of verbs toconvey past present and futureactions ingrade one  Complete sentence in kindergarten and compound dec l arat i ve i nterrogat i ve i mperat i ve and exc l amatory sentences in gradeone  Capitalizationofthefirstword inasentence in k i ndergarten and of dates and names of people in gradeone  Correct spelling by sounding out simple words phonetically in kindergarten and applying common spelling patterns to spell words in grade one Grade One  Regular plural nouns with matching verbs  Personal possessive and indefinite pronouns  Conjunctions and determiners such as art i c l es or demonstratives  Frequently occurringadjectives: 

		SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXTMATERIALSVocabulary Acquisition and Use 5bThe materialsprovidecontextsupportand strategies for teaching vocabularyacquisition skills including  Identifyingnew meaningsforfamiliar wordsin kindergarten  Us i ng sentencelevel context clues to unlock the meaning of words in grade one  Us i ng frequently occurring i nf l ect i ons and aff i xes as clues to the meaning of words  Usingrootwordssuchaslookandtheirinflectionalforms looks looked looking in grade one: 

		SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXTMATERIALS5c The materials provide embedded opportunities for studentstoencounterand developanunderstanding of word relationships and nuances in word meanings: 

		SUMMARY STATEMENT Explain why the materials received this overall rating_6: 

		SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXTMATERIALS6a Comprehension and Collaboration Materials provide a frame that guides student participation in academic conversations by  Agreeing onrulesfordiscussiontaking turnsspeaking  Confirming understanding of texts read aloud  Ask i ng and answer i ng questions to c l ar i fy and gather information: 

		SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXTMATERIALS6b Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas Materials include tasks that promote oral responses in a range of collaborative discussions and support students in  Describing people places things and events  Using visual displays to add details  Speaking audibly and completing sentences: 

		SUMMARY STATEMENT Explain why the materials received this overall rating_7: 

		SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXTMATERIALS7a The texts promote differentiated instruction and instructional conversations about text to support student learning of  Academic language  Linguistic frames  Repeatedgrammatical structures and language: 

		SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXTMATERIALS7b The materials include student supports such as  Multiple digital and media versions of texts  Illustrations  Graphs and charts  Maps and photographs  Visual cuesnotes that draw attention to words in the text thatsignalsequenceoroffercluestomeaning suchas where when and how key events occur: 

		SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXTMATERIALS7c Thematerialsaredesignedto supportteacher instruction by use of  Expl i c i t i nstruct i onal direct i ons accompanied by mater i als that are clearly aligned to stated goals and objectives and that buildstudentabilitytoreadandcomprehendgrade l evel text  Strategies to gradually i ncrease difficulty as students ski l l s strengthen  Strategiestosupportstudentacquisitionofknowledge supporting specific common corestandards  Clear and detailed teacher directions and guidance for introducing new concepts and skills  Clear guidance for documenting student progress toward meeting gradelevelstandards: 

		SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXTMATERIALS7dThe materials provide supportfor students with varying learningstylesand modalitiesiethereareprovisionsfor print digital and other multimedia sources for information attainment: 

		SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXTMATERIALS7e The materials include developmentally appropriate mater i als and i nstruct i ona l sequences specifically designed for students in the pr i mary grades such as roleplay songs games etc: 

		SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXTMATERIALS7f The materials include assessments along with  Suggestions for next steps to address a spectrum of performance l evels and needs based on assessment results  Opportunities for students to demonstrate their expertise through the use of performance tasks  Pieces ofchallengingandcomplete text thatcanbeused to assess student understanding  and next instructional steps  Reading selections and questions that progress in a logica l sequence for gradual release1  Enrichment tasks for students who areon target for meeting gradelevelexpectations  Steps to take when evidence suggests that students are starting to fallbehind: 

		SUMMARY STATEMENT Explain why the materials received this overall rating_8: 

		Check Box1: Yes

		Check Box2: Off

		Check Box3: Off

		Check Box4: Yes

		Check Box5: Off

		Check Box6: Yes

		Group1: Choice1

		Group2: Choice2

		Group3: Choice4

		Group4: Choice2

		Group5: Choice1

		Group6: Choice2

		Group7: Choice4

		Group8: Choice3

		Group9: Choice3

		Group10: Choice3

		Group11: Choice3

		Group12: Choice4

		Group13: Choice2

		Group14: Choice3

		Group15: Choice2

		Group16: Choice2

		Group17: Choice4

		Group18: Choice2

		Group19: Choice4

		Group20: Off

		Group21: Choice4

		Group22: Choice3

		Group23: Choice2

		Group24: Choice3

		Group25: Choice3

		Group26: Choice2

		Group27: Choice4

		Group28: Choice3

		Group29: Choice3

		Group30: Choice3

		Group31: Choice2

		Group32: Choice3

		Group33: Choice3

		Group34: Choice3

		Group35: Choice2

		Group36: Choice3

		Group37: Choice4

		Group38: Choice3

		Group39: Choice3
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Textbook and Instructional Material Evaluation Rubric Form-
English Language Arts

Instructional materials are designed for use by students and teachers as a learning resource for students to acquire
essential knowledge, skills, abilities, and dispositions. This includes print and non-print materials, including
comprehensive/core textbooks, supplemental materials, Web-based and electronic textbooks, and assessments.

Title: Core Know|edge AUthor(S): PUb"Sher(S): Ampllfy
Copyright Date: Subject/Grade Level: { Grade

Student ISBN:
Teacher Edition ISBN:

Instructions: Use the tables below to determine if the Textbook or Instructional material meets each criteria.

Organization
Criteria 2 1 C
Meets | Inadequate omments
1. Material provides a useful table of
contents, glossary, supplemental pages, and X
index.

2. Layout is consistent; chapters/units are
arranged logically; and allow access through X
multiple modalities.

3. Teacher edition contains interesting
introductions and a list of prerequisites skills X
for each chapter.

4. Material contains examples, explanations, X
and/or online resources to the depth and
breadth of the Nevada Academic Content
Standards.

5. Information is accurate, current, and

research-based. Did not see research supporting

6. Focus of academic and domain specific
vocabulary is prevalent throughout reading,
writing, listening, and speaking.

X [ X

7. Size and format of print is appropriate. X

8. Format is visually appealing & interesting. X No color

9. Material provides Smarter Balanced
assessment type questions and/or X
performance-based tasks.

10. Electronic and interactive format
available. X

Other:

Total Organization: 10 5

English Language Arts Content
1
Nevada Department of Education July 2, 2013 Textbook and Instructional Material Adoption Form
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Criteria 2 1

15. Tasks are aligned to the anchor standards of the
Nevada Academic Content Standards.

Meets | Inadequate Comments
11. Materials focus on the knowledge, skills, and
abilities (KSASs) appropriate to the grade level. X
12. Material demonstrates coherence and rigor of X
KSAs appropriate to grade level.
13. Real-world applications are relevant to the
students. X
14. Information and directions are clearly written and X
explained.

16. Non-text content (maps, graphs, pictures, etc.) are
accurate, authentic, and well integrated into the
instructional material.

X

Minimal evidence of

17. Lessons/tasks are interdisciplinary when
appropriate.

X

18. Tasks apply to the diversity of students and their
abilities, interests, and learning styles.

19. Questions and tasks encourage the development
and application of higher-level thinking skills.

20. Teacher edition includes questioning strategies
and/or questions to check for understanding at all
Depth of Knowledge (DOK) levels.

21. Teacher edition includes formative X
assessment/evaluation tools and processes.

22. Material adheres to the text complexity at each
grade level outlined by the Nevada Academic Content
Standards.

No complexity in formation shared (text levels)

23. Material provides access to or demonstrates
concepts in multiple ways, allowing for a variety of
student responses.

24. Tasks have a purpose, aligned to a skill or concept X
at grade level.

25. Range and quality of text at each grade level is
addressed with a well-balanced representation of
literary and informational texts.

Lacking literary in Read Alouds and non-fiction in Skills Readers (Decodable, close reads)

XX X | XXX

26. Material includes application of skills and X
concepts at grade level.

27. Material makes it clear that student writing is a
key task (argument, informative, response to audience X
and purpose, short focused research).

28. Content includes 21 Century skill development

such as collaboration, creative thinking, and problem X
solving.
Other:
Total ELA Content Criteria: 18 9
Inclusion
2
Nevada Department of Education July 2, 2013 Textbook and Instructional Material Adoption Form
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Criteria

Meets

1
Inadequate

Comments

29. Material reflects a variety of ways to
differentiate instruction and model content to
support all learners.

30. Material reflects sensitivity with regard
to gender, race/ethnicity, religion, socio-
economic status, intellectual, and physical
abilities.

31. Material includes access to a multilingual
glossary.

32. Material provides resources for students
with disabilities and English Language
Learners aligned to grade level content.

33. Material is available for students with
visual impairments via a NIMAS file on the
NIMAC system.

Other:

Total Inclusion Criteria:

Alignment

Criteria

Meets

1
Inadequate

Comments

34. Material content aligns to
district/organization curriculum.

X

35. Material content aligns with college and X
career readiness skills (Nevada Academic

Content Standards).

36. Material is a useful resource in preparing X

students to meet the requirements of the
Nevada Academic Content Standards and
statewide assessments.

Other:

Total Alignment Criteria:

Total Score for ELA Textbook or Instructional Material: 53

Nevada Department of Education

N
S oo

July 2, 2013

Textbook and Instructional Material Adoption Form
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		2 Meets1 Material provides a useful table of contents glossary supplemental pages and index: X

		1 Inadequate1 Material provides a useful table of contents glossary supplemental pages and index: 

		Comments1 Material provides a useful table of contents glossary supplemental pages and index: 

		2 Meets2 Layout is consistent chaptersunits are arranged logically and allow access through multiple modalities: X

		1 Inadequate2 Layout is consistent chaptersunits are arranged logically and allow access through multiple modalities: 

		Comments2 Layout is consistent chaptersunits are arranged logically and allow access through multiple modalities: 

		2 Meets3 Teacher edition contains interesting introductions and a list of prerequisites skills for each chapter: X

		1 Inadequate3 Teacher edition contains interesting introductions and a list of prerequisites skills for each chapter: 

		Comments3 Teacher edition contains interesting introductions and a list of prerequisites skills for each chapter: 

		2 Meets4 Material contains examples explanations andor online resources to the depth and breadth of the Nevada Academic Content Standards: X

		1 Inadequate4 Material contains examples explanations andor online resources to the depth and breadth of the Nevada Academic Content Standards: 

		Comments4 Material contains examples explanations andor online resources to the depth and breadth of the Nevada Academic Content Standards: 

		2 Meets5 Information is accurate current and researchbased: 

		1 Inadequate5 Information is accurate current and researchbased: X

		Comments5 Information is accurate current and researchbased: Did not see research supporting 

		2 Meets6 Focus of academic and domain specific vocabulary is prevalent throughout reading writing listening and speaking: 

		1 Inadequate6 Focus of academic and domain specific vocabulary is prevalent throughout reading writing listening and speaking: X

		Comments6 Focus of academic and domain specific vocabulary is prevalent throughout reading writing listening and speaking: 

		2 Meets7 Size and format of print is appropriate: X

		1 Inadequate7 Size and format of print is appropriate: 

		Comments7 Size and format of print is appropriate: 

		2 Meets8 Format is visually appealing  interesting: 

		1 Inadequate8 Format is visually appealing  interesting: X

		Comments8 Format is visually appealing  interesting: No color

		2 Meets9 Material provides Smarter Balanced assessment type questions andor performancebased tasks: 

		1 Inadequate9 Material provides Smarter Balanced assessment type questions andor performancebased tasks: X

		Comments9 Material provides Smarter Balanced assessment type questions andor performancebased tasks: 

		2 Meets10 Electronic and interactive format available: 

		1 Inadequate10 Electronic and interactive format available: X

		Comments10 Electronic and interactive format available: 

		2 MeetsOther: 

		1 InadequateOther: 

		CommentsOther: 

		2 MeetsTotal Organization: 10

		1 InadequateTotal Organization: 5

		CommentsTotal Organization: 

		2 Meets11 Materials focus on the knowledge skills and abilities KSAs appropriate to the grade level: X

		1 Inadequate11 Materials focus on the knowledge skills and abilities KSAs appropriate to the grade level: 

		Comments11 Materials focus on the knowledge skills and abilities KSAs appropriate to the grade level: 

		2 Meets12 Material demonstrates coherence and rigor of KSAs appropriate to grade level: 

		1 Inadequate12 Material demonstrates coherence and rigor of KSAs appropriate to grade level: X

		Comments12 Material demonstrates coherence and rigor of KSAs appropriate to grade level: 

		2 Meets13 Realworld applications are relevant to the students: X

		1 Inadequate13 Realworld applications are relevant to the students: 

		Comments13 Realworld applications are relevant to the students: 

		2 Meets14 Information and directions are clearly written and explained: X

		1 Inadequate14 Information and directions are clearly written and explained: 

		Comments14 Information and directions are clearly written and explained: 

		2 Meets15 Tasks are aligned to the anchor standards of the Nevada Academic Content Standards: X

		1 Inadequate15 Tasks are aligned to the anchor standards of the Nevada Academic Content Standards: 

		Comments15 Tasks are aligned to the anchor standards of the Nevada Academic Content Standards: 

		2 Meets16 Nontext content maps graphs pictures etc are accurate authentic and well integrated into the instructional material: 

		1 Inadequate16 Nontext content maps graphs pictures etc are accurate authentic and well integrated into the instructional material: X

		Comments16 Nontext content maps graphs pictures etc are accurate authentic and well integrated into the instructional material: Minimal evidence of 

		2 Meets17 Lessonstasks are interdisciplinary when appropriate: X

		1 Inadequate17 Lessonstasks are interdisciplinary when appropriate: 

		Comments17 Lessonstasks are interdisciplinary when appropriate: 

		2 Meets18 Tasks apply to the diversity of students and their abilities interests and learning styles: 

		1 Inadequate18 Tasks apply to the diversity of students and their abilities interests and learning styles: X

		Comments18 Tasks apply to the diversity of students and their abilities interests and learning styles: 

		2 Meets19 Questions and tasks encourage the development and application of higherlevel thinking skills: 

		1 Inadequate19 Questions and tasks encourage the development and application of higherlevel thinking skills: X

		Comments19 Questions and tasks encourage the development and application of higherlevel thinking skills: 

		2 Meets20 Teacher edition includes questioning strategies andor questions to check for understanding at all Depth of Knowledge DOK levels: 

		1 Inadequate20 Teacher edition includes questioning strategies andor questions to check for understanding at all Depth of Knowledge DOK levels: X

		Comments20 Teacher edition includes questioning strategies andor questions to check for understanding at all Depth of Knowledge DOK levels: 

		2 Meets21 Teacher edition includes formative assessmentevaluation tools and processes: X

		1 Inadequate21 Teacher edition includes formative assessmentevaluation tools and processes: 

		Comments21 Teacher edition includes formative assessmentevaluation tools and processes: 

		2 Meets22 Material adheres to the text complexity at each grade level outlined by the Nevada Academic Content Standards: 

		1 Inadequate22 Material adheres to the text complexity at each grade level outlined by the Nevada Academic Content Standards: X

		Comments22 Material adheres to the text complexity at each grade level outlined by the Nevada Academic Content Standards: No complexity in formation shared (text levels)

		2 Meets23 Material provides access to or demonstrates concepts in multiple ways allowing for a variety of student responses: 

		1 Inadequate23 Material provides access to or demonstrates concepts in multiple ways allowing for a variety of student responses: X

		Comments23 Material provides access to or demonstrates concepts in multiple ways allowing for a variety of student responses: 

		2 Meets24 Tasks have a purpose aligned to a skill or concept at grade level: X

		1 Inadequate24 Tasks have a purpose aligned to a skill or concept at grade level: 

		Comments24 Tasks have a purpose aligned to a skill or concept at grade level: 

		2 Meets25 Range and quality of text at each grade level is addressed with a wellbalanced representation of literary and informational texts: 

		1 Inadequate25 Range and quality of text at each grade level is addressed with a wellbalanced representation of literary and informational texts: X

		Comments25 Range and quality of text at each grade level is addressed with a wellbalanced representation of literary and informational texts: Lacking literary in Read Alouds and non-fiction in Skills Readers (Decodable, close reads)

		2 Meets26 Material includes application of skills and concepts at grade level: X

		1 Inadequate26 Material includes application of skills and concepts at grade level: 

		Comments26 Material includes application of skills and concepts at grade level: 

		2 Meets27 Material makes it clear that student writing is a key task argument informative response to audience and purpose short focused research: X

		1 Inadequate27 Material makes it clear that student writing is a key task argument informative response to audience and purpose short focused research: 

		Comments27 Material makes it clear that student writing is a key task argument informative response to audience and purpose short focused research: 

		2 Meets28 Content includes 21st Century skill development such as collaboration creative thinking and problem solving: 

		1 Inadequate28 Content includes 21st Century skill development such as collaboration creative thinking and problem solving: X

		Comments28 Content includes 21st Century skill development such as collaboration creative thinking and problem solving: 

		Other_2: 

		2 MeetsOther_2: 

		1 InadequateOther_2: 

		CommentsOther_2: 

		2 MeetsTotal ELA Content Criteria: 18

		1 InadequateTotal ELA Content Criteria: 9

		CommentsTotal ELA Content Criteria: 

		2 Meets29 Material reflects a variety of ways to differentiate instruction and model content to support all learners: X

		1 Inadequate29 Material reflects a variety of ways to differentiate instruction and model content to support all learners: 

		Comments29 Material reflects a variety of ways to differentiate instruction and model content to support all learners: 

		2 Meets30 Material reflects sensitivity with regard to gender raceethnicity religion socio economic status intellectual and physical abilities: X

		1 Inadequate30 Material reflects sensitivity with regard to gender raceethnicity religion socio economic status intellectual and physical abilities: 

		Comments30 Material reflects sensitivity with regard to gender raceethnicity religion socio economic status intellectual and physical abilities: 

		2 Meets31 Material includes access to a multilingual glossary: 

		1 Inadequate31 Material includes access to a multilingual glossary: X

		Comments31 Material includes access to a multilingual glossary: 

		2 Meets32 Material provides resources for students with disabilities and English Language Learners aligned to grade level content: X

		1 Inadequate32 Material provides resources for students with disabilities and English Language Learners aligned to grade level content: 

		Comments32 Material provides resources for students with disabilities and English Language Learners aligned to grade level content: 

		2 Meets33 Material is available for students with visual impairments via a NIMAS file on the NIMAC system: 

		1 Inadequate33 Material is available for students with visual impairments via a NIMAS file on the NIMAC system: X

		Comments33 Material is available for students with visual impairments via a NIMAS file on the NIMAC system: 

		Other_3: 

		2 MeetsOther_3: 

		1 InadequateOther_3: 

		CommentsOther_3: 

		2 MeetsTotal Inclusion Criteria: 6

		1 InadequateTotal Inclusion Criteria: 2

		CommentsTotal Inclusion Criteria: 

		2 Meets34 Material content aligns to districtorganization curriculum: 

		1 Inadequate34 Material content aligns to districtorganization curriculum: X

		Comments34 Material content aligns to districtorganization curriculum: 

		2 Meets35 Material content aligns with college and career readiness skills Nevada Academic Content Standards: 

		1 Inadequate35 Material content aligns with college and career readiness skills Nevada Academic Content Standards: X

		Comments35 Material content aligns with college and career readiness skills Nevada Academic Content Standards: 

		2 Meets36 Material is a useful resource in preparing students to meet the requirements of the Nevada Academic Content Standards and statewide assessments: 

		1 Inadequate36 Material is a useful resource in preparing students to meet the requirements of the Nevada Academic Content Standards and statewide assessments: X

		Comments36 Material is a useful resource in preparing students to meet the requirements of the Nevada Academic Content Standards and statewide assessments: 

		Other_4: 

		2 MeetsOther_4: 

		1 InadequateOther_4: 

		CommentsOther_4: 

		2 MeetsTotal Alignment Criteria: 

		1 InadequateTotal Alignment Criteria: 3

		CommentsTotal Alignment Criteria: 

		Total Score for ELA Textbook or Instructional Material: 53

		Title: Core Knowledge

		Author(s): 

		Publishers: Amplify

		Copyright Date: 

		Subject/Grade Level: 1st Grade

		Student ISBN: 

		Teacher Edition ISBN: 

		Other: 
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COMPONENT 1: TEXT COMPLEXITY

Assessing text complexity in kindergarten and grade one is more a qualitative than quantitative process. The guiding statements
provided in this section will examine text complexity in order to differentiate quality and richness among the texts—particularly
anchor texts—WCSD is considering for adoption. Anchor texts are materials designed to serve as the central unifying tool for the
development of reading comprehension. While evaluations of text complexity formally begin with grade two, student reading
materials, texts, and other materials in kindergarten and grade one need to create the conditions for rich and robust discussion and
writing for ALL students (struggling readers, students with identified academic disabilities, English Learners, students who are

performing at grade level, and advanced students).

GUIDING STATEMENTS SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXT/MATERIALS

Literature and Informational Text The literature and informational text in the read alouds
(knowledge portion) are complex and rigorous. These are only
presented in read aloud format and there is not text for the
students to see or follow along with.

Cla. Thetexts presentrich and embedded relationships
between and among characters, ideas, and concepts that
are conveyed through masterful style and structure. (See
exemplars in CCSS, AppendixB.)

C1b. The materials consistently include short, challenging, and  Oral language only...close listening...not close reading.
complete texts that contain rich content, ideas, and

academiclanguageworthyofclosereading. (Seeexemplarsin

CCSS, AppendixB.)

EVIDENCE
RATING

O 4) extensive
O 3) sufficient

@ 2) some
O 1) weak

O 4) extensive
O 3) sufficient
@ 2) some

O 1) weak
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Clc. The materials consistently provide opportunitiesto
readbothliteraryandinformationaltexts. For studentreading
materialsin kindergartenand grade one, refertothe Alignment
Criteria for Foundational Skills (4a-4d of this
document).Read- aloud anchor texts should fall within or
above the grades two through three text complexity band.

OVERALL RATING: O 4) extensive evidence O 3) sufficient evidence @ 2) some evidence O 1) weak evidence

SUMMARY STATEMENT (Explain why the materials received this overall rating):

Anchor texts...read alouds are complex and both literary and () 4) extensive

informational.

@ 3) sufficient
O 2) some
O 1) weak

CK read alouds (Knowledge) have the complexity for rich and robust discussion but the text is not in front of children and writing
assignments are not related to the read alouds (Skills/at least in the beginning). Students do have opportunity to explore key ideas and

details in most of the Knowledge section (Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity).
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COMPONENT 2: QUESTIONS AND TASKS

At least 80% of all questions in the submission are high-quality text-dependent and text-specific questions. The overwhelming
majority of these questions reference specific text and draw students’ attention to the text they are reading. Text-dependent
guestions that address the kindergarten and grade one standards will be described in greater depth in Alignment Criterion 1.

ALIGNMENT CRITERION|: RANGE AND QUALITY OF TEXTS

Materials must reflect a wide range of text types and genres, as required by the standards. In kindergarten and grade one, and
across all other grade levels, there should be ample texts on topics that can support sustained study. Knowledge built at one grade
level should be expanded in other grade levels. Topics should take into account individual student academic needs and interests in
order to foster independent reading. It is also imperative that the included topics and themes are compelling enough to read multiple
times and are aligned to district needs. Pay particular attention to the guidance provided in Appendix B of the Common Core State

Standards.
EVIDENCE
GUIDING STATEMENTS SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXT/MATERIALS RATING
Lerenn e erel e eeral s Content builds through units and across the grade levels. O 4) extensive

Listening and Speaking are the main focus of the Knowledge
Strands. Skills are developed later in the year with respect to @ 3) sufficient
texts.

la. The range of materials, both print and digital, allows
teachers and students to explore content that coherently
and systematically builds knowledge and vocabulary across
subjects,themes,and topics. Thisappliesespecially totexts O 2) some
readaloudbytheteacher,whichshouldpromotespeaking

andlisteningabouttopicsunderstudyinkindergartenand

grade one. (See CCSS Appendix B for examples of grade-level O 1) weak
knowledgedemands.) Textsetsalsoaddressawide variety of

studentinterests,andarelikelytofosterindependentreading.

1b. Textsets include a diverse range of high quality, culturally-  Range of content related to students, communities, and 4) extensive

responsive and appropriate topics and themes. Textsfrom life...many texts seem dated and from American perspective.
diverse cultures reflect the same high-quality featuresthat | Text features are missing because not much text is put in front of O 3) sufficient
are demanded of all texts. children until Skills are developed.

@ 2) some
O 1) weak
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GUIDING STATEMENTS SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXT/MATERIALS

1c. Materialsinclude arich and diverse sampling ofliterary In Knowledge sections there are read alouds, poems, stories
texts, including poems and stories with relevant illustrations. ~ With relevant picture cards.

In Skills strand the text is basic and unengaging.

1d. The range of informational texts include: Several selections on the same tOpiCS...nOt notice of text

* Atleast two selections on the same topic features.

« Selections with various text features such as headings,
tables of contents, glossaries, andillustrations

1le. Student reading materials contain a range of Ok...student reading materials start basic basic and progress
increasingly challenging selections that allow teachers to quickly. Reading material all looks the same...no non-fiction,
build students’ ability to comprehend complex text and  decoding is only goal?

expand vocabulary throughout the school year.

EVIDENCE
RATING

O 4) extensive
O 3) sufficient
@ 2) some

O 1) weak
O 4) extensive

O 3) sufficient
@ 2) some

O 1) weak
O 4) extensive

O 3) sufficient
O 2) some
@ 1) weak

OVERALL RATING: 704)extensiveevidencg O 3) sufficientevidence @ 2) some evidence O 1) weak evidence

SUMMARY STATEMENT (Explain why the materials received this overall rating):

Read alouds are of high quality but student reading material is not interesting and it feels like good literature is withheld from students

until they have enough skill to decode.
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ALIGNMENT CRITERION Il. QUESTIONS AND TASKS SUPPORT STUDENT LEARNING

Questions posed to students in the materials under review should support student learning in building reading comprehension, in
finding and producing the textual evidence to support responses, and in developing grade-level academic language. Texts for
kindergarten and grade one students must include text-dependent questions that require the use of higher order thinking skills. There
should be a range of questions that require students to attend to the author’s language as his/her vehicle for conveying meaning, as
well as to support specific inferences with explicit details from the text. Most questions should require that the student refer to the text
in several places in order to devise an answer—rather than asking only literal, “right there” types of questions (CCSS).

GUIDING STATEMENTS SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXT/MATERIALS E\FQ,E\'EI'TISES
Literature and Informational Text Yes, much of this through the Knoweldge Strand. Making O 4) extensive
2a. Key Ideas and Details. Questions and tasks connections, rebelling, key details. 5
require students to explicitly attend to the text, @ 3) sufficient

including, butnot limited to:

+ Askingandansweringquestionsaboutkeydetailsinthetext O 2) some
Retelling familiar stories, including key details

Identifying and describing characters, settings, and major

events in astory O 1) weak
Identifying the main topic of a text

Describing the connection between two individuals, events,

or ideas in a text

2b. Craft and Structure. Questions and tasks require Some holes in Craft and structure (Page 35 and 36 in Common O 4) extensive
students to explicitly attend tothe text, including, butnot ~ Core Alignement-black binder.
limited to: O 3) sufficient
« Determining the meanings of unknown words andphrases

in storie_sZ poems, and _informatio_nal texts @ 2) some
« Recognizing and explaining the differences between

common types of text both literary (such as storybooks

and poems) and informational O 1) weak
< Namingtheauthorandillustratorand describingtheirroles

in telling the story or presenting ideas
» Recognizingandusingvariousfeaturesininformational

texts (such as headings or glossaries) to locate information
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GUIDING STATEMENTS SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXT/MATERIALS EHIDIERCE

RATING
2c. Integration of Knowledge and Ideas. Questions and Some Integration a of Knowledge and ideas through the 04) exensive
tasks require studentsto explicitly attendto the text, Knowledge Strand, comparing and contrasting...though many
including, but not limitedto: lessons do not have this (page 36 black binder) Og) sufficient
« Comparing and contrasting the experiences of characters in |

stories
2
» Describing the keyideas conveyed inillustrations @ ) some
* Identifyingreasonsauthors give to supportpoints andthe
similarities between two texts on the same topic O 1) weak
OVERALL RATING: O 4)extensive evidence O 3)sufficient evidence @ 2) some evidence O 1) weak evidence

SUMMARY STATEMENT (Explain why the materials received this overall rating):
Some lessons have attention of the guiding Statements in the Knowledge Strand but not all. Can't get past not putting text in front of

children...much reliance in the curriculum of auditory comprehension out weighing visual comprehension until age 13. This limits the
exposure students have to text.
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ALIGNMENT CRITERIONIII. WRITINGTOSOURCESANDRESEARCH

The writing standards for each grade level highlight distinctive expectations about student writing. In kindergarten and grade one,
students perform age-appropriate writing tasks and assignments with support and guidance from the teacher. For details on text
types and purposes, production and distribution of writing, research to build and present knowledge, and the range of writing in
kindergarten and grade one, see the Common Core State Standards for English Language Arts and Literacy. The metrics below show
key characteristics to look for in your review of materials.

GUIDING STATEMENTS

SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXT/MATERIALS

EVIDENCE
RATING

3a. Writing assignments are explicitly connected to what Unless | couldn't find the writing lessons linked to

students are reading, and materials a reorganized to
elicit responses to sources in age-appropriate ways.
This might include activities such as dictation or making
pictures to express thoughts in addition to writing, with
support from the teacher.

reading...writing assignments were disconnected from text

O 4) extensive
O 3) sufficient

O 2) some
@ 1) weak

3b. Text-dependent questions generally create the foundation

for students to address culminating writing tasks, including:

« Opinionwriting, inwhich studentsintroduce atopic or
name abook, state an opinion, and supply areasonforthe
opinion (using acombination of drawing, dictating, and
writing at the kindergarten level)

« Informative/explanatory writing, in which students name a
topic and supply facts aboutthe topic (using a combination
of drawing, dictating, and writing atthe kindergarten level)

 Narrativewriting,inwhich studentsrecounttwoormore
appropriately sequenced events, including details about
what happened (using a combination of drawing, dictating,
and writing at the kindergarten level)

o
O sten
O 2) some
@) 1 vea

3c. Reading materials can serve as models to explore writer's
craftand support student production of grade-level opinion,
informational, and narrative writing.

Materials are only accessed through listening to the teacher
reading the materials and viewing with picture supports.

O 4) extensive
O 3) sufficient

O 2) some
@ 1) weak
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EVIDENCE

GUIDING STATEMENTS SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXT/MATERIALS RATING
3d. Materialsinclude explicit supporttoteachers, either O 4) extensive
intheteacher’'seditionor classroom materials, forwriting
instruction linkedtothe kindergarten and grade one writing O 3) sufficient
standards, including:
 Focusing on a topic, responding to questions from 5

peers, and adding detailsto strengthenwriting as O ) some
needed
« Exploring and startingto use a variety of digital @ 1) weak
tools to produce and publish writing, including in
collaboration with peers
3e. Materials provide opportunities and resources O 4) extensive
for students to participate in shared research and
writing projects, including: O 3) sufficient
» Recalling information from experiences ,
» Gathering information from provided sources O 2) some

@ 1) weak

OVERALL RATING: O 4)extensive evidence O 3)sufficient evidence OZ) some evidence @l) weak evidence

SUMMARY STATEMENT (Explain why the materials received this overall rating):
Writing doesn't seem to be an important component in the Kinder curriculum. Looking at the Knowlege Strand there is minimal writing
and looking at the Skills Strand, | see no writing lessons.
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ALIGNMENT CRITERION IV: FOUNDATIONAL SKILLS

Effective instruction on foundational skills in kindergarten and grade one includes explicit and systematic lessons and diagnostic
support in concepts of print, the alphabetic principle, phonics, phonological awareness, vocabulary development and word
recognition, syntax, and reading fluency. Students must be able to recognize and pronounce words fluently in order to focus on the
major goal of reading, which is comprehension. Building these foundational skills must be contextualized within the materials.

GUIDING STATEMENTS SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXT/MATERIALS E\IQR'EI'TSE;
4a. Materials provide teachers with guidance and support for Skills strand focuses on Foundational Skills and all CCSS O 4) extensive
explicitand systematicinstruction ofthekindergartenand ~ Standards are covered at least 2 times (mostly 4+) through out
grade one Reading Standards for FoundationalSSkills(CCSS), ' the curriculum @ 3) sufficient
including concepts of print, phonological awareness,
letter recognition, phonics, wordrecognition, andreading
fluencyin a research-based and transparent progression. O 2) some
(Refer to CCSS Appendix A for the research detailing the
advancement of foundational reading skills.) O 1) weak
4h.Materialsinclude avariety of opportunitiesthatallow Yes systematic and frequent. No on engaging... O 4) extensive
forsystematicandfrequent practice of all foundational
skillsthrough such features as engaging texts, games, digital O 3) sufficient

materials, etc.

@ 2) some
O 1) weak
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EVIDENCE

GUIDING STATEMENTS SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXT/MATERIALS RATING
4c¢. Materials provide regular practice in encoding (spelling) Not really...writing it too lacking to say that encoding is a 04) extensive
and decoding (reading) the sound symbol relationships regularly practice.
of English. O 3) sufficient

O 2) some
@ 1) weak

4d. Materials guide studentsinreadingemergentreadertexts | SKills strand and Knowledge strand are separate so there is not 04) extensive
for kindergarten and grade-level texts for grade one with | the opportunity for students to make connections between the

purpose and understanding, making frequent connections  acquisition of foundational skills and access to meaning of texts. O 3) sufficient
betweenthe acquisition offoundational skillsand access

to the meaning of texts (including a set of text-dependent

or text-specific questions to check for understanding). O 2) some

@ 1) weak

OVERALL RATING: O 4)extensive evidence O 3) sufficient evidence @2) some evidence O 1) weak evidence

SUMMARY STATEMENT (Explain why the materials received this overall rating):
Separation of Foundational Skills and Knowledge Strand impacts the effectiveness of the curriculum for students to contextualize the
skills within the materials.
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ALIGNMENT CRITERION V: LANGUAGE

The Common Core State Standards for language focus on ensuring that students gain adequate mastery of a range of language
skills and applications. Students are expected to meet each year’s grade-specific standards and retain or further develop skills and

knowledge (CCSS).
EVIDENCE
GUIDING STATEMENTS SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXT/MATERIALS RATING
Conventions of Standard English Black binder pages 43-45 show relation to these standards. 4) extensive
o Some have 2 lessons to address the standards and some have
5a. There is evidence that grade-level grammar and 8 lessons...most are in between .
conventions are addressed using an integrated and " @ 3) sufficient

contextualized approach in daily instruction. Materialsand
tasksinkindergartenandgrade one aredesignedto help O 2) some
build student understanding and use of:
« Upper- and lower-caseletters
e Question words O 1) weak
» Recognition and use of end punctuation
« Frequently occurring nouns in kindergarten, and common,
proper, and possessive nouns by grade one
* Frequently occurring verbs in kindergarten, and use of verbs
toconvey past, present, and future actionsingrade
one
» Complete sentence in kindergarten, and compound
declarative, interrogative, imperative, and exclamatory
sentences in gradeone
 Capitalizationofthefirstword inasentence in
kindergarten, and of dates and names of people in
grade one
« Correct spelling, by sounding out simple words
phonetically inkindergarten and applyingcommon
spelling patternsto spell words in grade one

Grade One

* Regular plural nouns, with matching verbs

» Personal, possessive, and indefinite pronouns

« Conjunctions and determiners, such as articles or
demonstratives

» Frequently occurringadjectives

ELA/LITERACY GRADE-LEVEL INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS EVALUATION TOOL: QUALITY REVIEW GRADE K-1

12




http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/



EVIDENCE

GUIDING STATEMENTS SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXT/MATERIALS RATING
Vocabu|ary Acquisition and Use LOtS Of thIS in the KnOW|ege SeCtion O 4) extensive
5b.The materialsprovidecontext,support,and strategies
for teaching vocabulary acquisition skills, including: @ 3) sufficient
« Identifyingnewmeaningsforfamiliarwordsinkindergarten
« Using sentence-level context clues to unlock the
meaning of words in grade one O 2) some

« Using frequently occurring inflections and affixes as clues

to the meaning of words O 1) weak
 Usingrootwords(suchaslook)andtheirinflectionalforms

(looks, looked, looking) in grade one

. . o o 4) extensi
5¢. The materials provide embedded opportunities for Lots of this in Knowledge Strand O ) extensive
studentstoencounterand develop anunderstanding of

word relationships and nuancesinword meanings. @ 3) sufficient

O 2) some
O 1) weak

OVERALL RATING: O 4)extensive evidence @ 3)sufficient evidence O 2) some evidence O 1) weak evidence

SUMMARY STATEMENT (Explain why the materials received this overall rating):
Most of the lessons hit a number of the standards mentioned here. There would need to be supplemental planning to deepen exposure
to all standards.
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ALIGNMENT CRITERIONVI: SPEAKINGANDLISTENING

To be CCSS-aligned, speaking and listening must be integrated into lessons, items, and tasks. These must reflect a progression
of communication skills required for eventual college- and career-readiness, as outlined in the standards. If
kindergarten and grade one students are able to listen to others, discuss what they are learning, and voice their own confusion or
misunderstandings, their learning becomes deeper and more meaningful. They are exposed, at this level, to points of view that may
differ from their own, and they learn how to agree and disagree, express their own thoughts, and ask questions when they don't

understand or need more clarification.

GUIDING STATEMENTS

SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXT/MATERIALS

EVIDENCE
RATING

6a. Comprehension and Collaboration. Materials provide
a frame that guides student participation in
academic conversations by:

« Agreeingonrulesfordiscussion, taking turns speaking

 Confirming understanding of texts read aloud

* Asking and answering questions to clarify and gather
information

Lots of comprehension and collaboration standards hit (pages
42 and 43 of black binder).

@4) extensive

O 1) weak

6b. Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas. Materials include
tasks that promote oral responses in a range of
collaborative discussions, and support students in:

« Describing people, places, things, and events
* Using visual displays to add details
» Speaking audibly and completing sentences

OVERALL RATING: _@4)extensive evidence O 3)sufficient evidence O 2) some_]evidence Ol) weak evidence

SUMMARY STATEMENT (Explain why the materials received this overall rating):
The Knowledge Strand lessons address the majority of the speaking and listening standards. Several Skills Strands lessons do too.
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ALIGNMENT CRITERION VII: SCAFFOLDING AND SUPPORTS

While scaffolds are not a part of the standards themselves, it is important to support teachers in meeting the needs of the range of
students in their classrooms. In order to meet the reading, speaking, and writing needs of all kindergarten and grade one students,
the materials must include supports for students to apply concepts of print, phonics, vocabulary development, syntax, and fluency in
comprehending texts. Supports and scaffolds should draw students back to the text and provide strategies for vocabulary acquisition.
All scaffolding and supports require ongoing formal and informal assessments that provide multiple opportunities for students to

demonstrate their proficiency and inform instruction.

Scaffolding is not just intended for struggling students, but also for students who are ready for above grade- level work. As text
complexity increases, and tasks get increasingly challenging, the need for appropriate scaffolds for above grade- level access is

equally important.

GUIDING STATEMENTS

SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXT/MATERIALS

EVIDENCE
RATING

7a. The texts promote differentiated instruction and
instructional conversations about textto support student
learning of:

» Academiclanguage
* Linguistic frames
» Repeated grammatical structures and language

Didn't really notice differentiation...more like aimed at the whole 04) extensive

class...assessments to see if students have the skills or not, not
an assessment for progression.

O 3) sufficient
O 2) some
@ 1) weak

7b. The materials include student supports such as:
» Multiple digital and media versions of texts
lllustrations

Graphs and charts

Maps and photographs

Visual cues/notes that draw attention to words in
the text thatsignalsequence oroffercluestomeaning
(suchas where, when, and how key events occur)

O 4) extensive
O 3) sufficient

@ 2) some
O 1) weak
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GUIDING STATEMENTS SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXT/MATERIALS

7c. Thematerialsaredesignedto supportteacher
instruction by use of:

« Explicit instructional directions accompanied by materials
that are clearly aligned to stated goals and objectives and
that build studentabilitytoreadand comprehendgrade-level
text

« Strategies to gradually increase difficulty as students’ skills
strengthen

» Strategiestosupportstudentacquisitionofknowledge
supporting specific common core standards

« Clear and detailed teacher directions and guidance
for introducing new concepts and skills

* Clear guidance for documenting student progress
toward meeting grade-levelstandards

7d. The materials provide supportfor students with varying
learningstylesand modalities(i.e.,thereareprovisionsfor
print, digital, and other multimedia sources for information
attainment).

7e. The materials include developmentally appropriate
materials and instructional sequences specifically designed
for students in the primary grades (such as role-play, songs,
games, etc.).

EVIDENCE
RATING

04) extensive
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EVIDENCE

GUIDING STATEMENTS SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXT/MATERIALS RATING
7f. The materials include assessments along with: O 4) extensive
e Suggestions for next steps to address a spectrum of

performance levels and needs based on assessment results O 3) sufficient
» Opportunities for students to demonstrate their expertise

through the use of performance tasks
« Pieces ofchallengingandcomplete text thatcanbeused @ 2) some

to assess student understanding and next instructional

steps 1 K
» Reading selections and questions that progressin alogical O ) wea

sequence for gradual release?

« Enrichmenttasks for students who are ontarget for
meeting grade-levelexpectations

* Steps to take when evidence suggests that students
are starting to fallbehind

OVERALL RATING: O 4)extensive evidence O 3) sufficient evidence @ 2) some evidence O 1) weak evidence

SUMMARY STATEMENT (Explain why the materials received this overall rating):
Curriculum does not appear to meet a variety of student needs...seems like a 1 size fits all systematic approach.

Integration of Interdisciplinary Content Standards; Building Knowledge Systematically

THEMATIC SPIRAL NGSS NVACSS SEL ELD
[ [] [

1. Gradual release: scaffolding of instruction so that students develop the ability to read and complete tasks and assignments independently and proficiently.
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		SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXTMATERIALSLiterature and Informational Text C1a The texts present rich and embedded relationships between and among characters ideas and concepts that are conveyed through masterful sty l e and structure See exemplars in CCSS Appendix B: The literature and informational text in the read alouds (knowledge portion) are complex and rigorous. These are only presented in read aloud format and there is not text for the students to see or follow along with.

		SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXTMATERIALSC1b The materials consistently include short challenging and complete texts that contain rich content ideas and academiclanguageworthyofclosereadingSeeexemplarsin CCSS Appendix B: Oral language only...close listening...not close reading. 

		C1c The materials consistently provide opportunities to readbothliteraryandinformationaltextsForstudentreading mater i alsin k i ndergartenand gradeonerefertothe A l i gnment Criteria for Foundational Skills 4a4d of this documentReadaloud anchor texts should fall within or above the grades two through three text complexity band: Anchor texts...read alouds are complex and both literary and informational. 

		SUMMARY STATEMENT Explain why the materials received this overall rating: CK read alouds (Knowledge) have the complexity for rich and robust discussion but the text is not in front of children and writing assignments are not related to the read alouds (Skills/at least in the beginning). Students do have opportunity to explore key ideas and details in most of the Knowledge section (Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity). 

		SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXTMATERIALSLiterature and Informational Text 1a The range of materials both print and digital allows teachers and students to explore content that coherently and systematically builds knowledge and vocabulary across subjectsthemesand topicsThisappliesespecially totexts readaloudbytheteacherwhichshouldpromotespeaking andlisteningabouttopicsunderstudyinkindergartenand gradeone See CCSS Appendix B for examples of grade l evel knowledgedemandsTextsetsalsoaddressawidevarietyof studentinterestsandarelikelytofosterindependentreading: Content builds through units and across the grade levels. Listening and Speaking are the main focus of the Knowledge Strands. Skills are developed later in the year with respect to texts. 

		SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXTMATERIALS1b Text sets include a diverse range of h i gh qual i ty cu l tural l y responsive and appropriate topics andthemesTextsfrom diverse cultures reflect the same highquality features that are demanded of all texts: Range of content related to students, communities, and life...many texts seem dated and from American perspective. Text features are missing because not much text is put in front of children until Skills are developed. 

		SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXTMATERIALS1cMaterialsincludearich anddiverse sampling ofliterary texts i nc l ud i ng poems and stories with re l evant illustrations: In Knowledge sections there are read alouds, poems, stories with relevant picture cards. 

In Skills strand the text is basic and unengaging. 

		SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXTMATERIALS1d The range of informational texts include  At least two selections on the same topic  Select i ons with var i ous text features such as headings tablesof contentsglossaries andillustrations: Several selections on the same topics...not notice of text features. 

		SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXTMATERIALS1e Student reading materials contain a range of increasingly challenging selections that allow teachers to build students ability to comprehend complex text and expand vocabulary throughout the school year: Ok...student reading materials start basic basic and progress quickly.  Reading material all looks the same...no non-fiction, decoding is only goal? 

		SUMMARY STATEMENT Explain why the materials received this overall rating_2: Read alouds are of high quality but student reading material is not interesting and it feels like good literature is withheld from students until they have enough skill to decode. 

		SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXTMATERIALSLiterature and Informational Text 2a Key Ideas and Details Questions and tasks require students to explicitly attend to the text includingbutnot limited to  Askingandanswer i ngquestionsaboutkeydetailsinthetext  Retelling familiar stories including key details  Ident i fy i ng and describing characters sett i ngs and major events in astory  Identifying the main topic of a text  Describing the connection between two individualsevents or ideas in a text: Yes, much of this through the Knoweldge Strand. Making connections, rebelling, key details. 

		SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXTMATERIALS2b Craft and Structure Questions and tasks require students to explicitly attend tothetext including but not limited to  Determ i n i ng the meanings of unknown words andphrases in stories poems and informational texts  Recognizing and explaining the differences between common types of text both literary such as storybooks and poems and informational  Namingtheauthorandillustratoranddescribingtheirroles in telling the story or presenting ideas  Recognizingandusingvariousfeaturesininformational texts such as headings or glossar i es to l ocate i nformat i on: Some holes in Craft and structure (Page 35 and 36 in Common Core Alignement-black binder. 

		SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXTMATERIALS2c Integration of Knowledge and Ideas Questions and tasks requirestudentstoexplicitlyattendtothetext including but not limitedto  Comparing and contrasting the experiences of characters i n stories  Describing thekeyideas conveyed in illustrations  Identifyingreasonsauthors give to supportpoints andthe similarities between two texts on the same topic: Some Integration a of Knowledge and ideas through the Knowledge Strand, comparing and contrasting...though many lessons do not have this (page 36 black binder)

		SUMMARY STATEMENT Explain why the materials received this overall rating_3: Some lessons have attention of the guiding Statements in the Knowledge Strand but not all. Can't get past not putting text in front of children...much reliance in the curriculum of auditory comprehension out weighing visual comprehension until age 13. This limits the exposure students have to text. 

		SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXTMATERIALS3a Writing assignments are explicitly connected to what students are reading and materials a reorganized to elicit responses to sources in ageappropriate ways This might include activities such as dictation or making pictures to express thoughts in addition to writing with support from the teacher: Unless I couldn't find the writing lessons linked to reading...writing assignments were disconnected from text 

		SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXTMATERIALS3b Textdependent questions generally create the foundation for students to address culminating writing tasks including  Opinion writing inwhich studentsintroduceatopic or nameabookstateanopinionandsupply areasonforthe opinionusing acombinationof drawingdictatingand writing at the kindergarten level  Informativeexplanatory writing in which students name a topic and supply facts about the topic using a combination ofdrawing dictating and writingatthe kindergarten level  Narrativewritinginwhichstudentsrecounttwoormore appropriately sequencedeventsincluding detailsabout what happened us i ng a combinat i on of draw i ng dictat i ng and writing at the kindergarten level: 

		SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXTMATERIALS3c Reading mater i als can serve as models to explore writers craft and support student production of gradelevel opinion informational and narrative writing: Materials are only accessed through listening to the teacher reading the materials and viewing with picture supports. 

		SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXTMATERIALS3d Materials include explicit support to teachers either intheteacherseditionorclassroommaterialsforwriting instruction linked to the kindergarten and grade one writing standards including  Focusing on a topic responding to questions from peers andadding detailstostrengthenwritingas needed  Exploring and starting to use a variety of digital tools to produce and publish writing including in collaboration with peers: 

		SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXTMATERIALS3e Materials provide opportunities and resources for students to participate in shared research and writing projects including  Recalling information from experiences  Gathering information from provided sources: 

		SUMMARY STATEMENT Explain why the materials received this overall rating_4: Writing doesn't seem to be an important component in the Kinder curriculum.  Looking at the Knowlege Strand there is minimal writing and looking at the Skills Strand, I see no writing lessons. 

		SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXTMATERIALS4a Materials provide teachers with guidance and support for explicitandsystematicinstructionofthekindergartenand gradeoneReadingStandardsfor FoundationalSkillsCCSS including concepts of print phonological awareness letter recognitionphonics wordrecognitionandreading fluencyin a researchbased and transparent progression Refer to CCSS Appendix A for the research detailing the advancement of foundational reading skills: Skills strand focuses on Foundational Skills and all CCSS standards are covered at least 2 times (mostly 4+) through out the curriculum 

		SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXTMATERIALS4bMaterialsincludeavarietyofopportunitiesthatallow forsystematicandfrequent practiceof all foundational skills through suchfeatures as engagingtexts games digital materials etc: Yes systematic and frequent. No on engaging...

		SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXTMATERIALS4c Mater i a l s provide regu l ar pract i ce in encoding spe l l i ng and decoding reading the sound symbol relationships of English: Not really...writing it too lacking to say that encoding is a regularly practice. 

		SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXTMATERIALS4dMaterialsguidestudentsinreadingemergentreadertexts for kindergarten and gradelevel texts for grade one with purpose and understanding making frequent connections betweentheacquisition offoundationalskills and access to the meaning of texts including a set of textdependent or textspecific questions to check for understanding: Skills strand and Knowledge strand are separate so there is not the opportunity for students to make connections between the acquisition of foundational skills and access to meaning of texts. 

		SUMMARY STATEMENT Explain why the materials received this overall rating_5: Separation of Foundational Skills and Knowledge Strand impacts the effectiveness of the curriculum for students to contextualize the skills within the materials. 

		SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXTMATERIALSConventions of Standard English 5a There is evidence that gradelevel grammar and conventions are addressed using an integrated and contextua l i zed approach i n dai l y i nstruct i on Mater i als and tasksinkindergarten andgradeonearedesignedto help build student understanding and use of  Upperand lowercaseletters  Question words  Recognition and use of end punctuation  Frequently occurr i ng nouns in k i ndergarten and common proper and possessive nouns by grade one  Frequently occurring verbs in kindergarten and use of verbs toconvey past present and futureactions ingrade one  Complete sentence in kindergarten and compound dec l arat i ve i nterrogat i ve i mperat i ve and exc l amatory sentences in gradeone  Capitalizationofthefirstword inasentence in k i ndergarten and of dates and names of people in gradeone  Correct spelling by sounding out simple words phonetically in kindergarten and applying common spelling patterns to spell words in grade one Grade One  Regular plural nouns with matching verbs  Personal possessive and indefinite pronouns  Conjunctions and determiners such as art i c l es or demonstratives  Frequently occurringadjectives: Black binder pages 43-45 show relation to these standards.  Some have 2 lessons to address the standards and some have 8 lessons...most are in between..

		SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXTMATERIALSVocabulary Acquisition and Use 5bThe materialsprovidecontextsupportand strategies for teaching vocabularyacquisition skills including  Identifyingnew meaningsforfamiliar wordsin kindergarten  Us i ng sentencelevel context clues to unlock the meaning of words in grade one  Us i ng frequently occurring i nf l ect i ons and aff i xes as clues to the meaning of words  Usingrootwordssuchaslookandtheirinflectionalforms looks looked looking in grade one: Lots of this in the Knowlege section

		SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXTMATERIALS5c The materials provide embedded opportunities for studentstoencounterand developanunderstanding of word relationships and nuances in word meanings: Lots of this in Knowledge Strand

		SUMMARY STATEMENT Explain why the materials received this overall rating_6: Most of the lessons hit a number of the standards mentioned here. There would need to be supplemental planning to deepen exposure to all standards. 

		SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXTMATERIALS6a Comprehension and Collaboration Materials provide a frame that guides student participation in academic conversations by  Agreeing onrulesfordiscussiontaking turnsspeaking  Confirming understanding of texts read aloud  Ask i ng and answer i ng questions to c l ar i fy and gather information: Lots of comprehension and collaboration standards hit (pages 42 and 43 of black binder). 

		SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXTMATERIALS6b Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas Materials include tasks that promote oral responses in a range of collaborative discussions and support students in  Describing people places things and events  Using visual displays to add details  Speaking audibly and completing sentences: 

		SUMMARY STATEMENT Explain why the materials received this overall rating_7: The Knowledge Strand lessons address the majority of the speaking and listening standards.  Several Skills Strands lessons do too. 

		SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXTMATERIALS7a The texts promote differentiated instruction and instructional conversations about text to support student learning of  Academic language  Linguistic frames  Repeatedgrammatical structures and language: Didn't really notice differentiation...more like aimed at the whole class...assessments to see if students have the skills or not, not an assessment for progression. 

		SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXTMATERIALS7b The materials include student supports such as  Multiple digital and media versions of texts  Illustrations  Graphs and charts  Maps and photographs  Visual cuesnotes that draw attention to words in the text thatsignalsequenceoroffercluestomeaning suchas where when and how key events occur: 

		SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXTMATERIALS7c Thematerialsaredesignedto supportteacher instruction by use of  Expl i c i t i nstruct i onal direct i ons accompanied by mater i als that are clearly aligned to stated goals and objectives and that buildstudentabilitytoreadandcomprehendgrade l evel text  Strategies to gradually i ncrease difficulty as students ski l l s strengthen  Strategiestosupportstudentacquisitionofknowledge supporting specific common corestandards  Clear and detailed teacher directions and guidance for introducing new concepts and skills  Clear guidance for documenting student progress toward meeting gradelevelstandards: 

		SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXTMATERIALS7dThe materials provide supportfor students with varying learningstylesand modalitiesiethereareprovisionsfor print digital and other multimedia sources for information attainment: 

		SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXTMATERIALS7e The materials include developmentally appropriate mater i als and i nstruct i ona l sequences specifically designed for students in the pr i mary grades such as roleplay songs games etc: 

		SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXTMATERIALS7f The materials include assessments along with  Suggestions for next steps to address a spectrum of performance l evels and needs based on assessment results  Opportunities for students to demonstrate their expertise through the use of performance tasks  Pieces ofchallengingandcomplete text thatcanbeused to assess student understanding  and next instructional steps  Reading selections and questions that progress in a logica l sequence for gradual release1  Enrichment tasks for students who areon target for meeting gradelevelexpectations  Steps to take when evidence suggests that students are starting to fallbehind: 

		SUMMARY STATEMENT Explain why the materials received this overall rating_8: Curriculum does not appear to meet a variety of student needs...seems like a 1 size fits all systematic approach. 
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Textbook and Instructional Material Evaluation Rubric Form-
English Language Arts

Instructional materials are designed for use by students and teachers as a learning resource for students to acquire
essential knowledge, skills, abilities, and dispositions. This includes print and non-print materials, including
comprehensive/core textbooks, supplemental materials, Web-based and electronic textbooks, and assessments.

Title: Core Knowledge Author(s): Publisher(s): Amplify
Copyright Date: 2015 Subject/Grade Level: Literacy/K

Student ISBN:

Teacher Edition ISBN:

Instructions: Use the tables below to determine if the Textbook or Instructional material meets each criteria.

Organization

Criteria 2 1
Meets | Inadequate

Comments

1. Material provides a useful table of
contents, glossary, supplemental pages, and X
index.

2. Layout is consistent; chapters/units are
arranged logically; and allow access through X
multiple modalities.

3. Teacher edition contains interesting

introductions and a list of prerequisites skills X
for each chapter.
4. Material contains examples, explanations, X
and/or online resources to the depth and
breadth of the Nevada Academic Content
Standards.

5. Information is accurate, current, and X
research-based.

6. Focus of academic and domain specific
vocabulary is prevalent throughout reading, X
writing, listening, and speaking.
7. Size and format of print is appropriate. X

8. Format is visually appealing & interesting. X

9. Material provides Smarter Balanced
assessment type questions and/or
performance-based tasks.

10. Electronic and interactive format

available. X

Other:
Total Organization: 6 6

English Language Arts Content

1
Nevada Department of Education July 2, 2013 Textbook and Instructional Material Adoption Form
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Criteria

Meets

1
Inadequate

Comments

11. Materials focus on the knowledge, skills, and
abilities (KSASs) appropriate to the grade level.

12. Material demonstrates coherence and rigor of
KSAs appropriate to grade level.

13. Real-world applications are relevant to the
students.

X
X

14. Information and directions are clearly written and
explained.

15. Tasks are aligned to the anchor standards of the
Nevada Academic Content Standards.

X | X

16. Non-text content (maps, graphs, pictures, etc.) are
accurate, authentic, and well integrated into the
instructional material.

17. Lessons/tasks are interdisciplinary when
appropriate.

18. Tasks apply to the diversity of students and their
abilities, interests, and learning styles.

19. Questions and tasks encourage the development
and application of higher-level thinking skills.

20. Teacher edition includes questioning strategies
and/or questions to check for understanding at all
Depth of Knowledge (DOK) levels.

21. Teacher edition includes formative
assessment/evaluation tools and processes.

| DK | X[ X[ X

22. Material adheres to the text complexity at each
grade level outlined by the Nevada Academic Content
Standards.

23. Material provides access to or demonstrates
concepts in multiple ways, allowing for a variety of
student responses.

24. Tasks have a purpose, aligned to a skill or concept
at grade level.

25. Range and quality of text at each grade level is
addressed with a well-balanced representation of
literary and informational texts.

26. Material includes application of skills and
concepts at grade level.

27. Material makes it clear that student writing is a
key task (argument, informative, response to audience
and purpose, short focused research).

28. Content includes 21 Century skill development
such as collaboration, creative thinking, and problem

X

solving.
Other:
Total ELA Content Criteria: 22 7
Inclusion
Nevada Department of Education July 2, 2013 Textbook and Instructional Material Adoption Form
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Criteria

2 1

Meets | Inadequate

Comments

29. Material reflects a variety of ways to
differentiate instruction and model content to
support all learners.

30. Material reflects sensitivity with regard
to gender, race/ethnicity, religion, socio-
economic status, intellectual, and physical
abilities.

31. Material includes access to a multilingual
glossary.

32. Material provides resources for students
with disabilities and English Language
Learners aligned to grade level content.

33. Material is available for students with
visual impairments via a NIMAS file on the
NIMAC system.

X | X | X

Other:

Total Inclusion Criteria:

Alignment

Criteria

2 1

Meets | Inadequate Comments

34. Material content aligns to
district/organization curriculum.

35. Material content aligns with college and | y
career readiness skills (Nevada Academic
Content Standards).

36. Material is a useful resource in preparing X

students to meet the requirements of the
Nevada Academic Content Standards and
statewide assessments.

Other:

Total Alignment Criteria:

Total Score for ELA Textbook or Instructional Material: 54

Nevada Department of Education

N
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July 2, 2013

Textbook and Instructional Material Adoption Form
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		2 Meets1 Material provides a useful table of contents glossary supplemental pages and index: 

		1 Inadequate1 Material provides a useful table of contents glossary supplemental pages and index: X

		Comments1 Material provides a useful table of contents glossary supplemental pages and index: 

		2 Meets2 Layout is consistent chaptersunits are arranged logically and allow access through multiple modalities: X

		1 Inadequate2 Layout is consistent chaptersunits are arranged logically and allow access through multiple modalities: 

		Comments2 Layout is consistent chaptersunits are arranged logically and allow access through multiple modalities: 

		2 Meets3 Teacher edition contains interesting introductions and a list of prerequisites skills for each chapter: X

		1 Inadequate3 Teacher edition contains interesting introductions and a list of prerequisites skills for each chapter: 

		Comments3 Teacher edition contains interesting introductions and a list of prerequisites skills for each chapter: 

		2 Meets4 Material contains examples explanations andor online resources to the depth and breadth of the Nevada Academic Content Standards: 

		1 Inadequate4 Material contains examples explanations andor online resources to the depth and breadth of the Nevada Academic Content Standards: X

		Comments4 Material contains examples explanations andor online resources to the depth and breadth of the Nevada Academic Content Standards: 

		2 Meets5 Information is accurate current and researchbased: 

		1 Inadequate5 Information is accurate current and researchbased: X

		Comments5 Information is accurate current and researchbased: 

		2 Meets6 Focus of academic and domain specific vocabulary is prevalent throughout reading writing listening and speaking: 

		1 Inadequate6 Focus of academic and domain specific vocabulary is prevalent throughout reading writing listening and speaking: X

		Comments6 Focus of academic and domain specific vocabulary is prevalent throughout reading writing listening and speaking: 

		2 Meets7 Size and format of print is appropriate: X

		1 Inadequate7 Size and format of print is appropriate: 

		Comments7 Size and format of print is appropriate: 

		2 Meets8 Format is visually appealing  interesting: 

		1 Inadequate8 Format is visually appealing  interesting: X

		Comments8 Format is visually appealing  interesting: 

		2 Meets9 Material provides Smarter Balanced assessment type questions andor performancebased tasks: 

		1 Inadequate9 Material provides Smarter Balanced assessment type questions andor performancebased tasks: 

		Comments9 Material provides Smarter Balanced assessment type questions andor performancebased tasks: 

		2 Meets10 Electronic and interactive format available: 

		1 Inadequate10 Electronic and interactive format available: X

		Comments10 Electronic and interactive format available: 

		2 MeetsOther: 

		1 InadequateOther: 

		CommentsOther: 

		2 MeetsTotal Organization: 6

		1 InadequateTotal Organization: 6

		CommentsTotal Organization: 

		2 Meets11 Materials focus on the knowledge skills and abilities KSAs appropriate to the grade level: X

		1 Inadequate11 Materials focus on the knowledge skills and abilities KSAs appropriate to the grade level: 

		Comments11 Materials focus on the knowledge skills and abilities KSAs appropriate to the grade level: 

		2 Meets12 Material demonstrates coherence and rigor of KSAs appropriate to grade level: 

		1 Inadequate12 Material demonstrates coherence and rigor of KSAs appropriate to grade level: X

		Comments12 Material demonstrates coherence and rigor of KSAs appropriate to grade level: 

		2 Meets13 Realworld applications are relevant to the students: 

		1 Inadequate13 Realworld applications are relevant to the students: X

		Comments13 Realworld applications are relevant to the students: 

		2 Meets14 Information and directions are clearly written and explained: X

		1 Inadequate14 Information and directions are clearly written and explained: 

		Comments14 Information and directions are clearly written and explained: 

		2 Meets15 Tasks are aligned to the anchor standards of the Nevada Academic Content Standards: X

		1 Inadequate15 Tasks are aligned to the anchor standards of the Nevada Academic Content Standards: 

		Comments15 Tasks are aligned to the anchor standards of the Nevada Academic Content Standards: 

		2 Meets16 Nontext content maps graphs pictures etc are accurate authentic and well integrated into the instructional material: 

		1 Inadequate16 Nontext content maps graphs pictures etc are accurate authentic and well integrated into the instructional material: X

		Comments16 Nontext content maps graphs pictures etc are accurate authentic and well integrated into the instructional material: 

		2 Meets17 Lessonstasks are interdisciplinary when appropriate: X

		1 Inadequate17 Lessonstasks are interdisciplinary when appropriate: 

		Comments17 Lessonstasks are interdisciplinary when appropriate: 

		2 Meets18 Tasks apply to the diversity of students and their abilities interests and learning styles: X

		1 Inadequate18 Tasks apply to the diversity of students and their abilities interests and learning styles: 

		Comments18 Tasks apply to the diversity of students and their abilities interests and learning styles: 

		2 Meets19 Questions and tasks encourage the development and application of higherlevel thinking skills: X

		1 Inadequate19 Questions and tasks encourage the development and application of higherlevel thinking skills: 

		Comments19 Questions and tasks encourage the development and application of higherlevel thinking skills: 

		2 Meets20 Teacher edition includes questioning strategies andor questions to check for understanding at all Depth of Knowledge DOK levels: X

		1 Inadequate20 Teacher edition includes questioning strategies andor questions to check for understanding at all Depth of Knowledge DOK levels: 

		Comments20 Teacher edition includes questioning strategies andor questions to check for understanding at all Depth of Knowledge DOK levels: 

		2 Meets21 Teacher edition includes formative assessmentevaluation tools and processes: X

		1 Inadequate21 Teacher edition includes formative assessmentevaluation tools and processes: 

		Comments21 Teacher edition includes formative assessmentevaluation tools and processes: 

		2 Meets22 Material adheres to the text complexity at each grade level outlined by the Nevada Academic Content Standards: 

		1 Inadequate22 Material adheres to the text complexity at each grade level outlined by the Nevada Academic Content Standards: X

		Comments22 Material adheres to the text complexity at each grade level outlined by the Nevada Academic Content Standards: 

		2 Meets23 Material provides access to or demonstrates concepts in multiple ways allowing for a variety of student responses: 

		1 Inadequate23 Material provides access to or demonstrates concepts in multiple ways allowing for a variety of student responses: X

		Comments23 Material provides access to or demonstrates concepts in multiple ways allowing for a variety of student responses: 

		2 Meets24 Tasks have a purpose aligned to a skill or concept at grade level: X

		1 Inadequate24 Tasks have a purpose aligned to a skill or concept at grade level: 

		Comments24 Tasks have a purpose aligned to a skill or concept at grade level: 

		2 Meets25 Range and quality of text at each grade level is addressed with a wellbalanced representation of literary and informational texts: X

		1 Inadequate25 Range and quality of text at each grade level is addressed with a wellbalanced representation of literary and informational texts: 

		Comments25 Range and quality of text at each grade level is addressed with a wellbalanced representation of literary and informational texts: 

		2 Meets26 Material includes application of skills and concepts at grade level: 

		1 Inadequate26 Material includes application of skills and concepts at grade level: X

		Comments26 Material includes application of skills and concepts at grade level: 

		2 Meets27 Material makes it clear that student writing is a key task argument informative response to audience and purpose short focused research: 

		1 Inadequate27 Material makes it clear that student writing is a key task argument informative response to audience and purpose short focused research: X

		Comments27 Material makes it clear that student writing is a key task argument informative response to audience and purpose short focused research: 

		2 Meets28 Content includes 21st Century skill development such as collaboration creative thinking and problem solving: X

		1 Inadequate28 Content includes 21st Century skill development such as collaboration creative thinking and problem solving: 

		Comments28 Content includes 21st Century skill development such as collaboration creative thinking and problem solving: 

		Other_2: 

		2 MeetsOther_2: 

		1 InadequateOther_2: 

		CommentsOther_2: 

		2 MeetsTotal ELA Content Criteria: 22

		1 InadequateTotal ELA Content Criteria: 7

		CommentsTotal ELA Content Criteria: 

		2 Meets29 Material reflects a variety of ways to differentiate instruction and model content to support all learners: X

		1 Inadequate29 Material reflects a variety of ways to differentiate instruction and model content to support all learners: 

		Comments29 Material reflects a variety of ways to differentiate instruction and model content to support all learners: 

		2 Meets30 Material reflects sensitivity with regard to gender raceethnicity religion socio economic status intellectual and physical abilities: X

		1 Inadequate30 Material reflects sensitivity with regard to gender raceethnicity religion socio economic status intellectual and physical abilities: 

		Comments30 Material reflects sensitivity with regard to gender raceethnicity religion socio economic status intellectual and physical abilities: 

		2 Meets31 Material includes access to a multilingual glossary: 

		1 Inadequate31 Material includes access to a multilingual glossary: X

		Comments31 Material includes access to a multilingual glossary: 

		2 Meets32 Material provides resources for students with disabilities and English Language Learners aligned to grade level content: 

		1 Inadequate32 Material provides resources for students with disabilities and English Language Learners aligned to grade level content: X

		Comments32 Material provides resources for students with disabilities and English Language Learners aligned to grade level content: 

		2 Meets33 Material is available for students with visual impairments via a NIMAS file on the NIMAC system: 

		1 Inadequate33 Material is available for students with visual impairments via a NIMAS file on the NIMAC system: X

		Comments33 Material is available for students with visual impairments via a NIMAS file on the NIMAC system: 

		Other_3: 

		2 MeetsOther_3: 

		1 InadequateOther_3: 

		CommentsOther_3: 

		2 MeetsTotal Inclusion Criteria: 4

		1 InadequateTotal Inclusion Criteria: 3

		CommentsTotal Inclusion Criteria: 

		2 Meets34 Material content aligns to districtorganization curriculum: X

		1 Inadequate34 Material content aligns to districtorganization curriculum: 

		Comments34 Material content aligns to districtorganization curriculum: 

		2 Meets35 Material content aligns with college and career readiness skills Nevada Academic Content Standards: X

		1 Inadequate35 Material content aligns with college and career readiness skills Nevada Academic Content Standards: 

		Comments35 Material content aligns with college and career readiness skills Nevada Academic Content Standards: 

		2 Meets36 Material is a useful resource in preparing students to meet the requirements of the Nevada Academic Content Standards and statewide assessments: X

		1 Inadequate36 Material is a useful resource in preparing students to meet the requirements of the Nevada Academic Content Standards and statewide assessments: 

		Comments36 Material is a useful resource in preparing students to meet the requirements of the Nevada Academic Content Standards and statewide assessments: 

		Other_4: 

		2 MeetsOther_4: 

		1 InadequateOther_4: 

		CommentsOther_4: 

		2 MeetsTotal Alignment Criteria: 6

		1 InadequateTotal Alignment Criteria: 

		CommentsTotal Alignment Criteria: 

		Total Score for ELA Textbook or Instructional Material: 54

		Title: Core Knowledge

		Author(s): 

		Publishers: Amplify 

		Copyright Date: 2015

		Subject/Grade Level: Literacy/K

		Student ISBN: 

		Teacher Edition ISBN: 

		Other: 
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COMPONENT 1: TEXT COMPLEXITY

The guiding statements provided in this section will examine text complexity in order to differentiate quality and richness among the
texts WCSD is considering for adoption. To address the grade five standards, the submitted materials need to create the conditions for
rich and robust discussion and writing for ALL students (struggling readers, students with identified academic disabilities English
Learners, students who are performing at grade level, and advanced students).

GUIDING STATEMENTS SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXT/MATERIALS EI\R{[E'EII\]NC(E
Literature and Informational Text Texts in content-driven units 04) extensive
Cla. The texts presentrich and embedded relationships
between and among characters, ideas, and concepts that @3) sufficient
are conveyed through masterful style and structure. (See
exemplars in CCSS, Appendix B.) O
2) some

O 1) weak

C1b. The materials consistentlyincludeshort, challenging,and ~ Content-rich literary and informational texts; includes Don O“) extensive
complete texts that contain rich content, ideas, and academic Quixote
language worthy of close reading. (See exemplarsin CCSS, 3 -

: sufficient
Appendix B.) @ )

ELA/LITERACY GRADE-LEVEL INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS EVALUATION TOOL: QUALITY REVIEW GRADE 5 2
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Clc. The materials consistently provide opportunities to 50/50 balance Od) extensive
read both literary and informationaltexts atthe high end
of the grades three through five{textcomplexity band. ®3) sufficient

OZ) some
Ol) weak

C1d. Materials provide strategies for grade-level vocabulary "Word work" lessons focus on vocabulary and multiple meanings 04) extensive

acquisition as well as differentiated strategies for all There are few differentiated strategies for vocabulary inst.

students. O3) sufficient
l

@2) some
Ol) weak

OVERALLRATING: O4)extensive evidence @3)sufficient evidence OZ) some evidence Ol) weak evidence

SUMMARY STATEMENT (Explain why the materials received this overall rating):

ELA/LITERACY GRADE-LEVEL INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS EVALUATION TOOL: QUALITY REVIEW GRADE 5 3





COMPONENT 2: QUESTIONS AND TASKS

At least 80% of all questions in the submission are high-quality text-dependent and text-specific questions. The overwhelming
majority of these questions reference specific text and draw student attention to the text they are reading. Text-dependent questions
that address the grade five standards will be described in greater depth in Alignment Criterion II.

ALIGNMENT CRITERION|: RANGE AND QUALITY OF TEXTS

Materials must reflect a wide range of text types and genres, as required by the standards. In grade five, and across all other grade
levels, there should be ample texts on topics that can support sustained study. Knowledge built at one grade level should be expanded
in other grade levels. Topics should take into account individual student academic needs and interests in order to foster independent
reading. It is also imperative that the included topics and themes are compelling enough to read multiple times and are aligned to
district needs. Pay particular attention to the guidance provided in Appendix B of the Common Core State Standards.

GUIDING STATEMENTS SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXT/MATERIALS EI\R{"A?'EII\II\IC(E
Literature and Informational Text Domains build from year to year 04) extensive
la. The range of materials, both print and digital, allows
teachers and studentsto explore content that coherentlyand @ 3) sufficient
systematicallybuilds knowledgeandgrade-level
vocabulary acrosssubjects, themes, andtopics. (See CCSS
Appendix B for examples of grade-level knowledge OZ) some
demands.) Text setsalso address a wide variety of
student interests, and are likely to foster independent
reading. O 1) weak

1b. Textsets include a diverse range of high quality, culturally- ~ Diverse array of subjects, cultures, genres, authors, and time @4) extensive

responsive and appropriate topics and themes. Textsfrom peri(_)ds o _
diverse culturesreflectthe same high-qualityfeaturesthat ~ Stories represent ethnicities and culturally diverse group of 03) sufficient
are demanded of all texts. characters

ELA/LITERACY GRADE-LEVEL INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS EVALUATION TOOL: QUALITY REVIEW GRADE 5 4
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GUIDING STATEMENTS

1c. Materials include arich and diverse sampling of literary
texts including, but not limited to:

1d.Therangeofinformationaltexts include selections that:

Drama and poetry

Storiesfrom various genresthatinvite exploration ofthe
treatment of themes and topics

Present historical events

Present multiple accounts of the same event ortopic
Provide technicalinformation

Present scientific ideas or concepts

Contain relevantvisual representations of information

le. Student reading materials contain a range of

increasingly challenging selections that allow teachers to
build students’ ability to comprehend complex text and

expand vocabulary throughout the school year.

SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXT/MATERIALS

Not much drama and poetry throughout, but does include a
poetry unit
Variety of genres across year, but not necessarily within a unit

Many historical events, some evidence of multiple accounts of
same event or topic
Some scientific ideas and visual representation

OVERALLRATING: O 4)extensive evidence @ 3) sufficient evidence OZ) some evidence O 1) weak evidence

SUMMARY STATEMENT (Explain why the materials received this overall rating):

EVIDENCE
RATING

OA) extensive
OB) sufficient
@2) some

Ol) weak
OA) extensive

@3) sufficient

OZ) some

Ol) weak
OA) extensive

ELA/LITERACY GRADE-LEVEL INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS EVALUATION TOOL: QUALITY REVIEW GRADE 5





ALIGNMENT CRITERION Il. QUESTIONS AND TASKS SUPPORT STUDENT LEARNING

Questions posed to students in the materials under review should support student learning in building reading comprehension, in
finding and producing the textual evidence to support responses, and in developing grade-level academic language and domain-
specific words and phrases. Texts for grade five students must include text-dependent questions that require the use of higher order
thinking skills. There should be a range of questions that require students to attend to the author’s language as his/her vehicle for
conveying meaning, as well as to support specific inferences with explicit details from the text. Most questions should require

that the student refer to the text in several places in order to devise an answer—rather than asking only literal, “right there” types of
questions—and should also require the student to begin comparing texts, authors, and opinions (CCSS).

GUIDING STATEMENTS SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXT/MATERIALS El\é":ﬁ\"\lcé
Literature and Informational Text Questions are text-dependent OA') extensive
) . . Tasks aligned to standards
2a. Key Ideas an_d _Deta:ls. Questions anq task§ require All standards addressed in most units N
f]touto:iergittsetgti).(phcmy attendto the text, including, but Questions are categorized as literal, inferential, or evaluative @3) sufficient
) ' . (most are literal or inferential; some are closed)

* Quoting from atext when explaining what the text says

explicitly and making inferences O 2) some

* Summarizing text
 Determining the theme of a story, drama, or poem from
details in thetext O 1) weak
» Determiningtwoormoremainideasofatextandhow
they are supported by key details
» Comparing and contrasting two or morecharacters,
settings, or events in a story or drama
* Explaining the relationships or interactions between
two or more individuals, events, ideas, or concepts
covered in informational texts

ELA/LITERACY GRADE-LEVEL INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS EVALUATION TOOL: QUALITY REVIEW GRADE 5 6
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GUIDING STATEMENTS

2b. Craft and Structure. Questions and tasks require students
to explicitly attend to the text, including, but not limited to:

* Determining the meaning of words and phrases as used
in the text, including general academic and domain-
specific words as well as figurative language

 Explaining how a series ofchapters,scenes, orstanzas fit
togetherto formthe overall structure of a story, drama, or
poem

» Comparing and contrasting the overall structure of two or
more informationaltexts

* Analyzingmultiple accounts of the same eventor topic, noting
similaritiesand differencesin pointofviewanddescribinghow
point of viewinfluences how events are described

2¢. Integration of Knowledge and Ideas. Questions and tasks
require studentsto explicitly attend tothe text, including,
but not limitedto:

+ Drawing information from multiple print or digital
sources

* Analyzing how visual and multimedia elements contribute
to the meaning, tone, or beauty of a text

» Comparingand contrasting the treatment of
similar themes, topics, and patterns of events

» Comparing and contrasting stories in the same genre on
their approachesto similar themes and topics

* Explaining how an author uses reasons and evidence to
support points

* Integrating information from several texts on the same
topic

OVERALLRATING: O 4)extensive evidence 03) sufficient evidence @2) some evidence

SUMMARY STATEMENT (Explain why the materials received this overall rating):

SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXT/MATERIALS

Addressed more in literary text than informational

Addressed in few units

Ol) weak evidence

EVIDENCE
RATING

04) extensive

04) extensive
(O 3) sufficient
(9)2) some
(O weak

ELA/LITERACY GRADE-LEVEL INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS EVALUATION TOOL: QUALITY REVIEW GRADE 5





ALIGNMENT CRITERIONIII. WRITINGTOSOURCESANDRESEARCH

The writing standards for each grade level highlight distinctive expectations about student writing. For details on grade-level writing
expectations and writing exemplars for grade five, see the Common Core State Standards for English Language Arts and Literacy.
The metrics below show key characteristics to look for in your review of materials.

GUIDING STATEMENTS SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXT/MATERIALS EI\'\{"A?'EII\II\ICCE
3a. Writing assignments are explicitly connected to what Close reading informs writing O) extensive
students are reading, and routinely include writing over
shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) and -
extended time frames (for research, reflection, and revision) @3) sufficient
for a range of discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and
audiences. O

2) some
Ol) weak
3b. Text-dependent questions generally create the foundation ~ Different text types within each unit--informational, opinion, O) extensive

for students to address culminating writing tasks, narrative

including: @3) sufficient
 Writing opinion pieces ontopics or texts, supporting a
point of view with reasons and information
» Writing informative/explanatory texts to examine atopic OZ) some
and convey ideas and information clearly
* Writing narratives to develop real or imagined
experiences or events using effective technique, Ol) weak
descriptive details,and clear sequences of events

3c.Reading materials can serve as models to explore Some attention to author's craft in texts, some teacher modeling O‘) extensive
writer’s craft, demonstrate use of domain-specific words and ~ With think-aloud, lessons in "writing studio”
phrases, and support student production of grade-level ®3) sufficient

opinion, informational, and narrative writing.

OZ) some
Ol) weak

ELA/LITERACY GRADE-LEVEL INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS EVALUATION TOOL: QUALITY REVIEW GRADE 5 8
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GUIDING STATEMENTS SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXT/MATERIALS

3d. Materialsinclude explicit supportto teachers, eitherinthe
teacher’sedition orclassroommaterials, forwritinginstruction
linkedto the grade five writing standards, including:

* Producing clear and coherent writing in which the
development and organization are appropriate to the
task, purpose, and audience

+ Developing and strengthening writing by planning, revising,
editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach

* Using technologyto produce and publish writing, as well
as tointeractandcollaborate with others, demonstrating
sufficient keyboarding skills

Materials should also guide the teaching of specific
components of grade five writing standards 1-3 (See CCSS).

3e. Materials provide opportunities and resourcesfor Limited opportunities to conduct short research projects

students to conduct short research projects that build
knowledge about a topic, including:

» Using several sources to investigate differentaspects
of a topic

* Recalling relevant information from experiences
or gathering informationfromprintanddigital
sources

* Summarizing or paraphrasing information in notes and
finished work

* Providing a list of sources

 Drawing evidence from literary orinformational texts to
support analysis, reflection, or research

OVERALLRATING: O 4)extensive evidence @ 3) sufficient evidence O 2) some evidence O 1) weak evidence

SUMMARY STATEMENT (Explain why the materials received this overall rating):

EVIDENCE
RATING

04) extensive

04) extensive
(O 3) sufficient

@2) some
O 1) weak

ELA/LITERACY GRADE-LEVEL INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS EVALUATION TOOL: QUALITY REVIEW GRADE 5
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ALIGNMENT CRITERION IV: FOUNDATIONAL SKILLS

Materials provide guidance and support for explicit and systematic instruction and diagnostic support in grade-level phonics,
vocabulary development, syntax, and reading fluency. Students must be able to recognize words fluently in order to focus on the
major goal of reading, which is comprehension. Effective foundational skills instruction in grade five includes an explicit and

systematic focus on phonics and practice in applying phonics for students who are struggling. Building word analysis skills and
fluency must also be contextualized within the materials (CCSS).

GUIDING STATEMENTS SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXT/MATERIALS EI\'\{"AJ'II%II\II\ICCE
4a. Materials provide teachers with guidance and supportfor ~ Every other I(_asson has a whole group morphology lesson O 4) extensive
explicit and systematic instruction of the grade five "Word work" is focused more on vocabulary
Reading Standards for Foundational Skills, including O 3) sufficient
instruction in phonics, word analysis, and reading with
fluency to support comprehension. (Refer to CCSS,

AppendixAforthe research detailing the advancement of
foundational skills in reading.) @2) some

4b. Materials include avariety of opportunities for students to  Morphology every other lesson O 4) extensive

develop and apply word analysis and decoding skills,

including: @ 3) sufficient

 Understanding grade-level vocabulary using anintegrated |
approach(including affixes, multi-syllable words, etc.)

 Understanding multisyllabic wordsin context and out of OZ) some
context

» Self-correctingusingword recognition skills and
context clues, rereading text purposefully as needed Ol) weak

ELA/LITERACY GRADE-LEVEL INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS EVALUATION TOOL: QUALITY REVIEW GRADE 5 10
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EVIDENCE

GUIDING STATEMENTS SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXT/MATERIALS RATING
4c¢. Materials provide regular practice in reading grade-level Limited opportunities O 4) extensive
prose and poetry with accuracy, atan appropriate rate, and
with appropriate expression. O 3) sufficient

@ 2) some
O 1) weak
4d. Materials guide studentsinreading grade-level texts with O 4) extensive
purpose and understanding, making frequent connections
between the acquisition of foundational skills and access @ 3) sufficient
to the meaning of texts (including a set of text-dependent

or text-specific questions to check for understanding).

O 2) some
O 1) weak

OVERALLRATING: O 4)extensive evidence @3) sufficient evidence O 2) some evidence Ol) weak evidence

SUMMARY STATEMENT (Explain why the materials received this overall rating):
Average 2.5

ELA/LITERACY GRADE-LEVEL INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS EVALUATION TOOL: QUALITY REVIEW GRADE 5 11





ALIGNMENT CRITERION V: LANGUAGE

The Common Core State Standards for language focus on ensuring that students gain adequate mastery of a range of language skills
and applications. Students are expected to meet each year’s grade-specific standards and retain or further develop skills, knowledge,
and vocabulary gained in preceding grades (CCSS).

GUIDING STATEMENTS SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXT/MATERIALS El\é"AD'EII\II\ICCE
Conventions of Standard English Grammar lessons aligned to standards every other lesson 04) extensive

5a. There is evidence that grade-level grammar and conventions

are addressed using an integrated and contextualized approach @ 3) sufficient
in daily instruction. Materials and tasks in grade five are |

designed to help build student understanding and use of:

« Conjunctions (including correlative conjunctions), O 2) some
prepositions, and interjections, including knowing and
explaining their function in a sentence

« Correctverbtense,includingperfect tenses, to O 1) weak

convey various times, sequences, states, and
conditions

 Correct spelling of grade-level words

+ Commas to separate items in a series, separate an
introductory phrase from the rest of a sentence, to indicate
direct address, or to set off tag words or questions

* Underlining, quotation marks, oritalicstoindicate titles

Knowledge of Language Limited 04) extensive
5b. The materials support instruction on:

« Expanding, combining, and reducing sentences O 3) sufficient
» Comparing and contrasting the varieties of English dialects
and registers used in stories, dramas, or poems @ 2) some

O 1) weak

ELA/LITERACY GRADE-LEVEL INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS EVALUATION TOOL: QUALITY REVIEW GRADE 5 12
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GUIDING STATEMENTS

Vocabulary Acquisition and Use

5c.Thematerials provide context,support,and strategies

for teaching vocabulary acquisition skills, including:

» Using context clues to unlock the meaning of words

» UsingGreek orLatin affixes and rootsas clues
to the meaning of words

 Consulting reference materials to determine pronunciation
or the meaning of words

5d. The materials provide embedded opportunities for
students to encounter and develop an understanding of
figurative language, word relationships, and nuances in
word meanings.

OVERALLRATING: O4)extensive evidence @ 3) sufficient evidence O 2) some evidence Ol) weak evidence

SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXT/MATERIALS

Regular focus on tier 2 and 3 words

SUMMARY STATEMENT (Explain why the materials received this overall rating):

EVIDENCE
RATING

04) extensive
@ 3) sufficient

04) extensive
@ 3) sufficient
|

O 2) some
O 1) weak

ELA/LITERACY GRADE-LEVEL INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS EVALUATION TOOL: QUALITY REVIEW GRADE 5
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ALIGNMENT CRITERIONVI: SPEAKINGAND LISTENING

To be CCSS-aligned, speaking and listening must be integrated into lessons, items, and tasks. These must reflect a progression of
communication skills required for eventual college- and career-readiness. If grade five students are able to listen to others, discuss
what they are learning, and voice their own confusion or misunderstandings, their learning becomes deeper and more meaningful.
They are exposed, at this level, to points of view that may differ from their own, and they learn how to agree and disagree, express

their own thoughts, and ask questions when they don’t understand or need more clarification (CCSS).

GUIDING STATEMENTS SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXT/MATERIALS
6a. Comprehension and Collaboration. Materials provide a While all standards are addressed, there are limited
language framework for student participation in opportunities for collaboration

academic conversations, including the ability to:

* Cometo adiscussion prepared

* Follow agreed upon rules/roles

» Pose and respond to specific questions to clarify or follow
up oninformation

» Reviewkey ideas and explain their own ideas

+ Differentiate between contexts forformal English
and situations where informal discourse is
appropriate

» Useaccurate, grade-appropriate general academicand
domain-specific words and phrases

EVIDENCE
RATING

04) extensive

ELA/LITERACY GRADE-LEVEL INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS EVALUATION TOOL: QUALITY REVIEW GRADE 5
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GUIDING STATEMENTS SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXT/MATERIALS

6b.PresentationofkKnowledge and Ideas. Materials provide a Limited opportunities for presentation
language framework for student planning of effective
presentations, focusing on:

* How toreport on a topicor text using evidenceto
present findings from research

* How to present an opinion

* Howto sequence ideas logically

» Howto use appropriate facts andrelevant details to
support ideas

» Howto use descriptive details to support mainideas or
themes

* How to use multimedia components

» Howto adapt speech to a variety of audiences

OVERALLRATING: O 4)extensive evidence O 3) sufficient evidence @ 2) some evidence Ol) weak evidence

SUMMARY STATEMENT (Explain why the materials received this overall rating):

EVIDENCE
RATING

O 4) extensive
O 3) sufficient
|

@ 2) some
O 1) weak

ELA/LITERACY GRADE-LEVEL INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS EVALUATION TOOL: QUALITY REVIEW GRADE 5
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ALIGNMENT CRITERION VII: SCAFFOLDING AND SUPPORTS

While scaffolds are not a part of the standards themselves, it is important to support teachers in meeting the needs of the range of
students in their classrooms. In order to meet the reading, speaking, and writing needs of all grade five students, the materials must
include supports for students to comprehend text at the high end of the grades three through five text complexity band. Supports and
scaffolds should draw students back to the text and provide strategies for vocabulary acquisition. All scaffolding and support requires
ongoing formal and informal assessments. These assessments should provide multiple opportunities for students to demonstrate their

proficiency and inform instruction.

It is important to note that scaffolding is not just intended for struggling students, but also for students who are ready for above
grade-level work. As text complexity increases and tasks get increasingly challenging, the need for appropriate scaffolds for above

grade-level access is equally important (CCSS).
GUIDING STATEMENTS

7a. The texts promote differentiated instruction and
instructional conversations about text to support student
learning of:

» Academic language
* Linguistic frames for student talk and writing
* Repeated grammatical structures and language

7b. The materials include student supports such as:

Multiple digital and media versions of texts
lllustrations

* Graphs andcharts

* Maps and photographs

Visual cues/notes that draw attention to words in the
text thatsignal sequenceorofferclues to meaning(i.e.,
where, when, and how key events occur)

SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXT/MATERIALS

Differentiated supports for ELs in every lesson based on level
Limited evidence of linguistic frames and repeated grammatical
structures and language

Digital library

Digital resources

Some bolded words in student text
Includes graphs, charts, maps, photos

EVIDENCE
RATING

) extensive

(O3 sufficient
@2) some
Ol) weak

@4) extensive
03) sufficient

OZ) some
Ol) weak

ELA/LITERACY GRADE-LEVEL INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS EVALUATION TOOL: QUALITY REVIEW GRADE 5

16



http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/



GUIDING STATEMENTS

7c. Thematerialsaredesignedto support teacher
instruction by use of:

Explicit instructional directions accompanied by materials

thatare clearly alignedto stated goals and objectives that

build student ability to read and comprehend grade-level
text

Strategies to gradually increase difficulty as students’
comprehension skills strengthen

Strategies to supportstudentacquisition of
knowledge supporting specific common core
standards

Clear and detailed teacher directions and guidance
for introducing new concepts and skills

Clear guidance for documenting student progress
toward meeting grade-levelstandards

7d.The materials provide support for student
learning throughvaryingmodalities (i.e., thereare
provisionsfor print, digital, and other multimedia sources
forinformation attainment).

SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXT/MATERIALS

Digital library
Print and digital resources
Digital "writing quests"

EVIDENCE
RATING

04) extensive

04) extensive
@3) sufficient

ELA/LITERACY GRADE-LEVEL INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS EVALUATION TOOL: QUALITY REVIEW GRADE 5
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GUIDING STATEMENTS

7e. The materials include assessments along with:

Suggestions for next steps to address a spectrum of
performancelevels and needs based on assessment results
Opportunities for students to demonstrate their expertise
through the use of performance tasks

Pieces ofchallengingand complete textthatcan be
used to assessstudentunderstanding and next
instructional steps

Reading selections and questions that progressin a logical
sequence for gradual release?

Enrichmenttasksfor students who are ontarget for
meeting grade-level expectations

Steps to take when evidence suggests that students

are starting to fallbehind

EVIDENCE

SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXT/MATERIALS

Assessments 3 X year to all students

RATING

04) extensive

Mid and end of unit assessments--spelling, word recognition,

story comprehension, fluency
Includes "challenge" opportunities
Embedded formative assessment
Little evidence of performance tasks

OVERALLRATING: O 4)extensive evidence @ 3) sufficient evidence G 2) some evidence

SUMMARY STATEMENT (Explain why the materials received this overall rating):
Average 2.8

O 3) sufficient

Ol) weak evidence

1 Gradual release: scaffolding of instruction so that students develop the ability to read and complete tasks and assignments independently and proficiently.

ELA/LITERACY GRADE-LEVEL INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS EVALUATION TOOL: QUALITY REVIEW GRADE 5
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		SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXTMATERIALSLiterature and Informational Text C1a The texts present rich and embedded relationships between and among characters ideas and concepts that are conveyed through masterful style and structure See exemplars in CCSS Appendix B: Texts in content-driven units

		SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXTMATERIALSC1bThe materialsconsistentlyincludeshortchallengingand complete texts that contain rich content ideas and academic language worthy of close reading See exemplars in CCSS Appendix B: Content-rich literary and informational texts; includes Don Quixote

		C1c The materials consistently provide opportunities to read both literaryand informationaltexts at the high end of the grades three through fivetextcomplexityband: 50/50 balance

		C1d Materials provide strategies for gradelevel vocabulary acquisition as well as differentiated strategies for all students: "Word work" lessons focus on vocabulary and multiple meanings
There are few differentiated strategies for vocabulary inst.

		SUMMARY STATEMENT Explain why the materials received this overall rating: 

		SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXTMATERIALSLiterature and Informational Text 1a The range of materials both print and digital allows teachers and students to explore content that coherentlyand systematicallybuilds knowledgeandgradelevel vocabulary acrosssubjects themes andtopics See CCSS Appendix B for examples of gradelevel knowledge demandsText setsalso address a wide variety of student interests and are likely to foster independent reading: Domains build from year to year

		SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXTMATERIALS1b Text sets include a diverse range of high quality culturally responsive and appropriate topics and themes Textsfrom diverseculturesreflectthesamehighqualityfeaturesthat are demanded of all texts: Diverse array of subjects, cultures, genres, authors, and time periods
Stories represent ethnicities and culturally diverse group of characters

		SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXTMATERIALS1c Materials include a rich and diverse sampling of literary texts including but not limited to  Drama and poetry  Stories from various genres that invite exploration of the treatment of themes and topics: Not much drama and poetry throughout, but does include a poetry unit
Variety of genres across year, but not necessarily within a unit

		SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXTMATERIALS1dTherangeofinformationaltexts include selections that  Present historical events  Presentmultiple accounts of the same event or topic  Provide technicalinformation  Present scientific ideas or concepts  Contain relevantvisual representations of information: Many historical events, some evidence of multiple accounts of same event or topic
Some scientific ideas and visual representation

		SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXTMATERIALS1e Student reading materials contain a range of increasingly challenging selections that allow teachers to build students ability to comprehend complex text and expand vocabulary throughout the school year: 

		SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXTMATERIALSLiterature and Informational Text 2a Key Ideas and Details Questions and tasks require students to explicitly attend to the text including but not limited to  Quoting from a text when explaining what the text says explicitly and making inferences  Summarizing text  Determining the theme of a story drama or poem from details in thetext  Determiningtwoormoremainideasofatextandhow they are supported by key details  Comparing and contrasting two or morecharacters settings or events in a story or drama  Explaining the relationships or interactions between two or more individuals events ideas or concepts covered in informational texts: Questions are text-dependent
Tasks aligned to standards
All standards addressed in most units
Questions are categorized as literal, inferential, or evaluative (most are literal or inferential; some are closed)

		SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXTMATERIALS2b Craft and Structure Questions and tasks require students to explicitlyattend tothe text including but notlimited to  Determining the meaning of words and phrases as used in the text including general academic and domain specific words as well as figurative language  Explaining how a series ofchaptersscenesorstanzas fit togethertoformthe overallstructureof a storydramaor poem  Comparing and contrasting the overall structure of two or more informationaltexts  Analyzingmultipleaccountsofthesameeventor topicnoting similaritiesanddifferencesinpointofviewanddescribinghow pointofviewinfluenceshoweventsaredescribed: Addressed more in literary text than informational

		SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXTMATERIALS2c Integration of Knowledge and Ideas Questions and tasks requirestudentstoexplicitlyattendtothetextincluding but not limitedto  Drawing information from multiple print or digital sources  Analyzing how visual and multimedia elements contribute to the meaning tone or beauty of a text  Comparingand contrasting the treatment of similar themes topics and patterns of events  Comparing and contrasting stories in the same genre on their approaches to similar themes and topics  Explaining how an author uses reasons and evidence to support points  Integrating information from several texts on the same topic: Addressed in few units

		SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXTMATERIALS3a Writing assignments are explicitly connected to what students are reading and routinely include writing over shorter time frames a single sitting or a day or two and extended time frames for research reflection and revision for a range of disciplinespecific tasks purposes and audiences: Close reading informs writing

		SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXTMATERIALS3b Textdependent questions generally create the foundation for students to address culminating writing tasks including  Writing opinion pieces on topics or texts supporting a point of view with reasons and information  Writing informativeexplanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas and information clearly  Writing narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective technique descriptive details and clear sequences of events: Different text types within each unit--informational, opinion, narrative

		SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXTMATERIALS3cReading materials can serve as models to explore writers craft demonstrate use of domainspecific words and phrases and support student production of gradelevel opinion informational and narrative writing: Some attention to author's craft in texts, some teacher modeling with think-aloud, lessons in "writing studio"

		SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXTMATERIALS3d Materials include explicit support to teachers either in the teachersedition orclassroommaterialsforwritinginstruction linkedto the gradefive writing standardsincluding  Producing clear and coherent writing in which the development and organization are appropriate to the task purpose andaudience  Developing and strengthening writing by planning revising editing rewriting or trying a new approach  Using technology to produce and publish writing as well as to interactandcollaboratewithothersdemonstrating sufficient keyboardingskills Materials should also guide the teaching of specific components of grade five writing standards 13 See CCSS: 

		2 some evidence: Limited opportunities to conduct short research projects

		SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXTMATERIALS4a Materials provide teachers with guidance and support for explicit and systematic instruction of the grade five Reading Standards for Foundational Skills including instruction in phonics word analysis and reading with fluency to support comprehensionRefer to CCSS Appendix Aforthe research detailing the advancement of foundational skills in reading: Every other lesson has a whole group morphology lesson
"Word work" is focused more on vocabulary

		SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXTMATERIALS4b Materials include a variety of opportunities for students to develop and apply word analysis and decoding skills including  Understanding gradelevel vocabulary using an integrated approachincludingaffixesmultisyllablewordsetc  Understanding multisyllabic wordsin context and out of context  Selfcorrectingusingword recognition skills and context clues rereading text purposefully as needed: Morphology every other lesson

		SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXTMATERIALS4c Materials provide regular practice in reading gradelevel proseand poetry with accuracyat an appropriate rate and with appropriateexpression: Limited opportunities

		SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXTMATERIALS4d Materials guide students inreading gradelevel texts with purpose and understanding making frequent connections between the acquisition of foundational skills and access to the meaning of texts including a set of textdependent or textspecific questions to check for understanding: 

		SUMMARY STATEMENT Explain why the materials received this overall rating_2: Average 2.5

		SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXTMATERIALSConventions of Standard English 5a There is evidence that gradelevel grammar and conventions are addressed using an integrated and contextualized approach in daily instruction Materials and tasks in grade five are designed to help build student understanding and use of  Conjunctions including correlative conjunctions prepositions and interjections including knowing and explaining their function in a sentence  Correctverbtenseincludingperfect tensesto convey various timessequencesstates and conditions  Correct spelling of gradelevel words  Commas to separate items in a series separate an introductory phrase from the rest of a sentence to indicate direct address or to set off tag words or questions  Underliningquotationmarksoritalicstoindicatetitles: Grammar lessons aligned to standards every other lesson

		SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXTMATERIALSKnowledge of Language 5b The materials support instruction on  Expanding combining and reducing sentences  Comparing and contrasting the varieties of English dialects and registers used in stories dramasorpoems: Limited 

		SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXTMATERIALSVocabulary Acquisition and Use 5cThematerials provide contextsupportand strategies for teaching vocabulary acquisition skills including  Using context clues to unlock the meaning of words  UsingGreek orLatin affixes and rootsas clues to the meaning of words  Consulting reference materials to determine pronunciation or the meaning of words: Regular focus on tier 2 and 3 words

		SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXTMATERIALS5d The materials provide embedded opportunities for students to encounter and develop an understanding of figurative language word relationships and nuances in word meanings: 

		SUMMARY STATEMENT Explain why the materials received this overall rating_3: 

		SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXTMATERIALS6a Comprehension and Collaboration Materials provide a language framework for student participation in academic conversations including the ability to  Come to a discussion prepared  Follow agreed upon rulesroles  Pose and respond to specific questions to clarify or follow up on information  Review key ideas and explain their own ideas  Differentiate between contexts for formalEnglish and situations where informal discourse is appropriate  Use accurate gradeappropriate general academic and domainspecific words and phrases: While all standards are addressed, there are limited opportunities for collaboration

		SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXTMATERIALS6bPresentationofKnowledge and Ideas Materials provide a language framework for student planning of effective presentations focusing on  How toreport on a topicor text using evidenceto present findings from research  How to present an opinion  How to sequence ideas logically  How to use appropriate facts and relevant details to support ideas  How to use descriptive details to support main ideas or themes  How to use multimedia components  How to adapt speech to a variety of audiences: Limited opportunities for presentation

		SUMMARY STATEMENT Explain why the materials received this overall rating_4: 

		SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXTMATERIALS7a The texts promote differentiated instruction and instructional conversations about text to support student learning of  Academic language  Linguistic frames for student talk and writing  Repeated grammatical structures and language: Differentiated supports for ELs in every lesson based on level
Limited evidence of linguistic frames and repeated grammatical structures and language 

		SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXTMATERIALS7b The materials include student supports such as  Multiple digital and media versions of texts  Illustrations  Graphs andcharts  Maps andphotographs  Visual cuesnotes that draw attention to words in the text thatsignal sequenceorofferclues to meaningie where when and how key events occur: Digital library
Digital resources 
Some bolded words in student text
Includes graphs, charts, maps, photos

		SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXTMATERIALS7c The materialsaredesignedto support teacher instruction by use of  Explicit instructional directions accompanied by materials that are clearlyalignedtostated goals and objectives that build student ability to read and comprehend gradelevel text  Strategies to gradually increase difficulty as students comprehension skills strengthen  Strategies to supportstudentacquisitionof knowledge supporting specific common core standards  Clear and detailed teacher directions and guidance for introducing new concepts and skills  Clear guidance for documenting student progress toward meeting gradelevelstandards: 

		SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXTMATERIALS7dThe materials provide support for student learning throughvaryingmodalitiesiethereare provisionsfor print digital and other multimedia sources for information attainment: Digital library
Print and digital resources
Digital "writing quests"

		SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXTMATERIALS7e The materials include assessments along with  Suggestions for next steps to address a spectrum of performance levels and needs based on assessment results  Opportunities for students to demonstrate their expertise through the use of performance tasks  Pieces of challengingand complete textthatcan be used to assess student understanding and next instructional steps  Reading selections and questions that progress in a logical sequence for gradual release1  Enrichment tasksfor students who are on target for meeting gradelevel expectations  Steps to take when evidence suggests that students are starting to fallbehind: Assessments 3 X year to all students
Mid and end of unit assessments--spelling, word recognition, story comprehension, fluency
Includes "challenge" opportunities
Embedded formative assessment
Little evidence of performance tasks

		SUMMARY STATEMENT Explain why the materials received this overall rating_5: Average 2.8

		Text1: 

		Group1: Choice2

		Group2: Choice2

		Group3: Choice2

		Group4: Choice3

		Group5: Choice2

		Group6: Choice2

		Group7: Choice1

		Group8: Choice3

		Group9: Choice2

		Group10: Choice2

		Group11: Choice2

		Group12: Choice2

		Group13: Choice3

		Group14: Choice3

		Group15: Choice3

		Group16: Choice2

		Group17: Choice2

		Group18: Choice2

		Group19: Choice2

		Group20: Choice3

		Group21: Choice2

		Group22: Choice3

		Group23: Choice2

		Group24: Choice3

		Group25: Choice2

		Group26: Choice2

		Group27: Choice2

		Group28: Choice3

		Group29: Choice2

		Group30: Choice2

		Group31: Choice2

		Group32: Choice3

		Group33: Choice3

		Group34: Choice3

		Group35: Choice3

		Group36: Choice1

		Group37: Choice2

		Group38: Choice2

		Group39: Choice3

		Group40: Choice2

		Text3: 
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Textbook and Instructional Material Evaluation Rubric Form-
English Language Arts

Instructional materials are designed for use by students and teachers as a learning resource for students to acquire
essential knowledge, skills, abilities, and dispositions. This includes print and non-print materials, including
comprehensive/core textbooks, supplemental materials, Web-based and electronic textbooks, and assessments.

Title:Core Knowledge Author(s): Publisher(s): Amplify
Copyright Date: Subject/Grade Level: 5

Student ISBN:
Teacher Edition ISBN:

Instructions: Use the tables below to determine if the Textbook or Instructional material meets each criteria.

Organization
Criteria 2 1 Comments
Meets | Inadequate
1. Material provides a useful table of
contents, glossary, supplemental pages, and X Student book has contents and glossary; teacher's manual has glossary

index.

2. Layout is consistent; chapters/units are

arranged logically; and allow access through X

multiple modalities.

3. Teacher edition contains interesting

introductions and a list of prerequisites skills X Includes intro and prior know|edge

for each chapter.

4. Material contains examples, explanations, X

and/or online resources to the depth and

breadth of the Nevada Academic Content

Standards.

5. Information is accurate, current, and X

research-based.

6. Focus of academic and domain specific

vocabulary is prevalent throughout reading, X
X
X

writing, listening, and speaking.
7. Size and format of print is appropriate.
8. Format is visually appealing & interesting.

9. Material provides Smarter Balanced

assessment type questions and/or X Little opportunities for performance tasks
performance-based tasks.

10. Electronic and interactive format
available. X

Other:
Total Organization: 19

English Language Arts Content

1
Nevada Department of Education July 2, 2013 Textbook and Instructional Material Adoption Form
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Criteria

2 1
Meets | Inadequate

Comments

11. Materials focus on the knowledge, skills, and
abilities (KSASs) appropriate to the grade level.

12. Material demonstrates coherence and rigor of
KSAs appropriate to grade level.

13. Real-world applications are relevant to the
students.

Little opportunities for real-world application

14. Information and directions are clearly written and
explained.

15. Tasks are aligned to the anchor standards of the
Nevada Academic Content Standards.

16. Non-text content (maps, graphs, pictures, etc.) are
accurate, authentic, and well integrated into the
instructional material.

17. Lessons/tasks are interdisciplinary when
appropriate.

X | DX | X[ X

18. Tasks apply to the diversity of students and their
abilities, interests, and learning styles.

Could include more strategies for differentiation

19. Questions and tasks encourage the development
and application of higher-level thinking skills.

20. Teacher edition includes questioning strategies
and/or questions to check for understanding at all
Depth of Knowledge (DOK) levels.

X

Questions are categorized as literal, inferential, or evaluative

21. Teacher edition includes formative
assessment/evaluation tools and processes.

Limited; lessons include "formative assesment" through the activity book pages, some "checks for ui

22. Material adheres to the text complexity at each
grade level outlined by the Nevada Academic Content
Standards.

23. Material provides access to or demonstrates
concepts in multiple ways, allowing for a variety of
student responses.

24. Tasks have a purpose, aligned to a skill or concept
at grade level.

Obijectives are clear

25. Range and quality of text at each grade level is
addressed with a well-balanced representation of
literary and informational texts.

50/50

26. Material includes application of skills and
concepts at grade level.

X | X | X

27. Material makes it clear that student writing is a
key task (argument, informative, response to audience
and purpose, short focused research).

Regular writing, but not much short focused research

28. Content includes 21 Century skill development
such as collaboration, creative thinking, and problem

Could include more opportunities for collaboration, creative thinking, and problem solving

solving.
Other:
Total ELA Content Criteria: 30
Inclusion
2
Nevada Department of Education July 2, 2013 Textbook and Instructional Material Adoption Form
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Criteria

2 1

Meets | Inadequate

Comments

29. Material reflects a variety of ways to
differentiate instruction and model content to
support all learners.

X

Limited

30. Material reflects sensitivity with regard
to gender, race/ethnicity, religion, socio-
economic status, intellectual, and physical
abilities.

31. Material includes access to a multilingual
glossary.

No evidence

32. Material provides resources for students
with disabilities and English Language
Learners aligned to grade level content.

Limited

33. Material is available for students with
visual impairments via a NIMAS file on the
NIMAC system.

X
X
X

Not found

Other:

Total Inclusion Criteria:

Alignment

Criteria

2 1

Meets | Inadequate Comments

34. Material content aligns to
district/organization curriculum.

35. Material content aligns with college and | y
career readiness skills (Nevada Academic
Content Standards).

36. Material is a useful resource in preparing X

students to meet the requirements of the
Nevada Academic Content Standards and
statewide assessments.

Other:

Total Alignment Criteria:

Total Score for ELA Textbook or Instructional Material: 61

Nevada Department of Education

N
S oo

July 2, 2013

Textbook and Instructional Material Adoption Form
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		2 Meets1 Material provides a useful table of contents glossary supplemental pages and index: X

		1 Inadequate1 Material provides a useful table of contents glossary supplemental pages and index: 

		Comments1 Material provides a useful table of contents glossary supplemental pages and index: Student book has contents and glossary; teacher's manual has  glossary

		2 Meets2 Layout is consistent chaptersunits are arranged logically and allow access through multiple modalities: X

		1 Inadequate2 Layout is consistent chaptersunits are arranged logically and allow access through multiple modalities: 

		Comments2 Layout is consistent chaptersunits are arranged logically and allow access through multiple modalities: 

		2 Meets3 Teacher edition contains interesting introductions and a list of prerequisites skills for each chapter: X

		1 Inadequate3 Teacher edition contains interesting introductions and a list of prerequisites skills for each chapter: 

		Comments3 Teacher edition contains interesting introductions and a list of prerequisites skills for each chapter: Includes intro and prior knowledge

		2 Meets4 Material contains examples explanations andor online resources to the depth and breadth of the Nevada Academic Content Standards: X

		1 Inadequate4 Material contains examples explanations andor online resources to the depth and breadth of the Nevada Academic Content Standards: 

		Comments4 Material contains examples explanations andor online resources to the depth and breadth of the Nevada Academic Content Standards: 

		2 Meets5 Information is accurate current and researchbased: X

		1 Inadequate5 Information is accurate current and researchbased: 

		Comments5 Information is accurate current and researchbased: 

		2 Meets6 Focus of academic and domain specific vocabulary is prevalent throughout reading writing listening and speaking: X

		1 Inadequate6 Focus of academic and domain specific vocabulary is prevalent throughout reading writing listening and speaking: 

		Comments6 Focus of academic and domain specific vocabulary is prevalent throughout reading writing listening and speaking: 

		2 Meets7 Size and format of print is appropriate: X

		1 Inadequate7 Size and format of print is appropriate: 

		Comments7 Size and format of print is appropriate: 

		2 Meets8 Format is visually appealing  interesting: X

		1 Inadequate8 Format is visually appealing  interesting: 

		Comments8 Format is visually appealing  interesting: 

		2 Meets9 Material provides Smarter Balanced assessment type questions andor performancebased tasks: 

		1 Inadequate9 Material provides Smarter Balanced assessment type questions andor performancebased tasks: X

		Comments9 Material provides Smarter Balanced assessment type questions andor performancebased tasks: Little opportunities for performance tasks

		2 Meets10 Electronic and interactive format available: X

		1 Inadequate10 Electronic and interactive format available: 

		Comments10 Electronic and interactive format available: 

		2 MeetsOther: 

		1 InadequateOther: 

		CommentsOther: 

		2 MeetsTotal Organization: 19

		1 InadequateTotal Organization: 

		CommentsTotal Organization: 

		2 Meets11 Materials focus on the knowledge skills and abilities KSAs appropriate to the grade level: X

		1 Inadequate11 Materials focus on the knowledge skills and abilities KSAs appropriate to the grade level: 

		Comments11 Materials focus on the knowledge skills and abilities KSAs appropriate to the grade level: 

		2 Meets12 Material demonstrates coherence and rigor of KSAs appropriate to grade level: X

		1 Inadequate12 Material demonstrates coherence and rigor of KSAs appropriate to grade level: 

		Comments12 Material demonstrates coherence and rigor of KSAs appropriate to grade level: 

		2 Meets13 Realworld applications are relevant to the students: 

		1 Inadequate13 Realworld applications are relevant to the students: X

		Comments13 Realworld applications are relevant to the students: Little opportunities for real-world application

		2 Meets14 Information and directions are clearly written and explained: X

		1 Inadequate14 Information and directions are clearly written and explained: 

		Comments14 Information and directions are clearly written and explained: 

		2 Meets15 Tasks are aligned to the anchor standards of the Nevada Academic Content Standards: X

		1 Inadequate15 Tasks are aligned to the anchor standards of the Nevada Academic Content Standards: 

		Comments15 Tasks are aligned to the anchor standards of the Nevada Academic Content Standards: 

		2 Meets16 Nontext content maps graphs pictures etc are accurate authentic and well integrated into the instructional material: X

		1 Inadequate16 Nontext content maps graphs pictures etc are accurate authentic and well integrated into the instructional material: 

		Comments16 Nontext content maps graphs pictures etc are accurate authentic and well integrated into the instructional material: 

		2 Meets17 Lessonstasks are interdisciplinary when appropriate: X

		1 Inadequate17 Lessonstasks are interdisciplinary when appropriate: 

		Comments17 Lessonstasks are interdisciplinary when appropriate: 

		2 Meets18 Tasks apply to the diversity of students and their abilities interests and learning styles: 

		1 Inadequate18 Tasks apply to the diversity of students and their abilities interests and learning styles: X

		Comments18 Tasks apply to the diversity of students and their abilities interests and learning styles: Could include more strategies for differentiation

		2 Meets19 Questions and tasks encourage the development and application of higherlevel thinking skills: X

		1 Inadequate19 Questions and tasks encourage the development and application of higherlevel thinking skills: 

		Comments19 Questions and tasks encourage the development and application of higherlevel thinking skills: 

		2 Meets20 Teacher edition includes questioning strategies andor questions to check for understanding at all Depth of Knowledge DOK levels: X

		1 Inadequate20 Teacher edition includes questioning strategies andor questions to check for understanding at all Depth of Knowledge DOK levels: 

		Comments20 Teacher edition includes questioning strategies andor questions to check for understanding at all Depth of Knowledge DOK levels: Questions are categorized as literal, inferential, or evaluative

		2 Meets21 Teacher edition includes formative assessmentevaluation tools and processes: 

		1 Inadequate21 Teacher edition includes formative assessmentevaluation tools and processes: X

		Comments21 Teacher edition includes formative assessmentevaluation tools and processes: Limited; lessons include "formative assesment" through the activity book pages, some "checks for understanding"

		2 Meets22 Material adheres to the text complexity at each grade level outlined by the Nevada Academic Content Standards: X

		1 Inadequate22 Material adheres to the text complexity at each grade level outlined by the Nevada Academic Content Standards: 

		Comments22 Material adheres to the text complexity at each grade level outlined by the Nevada Academic Content Standards: 

		2 Meets23 Material provides access to or demonstrates concepts in multiple ways allowing for a variety of student responses: 

		1 Inadequate23 Material provides access to or demonstrates concepts in multiple ways allowing for a variety of student responses: X

		Comments23 Material provides access to or demonstrates concepts in multiple ways allowing for a variety of student responses: 

		2 Meets24 Tasks have a purpose aligned to a skill or concept at grade level: X

		1 Inadequate24 Tasks have a purpose aligned to a skill or concept at grade level: 

		Comments24 Tasks have a purpose aligned to a skill or concept at grade level: Objectives are clear

		2 Meets25 Range and quality of text at each grade level is addressed with a wellbalanced representation of literary and informational texts: X

		1 Inadequate25 Range and quality of text at each grade level is addressed with a wellbalanced representation of literary and informational texts: 

		Comments25 Range and quality of text at each grade level is addressed with a wellbalanced representation of literary and informational texts: 50/50

		2 Meets26 Material includes application of skills and concepts at grade level: X

		1 Inadequate26 Material includes application of skills and concepts at grade level: 

		Comments26 Material includes application of skills and concepts at grade level: 

		2 Meets27 Material makes it clear that student writing is a key task argument informative response to audience and purpose short focused research: 

		1 Inadequate27 Material makes it clear that student writing is a key task argument informative response to audience and purpose short focused research: X

		Comments27 Material makes it clear that student writing is a key task argument informative response to audience and purpose short focused research: Regular writing, but not much short focused research

		2 Meets28 Content includes 21st Century skill development such as collaboration creative thinking and problem solving: 

		1 Inadequate28 Content includes 21st Century skill development such as collaboration creative thinking and problem solving: X

		Comments28 Content includes 21st Century skill development such as collaboration creative thinking and problem solving: Could include more opportunities for collaboration, creative thinking, and problem solving

		Other_2: 

		2 MeetsOther_2: 

		1 InadequateOther_2: 

		CommentsOther_2: 

		2 MeetsTotal ELA Content Criteria: 30

		1 InadequateTotal ELA Content Criteria: 

		CommentsTotal ELA Content Criteria: 

		2 Meets29 Material reflects a variety of ways to differentiate instruction and model content to support all learners: 

		1 Inadequate29 Material reflects a variety of ways to differentiate instruction and model content to support all learners: X

		Comments29 Material reflects a variety of ways to differentiate instruction and model content to support all learners: Limited

		2 Meets30 Material reflects sensitivity with regard to gender raceethnicity religion socio economic status intellectual and physical abilities: X

		1 Inadequate30 Material reflects sensitivity with regard to gender raceethnicity religion socio economic status intellectual and physical abilities: 

		Comments30 Material reflects sensitivity with regard to gender raceethnicity religion socio economic status intellectual and physical abilities: 

		2 Meets31 Material includes access to a multilingual glossary: 

		1 Inadequate31 Material includes access to a multilingual glossary: X

		Comments31 Material includes access to a multilingual glossary: No evidence

		2 Meets32 Material provides resources for students with disabilities and English Language Learners aligned to grade level content: 

		1 Inadequate32 Material provides resources for students with disabilities and English Language Learners aligned to grade level content: X

		Comments32 Material provides resources for students with disabilities and English Language Learners aligned to grade level content: Limited

		2 Meets33 Material is available for students with visual impairments via a NIMAS file on the NIMAC system: 

		1 Inadequate33 Material is available for students with visual impairments via a NIMAS file on the NIMAC system: X

		Comments33 Material is available for students with visual impairments via a NIMAS file on the NIMAC system: Not found

		Other_3: 

		2 MeetsOther_3: 

		1 InadequateOther_3: 

		CommentsOther_3: 

		2 MeetsTotal Inclusion Criteria: 6

		1 InadequateTotal Inclusion Criteria: 

		CommentsTotal Inclusion Criteria: 

		2 Meets34 Material content aligns to districtorganization curriculum: X

		1 Inadequate34 Material content aligns to districtorganization curriculum: 

		Comments34 Material content aligns to districtorganization curriculum: 

		2 Meets35 Material content aligns with college and career readiness skills Nevada Academic Content Standards: X

		1 Inadequate35 Material content aligns with college and career readiness skills Nevada Academic Content Standards: 

		Comments35 Material content aligns with college and career readiness skills Nevada Academic Content Standards: 

		2 Meets36 Material is a useful resource in preparing students to meet the requirements of the Nevada Academic Content Standards and statewide assessments: X

		1 Inadequate36 Material is a useful resource in preparing students to meet the requirements of the Nevada Academic Content Standards and statewide assessments: 

		Comments36 Material is a useful resource in preparing students to meet the requirements of the Nevada Academic Content Standards and statewide assessments: 

		Other_4: 

		2 MeetsOther_4: 

		1 InadequateOther_4: 

		CommentsOther_4: 

		2 MeetsTotal Alignment Criteria: 6

		1 InadequateTotal Alignment Criteria: 

		CommentsTotal Alignment Criteria: 

		Total Score for ELA Textbook or Instructional Material: 61

		Title: Core Knowledge

		Author(s): 

		Publishers: Amplify

		Copyright Date: 

		Subject/Grade Level: 5

		Student ISBN: 

		Teacher Edition ISBN: 

		Other: 
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COMPONENT 1: TEXT COMPLEXITY

Assessing text complexity in kindergarten and grade one is more a qualitative than quantitative process. The guiding statements
provided in this section will examine text complexity in order to differentiate quality and richness among the texts—particularly
anchor texts—WCSD is considering for adoption. Anchor texts are materials designed to serve as the central unifying tool for the
development of reading comprehension. While evaluations of text complexity formally begin with grade two, student reading
materials, texts, and other materials in kindergarten and grade one need to create the conditions for rich and robust discussion and
writing for ALL students (struggling readers, students with identified academic disabilities, English Learners, students who are

performing at grade level, and advanced students).
GUIDING STATEMENTS SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXT/MATERIALS

Literature and Informational Text No trade books though

Cla. Thetexts presentrich and embedded relationships
between and among characters, ideas, and concepts that
are conveyed through masterful style and structure. (See
exemplars in CCSS, AppendixB.)

C1b. The materials consistently include short, challenging, and NO trade books by various authors

complete texts that contain rich content, ideas, and

academiclanguageworthyofclosereading.(Seeexemplarsin = Students only see illustrations--teachers read anchor texts from
CCSS, AppendixB.) manuals

EVIDENCE
RATING

@ 4) extensive
O 3) sufficient

O 2) some
O 1) weak

O 4) extensive
@ 3) sufficient
O 2) some

O 1) weak

ELA/LITERACY GRADE-LEVEL INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS EVALUATION TOOL: QUALITY REVIEW GRADE K-1



http://www.cgcs.org/cms/lib/DC00001581/Centricity/Domain/4/Framework%20for%20Raising%20Expectations.pdf
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Clc. The materials consistently provide opportunities to 65% fiction

readbothliterary andinformationaltexts. For studentreading 35% informational text
materialsin kindergartenand grade one, refertothe Alignment

Criteria for Foundational Skills (4a-4d of this

document).Read- aloud anchor texts should fall within or

above the grades two through three text complexity band.

OVERALL RATING: O 4) extensive evidence @ 3) sufficient evidence O 2) some evidence O 1) weak evidence

SUMMARY STATEMENT (Explain why the materials received this overall rating):

O 4) extensive
O 3) sufficient

@ 2) some
O 1) weak

ELA/LITERACY GRADE-LEVEL INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS EVALUATION TOOL: QUALITY REVIEW GRADE K-1





COMPONENT 2: QUESTIONS AND TASKS

At least 80% of all questions in the submission are high-quality text-dependent and text-specific questions. The overwhelming
majority of these questions reference specific text and draw students’ attention to the text they are reading. Text-dependent
guestions that address the kindergarten and grade one standards will be described in greater depth in Alignment Criterion 1.

ALIGNMENT CRITERION|: RANGE AND QUALITY OF TEXTS

Materials must reflect a wide range of text types and genres, as required by the standards. In kindergarten and grade one, and
across all other grade levels, there should be ample texts on topics that can support sustained study. Knowledge built at one grade
level should be expanded in other grade levels. Topics should take into account individual student academic needs and interests in
order to foster independent reading. It is also imperative that the included topics and themes are compelling enough to read multiple
times and are aligned to district needs. Pay particular attention to the guidance provided in Appendix B of the Common Core State

Standards.
EVIDENCE
GUIDING STATEMENTS SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXT/MATERIALS RATING
Literature and Informational Text Limited to no (??7?) digital reading materials for K-3 04) extensive
. . - Anchor texts can't be revisited for students to reread
la. The range of materials, both print and digital, allows independentiv--only the illustrations/oosters/cards o
teachers and students to explore content that coherently P y y P O 3) sufficient

and systematically builds knowledge and vocabulary across

subjects,themes,and topics. Thisappliesespecially totexts @ 2) some
readaloudbytheteacher,whichshould promote speaking

andlisteningabouttopicsunderstudyinkindergartenand

grade one. (See CCSS Appendix B for examples of grade-level O 1) weak
knowledgedemands.) Textsetsalsoaddressawide variety of

studentinterests,andarelikelytofosterindependentreading.

1b. Textsets include a diverse range of high quality, culturally-  Some topics/themes are questionable--Farms, Kings and O 4) extensive
responsive and appropriate topics and themes. Textsfrom Queens, Columbus and the Pilgrims, etc.
diverse cultures reflect the same high-quality features that O 3) sufficient

are demanded of all texts.

@ 2) some
O 1) weak

ELA/LITERACY GRADE-LEVEL INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS EVALUATION TOOL: QUALITY REVIEW GRADE K-1 4



http://www.corestandards.org/assets/Appendix_B.pdf

http://www.corestandards.org/assets/Appendix_B.pdf



GUIDING STATEMENTS

1c. Materialsinclude arich and diverse sampling of literary

texts, including poems and stories with relevant illustrations.

1d. The range of informational texts include:

At least two selections on the same topic

« Selections with various text features such as headings,
tables of contents, glossaries, andillustrations

le. Student reading materials contain a range of

SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXT/MATERIALS

No trade books--all literary texts are created by program

Limited to NO various text features--only pictures to accompany
non-fiction texts

No leveled library

increasingly challenging selections that allow teachers to  Limited student reading materials!

build students’ ability to comprehend complex text and
expand vocabulary throughout the school year.

EVIDENCE
RATING

O 4) extensive
@ 3) sufficient
O 2) some

O 1) weak
O 4) extensive

O 3) sufficient
@ 2) some

O 1) weak
O 4) extensive

O 3) sufficient
@ 2) some
O 1) weak

OVERALL RATING: 704)extensiveevidencg O 3) sufficientevidence @ 2) some evidence O 1) weak evidence

SUMMARY STATEMENT (Explain why the materials received this overall rating):

ELA/LITERACY GRADE-LEVEL INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS EVALUATION TOOL: QUALITY REVIEW GRADE K-1





ALIGNMENT CRITERION Il. QUESTIONS AND TASKS SUPPORT STUDENT LEARNING

Questions posed to students in the materials under review should support student learning in building reading comprehension, in
finding and producing the textual evidence to support responses, and in developing grade-level academic language. Texts for
kindergarten and grade one students must include text-dependent questions that require the use of higher order thinking skills. There
should be a range of questions that require students to attend to the author’s language as his/her vehicle for conveying meaning, as
well as to support specific inferences with explicit details from the text. Most questions should require that the student refer to the text
in several places in order to devise an answer—rather than asking only literal, “right there” types of questions (CCSS).

GUIDING STATEMENTS SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXT/MATERIALS E}i‘gﬁ'}‘ﬁg
Literature and Informational Text @ 4) extensive
2a. Key ldeas and Details. Questions and tasks o
require students to explicitly attend to the text, O 3) sufficient

including, butnot limited to:

+ Askingandansweringquestionsaboutkeydetailsinthetext O 2) some
Retelling familiar stories, including key details

Identifying and describing characters, settings, and major

events in astory O 1) weak
Identifying the main topic of a text

Describing the connection between two individuals, events,

or ideas in a text

. . ; 4) extensi
2b. Craft and Structure. Questions and tasks require Comparisons between texts??? . O ) extensive
students to explicitly attend tothe text, including, butnot | Limited to NO informational text features included
limited to: @ 3) sufficient
« Determining the meanings of unknown words andphrases

in stories, poems, and !nformatlo_nal texts O 2) some
« Recognizing and explaining the differences between

common types of text both literary (such as storybooks

and poems) and informational O 1) weak
< Namingtheauthorandillustratorand describingtheirroles

in telling the story or presenting ideas
» Recognizingandusingvariousfeaturesininformational

texts (such as headings or glossaries) to locate information

ELA/LITERACY GRADE-LEVEL INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS EVALUATION TOOL: QUALITY REVIEW GRADE K-1 6
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GUIDING STATEMENTS SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXT/MATERIALS EHIDIERCE

RATING
. . : 4) extensi
2c. Integration of Knowledge and Ideas. Questions and Not sure about comparisons of texts??? O ) extensive
tasks require studentsto explicitly attend to the text,
including, but not limitedto: @3) sufficient
« Comparing and contrasting the experiences of characters in |
stories
L . . . 2) some
» Describing the keyideas conveyed inillustrations O )
* Identifyingreasonsauthors give to supportpoints andthe
similarities between two texts on the same topic O 1) weak
OVERALL RATING: O 4)extensive evidence @ 3)sufficient evidence O 2) some evidence O 1) weak evidence

SUMMARY STATEMENT (Explain why the materials received this overall rating):

ELA/LITERACY GRADE-LEVEL INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS EVALUATION TOOL: QUALITY REVIEW GRADE K-1 7





ALIGNMENT CRITERIONIII. WRITINGTOSOURCESANDRESEARCH

The writing standards for each grade level highlight distinctive expectations about student writing. In kindergarten and grade one,
students perform age-appropriate writing tasks and assignments with support and guidance from the teacher. For details on text
types and purposes, production and distribution of writing, research to build and present knowledge, and the range of writing in
kindergarten and grade one, see the Common Core State Standards for English Language Arts and Literacy. The metrics below show

key characteristics to look for in your review of materials.

GUIDING STATEMENTS

SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXT/MATERIALS

EVIDENCE
RATING

3a. Writing assignments are explicitly connected to what NO interactive writing (developmentally appropriate???)
All writing in workbooks

students are reading, and materials a reorganized to
elicit responses to sources in age-appropriate ways.
This might include activities such as dictation or making
pictures to express thoughts in addition to writing, with
support from the teacher.

O 4) extensive
@ 3) sufficient

O 2) some
O 1) weak

3b. Text-dependent questions generally create the foundation

for students to address culminating writing tasks, including:

« Opinionwriting, inwhich studentsintroduce atopic or
name abook, state an opinion, and supply areasonforthe
opinion (using acombination of drawing, dictating, and
writing at the kindergarten level)

« Informative/explanatory writing, in which students name a
topic and supply facts aboutthe topic (using a combination
of drawing, dictating, and writing atthe kindergarten level)

 Narrativewriting,inwhich studentsrecounttwoormore
appropriately sequenced events, including details about
what happened (using a combination of drawing, dictating,
and writing at the kindergarten level)

o
O sten
O 2) some
O 1 weak

3c. Reading materials can serve as models to explore writer's
craftand support student production of grade-level opinion,
informational, and narrative writing.

O 4) extensive
O 3) sufficient

O 2) some
O 1) weak

ELA/LITERACY GRADE-LEVEL INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS EVALUATION TOOL: QUALITY REVIEW GRADE K-1
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EVIDENCE

GUIDING STATEMENTS SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXT/MATERIALS RATING
3d. Materials include explicit supportto teachers, either Too scripted!. O 4) extensive
intheteacher’seditionor classroommaterials, forwriting So teacher-directed!
instruction linkedtothe kindergarten and grade one writing @ 3) sufficient
standards, including:
 Focusing on a topic, responding to questions from 5

peers, and adding detailsto strengthenwriting as O ) some
needed
« Exploring and startingto use a variety of digital O 1) weak
tools to produce and publish writing, including in
collaboration with peers
3e. Materials provide opportunities and resources Unsure--so much to look through--unable to locate O 4) extensive
for students to participate in shared research and
writing projects, including: O 3) sufficient
» Recalling information from experiences ,
» Gathering information from provided sources O 2) some

@ 1) weak

OVERALL RATING: O 4)extensive evidence @ 3)sufficient evidence OZ) some evidence Ol) weak evidence

SUMMARY STATEMENT (Explain why the materials received this overall rating):

ELA/LITERACY GRADE-LEVEL INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS EVALUATION TOOL: QUALITY REVIEW GRADE K-1





ALIGNMENT CRITERION IV: FOUNDATIONAL SKILLS

Effective instruction on foundational skills in kindergarten and grade one includes explicit and systematic lessons and diagnostic
support in concepts of print, the alphabetic principle, phonics, phonological awareness, vocabulary development and word
recognition, syntax, and reading fluency. Students must be able to recognize and pronounce words fluently in order to focus on the
major goal of reading, which is comprehension. Building these foundational skills must be contextualized within the materials.

GUIDING STATEMENTS

SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXT/MATERIALS

EVIDENCE
RATING

4a. Materials provide teachers with guidance and supportfor
explicitand systematicinstruction ofthekindergarten and
grade oneReading Standards for Foundational Skills (CCSS),
including concepts of print, phonological awareness,
letter recognition, phonics, wordrecognition, andreading
fluencyin a research-based and transparent progression.
(Refer to CCSS Appendix A for the research detailing the
advancement of foundational reading skills.)

Too much--10 Skills workbooks!!!!

@ 4) extensive
O 3) sufficient

O 2) some
O 1) weak

4b.Materialsincludeavarietyofopportunitiesthatallow
forsystematicandfrequent practice of all foundational
skillsthrough such features as engaging texts, games, digital
materials, etc.

Limited to NO digital practice materials

O
@ 9ton
O 2) some
O 1) weak

ELA/LITERACY GRADE-LEVEL INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS EVALUATION TOOL: QUALITY REVIEW GRADE K-1
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EVIDENCE

GUIDING STATEMENTS SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXT/MATERIALS RATING
4c. Materials provide regular practice in encoding (spelling) @ 4) extensive
and decoding (reading) the sound symbol relationships
of English. O 3) sufficient

O 2) some
O 1) weak

4d. Materials guide studentsinreadingemergentreadertexts ~ Very limited in emergent reader texts--6 total for entire year plus 04) extensive

for kindergarten and grade-level texts for grade one with ' reading in workbooks

purpose and understanding, making frequent connections O 3) sufficient
betweenthe acquisition offoundationalskillsand access  NO leveled library

to the meaning of texts (including a set of text-dependent

or text-specific questions to check for understanding). O 2) some

@ 1) weak

OVERALL RATING: O 4)extensive evidence O 3) sufficient evidence @2) some evidence O 1) weak evidence

SUMMARY STATEMENT (Explain why the materials received this overall rating):

ELA/LITERACY GRADE-LEVEL INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS EVALUATION TOOL: QUALITY REVIEW GRADE K-1
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ALIGNMENT CRITERION V: LANGUAGE

The Common Core State Standards for language focus on ensuring that students gain adequate mastery of a range of language
skills and applications. Students are expected to meet each year’s grade-specific standards and retain or further develop skills and

knowledge (CCSS).
EVIDENCE
GUIDING STATEMENTS SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXT/MATERIALS RATING
Conventions of Standard English Limited syllable work 04) extensive

Limited to NO work with plurals
Limited (only units 9-10) work with capitalization, punctuation, O 3) sufficient
and spelling when writing

5a. There is evidence that grade-level grammar and
conventions are addressed using an integrated and
contextualized approach in daily instruction. Materialsand
tasksinkindergartenandgrade one aredesignedto help @ 2) some
build student understanding and use of:
« Upper- and lower-caseletters
e Question words O 1) weak
» Recognition and use of end punctuation
« Frequently occurring nouns in kindergarten, and common,

proper, and possessive nouns by grade one
* Frequently occurring verbs in kindergarten, and use of verbs

toconvey past, present, and future actionsingrade

one
» Complete sentence in kindergarten, and compound

declarative, interrogative, imperative, and exclamatory

sentences in gradeone
 Capitalizationofthefirstword inasentence in

kindergarten, and of dates and names of people in

grade one
« Correct spelling, by sounding out simple words

phonetically inkindergarten and applyingcommon

spelling patternsto spell words in grade one

Grade One

* Regular plural nouns, with matching verbs

» Personal, possessive, and indefinite pronouns

« Conjunctions and determiners, such as articles or
demonstratives

» Frequently occurringadjectives

ELA/LITERACY GRADE-LEVEL INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS EVALUATION TOOL: QUALITY REVIEW GRADE K-1
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EVIDENCE

GUIDING STATEMENTS SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXT/MATERIALS RATING
Vocabulary Acquisition and Use O 4) extensive
5b.The materialsprovidecontext,support,and strategies
for teaching vocabulary acquisition skills, including: @ 3) sufficient
« Identifyingnewmeaningsforfamiliarwordsinkindergarten
« Using sentence-level context clues to unlock the
meaning of words in grade one O 2) some

« Using frequently occurring inflections and affixes as clues

to the meaning of words O 1) weak
 Usingrootwords(suchaslook)andtheirinflectionalforms

(looks, looked, looking) in grade one

. . o 4) extensive
5c¢. The materials provide embedded opportunities for O )
studentstoencounterand develop anunderstanding of

word relationships and nuancesinword meanings. @ 3) sufficient

O 2) some
O 1) weak

OVERALL RATING: O 4)extensive evidence O 3)sufficient evidence @ 2) some evidence O 1) weak evidence

SUMMARY STATEMENT (Explain why the materials received this overall rating):

ELA/LITERACY GRADE-LEVEL INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS EVALUATION TOOL: QUALITY REVIEW GRADE K-1 13





ALIGNMENT CRITERIONVI: SPEAKINGANDLISTENING

To be CCSS-aligned, speaking and listening must be integrated into lessons, items, and tasks. These must reflect a progression

of communication skills required for eventual college- and career-readiness, as outlined in the standards. If

kindergarten and grade one students are able to listen to others, discuss what they are learning, and voice their own confusion or
misunderstandings, their learning becomes deeper and more meaningful. They are exposed, at this level, to points of view that may
differ from their own, and they learn how to agree and disagree, express their own thoughts, and ask questions when they don't
understand or need more clarification.

GUIDING STATEMENTS SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXT/MATERIALS E\FIQI,ECEI"I\IISES
4) extensi
6a. Comprehension and Collaboration. Materials provide @ ) extensive
a frame that guides student participation in
academic conversations by: O 3) sufficient
« Agreeingonrulesfordiscussion, taking turns speaking
 Confirming understanding of texts read aloud O 2) some
* Asking and answering questions to clarify and gather
information
O 1) weak
4) extensi
6b. Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas. Materials include @ ) extensive
tasks that promote oral responses in a range of
collaborative discussions, and support students in: O 3) sufficient
« Describing people, places, things, and events
* Using visual displays to add details
» Speaking audibly and completing sentences O 2) some
O 1) weak

OVERALL RATING: _@4)extensive evidence O 3)sufficient evidence O 2) some_]evidence Ol) weak evidence

SUMMARY STATEMENT (Explain why the materials received this overall rating):

ELA/LITERACY GRADE-LEVEL INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS EVALUATION TOOL: QUALITY REVIEW GRADE K-1 14





ALIGNMENT CRITERION VII: SCAFFOLDING AND SUPPORTS

While scaffolds are not a part of the standards themselves, it is important to support teachers in meeting the needs of the range of
students in their classrooms. In order to meet the reading, speaking, and writing needs of all kindergarten and grade one students,
the materials must include supports for students to apply concepts of print, phonics, vocabulary development, syntax, and fluency in
comprehending texts. Supports and scaffolds should draw students back to the text and provide strategies for vocabulary acquisition.
All scaffolding and supports require ongoing formal and informal assessments that provide multiple opportunities for students to
demonstrate their proficiency and inform instruction.

Scaffolding is not just intended for struggling students, but also for students who are ready for above grade- level work. As text
complexity increases, and tasks get increasingly challenging, the need for appropriate scaffolds for above grade- level access is
equally important.

GUIDING STATEMENTS SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXT/MATERIALS E\IQR'EI'II\ISE;
7a. The texts promote differentiated instruction and Tier 1 heavy 04) extensive
instructional conversations about textto support student
learning of: O 3) sufficient
» Academiclanguage
* Linguistic frames @ 2) some
» Repeated grammatical structures and language

O 1) weak

7b. The materials include student supports such as: Lots of poster-type flip books and picture/story cards, but all else 04) extensive
« Multiple digital and media versions of texts is limited
« lllustrations O 3) sufficient

Graphs and charts

Maps and photographs
Visual cues/notes that draw attention to words in @ 2) some
the text thatsignalsequence oroffercluestomeaning
(suchas where, when, and how key events occur)
O 1) weak

ELA/LITERACY GRADE-LEVEL INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS EVALUATION TOOL: QUALITY REVIEW GRADE K-1 15





GUIDING STATEMENTS SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXT/MATERIALS

7c. Thematerialsaredesignedto supportteacher Too scripted!
instruction by use of:

« Explicit instructional directions accompanied by materials
that are clearly aligned to stated goals and objectives and
that build studentabilitytoreadand comprehendgrade-level
text

« Strategies to gradually increase difficulty as students’ skills
strengthen

» Strategiestosupportstudentacquisitionofknowledge
supporting specific common core standards

« Clear and detailed teacher directions and guidance
for introducing new concepts and skills

* Clear guidance for documenting student progress
toward meeting grade-levelstandards

7d. The materials provide supportfor studentswithvarying ~ Movement activities included, yet entire program is heavy in
learningstylesand modalities(i.e., thereareprovisionsfor visual and auditory activities

print, digital, and other multimedia sources for information

attainment). Limited multimedia

7e. The materials include developmentally appropriate
materials and instructional sequences specifically designed
for students in the primary grades (such as role-play, songs,
games, etc.).

EVIDENCE
RATING

@4) extensive

ELA/LITERACY GRADE-LEVEL INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS EVALUATION TOOL: QUALITY REVIEW GRADE K-1
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GUIDING STATEMENTS SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXT/MATERIALS

7f. The materials include assessments along with: Enrichment tasks???

e Suggestions for next steps to address a spectrum of
performance levels and needs based onassessmentresults

» Opportunities for students to demonstrate their expertise
through the use of performance tasks

« Pieces ofchallengingand complete text thatcanbeused
to assess student understanding and next instructional
steps

» Reading selections and questions that progressin alogical
sequence for gradual release?

« Enrichmenttasks for students who are ontarget for
meeting grade-levelexpectations

* Steps to take when evidence suggests that students
are starting to fallbehind

OVERALL RATING: O 4)extensive evidence G 3) sufficient evidence @ 2) some evidence O 1) weak evidence

SUMMARY STATEMENT (Explain why the materials received this overall rating):

Integration of Interdisciplinary Content Standards; Building Knowledge Systematically

THEMATIC SPIRAL NGSS NVACSS SEL ELD

v

1. Gradual release: scaffolding of instruction so that students develop the ability to read and complete tasks and assignments independently and proficiently.

EVIDENCE
RATING

O 4) extensive
@ 3) sufficient

O 2) some
O 1) weak

ELA/LITERACY GRADE-LEVEL INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS EVALUATION TOOL: QUALITY REVIEW GRADE K-1
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Textbook and Instructional Material Evaluation Rubric Form-

English Language Arts

Instructional materials are designed for use by students and teachers as a learning resource for students to acquire

essential knowledge, skills, abilities, and dispositions. This includes print and non-print materials, including

comprehensive/core textbooks, supplemental materials, Web-based and electronic textbooks, and assessments.

Title: Core Knowledge Author(s): 7
Subject/Grade Level: ELA/K

Copyright Date: 5 4 5, 2017 ?
Student ISBN: 7 1.942010-27-2

Teacher Edition ISBN: 975 1_68161-516-5

Publisher(s): Amplify

Instructions: Use the tables below to determine if the Textbook or Instructional material meets each criteria.

Organization

Criteria

2

Meets | Inadequate

1

Comments

1. Material provides a useful table of
contents, glossary, supplemental pages, and
index.

2

2. Layout is consistent; chapters/units are
arranged logically; and allow access through
multiple modalities.

2

3. Teacher edition contains interesting
introductions and a list of prerequisites skills
for each chapter.

4. Material contains examples, explanations,
and/or online resources to the depth and
breadth of the Nevada Academic Content
Standards.

5. Information is accurate, current, and
research-based.

Some questionable themes/topics--Not standards based

6. Focus of academic and domain specific
vocabulary is prevalent throughout reading,
writing, listening, and speaking.

7. Size and format of print is appropriate.

8. Format is visually appealing & interesting.

Too much teacher script, too much black/white workbooks for students

9. Material provides Smarter Balanced
assessment type questions and/or
performance-based tasks.

10. Electronic and interactive format
available.

Resources for teachers

Other:

Total Organization:

17

English Language Arts Content

Nevada Department of Education
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Textbook and Instructional Material Adoption Form
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Criteria 2 1

Meets | Inadequate Comments

11. Materials focus on the knowledge, skills, and
abilities (KSASs) appropriate to the grade level. 2

12. Material demonstrates coherence and rigor of
KSAs appropriate to grade level.

Limited extension activities, some standards poorly represented

13. Real-world applications are relevant to the o o ) )
1 Limited real-world applications in some units

students.

14. Information and directions are clearly written and
explained.

\

Too many directions though!

15. Tasks are aligned to the anchor standards of the 2
Nevada Academic Content Standards.

16. Non-text content (maps, graphs, pictures, etc.) are

accurate, authentic, and well integrated into the 1 Not authentic--no actual trade books
instructional material.

17. Lessons/tasks are interdisciplinary when 2
appropriate.

18. Tasks apply to the diversity of students and their 1

abilities, interests, and learning styles. No leveled texts for students

19. Questions and tasks encourage the development 2
and application of higher-level thinking skills.

20. Teacher edition includes questioning strategies
and/or questions to check for understanding at all 2
Depth of Knowledge (DOK) levels.

21. Teacher edition includes formative 2
assessment/evaluation tools and processes.

22. Material adheres to the text complexity at each

grade level outlined by the Nevada Academic Content 1 65% fiction, 35% non-fiction
Standards.

23. Material provides access to or demonstrates

concepts in multiple ways, allowing for a variety of 1 Lots of workbook-type activities
student responses.

24. Tasks have a purpose, aligned to a skill or concept 2
at grade level.

25. Range and quality of text at each grade level is
addressed with a well-balanced representation of 1
literary and informational texts.

26. Material includes application of skills and 2
concepts at grade level.

27. Material makes it clear that student writing is a
key task (argument, informative, response to audience 2
and purpose, short focused research).

28. Content includes 21 Century skill development

such as collaboration, creative thinking, and problem 2
solving.
Other:
Total ELA Content Criteria: 29
Inclusion
2
Nevada Department of Education July 2, 2013 Textbook and Instructional Material Adoption Form
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Criteria

2 1

Meets | Inadequate

Comments

29. Material reflects a variety of ways to
differentiate instruction and model content to
support all learners.

1

Limited differentiation

30. Material reflects sensitivity with regard
to gender, race/ethnicity, religion, socio-
economic status, intellectual, and physical
abilities.

31. Material includes access to a multilingual
glossary.

Unsure

32. Material provides resources for students
with disabilities and English Language
Learners aligned to grade level content.

33. Material is available for students with
visual impairments via a NIMAS file on the
NIMAC system.

Unsure

Other:

Total Inclusion Criteria:

Alignment

Criteria

2 1

Meets | Inadequate Comments

34. Material content aligns to
district/organization curriculum.

1

Some themes/topics seem misaligned

35. Material content aligns with college and
career readiness skills (Nevada Academic
Content Standards).

36. Material is a useful resource in preparing
students to meet the requirements of the
Nevada Academic Content Standards and
statewide assessments.

Other:

Total Alignment Criteria:

Total Score for ELA Textbook or Instructional Material: 57

Nevada Department of Education
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COMPONENT 1: TEXT COMPLEXITY

The guiding statements provided in this section will examine text complexity in order to differentiate quality and richness among the
texts WCSD is considering for adoption. To address the grade five standards, the submitted materials need to create the conditions for
rich and robust discussion and writing for ALL students (struggling readers, students with identified academic disabilities English
Learners, students who are performing at grade level, and advanced students).

GUIDING STATEMENTS SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXT/MATERIALS EI\R{[E'II%II\]NCCE
Literature and Informational Text There are 9 readers for students, each with several collections 04) extensive
: . . all at the same level.

Cla. The texts presentrich and embedded relationships

between and among characters, ideas, and concepts that @3) sufficient
are conveyed through masterful style and structure. (See

exemplars in CCSS, Appendix B.)

OZ) some

O 1) weak

C1b. The materials consistentlyinclude short, challenging,and ~ Although each of the chapters in the unit readers include a close 04) extensive

complete texts that contain rich content, ideas, and academic  reading element, | was not able to locate any of the chapters in
Ianguag_e worthy of close reading. (See exemplarsin CCSS, the exemplars in appendix B 03) sufficient
Appendix B.)

ELA/LITERACY GRADE-LEVEL INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS EVALUATION TOOL: QUALITY REVIEW GRADE 5 2
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Clc. The materials consistently provide opportunities to
read both literary and informationaltexts atthe high end
of the grades three through five-4extcomplexity band.

C1d. Materials provide strategies for grade-level vocabulary
acquisition as well as differentiated strategies for all
students.

Although the Teacher's edition states that text is appropriate for
grade 5, | was unable to locate proof of such with any evidence
of text complexity based on a leveled chart.

Very few strategies were provided which differentiate for all
students, and no leveled readers are included.

OVERALLRATING: O4)extensive evidence OB)sufficient evidence OZ) some evidence @1) weak evidence

SUMMARY STATEMENT (Explain why the materials received this overall rating):

Ol) extensive
(O3 sufficient
(2 some
(®)1) weak

OA) extensive
(O3 sufficient
1

OZ) some
@1) weak

ELA/LITERACY GRADE-LEVEL INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS EVALUATION TOOL: QUALITY REVIEW GRADE 5





COMPONENT 2: QUESTIONS AND TASKS

At least 80% of all questions in the submission are high-quality text-dependent and text-specific questions. The overwhelming
majority of these questions reference specific text and draw student attention to the text they are reading. Text-dependent questions
that address the grade five standards will be described in greater depth in Alignment Criterion II.

ALIGNMENT CRITERION|: RANGE AND QUALITY OF TEXTS

Materials must reflect a wide range of text types and genres, as required by the standards. In grade five, and across all other grade
levels, there should be ample texts on topics that can support sustained study. Knowledge built at one grade level should be expanded
in other grade levels. Topics should take into account individual student academic needs and interests in order to foster independent
reading. It is also imperative that the included topics and themes are compelling enough to read multiple times and are aligned to
district needs. Pay particular attention to the guidance provided in Appendix B of the Common Core State Standards.

GUIDING STATEMENTS SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXT/MATERIALS E;’{"/iTEn'VCg
Literature and Informational Text Limited resources are available online. The same readers are O“r) extensive

available, as well as 3 Quests, and grammar and remediation
teacher suggestions, however there is not a lot of support online, O?’) sufficient
nor is it engaging for students. There is not a choice.

la. The range of materials, both print and digital, allows
teachers and students to explore content that coherentlyand
systematicallybuilds knowledgeandgrade-level
vocabulary acrosssubjects, themes, andtopics. (See CCSS

Appendix B for examples of grade-level knowledge OZ) some
demands.) Text setsalso address a wide variety of

student interests, and are likely to foster independent

reading. @ 1) weak

1b. Textsets include a diverse range of high quality, culturally- ~ T€Xt sets are diverse, however with a lack of choice. OA') extensive
responsive and appropriate topics andthemes. Textsfrom

diverse culturesreflectthe same high-qualityfeaturesthat O 3) sufficient

are demanded of all texts.

ELA/LITERACY GRADE-LEVEL INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS EVALUATION TOOL: QUALITY REVIEW GRADE 5 4
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GUIDING STATEMENTS SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXT/MATERIALS

There is a poetry unit within the theme, but lacks depth and
bredth.

1c. Materials include arich and diverse sampling of literary
texts including, but not limited to:

* Drama and poetry

+ Storiesfrom various genresthatinvite exploration ofthe
treatment of themes and topics

1d.Therangeofinformationaltexts include selections that; 1here is limited texts within the Titles.
* Present historical events

* Presentmultiple accounts of the same event ortopic

* Provide technicalinformation

* Present scientific ideas or concepts

» Containrelevantvisual representations of information

le. Student reading materials contain a range of Reading material is Complex, however it is difficult to see how

increasingly challenging selections that allow teachers to support are able to build student's ability to comprehend and
build students’ ability to comprehend complex text and  expand vocabulary.
expand vocabulary throughout the school year.

OVERALLRATING: O 4)extensive evidence O 3) sufficient evidence OZ) some evidence @ 1) weak evidence

SUMMARY STATEMENT (Explain why the materials received this overall rating):

EVIDENCE
RATING

OA) extensive
OB) sufficient
GZ) some

@1) weak
OA) extensive

OB) sufficient

OZ) some

@1) weak
OA) extensive

ELA/LITERACY GRADE-LEVEL INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS EVALUATION TOOL: QUALITY REVIEW GRADE 5





ALIGNMENT CRITERION Il. QUESTIONS AND TASKS SUPPORT STUDENT LEARNING

Questions posed to students in the materials under review should support student learning in building reading comprehension, in
finding and producing the textual evidence to support responses, and in developing grade-level academic language and domain-
specific words and phrases. Texts for grade five students must include text-dependent questions that require the use of higher order
thinking skills. There should be a range of questions that require students to attend to the author’s language as his/her vehicle for
conveying meaning, as well as to support specific inferences with explicit details from the text. Most questions should require

that the student refer to the text in several places in order to devise an answer—rather than asking only literal, “right there” types of
questions—and should also require the student to begin comparing texts, authors, and opinions (CCSS).

GUIDING STATEMENTS SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXT/MATERIALS El\é":'llgll\ll\lcg
Literature and Informational Text Questions are embedded in the teachers edition and within the 04) extensive
e e e, (LTS B T RS (s T activity book student edition but are very weak in that the
students to explicitly attend to the text, including, but questions are not engaging. 03) sufficient
not limited to:
* Quoting from atext when explaining what the text says
explicitly and making inferences O 2) some

* Summarizing text
 Determining the theme of a story, drama, or poem from
details in thetext @ 1) weak
» Determiningtwoormoremainideasofatextandhow
they are supported by key details
» Comparing and contrasting two or morecharacters,
settings, or events in a story or drama
* Explaining the relationships or interactions between
two or more individuals, events, ideas, or concepts
covered in informational texts

ELA/LITERACY GRADE-LEVEL INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS EVALUATION TOOL: QUALITY REVIEW GRADE 5 6
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GUIDING STATEMENTS

2b. Craft and Structure. Questions and tasks require students
to explicitly attend to the text, including, but not limited to:

Determining the meaning of words and phrases as used
in the text, including general academic and domain-
specific words as well as figurative language

Explaining how a series ofchapters,scenes, orstanzas fit
togetherto formthe overall structure of a story, drama, or
poem

Comparing and contrasting the overall structure of two or
more informationaltexts

Analyzing multiple accounts ofthe same eventor topic, noting
similaritiesand differencesin pointofviewanddescribinghow
point of viewinfluences how events are described

2¢. Integration of Knowledge and Ideas. Questions and tasks
require studentsto explicitly attend tothe text, including,
but not limitedto:

Drawing information from multiple print or digital
sources

Analyzing how visual and multimedia elements contribute
to the meaning, tone, or beauty of a text
Comparingand contrasting the treatment of

similar themes, topics, and patterns of events
Comparing and contrasting stories in the same genre on
their approachesto similar themes and topics
Explaining how an author uses reasons and evidence to
support points

Integrating information from several texts on the same
topic

EVIDENCE
RATING

Limited within the Activity book. () extensive

SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXT/MATERIALS

Students are not required to draw information from multiple print O"') extensive
or digital sources, or integrate information form several texts,
each story is individually referred to. O 3) sufficient

OZ) some
@ 1) weak

OVERALLRATING: O 4)extensive evidence 03) sufficient evidence OZ) some evidence @1) weak evidence

SUMMARY STATEMENT (Explain why the materials received this overall rating):

ELA/LITERACY GRADE-LEVEL INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS EVALUATION TOOL: QUALITY REVIEW GRADE 5





ALIGNMENT CRITERIONIII. WRITINGTOSOURCESANDRESEARCH

The writing standards for each grade level highlight distinctive expectations about student writing. For details on grade-level writing
expectations and writing exemplars for grade five, see the Common Core State Standards for English Language Arts and Literacy.
The metrics below show key characteristics to look for in your review of materials.

GUIDING STATEMENTS SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXT/MATERIALS EI\'\{"AD'IE:\II\]CCE
3a. Writing assignments are explicitly connected to what Writing assignments are not connected, as the first unit in the O‘) extensive
students are reading, and routinely include writing over ~ reader is Narrative, and the writing studio is Informative.
shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) and -
extended time frames (for research, reflection, and revision) 03) sufficient

for a range of discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and
audiences. O
2) some

@1) weak

3b. Text-dependent questions genera”y create the foundation Text dependent questions are located within the student ACt|V|ty O) extensive
for students to address culminating writing tasks, book

including: 03) sufficient
 Writing opinion pieces ontopics or texts, supporting a
point of view with reasons and information
» Writing informative/explanatory texts to examine atopic @2) some
and convey ideas and information clearly
* Writing narratives to develop real or imagined
experiences or events using effective technique, Ol) weak
descriptive details,and clear sequences of events

3c.Reading materials can serve as models to explore Anchor Texts are not available for the Writing Studio. 04) extensive
writer’s craft, demonstrate use of domain-specific words and
phrases, and support student production of grade-level 03) sufficient

opinion, informational, and narrative writing.

OZ) some
@1) weak

ELA/LITERACY GRADE-LEVEL INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS EVALUATION TOOL: QUALITY REVIEW GRADE 5 8
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GUIDING STATEMENTS SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXT/MATERIALS

EVIDENCE
RATING

3d. Materialsinclude explicit supportto teachers, eitherinthe ~ Detailed directions by the way of a teacher script are available to 04) extensive

teacher’sedition orclassroommaterials, forwritinginstruction teachers.
linkedto the grade five writing standards, including:

* Producing clear and coherent writing in which the
development and organization are appropriate to the
task, purpose, and audience

+ Developing and strengthening writing by planning, revising,
editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach

* Using technologyto produce and publish writing, as well
as tointeractandcollaborate with others, demonstrating
sufficient keyboarding skills

Materials should also guide the teaching of specific
components of grade five writing standards 1-3 (See CCSS).

3e. Materials provide opportunities andresourcesfor There are 3 research projects
students to conduct short research projects that build
knowledge about a topic, including:

» Using several sources to investigate differentaspects
of a topic

* Recalling relevant information from experiences
or gathering informationfromprintanddigital
sources

* Summarizing or paraphrasing information in notes and
finished work

* Providing a list of sources

 Drawing evidence from literary orinformational texts to
support analysis, reflection, or research

OVERALLRATING: O 4)extensive evidence O 3) sufficient evidence O 2) some evidence @ 1) weak evidence

SUMMARY STATEMENT (Explain why the materials received this overall rating):

04) extensive
(O 3) sufficient

@2) some
O 1) weak

ELA/LITERACY GRADE-LEVEL INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS EVALUATION TOOL: QUALITY REVIEW GRADE 5
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ALIGNMENT CRITERION IV: FOUNDATIONAL SKILLS

Materials provide guidance and support for explicit and systematic instruction and diagnostic support in grade-level phonics,
vocabulary development, syntax, and reading fluency. Students must be able to recognize words fluently in order to focus on the
major goal of reading, which is comprehension. Effective foundational skills instruction in grade five includes an explicit and
systematic focus on phonics and practice in applying phonics for students who are struggling. Building word analysis skills and
fluency must also be contextualized within the materials (CCSS).

GUIDING STATEMENTS SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXT/MATERIALS E;/{"AD'II%II\II\ICCE
4a. Materials provide teachers with guidance and supportfor ~ There is no support for explicit and systematic instruction in the O 4) extensive
explicit and systematic instruction of the grade five grade five reading standards for Foundational skills
Reading Standards for Foundational Skills, including O 3) sufficient
instruction in phonics, word analysis, and reading with

fluency to support comprehension. (Refer to CCSS,
AppendixAforthe research detailing the advancement of
foundational skills in reading.) OZ) some

 Understanding grade-level vocabulary using anintegrated
approach(including affixes, multi-syllable words, etc.)

4b. Materials include a variety of opportunities for students to N/a O4) extensive

develop and apply word analysis and decoding skills,

including: O 3) sufficient
|

 Understanding multisyllabic wordsin context and out of OZ) some
context

» Self-correctingusingword recognition skills and
context clues, rereading text purposefully as needed @1) weak

ELA/LITERACY GRADE-LEVEL INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS EVALUATION TOOL: QUALITY REVIEW GRADE 5 10
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EVIDENCE

GUIDING STATEMENTS SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXT/MATERIALS RATING
4c. Materials provide regular practice in reading grade-level ~ One unit includes a Poet's Journal... Other than that, there is no 04) extensive
prose and poetry with accuracy, atan appropriate rate, and evidence

with appropriate expression.

4d. Materials guide studentsinreading grade-level texts with N/a
purpose and understanding, making frequent connections
between the acquisition of foundational skills and access

to the meaning of texts (including a set of text-dependent

or text-specific questions to check for understanding).

OVERALLRATING: O 4)extensive evidence 03) sufficient evidence O 2) some evidence @1) weak evidence

SUMMARY STATEMENT (Explain why the materials received this overall rating):

O 3) sufficient

O 2) some
@ 1) weak

O 4) extensive
O 3) sufficient

O 2) some
@ 1) weak

ELA/LITERACY GRADE-LEVEL INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS EVALUATION TOOL: QUALITY REVIEW GRADE 5
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ALIGNMENT CRITERION V: LANGUAGE

The Common Core State Standards for language focus on ensuring that students gain adequate mastery of a range of language skills
and applications. Students are expected to meet each year’s grade-specific standards and retain or further develop skills, knowledge,
and vocabulary gained in preceding grades (CCSS).

GUIDING STATEMENTS

Conventions of Standard English

5a. There is evidence that grade-level grammar and conventions
are addressed using an integrated and contextualized approach
in daily instruction. Materials and tasks in grade five are

designed to help build student understanding and use of:

Conjunctions (including correlative conjunctions),
prepositions, and interjections, including knowing and
explaining their function in a sentence
Correctverbtense, including perfect tenses, to

convey various times, sequences, states, and
conditions

Correct spelling of grade-level words

Commas to separate items in a series, separate an
introductory phrase fromthe rest of a sentence, to indicate
direct address, or to set off tag words or questions
Underlining, quotation marks, oritalicsto indicate titles

Knowledge of Language

5b. The materials support instruction on:

Expanding, combining, and reducing sentences

Comparing and contrasting the varieties of English dialects
andregisters used in stories, dramas, or poems

EVIDENCE
SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXT/MATERIALS RATING
N/A not evident O 4) extensive

O 3) sufficient
|

O 2) some
@ 1) weak

Located within the writing studio and within the teacher's manual ()4 extensive

in using the readers.
O 3) sufficient

@ 2) some
O 1) weak

ELA/LITERACY GRADE-LEVEL INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS EVALUATION TOOL: QUALITY REVIEW GRADE 5 12
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EVIDENCE

GUIDING STATEMENTS SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXT/MATERIALS RATING
Vocabulary Acquisition and Use Not found 04) extensive
5c.Thematerials provide context,support,and strategies
for teaching vocabulary acquisition skills, including: O 3) sufficient

» Using context clues to unlock the meaning of words
» UsingGreek orLatin affixes and rootsas clues

to the meaning of words O 2) some
 Consulting reference materials to determine pronunciation

or the meaning of words

5d. The materials provide embedded opportunities for ~ Not found. 04) extensive
students to encounter and develop an understanding of
figurative language, word relationships, and nuances in O 3) sufficient

word meanings.

O 2) some
@ 1) weak

OVERALLRATING: O4)extensive evidence O 3) sufficient evidence O 2) some evidence @1) weak evidence

SUMMARY STATEMENT (Explain why the materials received this overall rating):

ELA/LITERACY GRADE-LEVEL INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS EVALUATION TOOL: QUALITY REVIEW GRADE 5 13





ALIGNMENT CRITERIONVI: SPEAKINGAND LISTENING

To be CCSS-aligned, speaking and listening must be integrated into lessons, items, and tasks. These must reflect a progression of
communication skills required for eventual college- and career-readiness. If grade five students are able to listen to others, discuss
what they are learning, and voice their own confusion or misunderstandings, their learning becomes deeper and more meaningful.
They are exposed, at this level, to points of view that may differ from their own, and they learn how to agree and disagree, express

their own thoughts, and ask questions when they don’t understand or need more clarification (CCSS).

GUIDING STATEMENTS SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXT/MATERIALS
6a. Comprehension and Collaboration. Materials provide a Materials are not present for student participation in academic
language framework for student participation in conversations.

academic conversations, including the ability to:

* Cometo adiscussion prepared

* Follow agreed upon rules/roles

» Pose and respond to specific questions to clarify or follow
up oninformation

» Reviewkey ideas and explain their own ideas

+ Differentiate between contexts forformal English
and situations where informal discourse is
appropriate

» Useaccurate, grade-appropriate general academicand
domain-specific words and phrases

EVIDENCE
RATING

04) extensive

O 3) sufficient

O 2) some
@ 1) weak

ELA/LITERACY GRADE-LEVEL INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS EVALUATION TOOL: QUALITY REVIEW GRADE 5
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GUIDING STATEMENTS SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXT/MATERIALS

6b.Presentationofknowledge and Ideas. Materials provide a Not found
language framework for student planning of effective
presentations, focusing on:

* How toreport on a topicor text using evidenceto
present findings from research

* How to present an opinion

* Howto sequence ideas logically

» Howto use appropriate facts andrelevant details to
support ideas

» Howto use descriptive details to support mainideas or
themes

* How to use multimedia components

» Howto adapt speech to a variety of audiences

OVERALLRATING: O 4)extensive evidence O 3) sufficient evidence O 2) some evidence @1) weak evidence

SUMMARY STATEMENT (Explain why the materials received this overall rating):

EVIDENCE
RATING

O 4) extensive
O 3) sufficient
|

O 2) some
@ 1) weak

ELA/LITERACY GRADE-LEVEL INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS EVALUATION TOOL: QUALITY REVIEW GRADE 5
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ALIGNMENT CRITERION VII: SCAFFOLDING AND SUPPORTS

While scaffolds are not a part of the standards themselves, it is important to support teachers in meeting the needs of the range of
students in their classrooms. In order to meet the reading, speaking, and writing needs of all grade five students, the materials must
include supports for students to comprehend text at the high end of the grades three through five text complexity band. Supports and
scaffolds should draw students back to the text and provide strategies for vocabulary acquisition. All scaffolding and support requires
ongoing formal and informal assessments. These assessments should provide multiple opportunities for students to demonstrate their

proficiency and inform instruction.

It is important to note that scaffolding is not just intended for struggling students, but also for students who are ready for above
grade-level work. As text complexity increases and tasks get increasingly challenging, the need for appropriate scaffolds for above

grade-level access is equally important (CCSS).
GUIDING STATEMENTS

7a. The texts promote differentiated instruction and
instructional conversations about text to support student
learning of:

» Academic language
* Linguistic frames for student talk and writing
* Repeated grammatical structures and language

7b. The materials include student supports such as:

Multiple digital and media versions of texts
lllustrations

* Graphs andcharts

* Maps and photographs

Visual cues/notes that draw attention to words in the
text thatsignal sequenceorofferclues to meaning(i.e.,
where, when, and how key events occur)

EVIDENCE
SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXT/MATERIALS RATING
All students receive the same reader. There is no support or 04) extensive

leveled reader other than that

(O3 sufficient
OZ) some
@1) weak

Minimal student supports are evident. There is some material in 04) extensive
the student activity book which a teacher may copy
03) sufficient

@2) some
Ol) weak

ELA/LITERACY GRADE-LEVEL INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS EVALUATION TOOL: QUALITY REVIEW GRADE 5 16
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GUIDING STATEMENTS

7c. Thematerialsaredesignedto support teacher
instruction by use of:

Explicit instructional directions accompanied by materials
thatare clearly alignedto stated goals and objectives that
build student ability to read and comprehend grade-level
text

Strategies to gradually increase difficulty as students’
comprehension skills strengthen

Strategies to supportstudentacquisition of

knowledge supporting specific common core
standards

Clear and detailed teacher directions and guidance

for introducing new concepts and skills

Clear guidance for documenting student progress
toward meeting grade-levelstandards

7d.The materials provide support for student
learning throughvaryingmodalities (i.e., thereare
provisionsfor print, digital, and other multimedia sources
forinformation attainment).

SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXT/MATERIALS

There are explicit directions for teachers however strategies to
support students and clear and detailed introduction with
differing ability groups is very slim

Very minimal

EVIDENCE
RATING

04) extensive

04) extensive
03) sufficient

ELA/LITERACY GRADE-LEVEL INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS EVALUATION TOOL: QUALITY REVIEW GRADE 5
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GUIDING STATEMENTS

7e. The materials include assessments along with:

Suggestions for next steps to address a spectrum of
performancelevels and needs based on assessment results
Opportunities for students to demonstrate their expertise
through the use of performance tasks

Pieces ofchallengingand complete textthatcan be
used to assessstudentunderstanding and next
instructional steps

Reading selections and questions that progressin a logical
sequence for gradual release?

Enrichmenttasksfor students who are ontarget for
meeting grade-level expectations

Steps to take when evidence suggests that students
are starting to fallbehind

SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXT/MATERIALS

Assessments are provided, however they are not varied or
frequent. Included are spelling assessments, word recognition
assessments, story comprehension assessments, and fluency
assessments. Also BOY, MOY, andEQOY

OVERALLRATING: O4)extensive evidence O 3) sufficient evidence G 2) some evidence @1) weak evidence

SUMMARY STATEMENT (Explain why the materials received this overall rating):

1 Gradual release: scaffolding of instruction so that students develop the ability to read and complete tasks and assignments independently and proficiently.

EVIDENCE
RATING

04) extensive

O 3) sufficient

ELA/LITERACY GRADE-LEVEL INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS EVALUATION TOOL: QUALITY REVIEW GRADE 5
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		SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXTMATERIALSLiterature and Informational Text C1a The texts present rich and embedded relationships between and among characters ideas and concepts that are conveyed through masterful style and structure See exemplars in CCSS Appendix B: There are 9 readers for students, each with several collections all at the same level.  

		SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXTMATERIALSC1bThe materialsconsistentlyincludeshortchallengingand complete texts that contain rich content ideas and academic language worthy of close reading See exemplars in CCSS Appendix B: Although each of the chapters in the unit readers include a close reading element, I was not able to locate any of the chapters in the exemplars in appendix B

		C1c The materials consistently provide opportunities to read both literaryand informationaltexts at the high end of the grades three through fivetextcomplexityband: Although the Teacher's edition states that text is appropriate for grade 5, I was unable to locate proof of such with any evidence of text complexity based on a leveled chart.

		C1d Materials provide strategies for gradelevel vocabulary acquisition as well as differentiated strategies for all students: Very few strategies were provided which differentiate for all students, and no leveled readers are included.

		SUMMARY STATEMENT Explain why the materials received this overall rating: 

		SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXTMATERIALSLiterature and Informational Text 1a The range of materials both print and digital allows teachers and students to explore content that coherentlyand systematicallybuilds knowledgeandgradelevel vocabulary acrosssubjects themes andtopics See CCSS Appendix B for examples of gradelevel knowledge demandsText setsalso address a wide variety of student interests and are likely to foster independent reading: Limited resources are available online. The same readers are available, as well as 3 Quests, and grammar and remediation teacher suggestions, however there is not a lot of support online, nor is it engaging for students.  There is not a choice.

		SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXTMATERIALS1b Text sets include a diverse range of high quality culturally responsive and appropriate topics and themes Textsfrom diverseculturesreflectthesamehighqualityfeaturesthat are demanded of all texts: Text sets are diverse, however with a lack of choice.

		SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXTMATERIALS1c Materials include a rich and diverse sampling of literary texts including but not limited to  Drama and poetry  Stories from various genres that invite exploration of the treatment of themes and topics: There is a poetry unit within the theme, but lacks depth and bredth.

		SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXTMATERIALS1dTherangeofinformationaltexts include selections that  Present historical events  Presentmultiple accounts of the same event or topic  Provide technicalinformation  Present scientific ideas or concepts  Contain relevantvisual representations of information: There is limited texts within the Titles.

		SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXTMATERIALS1e Student reading materials contain a range of increasingly challenging selections that allow teachers to build students ability to comprehend complex text and expand vocabulary throughout the school year: Reading material is complex, however it is difficult to see how support are able to build student's ability to comprehend and expand vocabulary.

		SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXTMATERIALSLiterature and Informational Text 2a Key Ideas and Details Questions and tasks require students to explicitly attend to the text including but not limited to  Quoting from a text when explaining what the text says explicitly and making inferences  Summarizing text  Determining the theme of a story drama or poem from details in thetext  Determiningtwoormoremainideasofatextandhow they are supported by key details  Comparing and contrasting two or morecharacters settings or events in a story or drama  Explaining the relationships or interactions between two or more individuals events ideas or concepts covered in informational texts: Questions are embedded in the teachers edition and within the activity book student edition but are very weak in that the questions are not engaging.

		SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXTMATERIALS2b Craft and Structure Questions and tasks require students to explicitlyattend tothe text including but notlimited to  Determining the meaning of words and phrases as used in the text including general academic and domain specific words as well as figurative language  Explaining how a series ofchaptersscenesorstanzas fit togethertoformthe overallstructureof a storydramaor poem  Comparing and contrasting the overall structure of two or more informationaltexts  Analyzingmultipleaccountsofthesameeventor topicnoting similaritiesanddifferencesinpointofviewanddescribinghow pointofviewinfluenceshoweventsaredescribed: Limited within the Activity book.

		SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXTMATERIALS2c Integration of Knowledge and Ideas Questions and tasks requirestudentstoexplicitlyattendtothetextincluding but not limitedto  Drawing information from multiple print or digital sources  Analyzing how visual and multimedia elements contribute to the meaning tone or beauty of a text  Comparingand contrasting the treatment of similar themes topics and patterns of events  Comparing and contrasting stories in the same genre on their approaches to similar themes and topics  Explaining how an author uses reasons and evidence to support points  Integrating information from several texts on the same topic: Students are not required to draw information from multiple print or digital sources, or integrate information form several texts, each story is individually referred to.

		SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXTMATERIALS3a Writing assignments are explicitly connected to what students are reading and routinely include writing over shorter time frames a single sitting or a day or two and extended time frames for research reflection and revision for a range of disciplinespecific tasks purposes and audiences: Writing assignments are not connected, as the first unit in the reader is Narrative, and the writing studio is Informative.

		SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXTMATERIALS3b Textdependent questions generally create the foundation for students to address culminating writing tasks including  Writing opinion pieces on topics or texts supporting a point of view with reasons and information  Writing informativeexplanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas and information clearly  Writing narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective technique descriptive details and clear sequences of events: Text dependent questions are located within the student Activity book

		SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXTMATERIALS3cReading materials can serve as models to explore writers craft demonstrate use of domainspecific words and phrases and support student production of gradelevel opinion informational and narrative writing: Anchor Texts are not available for the Writing Studio.

		SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXTMATERIALS3d Materials include explicit support to teachers either in the teachersedition orclassroommaterialsforwritinginstruction linkedto the gradefive writing standardsincluding  Producing clear and coherent writing in which the development and organization are appropriate to the task purpose andaudience  Developing and strengthening writing by planning revising editing rewriting or trying a new approach  Using technology to produce and publish writing as well as to interactandcollaboratewithothersdemonstrating sufficient keyboardingskills Materials should also guide the teaching of specific components of grade five writing standards 13 See CCSS: Detailed directions by the way of a teacher script are available to teachers.

		2 some evidence: There are 3 research projects 

		SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXTMATERIALS4a Materials provide teachers with guidance and support for explicit and systematic instruction of the grade five Reading Standards for Foundational Skills including instruction in phonics word analysis and reading with fluency to support comprehensionRefer to CCSS Appendix Aforthe research detailing the advancement of foundational skills in reading: There is no support for explicit and systematic instruction in the grade five reading standards for Foundational skills

		SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXTMATERIALS4b Materials include a variety of opportunities for students to develop and apply word analysis and decoding skills including  Understanding gradelevel vocabulary using an integrated approachincludingaffixesmultisyllablewordsetc  Understanding multisyllabic wordsin context and out of context  Selfcorrectingusingword recognition skills and context clues rereading text purposefully as needed: N/a

		SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXTMATERIALS4c Materials provide regular practice in reading gradelevel proseand poetry with accuracyat an appropriate rate and with appropriateexpression: One unit includes a Poet's Journal... Other than that, there is no evidence

		SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXTMATERIALS4d Materials guide students inreading gradelevel texts with purpose and understanding making frequent connections between the acquisition of foundational skills and access to the meaning of texts including a set of textdependent or textspecific questions to check for understanding: N/a

		SUMMARY STATEMENT Explain why the materials received this overall rating_2: 

		SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXTMATERIALSConventions of Standard English 5a There is evidence that gradelevel grammar and conventions are addressed using an integrated and contextualized approach in daily instruction Materials and tasks in grade five are designed to help build student understanding and use of  Conjunctions including correlative conjunctions prepositions and interjections including knowing and explaining their function in a sentence  Correctverbtenseincludingperfect tensesto convey various timessequencesstates and conditions  Correct spelling of gradelevel words  Commas to separate items in a series separate an introductory phrase from the rest of a sentence to indicate direct address or to set off tag words or questions  Underliningquotationmarksoritalicstoindicatetitles: N/A not evident

		SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXTMATERIALSKnowledge of Language 5b The materials support instruction on  Expanding combining and reducing sentences  Comparing and contrasting the varieties of English dialects and registers used in stories dramasorpoems: Located within the writing studio and within the teacher's manual in using the readers.

		SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXTMATERIALSVocabulary Acquisition and Use 5cThematerials provide contextsupportand strategies for teaching vocabulary acquisition skills including  Using context clues to unlock the meaning of words  UsingGreek orLatin affixes and rootsas clues to the meaning of words  Consulting reference materials to determine pronunciation or the meaning of words: Not found

		SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXTMATERIALS5d The materials provide embedded opportunities for students to encounter and develop an understanding of figurative language word relationships and nuances in word meanings: Not found.

		SUMMARY STATEMENT Explain why the materials received this overall rating_3: 

		SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXTMATERIALS6a Comprehension and Collaboration Materials provide a language framework for student participation in academic conversations including the ability to  Come to a discussion prepared  Follow agreed upon rulesroles  Pose and respond to specific questions to clarify or follow up on information  Review key ideas and explain their own ideas  Differentiate between contexts for formalEnglish and situations where informal discourse is appropriate  Use accurate gradeappropriate general academic and domainspecific words and phrases: Materials are not present for student participation in academic conversations.

		SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXTMATERIALS6bPresentationofKnowledge and Ideas Materials provide a language framework for student planning of effective presentations focusing on  How toreport on a topicor text using evidenceto present findings from research  How to present an opinion  How to sequence ideas logically  How to use appropriate facts and relevant details to support ideas  How to use descriptive details to support main ideas or themes  How to use multimedia components  How to adapt speech to a variety of audiences: Not found

		SUMMARY STATEMENT Explain why the materials received this overall rating_4: 

		SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXTMATERIALS7a The texts promote differentiated instruction and instructional conversations about text to support student learning of  Academic language  Linguistic frames for student talk and writing  Repeated grammatical structures and language: All students receive the same reader.  There is no support or leveled reader other than that

		SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXTMATERIALS7b The materials include student supports such as  Multiple digital and media versions of texts  Illustrations  Graphs andcharts  Maps andphotographs  Visual cuesnotes that draw attention to words in the text thatsignal sequenceorofferclues to meaningie where when and how key events occur: Minimal student supports are evident.  There is some material in the student activity book which a teacher may copy

		SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXTMATERIALS7c The materialsaredesignedto support teacher instruction by use of  Explicit instructional directions accompanied by materials that are clearlyalignedtostated goals and objectives that build student ability to read and comprehend gradelevel text  Strategies to gradually increase difficulty as students comprehension skills strengthen  Strategies to supportstudentacquisitionof knowledge supporting specific common core standards  Clear and detailed teacher directions and guidance for introducing new concepts and skills  Clear guidance for documenting student progress toward meeting gradelevelstandards: There are explicit directions for teachers however strategies to support students and clear and detailed introduction with differing ability groups is very slim

		SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXTMATERIALS7dThe materials provide support for student learning throughvaryingmodalitiesiethereare provisionsfor print digital and other multimedia sources for information attainment: Very minimal

		SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXTMATERIALS7e The materials include assessments along with  Suggestions for next steps to address a spectrum of performance levels and needs based on assessment results  Opportunities for students to demonstrate their expertise through the use of performance tasks  Pieces of challengingand complete textthatcan be used to assess student understanding and next instructional steps  Reading selections and questions that progress in a logical sequence for gradual release1  Enrichment tasksfor students who are on target for meeting gradelevel expectations  Steps to take when evidence suggests that students are starting to fallbehind: Assessments are provided, however they are not varied or frequent.  Included are spelling assessments, word recognition assessments, story comprehension assessments, and fluency assessments. Also BOY, MOY, andEOY

		SUMMARY STATEMENT Explain why the materials received this overall rating_5: 
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Textbook and Instructional Material Evaluation Rubric Form-
English Language Arts

Instructional materials are designed for use by students and teachers as a learning resource for students to acquire

essential knowledge, skills, abilities, and dispositions. This includes print and non-print materials, including
comprehensive/core textbooks, supplemental materials, Web-based and electronic textbooks, and assessments.

Title: Amplify Author(s): Publisher(s): Core Knowledge
Copyright Date: Subject/Grade Level:

Student ISBN:

Teacher Edition ISBN:

Instructions: Use the tables below to determine if the Textbook or Instructional material meets each criteria.

Organization

Criteria 2 1

Meets | Inadequate Comments

1. Material provides a useful table of
contents, glossary, supplemental pages, and 1
index.

2. Layout is consistent; chapters/units are
arranged logically; and allow access through 1
multiple modalities.

3. Teacher edition contains interesting
introductions and a list of prerequisites skills 1
for each chapter.

4. Material contains examples, explanations, 1
and/or online resources to the depth and
breadth of the Nevada Academic Content
Standards.

5. Information is accurate, current, and 2
research-based.

6. Focus of academic and domain specific
vocabulary is prevalent throughout reading, 2
writing, listening, and speaking.

7. Size and format of print is appropriate. 1

8. Format is visually appealing & interesting. 1

9. Material provides Smarter Balanced
assessment type questions and/or 1
performance-based tasks.

10. Electronic and interactive format
available. 2

Other:

Total Organization: 6 7

English Language Arts Content
1
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Criteria

2
Meets

Inadequate

L Comments

11. Materials focus on the knowledge, skills, and
abilities (KSASs) appropriate to the grade level.

1

12. Material demonstrates coherence and rigor of
KSAs appropriate to grade level.

1

13. Real-world applications are relevant to the
students.

14. Information and directions are clearly written and
explained.

15. Tasks are aligned to the anchor standards of the
Nevada Academic Content Standards.

16. Non-text content (maps, graphs, pictures, etc.) are
accurate, authentic, and well integrated into the
instructional material.

17. Lessons/tasks are interdisciplinary when
appropriate.

NN DN

18. Tasks apply to the diversity of students and their
abilities, interests, and learning styles.

19. Questions and tasks encourage the development
and application of higher-level thinking skills.

20. Teacher edition includes questioning strategies
and/or questions to check for understanding at all
Depth of Knowledge (DOK) levels.

21. Teacher edition includes formative
assessment/evaluation tools and processes.

22. Material adheres to the text complexity at each
grade level outlined by the Nevada Academic Content
Standards.

23. Material provides access to or demonstrates
concepts in multiple ways, allowing for a variety of
student responses.

(R G [ S (U R W N G Y

24. Tasks have a purpose, aligned to a skill or concept
at grade level.

25. Range and quality of text at each grade level is
addressed with a well-balanced representation of
literary and informational texts.

A

26. Material includes application of skills and
concepts at grade level.

27. Material makes it clear that student writing is a
key task (argument, informative, response to audience
and purpose, short focused research).

28. Content includes 21 Century skill development
such as collaboration, creative thinking, and problem

solving.
Other:
Total ELA Content Criteria: 14 9
Inclusion
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Criteria

Meets

1
Inadequate

Comments

29. Material reflects a variety of ways to
differentiate instruction and model content to
support all learners.

1

30. Material reflects sensitivity with regard
to gender, race/ethnicity, religion, socio-
economic status, intellectual, and physical
abilities.

31. Material includes access to a multilingual
glossary.

32. Material provides resources for students
with disabilities and English Language
Learners aligned to grade level content.

33. Material is available for students with
visual impairments via a NIMAS file on the
NIMAC system.

Other:

Total Inclusion Criteria:

Alignment

Criteria

Meets

1
Inadequate

Comments

34. Material content aligns to
district/organization curriculum.

35. Material content aligns with college and
career readiness skills (Nevada Academic
Content Standards).

36. Material is a useful resource in preparing
students to meet the requirements of the
Nevada Academic Content Standards and
statewide assessments.

Other:

Total Alignment Criteria:

Total Score for ELA Textbook or Instructional Material: 45
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		2 Meets1 Material provides a useful table of contents glossary supplemental pages and index: 

		1 Inadequate1 Material provides a useful table of contents glossary supplemental pages and index: 1

		Comments1 Material provides a useful table of contents glossary supplemental pages and index: 

		2 Meets2 Layout is consistent chaptersunits are arranged logically and allow access through multiple modalities: 

		1 Inadequate2 Layout is consistent chaptersunits are arranged logically and allow access through multiple modalities: 1

		Comments2 Layout is consistent chaptersunits are arranged logically and allow access through multiple modalities: 

		2 Meets3 Teacher edition contains interesting introductions and a list of prerequisites skills for each chapter: 

		1 Inadequate3 Teacher edition contains interesting introductions and a list of prerequisites skills for each chapter: 1

		Comments3 Teacher edition contains interesting introductions and a list of prerequisites skills for each chapter: 

		2 Meets4 Material contains examples explanations andor online resources to the depth and breadth of the Nevada Academic Content Standards: 

		1 Inadequate4 Material contains examples explanations andor online resources to the depth and breadth of the Nevada Academic Content Standards: 1

		Comments4 Material contains examples explanations andor online resources to the depth and breadth of the Nevada Academic Content Standards: 

		2 Meets5 Information is accurate current and researchbased: 2

		1 Inadequate5 Information is accurate current and researchbased: 

		Comments5 Information is accurate current and researchbased: 

		2 Meets6 Focus of academic and domain specific vocabulary is prevalent throughout reading writing listening and speaking: 2

		1 Inadequate6 Focus of academic and domain specific vocabulary is prevalent throughout reading writing listening and speaking: 

		Comments6 Focus of academic and domain specific vocabulary is prevalent throughout reading writing listening and speaking: 

		2 Meets7 Size and format of print is appropriate: 

		1 Inadequate7 Size and format of print is appropriate: 1

		Comments7 Size and format of print is appropriate: 

		2 Meets8 Format is visually appealing  interesting: 

		1 Inadequate8 Format is visually appealing  interesting: 1

		Comments8 Format is visually appealing  interesting: 

		2 Meets9 Material provides Smarter Balanced assessment type questions andor performancebased tasks: 

		1 Inadequate9 Material provides Smarter Balanced assessment type questions andor performancebased tasks: 1

		Comments9 Material provides Smarter Balanced assessment type questions andor performancebased tasks: 

		2 Meets10 Electronic and interactive format available: 2

		1 Inadequate10 Electronic and interactive format available: 

		Comments10 Electronic and interactive format available: 

		2 MeetsOther: 

		1 InadequateOther: 

		CommentsOther: 

		2 MeetsTotal Organization: 6

		1 InadequateTotal Organization: 7

		CommentsTotal Organization: 

		2 Meets11 Materials focus on the knowledge skills and abilities KSAs appropriate to the grade level: 

		1 Inadequate11 Materials focus on the knowledge skills and abilities KSAs appropriate to the grade level: 1

		Comments11 Materials focus on the knowledge skills and abilities KSAs appropriate to the grade level: 

		2 Meets12 Material demonstrates coherence and rigor of KSAs appropriate to grade level: 

		1 Inadequate12 Material demonstrates coherence and rigor of KSAs appropriate to grade level: 1

		Comments12 Material demonstrates coherence and rigor of KSAs appropriate to grade level: 

		2 Meets13 Realworld applications are relevant to the students: 2

		1 Inadequate13 Realworld applications are relevant to the students: 

		Comments13 Realworld applications are relevant to the students: 

		2 Meets14 Information and directions are clearly written and explained: 2

		1 Inadequate14 Information and directions are clearly written and explained: 

		Comments14 Information and directions are clearly written and explained: 

		2 Meets15 Tasks are aligned to the anchor standards of the Nevada Academic Content Standards: 2

		1 Inadequate15 Tasks are aligned to the anchor standards of the Nevada Academic Content Standards: 

		Comments15 Tasks are aligned to the anchor standards of the Nevada Academic Content Standards: 

		2 Meets16 Nontext content maps graphs pictures etc are accurate authentic and well integrated into the instructional material: 2

		1 Inadequate16 Nontext content maps graphs pictures etc are accurate authentic and well integrated into the instructional material: 

		Comments16 Nontext content maps graphs pictures etc are accurate authentic and well integrated into the instructional material: 

		2 Meets17 Lessonstasks are interdisciplinary when appropriate: 2

		1 Inadequate17 Lessonstasks are interdisciplinary when appropriate: 

		Comments17 Lessonstasks are interdisciplinary when appropriate: 

		2 Meets18 Tasks apply to the diversity of students and their abilities interests and learning styles: 

		1 Inadequate18 Tasks apply to the diversity of students and their abilities interests and learning styles: 1

		Comments18 Tasks apply to the diversity of students and their abilities interests and learning styles: 

		2 Meets19 Questions and tasks encourage the development and application of higherlevel thinking skills: 

		1 Inadequate19 Questions and tasks encourage the development and application of higherlevel thinking skills: 1

		Comments19 Questions and tasks encourage the development and application of higherlevel thinking skills: 

		2 Meets20 Teacher edition includes questioning strategies andor questions to check for understanding at all Depth of Knowledge DOK levels: 

		1 Inadequate20 Teacher edition includes questioning strategies andor questions to check for understanding at all Depth of Knowledge DOK levels: 1

		Comments20 Teacher edition includes questioning strategies andor questions to check for understanding at all Depth of Knowledge DOK levels: 

		2 Meets21 Teacher edition includes formative assessmentevaluation tools and processes: 

		1 Inadequate21 Teacher edition includes formative assessmentevaluation tools and processes: 1

		Comments21 Teacher edition includes formative assessmentevaluation tools and processes: 

		2 Meets22 Material adheres to the text complexity at each grade level outlined by the Nevada Academic Content Standards: 

		1 Inadequate22 Material adheres to the text complexity at each grade level outlined by the Nevada Academic Content Standards: 1

		Comments22 Material adheres to the text complexity at each grade level outlined by the Nevada Academic Content Standards: 

		2 Meets23 Material provides access to or demonstrates concepts in multiple ways allowing for a variety of student responses: 

		1 Inadequate23 Material provides access to or demonstrates concepts in multiple ways allowing for a variety of student responses: 1

		Comments23 Material provides access to or demonstrates concepts in multiple ways allowing for a variety of student responses: 

		2 Meets24 Tasks have a purpose aligned to a skill or concept at grade level: 2

		1 Inadequate24 Tasks have a purpose aligned to a skill or concept at grade level: 

		Comments24 Tasks have a purpose aligned to a skill or concept at grade level: 

		2 Meets25 Range and quality of text at each grade level is addressed with a wellbalanced representation of literary and informational texts: 

		1 Inadequate25 Range and quality of text at each grade level is addressed with a wellbalanced representation of literary and informational texts: 1

		Comments25 Range and quality of text at each grade level is addressed with a wellbalanced representation of literary and informational texts: 

		2 Meets26 Material includes application of skills and concepts at grade level: 

		1 Inadequate26 Material includes application of skills and concepts at grade level: 1

		Comments26 Material includes application of skills and concepts at grade level: 

		2 Meets27 Material makes it clear that student writing is a key task argument informative response to audience and purpose short focused research: 2

		1 Inadequate27 Material makes it clear that student writing is a key task argument informative response to audience and purpose short focused research: 

		Comments27 Material makes it clear that student writing is a key task argument informative response to audience and purpose short focused research: 

		2 Meets28 Content includes 21st Century skill development such as collaboration creative thinking and problem solving: 

		1 Inadequate28 Content includes 21st Century skill development such as collaboration creative thinking and problem solving: 1

		Comments28 Content includes 21st Century skill development such as collaboration creative thinking and problem solving: 

		Other_2: 

		2 MeetsOther_2: 

		1 InadequateOther_2: 

		CommentsOther_2: 

		2 MeetsTotal ELA Content Criteria: 14

		1 InadequateTotal ELA Content Criteria: 9

		CommentsTotal ELA Content Criteria: 

		2 Meets29 Material reflects a variety of ways to differentiate instruction and model content to support all learners: 

		1 Inadequate29 Material reflects a variety of ways to differentiate instruction and model content to support all learners: 1

		Comments29 Material reflects a variety of ways to differentiate instruction and model content to support all learners: 

		2 Meets30 Material reflects sensitivity with regard to gender raceethnicity religion socio economic status intellectual and physical abilities: 

		1 Inadequate30 Material reflects sensitivity with regard to gender raceethnicity religion socio economic status intellectual and physical abilities: 1

		Comments30 Material reflects sensitivity with regard to gender raceethnicity religion socio economic status intellectual and physical abilities: 

		2 Meets31 Material includes access to a multilingual glossary: 

		1 Inadequate31 Material includes access to a multilingual glossary: 1

		Comments31 Material includes access to a multilingual glossary: 

		2 Meets32 Material provides resources for students with disabilities and English Language Learners aligned to grade level content: 

		1 Inadequate32 Material provides resources for students with disabilities and English Language Learners aligned to grade level content: 1

		Comments32 Material provides resources for students with disabilities and English Language Learners aligned to grade level content: 

		2 Meets33 Material is available for students with visual impairments via a NIMAS file on the NIMAC system: 

		1 Inadequate33 Material is available for students with visual impairments via a NIMAS file on the NIMAC system: 1

		Comments33 Material is available for students with visual impairments via a NIMAS file on the NIMAC system: 

		Other_3: 

		2 MeetsOther_3: 

		1 InadequateOther_3: 

		CommentsOther_3: 

		2 MeetsTotal Inclusion Criteria: 

		1 InadequateTotal Inclusion Criteria: 5

		CommentsTotal Inclusion Criteria: 

		2 Meets34 Material content aligns to districtorganization curriculum: 2

		1 Inadequate34 Material content aligns to districtorganization curriculum: 

		Comments34 Material content aligns to districtorganization curriculum: 

		2 Meets35 Material content aligns with college and career readiness skills Nevada Academic Content Standards: 

		1 Inadequate35 Material content aligns with college and career readiness skills Nevada Academic Content Standards: 1

		Comments35 Material content aligns with college and career readiness skills Nevada Academic Content Standards: 

		2 Meets36 Material is a useful resource in preparing students to meet the requirements of the Nevada Academic Content Standards and statewide assessments: 

		1 Inadequate36 Material is a useful resource in preparing students to meet the requirements of the Nevada Academic Content Standards and statewide assessments: 1

		Comments36 Material is a useful resource in preparing students to meet the requirements of the Nevada Academic Content Standards and statewide assessments: 

		Other_4: 

		2 MeetsOther_4: 

		1 InadequateOther_4: 

		CommentsOther_4: 

		2 MeetsTotal Alignment Criteria: 2

		1 InadequateTotal Alignment Criteria: 2

		CommentsTotal Alignment Criteria: 

		Total Score for ELA Textbook or Instructional Material: 45

		Title: Amplify

		Author(s): 

		Publishers: Core Knowledge

		Copyright Date: 

		Subject/Grade Level: 

		Student ISBN: 

		Teacher Edition ISBN: 

		Other: 
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COMPONENT 1: TEXT COMPLEXITY

Assessing text complexity in kindergarten and grade one is more a qualitative than quantitative process. The guiding statements
provided in this section will examine text complexity in order to differentiate quality and richness among the texts—particularly
anchor texts—WCSD is considering for adoption. Anchor texts are materials designed to serve as the central unifying tool for the
development of reading comprehension. While evaluations of text complexity formally begin with grade two, student reading
materials, texts, and other materials in kindergarten and grade one need to create the conditions for rich and robust discussion and
writing for ALL students (struggling readers, students with identified academic disabilities, English Learners, students who are

performing at grade level, and advanced students).
GUIDING STATEMENTS

Literature and Informational Text

Cla. Thetexts presentrich and embedded relationships
between and among characters, ideas, and concepts that
are conveyed through masterful style and structure. (See
exemplars in CCSS, AppendixB.)

C1b. The materials consistently include short, challenging, and
complete texts that contain rich content, ideas, and
academiclanguageworthyofclosereading. (Seeexemplarsin
CCSS, AppendixB.)

SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXT/MATERIALS

Texts are high quality, lots of academic language to build
vocabulary, narratives are chosen to build upon one another
across the units, can compare and make connections

Texts are presented as visual images and then as a listening
comprehension for the students.

Texts are not meant to be used as a close reading

However, content is rich with lots of academic vocabulary
Builds knowledge across the grade levels, topics are revised to
build more depth

EVIDENCE
RATING

O 4) extensive
@ 3) sufficient

O 2) some
O 1) weak

O 4) extensive
O 3) sufficient
@ 2) some

O 1) weak

ELA/LITERACY GRADE-LEVEL INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS EVALUATION TOOL: QUALITY REVIEW GRADE K-1



http://www.cgcs.org/cms/lib/DC00001581/Centricity/Domain/4/Framework%20for%20Raising%20Expectations.pdf

http://www.corestandards.org/assets/Appendix_B.pdf
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Clc. The materials consistently provide opportunitiesto
readbothliteraryandinformationaltexts. For studentreading
materialsin kindergartenand grade one, refertothe Alignment
Criteria for Foundational Skills (4a-4d of this
document).Read- aloud anchor texts should fall within or
above the grades two through three text complexity band.

OVERALL RATING: O 4) extensive evidence O 3) sufficient evidence @ 2) some evidence O 1) weak evidence

Text are a mix

Texts are read aloud for listening comprehension.

Only students texts are the decodable skills readers which
are of high interest mostly narrative

Need to supplement with trade books and a leveled library
and books that could be used for close reading

SUMMARY STATEMENT (Explain why the materials received this overall rating):
The Core Knowledge program does a great job at providing high quality listening comprehension text that build vocabulary and oral
language. Texts are complex and allow for high order thinking and oral discussions

It is very limited in providing a multiple variety of texts for close reading purposes

O 4) extensive
O 3) sufficient

@ 2) some
O 1) weak

ELA/LITERACY GRADE-LEVEL INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS EVALUATION TOOL: QUALITY REVIEW GRADE K-1





COMPONENT 2: QUESTIONS AND TASKS

At least 80% of all questions in the submission are high-quality text-dependent and text-specific questions. The overwhelming
majority of these questions reference specific text and draw students’ attention to the text they are reading. Text-dependent
guestions that address the kindergarten and grade one standards will be described in greater depth in Alignment Criterion 1.

ALIGNMENT CRITERION|: RANGE AND QUALITY OF TEXTS

Materials must reflect a wide range of text types and genres, as required by the standards. In kindergarten and grade one, and
across all other grade levels, there should be ample texts on topics that can support sustained study. Knowledge built at one grade
level should be expanded in other grade levels. Topics should take into account individual student academic needs and interests in
order to foster independent reading. It is also imperative that the included topics and themes are compelling enough to read multiple
times and are aligned to district needs. Pay particular attention to the guidance provided in Appendix B of the Common Core State

Standards.
EVIDENCE
GUIDING STATEMENTS SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXT/MATERIALS RATING
Literature and Informational Text Materials are for building knowledge using visual text to promote O 4) extensive

e TS e et Seh i e dhaial, alne vocabulary and oral language and listening comprehension

teachers and students to explore content that coherently
and systematically builds knowledge and vocabulary across
subjects,themes,and topics. Thisappliesespecially totexts
readaloudbytheteacher,whichshouldpromotespeaking -
andlisteningabouttopicsunderstudyinkindergartenand ~ Presentations

grade one. (See CCSS Appendix B for examples of grade-level O 1) weak
knowledgedemands.) Textsetsalsoaddressawidevarietyof  Does not have the range of text for implementing a reading
studentinterests,andarelikelytofosterindependentreading.  Workshop or close reading activities.

@ 3) sufficient
Variety of topics that all students need to learn in order to build
background knowledge. Vocabulary spirals and is revisited
across the themes. Very coherent and systematic in its O 2) some

1b. Textsets include a diverse range of high quality, culturally-  Does not include text sets O 4) extensive
responsive ad appropriate topics andthemes. Textsfrom
diverse cultures reflect the same high-quality features that O 3) sufficient

are demanded of all texts.

O 2) some
@ 1) weak

ELA/LITERACY GRADE-LEVEL INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS EVALUATION TOOL: QUALITY REVIEW GRADE K-1 4
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GUIDING STATEMENTS

1c. Materialsinclude arich and diverse sampling of literary
texts, including poems and stories with relevant illustrations.

1d. The range of informational texts include:

At least two selections on the same topic

« Selections with various text features such as headings,
tables of contents, glossaries, andillustrations

le. Student reading materials contain a range of
increasingly challenging selections that allow teachers to
build students’ ability to comprehend complex text and
expand vocabulary throughout the school year.

EVIDENCE

SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXT/MATERIALS RATING

There is a variety of nursery rhymes, fables, traditional tales, O 4) extensive
informational texts, texts that have narrative characters to teach
informational ideas. Great visuals to promote discussions and O 3) sufficient

asking of questions.
@ 2) some

O 1) weak

Yes in a listening comprehension format O 4) extensive

Books are not available for student use O 3) sufficient

@ 2) some
O 1) weak

Listening comprehension texts progressively build and get O 4) extensive
harder as the year progresses. Topics also progress and get
more complex. Text are teacher read aloud not in student hands. O 3) sufficient

@ 2) some
O 1) weak

OVERALL RATING: 704)extensiveevidencg O 3) sufficientevidence @ 2) some evidence O 1) weak evidence

SUMMARY STATEMENT (Explain why the materials received this overall rating):
The texts used for listening comprehension and read aloud are of high quality with lots of text dependent questions used for oral
discussion. Texts are not provided for the students to have in their own hands. Students readers are limited to a decodable high

interest chapter book that does teach comprehension.

ELA/LITERACY GRADE-LEVEL INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS EVALUATION TOOL: QUALITY REVIEW GRADE K-1





ALIGNMENT CRITERION Il. QUESTIONS AND TASKS SUPPORT STUDENT LEARNING

Questions posed to students in the materials under review should support student learning in building reading comprehension, in
finding and producing the textual evidence to support responses, and in developing grade-level academic language. Texts for
kindergarten and grade one students must include text-dependent questions that require the use of higher order thinking skills. There
should be a range of questions that require students to attend to the author’s language as his/her vehicle for conveying meaning, as
well as to support specific inferences with explicit details from the text. Most questions should require that the student refer to the text
in several places in order to devise an answer—rather than asking only literal, “right there” types of questions (CCSS).

GUIDING STATEMENTS SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXT/MATERIALS E\F/JR_EF';‘IS(E;
Literature and Informational Text These standards are covered extensively. These concepts are O 4) extensive

revisited and applied through all the units. Limited to listening
comprehension and oral speaking. Some writing connected as O 3) sufficient
extensions.

2a. Key Ideas and Details. Questions and tasks
require students to explicitly attend to the text,
including, butnot limited to:

+ Askingandansweringquestionsaboutkeydetailsinthetext @ 2) some
Retelling familiar stories, including key details

Identifying and describing characters, settings, and major

events in astory O 1) weak
Identifying the main topic of a text

Describing the connection between two individuals, events,

or ideas in a text

2b. Craft and Structure. Questions and tasks require Vocabulary instruction very strong O 4) extensive
students to explicitly attend to the text, including, but not
limited to: Reference to narrative and informational text O 3) sufficient
« Determining the meanings of unknown words andphrases N0 Use of trade books from different authors and illustrations

in stories, poems, and informational texts ) o . @ 2) some
« Recognizing and explaining the differences between Informational text features are limited to images

common types of text both literary (such as storybooks

and poems) and informational O 1) weak

< Namingtheauthorandillustratorand describingtheirroles
in telling the story or presenting ideas

» Recognizingandusingvariousfeaturesininformational
texts (such as headings or glossaries) to locate information

ELA/LITERACY GRADE-LEVEL INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS EVALUATION TOOL: QUALITY REVIEW GRADE K-1 6
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GUIDING STATEMENTS SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXT/MATERIALS EHIDIERCE

RATING
2¢. Integration of Knowledge and Ideas. Questions and This is all incompatible extensively with the provided listening 04) extensive
tasks require studentsto explicitly attend tothe text, comprehension texts
including, but not limitedto: OB) sufficient
« Comparing and contrasting the experiences of characters in Does not incorporate real published books written by a variety of

SO authors and illustrators. ' @2
» Describing the keyideas conveyed inillustrations ) some
* Identifyingreasonsauthors give to supportpoints andthe

similarities between two texts on the same topic O 1) weak
OVERALL RATING: O 4)extensive evidence O 3)sufficient evidence @ 2) some evidence O 1) weak evidence

SUMMARY STATEMENT (Explain why the materials received this overall rating):
Questions support listening comprehension and reading comprehension that can be applies in other others
Books are not provided for student use

Only decodable readers - which is limited in its questions for developing reading comprehension and diving deep into text

Great as an added bonus to reading and writing workshop instruction to build background knowledge, speaking, listening, and grammar
skills.

ELA/LITERACY GRADE-LEVEL INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS EVALUATION TOOL: QUALITY REVIEW GRADE K-1 7





ALIGNMENT CRITERIONIII. WRITINGTOSOURCESANDRESEARCH

The writing standards for each grade level highlight distinctive expectations about student writing. In kindergarten and grade one,
students perform age-appropriate writing tasks and assignments with support and guidance from the teacher. For details on text
types and purposes, production and distribution of writing, research to build and present knowledge, and the range of writing in
kindergarten and grade one, see the Common Core State Standards for English Language Arts and Literacy. The metrics below show
key characteristics to look for in your review of materials.

GUIDING STATEMENTS SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXT/MATERIALS E\IQK_EF';‘SE
3a. Writing assignments are explicitly connected to what Starts with lots of oral practice and speaking in complete sentence with proper @ 4) extensive

. . . grammar then as the unit progress, opportunities to write about the texts -- focus

students are reading, and materials a reorganized to tiered vocabulary is revisited and applied to the writing about reading prompts. --

elicit responses to sources in age-appropriate ways. support given with sentence frames and activity pages. O 3) sufficient
This might include activities such as dictation or making _

pictures to express thoughts in addition to writing, with Developmentally appropriate ways to respond and challenge students who are ready

2
support from the teacher. Has examples of student writing. ) some
Includes an assessment rubric for the 3 types of writing O 1 K
weal
3b. Text-dependent questions generally create the foundation 2 Separate manuals for writing. O ) extensive
for students to address culminating writing tasks, including: ' Units 1 & 2 are all opinion
» Opinionwriting, inwhich studentsintroduce atopic or Bn!ts g g‘ g are .neflrratlve. .
name abook, state an opinion, and supply areasonforthe nits are informative @ 3) sufficient

opinion (using acombination of drawing, dictating,and  Unit 7 purposeful writing

writing at the kindergarten level) _ » O 2) some
« Informative/explanatory writing, in which students namea  Lessons could be used to build a writing workshop model.

topic and supply facts aboutthe topic (using a combination  Refers back to texts read aloud in Knowledge component

of drawing, dictating, and writing atthe kindergarten level) O 1) weak
 Narrativewriting,inwhich studentsrecounttwoormore

appropriately sequenced events, including details about

what happened (using a combination of drawing, dictating,

and writing at the kindergarten level)

: : . ; ; . 4) extensive
3c. Reading materials can serve as models to explore writer's  Lots of teaching modeling and teacher talk to support mini- O ) extensiv
craftand support student production of grade-level opinion,  lessons -- could easily integrate shared writing, interactive @ 3) sufficient
informational, and narrative writing. writing into lessons as a way to use balanced literacy.

O 2) some
O 1) weak

ELA/LITERACY GRADE-LEVEL INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS EVALUATION TOOL: QUALITY REVIEW GRADE K-1 8
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EVIDENCE

GUIDING STATEMENTS SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXT/MATERIALS RATING
3d. Materials include explicit supportto teachers, either Peer feed_l:?ack - p(_)sters US‘?d asa ViSU?' guide _ O 4) extensive
intheteacher’sedition or classroommaterials, forwriting Opportunities to write on topics across time that correlate with
instructionlinkedtothe kindergarten and grade one writing background knowledge learning @ 3) sufficient
standards, including:
 Focusing on a topic, responding to questions from 5

peers, and adding detailsto strengthenwriting as O ) some
needed
« Exploring and startingto use a variety of digital O 1) weak
tools to produce and publish writing, including in
collaboration with peers
3e. Materials provide opportunities and resources Whole group research gmbedded into mini-lessons to help O 4) extensive
for students to participate in shared research and students make connections
writing projects, including: @ 3) sufficient
. Recalling information from experiences Turn and talk opportunities included. Small group activities .
« Gathering information from provided sources included. O 2) some

O 1) weak

OVERALL RATING: O A)extensive evidence @ 3)sufficient evidence OZ) some evidence Ol) weak evidence

SUMMARY STATEMENT (Explain why the materials received this overall rating):
Writing lessons are very clear and detailed
Focus on the 3 types of writing
Read alouds are used to support topics
Samples of students writing
Writing is done across time and could be implemented a s a workshop model
Had rubrics and opportunities to add details, edit, publish, and peer edit
Rubrics did not have visual supports for students

ELA/LITERACY GRADE-LEVEL INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS EVALUATION TOOL: QUALITY REVIEW GRADE K-1





ALIGNMENT CRITERION IV: FOUNDATIONAL SKILLS

Effective instruction on foundational skills in kindergarten and grade one includes explicit and systematic lessons and diagnostic
support in concepts of print, the alphabetic principle, phonics, phonological awareness, vocabulary development and word
recognition, syntax, and reading fluency. Students must be able to recognize and pronounce words fluently in order to focus on the
major goal of reading, which is comprehension. Building these foundational skills must be contextualized within the materials.

GUIDING STATEMENTS SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXT/MATERIALS E\IQR'EI'II\ISE
. . . . Syst ti d licit 4) extensive
4a. Materials provide teachers with guidance and support for ystematiCc ana expliCit.
explicitand systematicinstruction ofthekindergarten and
grade one Reading Standards for Foundational Skills(CCSS), | All standards are addressed @ 3) sufficient
including concepts of print, phonological awareness,
letter recognition, phonics, wordrecognition, andreading Strong daily phonemic awareness component.
fluencyin a research-based and transparent progression. O 2) some
advancement of foundational reading skills.) O 1) weak
W
Hfw limited in number -- need to supplement and add more
HFW are practice in the skills student readers.
L . . E ; isual text O 4) extensive
4b.Materialsincludeavariety of opportunitiesthatallow ngaging visual text . _
for systematic and frequent practice of all foundational Need to supplement with engaging level readers for daily
skillsthrough such features as engaging texts, games, digital practice @ 3) sufficient

materials, etc.
Only includes the skills readers which are a decodable contrived
text -- these are of high students interest and great for use for O 2) some
small groups who need extra support in decoding words

. . . | (O 1 weak
Home practice pages to info be families in learning, parent
letters to help families practice at home.

ELA/LITERACY GRADE-LEVEL INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS EVALUATION TOOL: QUALITY REVIEW GRADE K-1 10



http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RF/K/

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RF/1/

http://www.corestandards.org/assets/Appendix_A.pdf

http://www.corestandards.org/assets/Appendix_A.pdf



GUIDING STATEMENTS SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXT/MATERIALS
4c¢. Materials provide regular practice in encoding (spelling) This is a very strong part in the program -- daily practice as the
and decoding (reading) the sound symbol relationships students learn their sounds

of English.
Individual students blending and segmenting folders

Chaining activities for reading and spelling

4d. Materials guide studentsinreadingemergentreadertexts  Only includes the skills readers
for kindergarten and grade-level texts for grade one with

purpose and understanding, making frequent connections

betweenthe acquisition offoundational skillsand access

to the meaning of texts (including a set of text-dependent

or text-specific questions to check for understanding).

OVERALL RATING: O 4)extensive evidence @ 3) sufficient evidence OZ) some evidence O 1) weak evidence

SUMMARY STATEMENT (Explain why the materials received this overall rating):
The skills program is very explicit and systematic. It allows for the teacher to add in multi-sensory approaches
Sound posters do need to be supplemented with a picture
Very strong daily phonemic awareness. Words are given
Very strong chaining activities to learn how to decode.
Handwriting practice component.
Includes progress monitoring components for intervention and tiered students

EVIDENCE
RATING

@ 4) extensive
O 3) sufficient

O 2) some
O 1) weak

O 4) extensive
O 3) sufficient

@ 2) some
O 1) weak

ELA/LITERACY GRADE-LEVEL INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS EVALUATION TOOL: QUALITY REVIEW GRADE K-1
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ALIGNMENT CRITERION V: LANGUAGE

The Common Core State Standards for language focus on ensuring that students gain adequate mastery of a range of language
skills and applications. Students are expected to meet each year’s grade-specific standards and retain or further develop skills and

knowledge (CCSS).
EVIDENCE
GUIDING STATEMENTS SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXT/MATERIALS RATING
Conventions of Standard English Separate Language Studio component to correlate with the 04) extensive

5. Thee [ culienes i araes leve) grammar s Speaking & Listening Strands in the Knowledge Component

conventions are addressed using an integrated and @ 3) sufficient
contextualized approach in daily instruction. Materialsand

tasksinkindergartenandgrade one aredesignedto help , , 2

build student understanding and use of: Upper and lower case in skills component O ) some

« Upper- and lower-caseletters

Language standards forced in the Knowledge (S&L) units

« Question words prepositions, expanding sand producing sentences, O 1) weak
. Recognition and use of end punctuation Conventions, punCtuation, Capitalization /s/ or /Es/is in skKills
« Frequently occurring nouns in kindergarten, and common, component

proper, and possessive nouns by grade one
« Frequently occurring verbs in kindergarten, and use of verbs ~ Grammar lessons are in the language studio component --
toconvey past, present, and future actionsingrade standards bases, explicit, lots of oral language
one
» Complete sentence in kindergarten, and compound
declarative, interrogative, imperative, and exclamatory
sentences in gradeone
 Capitalizationofthefirstword inasentence in
kindergarten, and of dates and names of people in
grade one
« Correct spelling, by sounding out simple words
phonetically inkindergarten and applyingcommon
spelling patternsto spell words in grade one

Grade One

* Regular plural nouns, with matching verbs

» Personal, possessive, and indefinite pronouns

« Conjunctions and determiners, such as articles or
demonstratives

» Frequently occurringadjectives

ELA/LITERACY GRADE-LEVEL INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS EVALUATION TOOL: QUALITY REVIEW GRADE K-1
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EVIDENCE

GUIDING STATEMENTS SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXT/MATERIALS RATING
Vocabulary Acquisition and Use Focus tier 1, tier 2, and tier 3 vocabulary @ 4) extensive
5b.The materialsprovidecontext,support,and strategies ~ Lots of opportunities to practice and apply vocabulary orally
for teaching vocabulary acquisition skills, including: Use of frames, visual supports, writing, O 3) sufficient
« Identifyingnewmeaningsforfamiliarwordsinkindergarten . _ .
» Using sentence-level context clues to unlock the Vocabulary is a high focus on academic language
meaning of words in grade one O 2) some

« Using frequently occurring inflections and affixes as clues

to the meaning of words O 1) weak
 Usingrootwords(suchaslook)andtheirinflectionalforms

(looks, looked, looking) in grade one

5c. The materials provide embedded opportunities for Use of realia and visual supports to develop and apply new @ 4) extensive
studentstoencounter and develop anunderstanding of vocabulary
word relationships and nuancesinword meanings. O 3) sufficient
Built in daily -- lots of opportunities to revisit and apply words,
words are revisited across the year throughout the units and
built upon with synonyms O 2some
Vocabulary words learned are integrated easily to all subject O 1) weak
areas throughout the day (reading, science, social studies,
writing)

OVERALL RATING: @ 4)extensive evidence O 3)sufficient evidence O 2) some evidence O 1) weak evidence

SUMMARY STATEMENT (Explain why the materials received this overall rating):
Explicit grammar and vocabulary lessons with lots of opportunities to apply the skills (mostly orally)
Vocabulary for academic language is very strong
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ALIGNMENT CRITERIONVI: SPEAKINGANDLISTENING

To be CCSS-aligned, speaking and listening must be integrated into lessons, items, and tasks. These must reflect a progression

of communication skills required for eventual college- and career-readiness, as outlined in the standards. If

kindergarten and grade one students are able to listen to others, discuss what they are learning, and voice their own confusion or
misunderstandings, their learning becomes deeper and more meaningful. They are exposed, at this level, to points of view that may
differ from their own, and they learn how to agree and disagree, express their own thoughts, and ask questions when they don't
understand or need more clarification.

EVIDENCE

GUIDING STATEMENTS RATING

SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXT/MATERIALS

The Language Studio portion of the curriculum provides daily

6a. Comprehension and Collaboration. Materials provide
a frame that guides student participation in
academic conversations by:

« Agreeingonrulesfordiscussion, taking turns speaking

» Confirming understanding of texts read aloud

* Asking and answering questions to clarify and gather
information

6b. Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas. Materials include
tasks that promote oral responses in a range of
collaborative discussions, and support students in:

« Describing people, places, things, and events

@4) extensive
O 3) sufficient
O 2) some

O 1) weak
@4) extensive

O 3) sufficient

opportunities for students to have academic conversations.
They are responding to texts and having class discussions with
their peers. There are daily questions and opportunities for
students to ask questions about visual text and answer
questions about text that they have heard

Lots of opportunities to apply their learning of the topics using
image cards, vocabulary cards, multiple meaning cards.
Sentence frames are provided. Daily opportunities to answer
questions about a text in complete sentence.

 Using visual displays to add details
» Speaking audibly and completing sentences

OVERALL RATING: _@4)extensive evidence O 3)sufficient evidence O 2) some_]evidence Ol) weak evidence

SUMMARY STATEMENT (Explain why the materials received this overall rating):
The Language Studio program is a very extensive program to support the speaking and listening standards. They have daily practice
of listing to grade level topics and above grade level text. Students learn to ask and answer questions and speak with their peers about
texts. This is the strongest component for this program. Great as a supplement to a balanced literacy program.
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ALIGNMENT CRITERION VII: SCAFFOLDING AND SUPPORTS

While scaffolds are not a part of the standards themselves, it is important to support teachers in meeting the needs of the range of
students in their classrooms. In order to meet the reading, speaking, and writing needs of all kindergarten and grade one students,
the materials must include supports for students to apply concepts of print, phonics, vocabulary development, syntax, and fluency in
comprehending texts. Supports and scaffolds should draw students back to the text and provide strategies for vocabulary acquisition.
All scaffolding and supports require ongoing formal and informal assessments that provide multiple opportunities for students to

demonstrate their proficiency and inform instruction.

Scaffolding is not just intended for struggling students, but also for students who are ready for above grade- level work. As text
complexity increases, and tasks get increasingly challenging, the need for appropriate scaffolds for above grade- level access is

equally important.

GUIDING STATEMENTS

EVIDENCE

SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXT/MATERIALS RATING

7a. The texts promote differentiated instruction and
instructional conversations about textto support student
learning of:

» Academiclanguage
* Linguistic frames
* Repeated grammatical structures and language

Daily practice of having a conversation about grade levels topics and text. @4) extensive

Embedded differentiation on the side of the manual for different O 3) sufficient
proficiency levels

Use of sentence frames O 2) some

O 1) weak

Provides yes/no frames
Explicit attention to vocabulary

Has support to challenge students

7b. The materials include student supports such as:
» Multiple digital and media versions of texts
lllustrations

Graphs and charts

Maps and photographs

Visual cues/notes that draw attention to words in
the text thatsignalsequenceoroffercluestomeaning
(suchas where, when, and how key events occur)

Visual flip books -- also available online as pdf format 04) extensive

Letter cards @ 3) sufficient
Sound spelling cards O 2

some
Student alphabet cards for hands on blending & segmenting

All images can be used as a strong visual text to differentiate for () 1) weak
all types of learners
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GUIDING STATEMENTS

7c. Thematerialsaredesignedto supportteacher
instruction by use of:

« Explicit instructional directions accompanied by materials
that are clearly aligned to stated goals and objectives and
that build studentabilitytoreadand comprehendgrade-level
text

« Strategies to gradually increase difficulty as students’ skills
strengthen

» Strategiestosupportstudentacquisitionofknowledge
supporting specific common core standards

« Clear and detailed teacher directions and guidance
for introducing new concepts and skills

* Clear guidance for documenting student progress
toward meeting grade-levelstandards

7d. The materials provide supportfor students with varying
learningstylesand modalities(i.e.,thereareprovisionsfor
print, digital, and other multimedia sources for information
attainment).

7e. The materials include developmentally appropriate
materials and instructional sequences specifically designed
for students in the primary grades (such as role-play, songs,
games, etc.).

EVIDENCE

SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXT/MATERIALS RATING

3 types of manuals for the different components of the program 04) extensive
Language studio and knowledge components integrate and

support on another allowing for time to practice and apply skills @3) sufficient
& vocabulary

Texts get progressively harder, skills progress in an explicit and Oz) some
systematic way at a good pace for reading at grade level by the

end of the year Ol) weak

Materials are all available online as pdf downloads
Could easily be projected on an interactive white boards
Pdf's pages can be exported into Activinspire in order to
annotate easily over them.

Differentiated for all language learning levels, lots of supports for O“) extensive
ELL learners

Visual cards, videos

Nursery rhymes, stories, fables, songs, motions to act out texts 04) extensive
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GUIDING STATEMENTS

7f. The materials include assessments along with:

e Suggestions for next steps to address a spectrum of
performance levels and needs based onassessmentresults

» Opportunities for students to demonstrate their expertise
through the use of performance tasks

« Pieces ofchallengingand complete text thatcanbeused
to assess student understanding and next instructional
steps

» Reading selections and questions that progressin alogical
sequence for gradual release?!

« Enrichmenttasks for students who are ontarget for
meeting grade-levelexpectations

* Steps to take when evidence suggests that students
are starting to fallbehind

SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXT/MATERIALS

Built in checks for understanding to monitor student progress,
formative assessments are daily after each lesson, rubrics
available to proficiency.

Language studio -- includes a formative assessment & a
language proficiency assessment

Domain specific unit assessment
Benchmark assessments to plan instruction/intervention
Teacher observation recording sheets for anecdotal notes

Writing assessment rubrics. -- wish the rubrics had some visual
supports to help with peer review and to differentiate.

OVERALL RATING: O 4)extensive evidence @ 3) sufficient evidence O 2) some evidence O 1) weak evidence

SUMMARY STATEMENT (Explain why the materials received this overall rating):
Teacher friendly, very detailed in lesson plans, online pdf version of all materials

Had an online skills intervention and remediation guide

Lots of differentiation for ELL And ways to challenge students.

Great visual texts to match listening comprehension

Con: lots of students workbooks, don't use all the pages, only a select few. Projectable digital materials are minimal and basic

Integration of Interdisciplinary Content Standards; Building Knowledge Systematically

THEMATIC SPIRAL
[

NGSS NVACSS SEL ELD
[] (]

1. Gradual release: scaffolding of instruction so that students develop the ability to read and complete tasks and assignments independently and proficiently.

EVIDENCE
RATING

@ 4) extensive
O 3) sufficient

O 2) some
O 1) weak
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		SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXTMATERIALSLiterature and Informational Text C1a The texts present rich and embedded relationships between and among characters ideas and concepts that are conveyed through masterful sty l e and structure See exemplars in CCSS Appendix B: Texts are high quality, lots of academic language to build vocabulary,  narratives are chosen to build upon one another across the units, can compare and make connections

Texts are presented as visual images and then as a listening comprehension for the students.  

		SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXTMATERIALSC1b The materials consistently include short challenging and complete texts that contain rich content ideas and academiclanguageworthyofclosereadingSeeexemplarsin CCSS Appendix B: Texts are not meant to be used as a close reading 
However, content is rich with lots of academic vocabulary
Builds knowledge across the grade levels, topics are revised to build more depth 

		C1c The materials consistently provide opportunities to readbothliteraryandinformationaltextsForstudentreading mater i alsin k i ndergartenand gradeonerefertothe A l i gnment Criteria for Foundational Skills 4a4d of this documentReadaloud anchor texts should fall within or above the grades two through three text complexity band: Text are a mix 
Texts are read aloud for listening comprehension. 
Only students texts are the decodable skills readers which are of high interest mostly narrative

Need to supplement with trade books and a leveled library and books that could be used for close reading

		SUMMARY STATEMENT Explain why the materials received this overall rating: The Core Knowledge program does a great job at providing high quality listening comprehension text that build vocabulary and oral language.  Texts are complex and allow for high order thinking and oral discussions 


It is very limited in providing a multiple variety of texts for close reading purposes

		SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXTMATERIALSLiterature and Informational Text 1a The range of materials both print and digital allows teachers and students to explore content that coherently and systematically builds knowledge and vocabulary across subjectsthemesand topicsThisappliesespecially totexts readaloudbytheteacherwhichshouldpromotespeaking andlisteningabouttopicsunderstudyinkindergartenand gradeone See CCSS Appendix B for examples of grade l evel knowledgedemandsTextsetsalsoaddressawidevarietyof studentinterestsandarelikelytofosterindependentreading: Materials are for building knowledge using visual text to promote vocabulary and oral language and listening comprehension 

Variety of topics that all students need to learn in order to build background knowledge. Vocabulary spirals and is revisited across the themes.  Very coherent and systematic in its presentations

Does not have the range of text for implementing a reading workshop or close reading activities. 

		SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXTMATERIALS1b Text sets include a diverse range of h i gh qual i ty cu l tural l y responsive and appropriate topics andthemesTextsfrom diverse cultures reflect the same highquality features that are demanded of all texts: Does not include text sets

		SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXTMATERIALS1cMaterialsincludearich anddiverse sampling ofliterary texts i nc l ud i ng poems and stories with re l evant illustrations: There is a variety of nursery rhymes, fables, traditional tales, informational texts, texts that have narrative characters to teach informational ideas. Great visuals to promote discussions and asking of questions. 

		SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXTMATERIALS1d The range of informational texts include  At least two selections on the same topic  Select i ons with var i ous text features such as headings tablesof contentsglossaries andillustrations: Yes in a listening comprehension format 

Books are not available for student use 

		SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXTMATERIALS1e Student reading materials contain a range of increasingly challenging selections that allow teachers to build students ability to comprehend complex text and expand vocabulary throughout the school year: Listening comprehension texts progressively build and get harder as the year progresses. Topics also progress and get more complex. Text are teacher read aloud not in student hands. 

		SUMMARY STATEMENT Explain why the materials received this overall rating_2: The texts used for listening comprehension and read aloud are of high quality with lots of text dependent questions used for oral discussion. Texts are not provided for the students to have in their own hands. Students readers are limited to a decodable high interest chapter book that does teach comprehension.  

		SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXTMATERIALSLiterature and Informational Text 2a Key Ideas and Details Questions and tasks require students to explicitly attend to the text includingbutnot limited to  Askingandanswer i ngquestionsaboutkeydetailsinthetext  Retelling familiar stories including key details  Ident i fy i ng and describing characters sett i ngs and major events in astory  Identifying the main topic of a text  Describing the connection between two individualsevents or ideas in a text: These standards are covered extensively.  These concepts are revisited and applied through all the units.  Limited to listening comprehension and oral speaking.  Some writing connected as extensions.  

		SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXTMATERIALS2b Craft and Structure Questions and tasks require students to explicitly attend tothetext including but not limited to  Determ i n i ng the meanings of unknown words andphrases in stories poems and informational texts  Recognizing and explaining the differences between common types of text both literary such as storybooks and poems and informational  Namingtheauthorandillustratoranddescribingtheirroles in telling the story or presenting ideas  Recognizingandusingvariousfeaturesininformational texts such as headings or glossar i es to l ocate i nformat i on: Vocabulary instruction very strong 

Reference to narrative and informational text
no use of trade books from different authors and illustrations

Informational text features are limited to images 

		SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXTMATERIALS2c Integration of Knowledge and Ideas Questions and tasks requirestudentstoexplicitlyattendtothetext including but not limitedto  Comparing and contrasting the experiences of characters i n stories  Describing thekeyideas conveyed in illustrations  Identifyingreasonsauthors give to supportpoints andthe similarities between two texts on the same topic: This is all incompatible extensively with the provided listening comprehension texts

Does not incorporate real published books written by a variety of authors and illustrators. 

		SUMMARY STATEMENT Explain why the materials received this overall rating_3: Questions support listening comprehension and reading comprehension that can be applies in other others
Books are not provided for student use
Only decodable readers - which is limited in its questions for developing reading comprehension and diving deep into text

Great as an added bonus to reading and writing workshop instruction to build background knowledge, speaking, listening, and grammar skills.

		SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXTMATERIALS3a Writing assignments are explicitly connected to what students are reading and materials a reorganized to elicit responses to sources in ageappropriate ways This might include activities such as dictation or making pictures to express thoughts in addition to writing with support from the teacher: Starts with lots of oral practice and speaking in complete sentence with proper grammar then as the unit progress, opportunities to write about the texts -- focus tiered vocabulary is revisited and applied to the writing about reading prompts.  -- support given with sentence frames and activity pages. 

Developmentally appropriate ways to respond and challenge students who are ready

Has examples of student writing. 

Includes an assessment rubric for the 3 types of writing 

		SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXTMATERIALS3b Textdependent questions generally create the foundation for students to address culminating writing tasks including  Opinion writing inwhich studentsintroduceatopic or nameabookstateanopinionandsupply areasonforthe opinionusing acombinationof drawingdictatingand writing at the kindergarten level  Informativeexplanatory writing in which students name a topic and supply facts about the topic using a combination ofdrawing dictating and writingatthe kindergarten level  Narrativewritinginwhichstudentsrecounttwoormore appropriately sequencedeventsincluding detailsabout what happened us i ng a combinat i on of draw i ng dictat i ng and writing at the kindergarten level: 2 separate manuals for writing. 
Units 1 & 2 are all opinion
Units 3 & 4 are narrative
Units 5 & 6 are informative
Unit 7 purposeful writing 

Lessons could be used to build a writing workshop model. 
Refers back to texts read aloud in Knowledge component 

		SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXTMATERIALS3c Reading mater i als can serve as models to explore writers craft and support student production of gradelevel opinion informational and narrative writing: Lots of teaching modeling and teacher talk to support mini-lessons -- could easily integrate shared writing, interactive writing into lessons as a way to use balanced literacy. 

		SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXTMATERIALS3d Materials include explicit support to teachers either intheteacherseditionorclassroommaterialsforwriting instruction linked to the kindergarten and grade one writing standards including  Focusing on a topic responding to questions from peers andadding detailstostrengthenwritingas needed  Exploring and starting to use a variety of digital tools to produce and publish writing including in collaboration with peers: Peer feedback -- posters used as a visual guide 
Opportunities to write on topics across time that correlate with background knowledge learning


		SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXTMATERIALS3e Materials provide opportunities and resources for students to participate in shared research and writing projects including  Recalling information from experiences  Gathering information from provided sources: Whole group research embedded into mini-lessons to help students make connections 

Turn and talk opportunities included. Small group activities included. 

		SUMMARY STATEMENT Explain why the materials received this overall rating_4: Writing lessons are very clear and detailed 
Focus on the 3 types of writing
Read alouds are used to support topics
Samples of students writing
Writing is done across time and could be implemented a s a workshop model
Had rubrics and opportunities to add details, edit, publish, and peer edit
Rubrics did not have visual supports for students


		SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXTMATERIALS4a Materials provide teachers with guidance and support for explicitandsystematicinstructionofthekindergartenand gradeoneReadingStandardsfor FoundationalSkillsCCSS including concepts of print phonological awareness letter recognitionphonics wordrecognitionandreading fluencyin a researchbased and transparent progression Refer to CCSS Appendix A for the research detailing the advancement of foundational reading skills: Systematic and explicit. 

All standards are addressed

Strong daily phonemic awareness component. 

Pre writing skills strong to develop fine motor skills 

Hfw limited in number -- need to supplement and add more
HFW are practice in the skills student readers. 

		SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXTMATERIALS4bMaterialsincludeavarietyofopportunitiesthatallow forsystematicandfrequent practiceof all foundational skills through suchfeatures as engagingtexts games digital materials etc: Engaging visual text
Need to supplement with engaging level readers for daily practice

Only includes the skills readers which are a decodable contrived text -- these are of high students interest and great for use for small groups who need extra support in decoding words

Home practice pages to info be families in learning, parent letters to help families practice at home. 

		SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXTMATERIALS4c Mater i a l s provide regu l ar pract i ce in encoding spe l l i ng and decoding reading the sound symbol relationships of English: This is a very strong part in the program -- daily practice as the students learn their sounds

Individual students blending and segmenting folders

Chaining activities for reading and spelling

		SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXTMATERIALS4dMaterialsguidestudentsinreadingemergentreadertexts for kindergarten and gradelevel texts for grade one with purpose and understanding making frequent connections betweentheacquisition offoundationalskills and access to the meaning of texts including a set of textdependent or textspecific questions to check for understanding: Only includes the skills readers

		SUMMARY STATEMENT Explain why the materials received this overall rating_5: The skills program is very explicit and systematic.  It allows for the teacher to add in multi-sensory approaches 
Sound posters do need to be supplemented with a picture 
Very strong daily phonemic awareness. Words are given 
Very strong chaining activities to learn how to decode. 
Handwriting practice component. 
Includes progress monitoring components for intervention and tiered students 

		SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXTMATERIALSConventions of Standard English 5a There is evidence that gradelevel grammar and conventions are addressed using an integrated and contextua l i zed approach i n dai l y i nstruct i on Mater i als and tasksinkindergarten andgradeonearedesignedto help build student understanding and use of  Upperand lowercaseletters  Question words  Recognition and use of end punctuation  Frequently occurr i ng nouns in k i ndergarten and common proper and possessive nouns by grade one  Frequently occurring verbs in kindergarten and use of verbs toconvey past present and futureactions ingrade one  Complete sentence in kindergarten and compound dec l arat i ve i nterrogat i ve i mperat i ve and exc l amatory sentences in gradeone  Capitalizationofthefirstword inasentence in k i ndergarten and of dates and names of people in gradeone  Correct spelling by sounding out simple words phonetically in kindergarten and applying common spelling patterns to spell words in grade one Grade One  Regular plural nouns with matching verbs  Personal possessive and indefinite pronouns  Conjunctions and determiners such as art i c l es or demonstratives  Frequently occurringadjectives: Separate Language Studio component to correlate with the Speaking & Listening Strands in the Knowledge Component 

Language standards forced in the Knowledge (S&L) units 

Upper and lower case in skills component

prepositions, expanding sand producing sentences, conventions, punctuation, capitalization /s/ o r /Es/ is in skills component

Grammar lessons are in the language studio component -- standards bases, explicit, lots of oral language 

		SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXTMATERIALSVocabulary Acquisition and Use 5bThe materialsprovidecontextsupportand strategies for teaching vocabularyacquisition skills including  Identifyingnew meaningsforfamiliar wordsin kindergarten  Us i ng sentencelevel context clues to unlock the meaning of words in grade one  Us i ng frequently occurring i nf l ect i ons and aff i xes as clues to the meaning of words  Usingrootwordssuchaslookandtheirinflectionalforms looks looked looking in grade one: Focus tier 1, tier 2, and tier 3 vocabulary
Lots of opportunities to practice and apply vocabulary orally
Use of frames, visual supports, writing, 

Vocabulary is a high focus on academic language



		SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXTMATERIALS5c The materials provide embedded opportunities for studentstoencounterand developanunderstanding of word relationships and nuances in word meanings: Use of realia and visual supports to develop and apply new vocabulary 

Built in daily -- lots of opportunities to revisit and apply words,  words are revisited across the year throughout the units and built upon with synonyms

Vocabulary words learned are integrated easily to all subject areas throughout the day (reading, science, social studies, writing) 

		SUMMARY STATEMENT Explain why the materials received this overall rating_6: Explicit grammar and vocabulary lessons with lots of opportunities to apply the skills (mostly orally)
Vocabulary for academic language is very strong

		SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXTMATERIALS6a Comprehension and Collaboration Materials provide a frame that guides student participation in academic conversations by  Agreeing onrulesfordiscussiontaking turnsspeaking  Confirming understanding of texts read aloud  Ask i ng and answer i ng questions to c l ar i fy and gather information: The Language Studio portion of the curriculum provides daily opportunities for students to have academic conversations.  They are responding to texts and having class discussions with their peers.  There are daily questions and opportunities for students to ask questions about visual text and answer questions about text that they have heard

		SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXTMATERIALS6b Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas Materials include tasks that promote oral responses in a range of collaborative discussions and support students in  Describing people places things and events  Using visual displays to add details  Speaking audibly and completing sentences: Lots of opportunities to apply their learning of the topics using image cards, vocabulary cards, multiple meaning cards.  Sentence frames are provided.  Daily opportunities to answer questions about a text in complete sentence.  

		SUMMARY STATEMENT Explain why the materials received this overall rating_7: The Language Studio program is a very extensive program to support the speaking and listening standards.  They have daily practice of listing to grade level topics and above grade level text.  Students learn to ask and answer questions and speak with their peers about texts.  This is the strongest component for this program.  Great as a supplement to a balanced literacy program.

		SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXTMATERIALS7a The texts promote differentiated instruction and instructional conversations about text to support student learning of  Academic language  Linguistic frames  Repeatedgrammatical structures and language: Daily practice of having a conversation about grade levels topics and text.  

Embedded differentiation on the side of the manual for different proficiency levels 

Use of sentence frames 

Provides yes/no frames 

Explicit attention to vocabulary 

Has support to challenge students 

		SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXTMATERIALS7b The materials include student supports such as  Multiple digital and media versions of texts  Illustrations  Graphs and charts  Maps and photographs  Visual cuesnotes that draw attention to words in the text thatsignalsequenceoroffercluestomeaning suchas where when and how key events occur: Visual flip books -- also available online as pdf format

Letter cards

Sound spelling cards

Student alphabet cards for hands on blending & segmenting

All images can be used as a strong visual text to differentiate for all types of learners 

		SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXTMATERIALS7c Thematerialsaredesignedto supportteacher instruction by use of  Expl i c i t i nstruct i onal direct i ons accompanied by mater i als that are clearly aligned to stated goals and objectives and that buildstudentabilitytoreadandcomprehendgrade l evel text  Strategies to gradually i ncrease difficulty as students ski l l s strengthen  Strategiestosupportstudentacquisitionofknowledge supporting specific common corestandards  Clear and detailed teacher directions and guidance for introducing new concepts and skills  Clear guidance for documenting student progress toward meeting gradelevelstandards: 3 types of manuals for the different components of the program
Language studio and knowledge components integrate and support on another allowing for time to practice and apply skills & vocabulary

Texts get progressively harder, skills progress in an explicit and systematic way at a good pace for reading at grade level by the end of the year 

Materials are all available online as pdf downloads
Could easily be projected on an interactive white boards
Pdf's pages can be exported into Activinspire in order to annotate easily over them. 

		SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXTMATERIALS7dThe materials provide supportfor students with varying learningstylesand modalitiesiethereareprovisionsfor print digital and other multimedia sources for information attainment: Differentiated for all language learning levels, lots of supports for ELL learners

Visual cards, videos 

		SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXTMATERIALS7e The materials include developmentally appropriate mater i als and i nstruct i ona l sequences specifically designed for students in the pr i mary grades such as roleplay songs games etc: Nursery rhymes, stories, fables, songs, motions to act out texts

		SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXTMATERIALS7f The materials include assessments along with  Suggestions for next steps to address a spectrum of performance l evels and needs based on assessment results  Opportunities for students to demonstrate their expertise through the use of performance tasks  Pieces ofchallengingandcomplete text thatcanbeused to assess student understanding  and next instructional steps  Reading selections and questions that progress in a logica l sequence for gradual release1  Enrichment tasks for students who areon target for meeting gradelevelexpectations  Steps to take when evidence suggests that students are starting to fallbehind: Built in checks for understanding to monitor student progress, formative assessments are daily after each lesson, rubrics available to proficiency. 

Language studio -- includes a formative assessment & a language proficiency assessment 

Domain specific unit assessment

Benchmark assessments to plan instruction/intervention 

Teacher observation recording sheets for anecdotal notes

Writing assessment rubrics. -- wish the rubrics had some visual supports to help with peer review and to differentiate. 

		SUMMARY STATEMENT Explain why the materials received this overall rating_8: Teacher friendly, very detailed in lesson plans, online pdf version of all materials
Had an online skills intervention and remediation guide 
Lots of differentiation for ELL And ways to challenge students. 
Great visual texts to match listening comprehension 

Con:  lots of students workbooks, don't use all the pages, only a select few.  Projectable digital materials are minimal and basic
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Textbook and Instructional Material Evaluation Rubric Form-
English Language Arts

Instructional materials are designed for use by students and teachers as a learning resource for students to acquire

essential knowledge, skills, abilities, and dispositions. This includes print and non-print materials, including
comprehensive/core textbooks, supplemental materials, Web-based and electronic textbooks, and assessments.

Title: Core Knowledge Language Author(s): Publisher(s): Amplify
Copyright Date: 2017 Subject/Grade Level: Kindergarten

Student ISBN:
Teacher Edition ISBN:

Instructions: Use the tables below to determine if the Textbook or Instructional material meets each criteria.

Organization

Criteria 2 1
Meets | Inadequate

Comments

1. Material provides a useful table of
contents, glossary, supplemental pages, and 2
index.

2. Layout is consistent; chapters/units are
arranged logically; and allow access through 2
multiple modalities.

3. Teacher edition contains interesting
introductions and a list of prerequisites skills 2
for each chapter.
4. Material contains examples, explanations, )
and/or online resources to the depth and
breadth of the Nevada Academic Content
Standards.

5. Information is accurate, current, and 2
research-based.

6. Focus of academic and domain specific
vocabulary is prevalent throughout reading, Vocab, speaking, Iistening very strong
writing, listening, and speaking.
7. Size and format of print is appropriate. 2

8. Format is Visua”y appea"ng & intereSting- 1 Very detailed but simple, could see some teachers not liking the format

9. Material provides Smarter Balanced
assessment type questions and/or 1
performance-based tasks.

10. Electronic and interactive format

available. 1 D|g|ta| pdf'S Only
Other:
Total Organization: 12 3

English Language Arts Content

1
Nevada Department of Education July 2, 2013 Textbook and Instructional Material Adoption Form
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Criteria 2 1

Comments

Meets | Inadequate
11. Materials focus on the knowledge, skills, and
abilities (KSASs) appropriate to the grade level. 2
12. Material demonstrates coherence and rigor of 2
KSAs appropriate to grade level.
13. Real-world applications are relevant to the
students. 1 Main focus to build content area knowledge & vocab
14. Information and directions are clearly written and 2
explained.

15. Tasks are aligned to the anchor standards of the
Nevada Academic Content Standards.

N

16. Non-text content (maps, graphs, pictures, etc.) are
accurate, authentic, and well integrated into the 1
instructional material.

17. Lessons/tasks are interdisciplinary when
appropriate.

18. Tasks apply to the diversity of students and their
abilities, interests, and learning styles.

19. Questions and tasks encourage the development
and application of higher-level thinking skills.

20. Teacher edition includes questioning strategies
and/or questions to check for understanding at all
Depth of Knowledge (DOK) levels.

21. Teacher edition includes formative
assessment/evaluation tools and processes.

22. Material adheres to the text complexity at each
grade level outlined by the Nevada Academic Content
Standards.

23. Material provides access to or demonstrates
concepts in multiple ways, allowing for a variety of
student responses.

24. Tasks have a purpose, aligned to a skill or concept
at grade level.

NN INDIDIN (NdNIND

25. Range and quality of text at each grade level is
addressed with a well-balanced representation of 1
literary and informational texts.

26. Material includes application of skills and 2
concepts at grade level.

27. Material makes it clear that student writing is a
key task (argument, informative, response to audience 2
and purpose, short focused research).

28. Content includes 21 Century skill development

such as collaboration, creative thinking, and problem 2 Strong in collaboration with peers
solving.
Other:
Total ELA Content Criteria: 30 3
Inclusion
2
Nevada Department of Education July 2, 2013 Textbook and Instructional Material Adoption Form
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Criteria

2 1

Meets | Inadequate

Comments

29. Material reflects a variety of ways to
differentiate instruction and model content to
support all learners.

30. Material reflects sensitivity with regard
to gender, race/ethnicity, religion, socio-
economic status, intellectual, and physical
abilities.

31. Material includes access to a multilingual
glossary.

32. Material provides resources for students
with disabilities and English Language
Learners aligned to grade level content.

33. Material is available for students with
visual impairments via a NIMAS file on the
NIMAC system.

Unknown

Other:

Total Inclusion Criteria:

Alignment

Criteria

2 1

Meets | Inadequate Comments

34. Material content aligns to
district/organization curriculum.

35. Material content aligns with college and
career readiness skills (Nevada Academic
Content Standards).

36. Material is a useful resource in preparing
students to meet the requirements of the
Nevada Academic Content Standards and
statewide assessments.

Great skills, and speaking for and listening components
for building knowledges, lacks the range of genres and
texts that are put into the hands of students

Other:

Total Alignment Criteria:

Total Score for ELA Textbook or Instructional Material: 50

Nevada Department of Education

N
S oo

July 2, 2013

Textbook and Instructional Material Adoption Form
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		2 Meets1 Material provides a useful table of contents glossary supplemental pages and index: 2

		1 Inadequate1 Material provides a useful table of contents glossary supplemental pages and index: 

		Comments1 Material provides a useful table of contents glossary supplemental pages and index: 

		2 Meets2 Layout is consistent chaptersunits are arranged logically and allow access through multiple modalities: 2

		1 Inadequate2 Layout is consistent chaptersunits are arranged logically and allow access through multiple modalities: 

		Comments2 Layout is consistent chaptersunits are arranged logically and allow access through multiple modalities: 

		2 Meets3 Teacher edition contains interesting introductions and a list of prerequisites skills for each chapter: 2

		1 Inadequate3 Teacher edition contains interesting introductions and a list of prerequisites skills for each chapter: 

		Comments3 Teacher edition contains interesting introductions and a list of prerequisites skills for each chapter: 

		2 Meets4 Material contains examples explanations andor online resources to the depth and breadth of the Nevada Academic Content Standards: 2

		1 Inadequate4 Material contains examples explanations andor online resources to the depth and breadth of the Nevada Academic Content Standards: 

		Comments4 Material contains examples explanations andor online resources to the depth and breadth of the Nevada Academic Content Standards: 

		2 Meets5 Information is accurate current and researchbased: 2

		1 Inadequate5 Information is accurate current and researchbased: 

		Comments5 Information is accurate current and researchbased: 

		2 Meets6 Focus of academic and domain specific vocabulary is prevalent throughout reading writing listening and speaking: 

		1 Inadequate6 Focus of academic and domain specific vocabulary is prevalent throughout reading writing listening and speaking: 

		Comments6 Focus of academic and domain specific vocabulary is prevalent throughout reading writing listening and speaking: Vocab, speaking, listening very strong

		2 Meets7 Size and format of print is appropriate: 2

		1 Inadequate7 Size and format of print is appropriate: 

		Comments7 Size and format of print is appropriate: 

		2 Meets8 Format is visually appealing  interesting: 

		1 Inadequate8 Format is visually appealing  interesting: 1

		Comments8 Format is visually appealing  interesting: Very detailed but simple, could see some teachers not liking the format 

		2 Meets9 Material provides Smarter Balanced assessment type questions andor performancebased tasks: 

		1 Inadequate9 Material provides Smarter Balanced assessment type questions andor performancebased tasks: 1

		Comments9 Material provides Smarter Balanced assessment type questions andor performancebased tasks: 

		2 Meets10 Electronic and interactive format available: 

		1 Inadequate10 Electronic and interactive format available: 1

		Comments10 Electronic and interactive format available: Digital pdf's only 

		2 MeetsOther: 

		1 InadequateOther: 

		CommentsOther: 

		2 MeetsTotal Organization: 12

		1 InadequateTotal Organization: 3

		CommentsTotal Organization: 

		2 Meets11 Materials focus on the knowledge skills and abilities KSAs appropriate to the grade level: 2

		1 Inadequate11 Materials focus on the knowledge skills and abilities KSAs appropriate to the grade level: 

		Comments11 Materials focus on the knowledge skills and abilities KSAs appropriate to the grade level: 

		2 Meets12 Material demonstrates coherence and rigor of KSAs appropriate to grade level: 2

		1 Inadequate12 Material demonstrates coherence and rigor of KSAs appropriate to grade level: 

		Comments12 Material demonstrates coherence and rigor of KSAs appropriate to grade level: 

		2 Meets13 Realworld applications are relevant to the students: 

		1 Inadequate13 Realworld applications are relevant to the students: 1

		Comments13 Realworld applications are relevant to the students: Main focus to build content area knowledge & vocab

		2 Meets14 Information and directions are clearly written and explained: 2

		1 Inadequate14 Information and directions are clearly written and explained: 

		Comments14 Information and directions are clearly written and explained: 

		2 Meets15 Tasks are aligned to the anchor standards of the Nevada Academic Content Standards: 2

		1 Inadequate15 Tasks are aligned to the anchor standards of the Nevada Academic Content Standards: 

		Comments15 Tasks are aligned to the anchor standards of the Nevada Academic Content Standards: 

		2 Meets16 Nontext content maps graphs pictures etc are accurate authentic and well integrated into the instructional material: 

		1 Inadequate16 Nontext content maps graphs pictures etc are accurate authentic and well integrated into the instructional material: 1

		Comments16 Nontext content maps graphs pictures etc are accurate authentic and well integrated into the instructional material: 

		2 Meets17 Lessonstasks are interdisciplinary when appropriate: 2

		1 Inadequate17 Lessonstasks are interdisciplinary when appropriate: 

		Comments17 Lessonstasks are interdisciplinary when appropriate: 

		2 Meets18 Tasks apply to the diversity of students and their abilities interests and learning styles: 2

		1 Inadequate18 Tasks apply to the diversity of students and their abilities interests and learning styles: 

		Comments18 Tasks apply to the diversity of students and their abilities interests and learning styles: 

		2 Meets19 Questions and tasks encourage the development and application of higherlevel thinking skills: 2

		1 Inadequate19 Questions and tasks encourage the development and application of higherlevel thinking skills: 

		Comments19 Questions and tasks encourage the development and application of higherlevel thinking skills: 

		2 Meets20 Teacher edition includes questioning strategies andor questions to check for understanding at all Depth of Knowledge DOK levels: 2

		1 Inadequate20 Teacher edition includes questioning strategies andor questions to check for understanding at all Depth of Knowledge DOK levels: 

		Comments20 Teacher edition includes questioning strategies andor questions to check for understanding at all Depth of Knowledge DOK levels: 

		2 Meets21 Teacher edition includes formative assessmentevaluation tools and processes: 2

		1 Inadequate21 Teacher edition includes formative assessmentevaluation tools and processes: 

		Comments21 Teacher edition includes formative assessmentevaluation tools and processes: 

		2 Meets22 Material adheres to the text complexity at each grade level outlined by the Nevada Academic Content Standards: 2

		1 Inadequate22 Material adheres to the text complexity at each grade level outlined by the Nevada Academic Content Standards: 

		Comments22 Material adheres to the text complexity at each grade level outlined by the Nevada Academic Content Standards: 

		2 Meets23 Material provides access to or demonstrates concepts in multiple ways allowing for a variety of student responses: 2

		1 Inadequate23 Material provides access to or demonstrates concepts in multiple ways allowing for a variety of student responses: 

		Comments23 Material provides access to or demonstrates concepts in multiple ways allowing for a variety of student responses: 

		2 Meets24 Tasks have a purpose aligned to a skill or concept at grade level: 2

		1 Inadequate24 Tasks have a purpose aligned to a skill or concept at grade level: 

		Comments24 Tasks have a purpose aligned to a skill or concept at grade level: 

		2 Meets25 Range and quality of text at each grade level is addressed with a wellbalanced representation of literary and informational texts: 

		1 Inadequate25 Range and quality of text at each grade level is addressed with a wellbalanced representation of literary and informational texts: 1

		Comments25 Range and quality of text at each grade level is addressed with a wellbalanced representation of literary and informational texts: 

		2 Meets26 Material includes application of skills and concepts at grade level: 2

		1 Inadequate26 Material includes application of skills and concepts at grade level: 

		Comments26 Material includes application of skills and concepts at grade level: 

		2 Meets27 Material makes it clear that student writing is a key task argument informative response to audience and purpose short focused research: 2

		1 Inadequate27 Material makes it clear that student writing is a key task argument informative response to audience and purpose short focused research: 

		Comments27 Material makes it clear that student writing is a key task argument informative response to audience and purpose short focused research: 

		2 Meets28 Content includes 21st Century skill development such as collaboration creative thinking and problem solving: 2

		1 Inadequate28 Content includes 21st Century skill development such as collaboration creative thinking and problem solving: 

		Comments28 Content includes 21st Century skill development such as collaboration creative thinking and problem solving: Strong in collaboration with peers

		Other_2: 

		2 MeetsOther_2: 

		1 InadequateOther_2: 

		CommentsOther_2: 

		2 MeetsTotal ELA Content Criteria: 30

		1 InadequateTotal ELA Content Criteria: 3

		CommentsTotal ELA Content Criteria: 

		2 Meets29 Material reflects a variety of ways to differentiate instruction and model content to support all learners: 2

		1 Inadequate29 Material reflects a variety of ways to differentiate instruction and model content to support all learners: 

		Comments29 Material reflects a variety of ways to differentiate instruction and model content to support all learners: 

		2 Meets30 Material reflects sensitivity with regard to gender raceethnicity religion socio economic status intellectual and physical abilities: 

		1 Inadequate30 Material reflects sensitivity with regard to gender raceethnicity religion socio economic status intellectual and physical abilities: 1

		Comments30 Material reflects sensitivity with regard to gender raceethnicity religion socio economic status intellectual and physical abilities: 

		2 Meets31 Material includes access to a multilingual glossary: 

		1 Inadequate31 Material includes access to a multilingual glossary: 1

		Comments31 Material includes access to a multilingual glossary: 

		2 Meets32 Material provides resources for students with disabilities and English Language Learners aligned to grade level content: 2

		1 Inadequate32 Material provides resources for students with disabilities and English Language Learners aligned to grade level content: 

		Comments32 Material provides resources for students with disabilities and English Language Learners aligned to grade level content: 

		2 Meets33 Material is available for students with visual impairments via a NIMAS file on the NIMAC system: 

		1 Inadequate33 Material is available for students with visual impairments via a NIMAS file on the NIMAC system: 1

		Comments33 Material is available for students with visual impairments via a NIMAS file on the NIMAC system: Unknown 

		Other_3: 

		2 MeetsOther_3: 

		1 InadequateOther_3: 

		CommentsOther_3: 

		2 MeetsTotal Inclusion Criteria: 4

		1 InadequateTotal Inclusion Criteria: 3

		CommentsTotal Inclusion Criteria: 

		2 Meets34 Material content aligns to districtorganization curriculum: 2

		1 Inadequate34 Material content aligns to districtorganization curriculum: 

		Comments34 Material content aligns to districtorganization curriculum: 

		2 Meets35 Material content aligns with college and career readiness skills Nevada Academic Content Standards: 2

		1 Inadequate35 Material content aligns with college and career readiness skills Nevada Academic Content Standards: 

		Comments35 Material content aligns with college and career readiness skills Nevada Academic Content Standards: 

		2 Meets36 Material is a useful resource in preparing students to meet the requirements of the Nevada Academic Content Standards and statewide assessments: 

		1 Inadequate36 Material is a useful resource in preparing students to meet the requirements of the Nevada Academic Content Standards and statewide assessments: 1

		Comments36 Material is a useful resource in preparing students to meet the requirements of the Nevada Academic Content Standards and statewide assessments: Great skills, and speaking for and listening components for building knowledges, lacks the range of genres and texts that are put into the hands of students 

		Other_4: 

		2 MeetsOther_4: 

		1 InadequateOther_4: 

		CommentsOther_4: 

		2 MeetsTotal Alignment Criteria: 4

		1 InadequateTotal Alignment Criteria: 

		CommentsTotal Alignment Criteria: 

		Total Score for ELA Textbook or Instructional Material: 50

		Title: Core Knowledge Language Arts

		Author(s): 

		Publishers: Amplify

		Copyright Date: 2017

		Subject/Grade Level: Kindergarten

		Student ISBN: 

		Teacher Edition ISBN: 

		Other: 
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COMPONENT 1: TEXT COMPLEXITY

Assessing text complexity in kindergarten and grade one is more a qualitative than quantitative process. The guiding statements
provided in this section will examine text complexity in order to differentiate quality and richness among the texts—particularly
anchor texts—WCSD is considering for adoption. Anchor texts are materials designed to serve as the central unifying tool for the
development of reading comprehension. While evaluations of text complexity formally begin with grade two, student reading
materials, texts, and other materials in kindergarten and grade one need to create the conditions for rich and robust discussion and
writing for ALL students (struggling readers, students with identified academic disabilities, English Learners, students who are

performing at grade level, and advanced students).

GUIDING STATEMENTS SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXT/MATERIALS

Literature and Informational Text Knowledge units are thematic and provide multiple read aloud
texts along a similar theme. Student readers are like chapter

Cla. Thetexts presentrich and embedded relationships books so the same character is in multiple chapters.

between and among characters, ideas, and concepts that
are conveyed through masterful style and structure. (See
exemplars in CCSS, AppendixB.)

C1b. The materials consistently include short, challenging, and Read aloud texts are complete and have some rich content.

complete texts that contain rich content, ideas, and
academiclanguageworthyofclosereading. (Seeexemplarsin
CCSS, AppendixB.)

EVIDENCE
RATING

4) extensive

@ 3) sufficient
O 2) some
O 1) weak

O 4) extensive
@ 3) sufficient
O 2) some

O 1) weak

ELA/LITERACY GRADE-LEVEL INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS EVALUATION TOOL: QUALITY REVIEW GRADE K-1
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C1lc. The materials consistently provide opportunities to Read aloud texts seem to be a mixture of literary and

readbothliterary andinformationaltexts. For studentreading informational. Of the 7 student texts, only 1 was non-fiction.
materialsin kindergartenand grade one, refertothe Alignment

Criteria for Foundational Skills (4a-4d of this

document).Read- aloud anchor texts should fall within or

above the grades two through three text complexity band.

OVERALL RATING: O 4) extensive evidence O 3) sufficient evidence @ 2) some evidence O 1) weak evidence

SUMMARY STATEMENT (Explain why the materials received this overall rating):

O 4) extensive
O 3) sufficient

@ 2) some
O 1) weak

ELA/LITERACY GRADE-LEVEL INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS EVALUATION TOOL: QUALITY REVIEW GRADE K-1





COMPONENT 2: QUESTIONS AND TASKS

At least 80% of all questions in the submission are high-quality text-dependent and text-specific questions. The overwhelming
majority of these questions reference specific text and draw students’ attention to the text they are reading. Text-dependent
guestions that address the kindergarten and grade one standards will be described in greater depth in Alignment Criterion 1.

ALIGNMENT CRITERION|: RANGE AND QUALITY OF TEXTS

Materials must reflect a wide range of text types and genres, as required by the standards. In kindergarten and grade one, and
across all other grade levels, there should be ample texts on topics that can support sustained study. Knowledge built at one grade
level should be expanded in other grade levels. Topics should take into account individual student academic needs and interests in
order to foster independent reading. It is also imperative that the included topics and themes are compelling enough to read multiple
times and are aligned to district needs. Pay particular attention to the guidance provided in Appendix B of the Common Core State

Standards.

GUIDING STATEMENTS SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXT/MATERIALS

Literature and Informational Text

la. The range of materials, both print and digital, allows
teachers and students to explore content that coherently
and systematically builds knowledge and vocabulary across
subjects,themes,and topics. Thisappliesespecially totexts
readaloudbytheteacher,whichshould promote speaking
andlisteningabouttopicsunderstudyinkindergartenand
grade one. (See CCSS Appendix B for examples of grade-level
knowledgedemands.) Textsetsalsoaddressawide variety of
studentinterests,andarelikelytofosterindependentreading.

1b. Textsets include a diverse range of high quality, culturally-  All texts provided are written by the publisher. There are no

responsive and appropriate topics and themes. Textsfrom additional trade books provided or recommended. | feel this
diverse cultures reflect the same high-quality featuresthat  limits the range of diversity one would get from reading many
are demanded of all texts. books in different formats by many different authors.

EVIDENCE
RATING

o
@ s
O 2) some
O v weak

O 4) extensive
O 3) sufficient
@ 2) some

O 1) weak

ELA/LITERACY GRADE-LEVEL INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS EVALUATION TOOL: QUALITY REVIEW GRADE K-1
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GUIDING STATEMENTS SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXT/MATERIALS

1c. Materialsinclude arichand diverse sampling of literary | did not see evidence of poems, songs or articles.
texts, including poems and stories with relevant illustrations.

1d. The range of informational texts include: Student non-fiction materials did not have text features. Non-
fiction read aloud about the human body had headings and
illustrations but no table of contents, glossary, captions, etc.
There was no evidence of "shared reading" selections where
students would be directed to notice text features.

At least two selections on the same topic

« Selections with various text features such as headings,
tables of contents, glossaries, andillustrations

1le. Student reading materials contain a range of Student readers were heavily focused on the skill of decoding
increasingly challenging selections that allow teachers to and other reading strategies were not evident in the lesson
build students’ ability to comprehend complex text and  plans. Read alouds were designed to expand vocabulary.
expand vocabulary throughout the school year.

EVIDENCE
RATING

O 4) extensive
O 3) sufficient
@ 2) some

O 1) weak
O 4) extensive

O 3) sufficient
O 2) some

@ 1) weak
O 4) extensive

O 3) sufficient
@ 2) some
O 1) weak

OVERALL RATING: 704)extensiveevidencg O 3) sufficientevidence @ 2) some evidence O 1) weak evidence

SUMMARY STATEMENT (Explain why the materials received this overall rating):

ELA/LITERACY GRADE-LEVEL INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS EVALUATION TOOL: QUALITY REVIEW GRADE K-1





ALIGNMENT CRITERION Il. QUESTIONS AND TASKS SUPPORT STUDENT LEARNING

Questions posed to students in the materials under review should support student learning in building reading comprehension, in
finding and producing the textual evidence to support responses, and in developing grade-level academic language. Texts for
kindergarten and grade one students must include text-dependent questions that require the use of higher order thinking skills. There
should be a range of questions that require students to attend to the author’s language as his/her vehicle for conveying meaning, as
well as to support specific inferences with explicit details from the text. Most questions should require that the student refer to the text
in several places in order to devise an answer—rather than asking only literal, “right there” types of questions (CCSS).

GUIDING STATEMENTS SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXT/MATERIALS E\F/elR'Er':SE;
Literature and Informational Text O 4) extensive
2a. Key ldeas and Details. Questions and tasks o
require students to explicitly attend to the text, @ 3) sufficient

including, butnot limited to:

+ Askingandansweringquestionsaboutkeydetailsinthetext O 2) some
Retelling familiar stories, including key details

Identifying and describing characters, settings, and major

events in astory O 1) weak
Identifying the main topic of a text

Describing the connection between two individuals, events,

or ideas in a text

2b. Craft and Structure. Questions and tasks require | saw a lot of lessons defining and reviewing vocabulary words O 4) extensive
students to explicitly attend tothe text, including, butnot ~ for students but | did not see lessons where students were
limited to: figuring out meanings of words themselves. | did not see O 3) sufficient
« Determining the meanings of unknown words andphrases ~ OPPOrtunities to recognize and explain the differences between

in stories, poems, and informational texts types of texts as all texts were formatted the same way. @ )
« Recognizing and explaining the differences between ) some

common types of text both literary (such as storybooks

and poems) and informational O 1) weak
< Namingtheauthorandillustratorand describingtheirroles

in telling the story or presenting ideas
» Recognizingandusingvariousfeaturesininformational

texts (such as headings or glossaries) to locate information

ELA/LITERACY GRADE-LEVEL INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS EVALUATION TOOL: QUALITY REVIEW GRADE K-1 6
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GUIDING STATEMENTS

SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXT/MATERIALS

EVIDENCE
RATING

2c. Integration of Knowledge and Ideas. Questions and
tasks require studentsto explicitly attend to the text,
including, but not limitedto:

« Comparing and contrasting the experiences of characters in
stories

 Describingthe keyideas conveyed inillustrations

* Identifyingreasonsauthors give to supportpoints andthe
similarities between two texts on the same topic

04) extensive

OVERALL RATING: O 4)extensive evidence @ 3)sufficient evidence O 2) some evidence O 1) weak evidence

SUMMARY STATEMENT (Explain why the materials received this overall rating):

ELA/LITERACY GRADE-LEVEL INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS EVALUATION TOOL: QUALITY REVIEW GRADE K-1






ALIGNMENT CRITERIONIII. WRITINGTOSOURCESANDRESEARCH

The writing standards for each grade level highlight distinctive expectations about student writing. In kindergarten and grade one,
students perform age-appropriate writing tasks and assignments with support and guidance from the teacher. For details on text
types and purposes, production and distribution of writing, research to build and present knowledge, and the range of writing in
kindergarten and grade one, see the Common Core State Standards for English Language Arts and Literacy. The metrics below show
key characteristics to look for in your review of materials.

GUIDING STATEMENTS

SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXT/MATERIALS

3a. Writing assignments are explicitly connected to what Many short writing or drawing prompts directly related to the

students are reading, and materials a reorganized to
elicit responses to sources in age-appropriate ways.
This might include activities such as dictation or making
pictures to express thoughts in addition to writing, with
support from the teacher.

3b. Text-dependent questions generally create the foundation

for students to address culminating writing tasks, including:

« Opinionwriting, inwhich studentsintroduce atopic or
name abook, state an opinion, and supply areasonforthe
opinion (using acombination of drawing, dictating, and
writing at the kindergarten level)

« Informative/explanatory writing, in which students name a
topic and supply facts aboutthe topic (using a combination
of drawing, dictating, and writing atthe kindergarten level)

 Narrativewriting,inwhich studentsrecounttwoormore
appropriately sequenced events, including details about
what happened (using a combination of drawing, dictating,
and writing at the kindergarten level)

3c. Reading materials can serve as models to explore writer's
craftand support student production of grade-level opinion,
informational, and narrative writing.

read aloud.

Explicit teaching for these three genres was not evident in the
program. However, there is a "companion" Writing Studio
product that has lessons specific to each genre. These lessons
are very general about each genre, not going deep into writing
techniques for each. They are mostly writing prompts, not much
opportunity for student choice.

Read aloud materials have language that could serve as a
model for writing. There do not seem to be lessons on author's
craft that direct students to look at the reading as a model.

EVIDENCE
RATING

O 4) extensive
@ 3) sufficient

O 2) some

O 1) weak
O 4) extensive

O 3) sufficient
@ 2) some
O 1) weak

O 4) extensive
O 3) sufficient

@ 2) some
O 1) weak

ELA/LITERACY GRADE-LEVEL INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS EVALUATION TOOL: QUALITY REVIEW GRADE K-1
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EVIDENCE

GUIDING STATEMENTS SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXT/MATERIALS RATING
3d. Materialsinclude explicit supporttoteachers, either O 4) extensive
intheteacher’'seditionor classroom materials, forwriting
instruction linkedtothe kindergarten and grade one writing O 3) sufficient
standards, including:
 Focusing on a topic, responding to questions from 5

peers, and adding detailsto strengthenwriting as O ) some
needed
« Exploring and startingto use a variety of digital @ 1) weak
tools to produce and publish writing, including in
collaboration with peers
3e. Materials provide opportunities and resources O 4) extensive
for students to participate in shared research and
writing projects, including: O 3) sufficient
» Recalling information from experiences ,
» Gathering information from provided sources O 2) some

@ 1) weak

OVERALL RATING: O 4)extensive evidence O 3)sufficient evidence @2) some evidence Ol) weak evidence

SUMMARY STATEMENT (Explain why the materials received this overall rating):

ELA/LITERACY GRADE-LEVEL INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS EVALUATION TOOL: QUALITY REVIEW GRADE K-1





ALIGNMENT CRITERION IV: FOUNDATIONAL SKILLS

Effective instruction on foundational skills in kindergarten and grade one includes explicit and systematic lessons and diagnostic
support in concepts of print, the alphabetic principle, phonics, phonological awareness, vocabulary development and word
recognition, syntax, and reading fluency. Students must be able to recognize and pronounce words fluently in order to focus on the
major goal of reading, which is comprehension. Building these foundational skills must be contextualized within the materials.

EVIDENCE

GUIDING STATEMENTS SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXT/MATERIALS RATING

4a. Materials provide teachers with guidance and supportfor | Heavy focus on phonics, especially blending and segmenting O 4) extensive
explicitand systematicinstruction ofthekindergartenand  words. Many worksheets, a lot of phonics work in isolation.

grade one Reading Standards for Foundational Skills (CCSS), @ 3) sufficient
including concepts of print, phonological awareness,

letter recognition, phonics, wordrecognition, andreading

fluencyin a research-based and transparent progression. O 2) some
(Refer to CCSS Appendix A for the research detailing the

advancement of foundational reading skills.) O 1) weak
4h.Materialsinclude avariety of opportunitiesthatallow Very small amount of student reading, low volume of text read in O 4) extensive
for systematic andfrequent practice ofall foundational small group or independently. Also no shared reading. Majority

skillsthrough such features as engaging texts, games, digital of ELA time spent in whole group either working with letters and O 3) sufficient
materials, etc. words in isolation or listening to a read aloud.

@ 2) some
O 1) weak
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EVIDENCE

GUIDING STATEMENTS SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXT/MATERIALS RATING
4c. Materials provide regular practice in encoding (spelling) O 4) extensive
and decoding (reading) the sound symbol relationships
of English. @ 3) sufficient

O 2) some
O 1) weak

4d. Materials guide studentsinreadingemergentreadertexts = Main focus is on the skill of decoding. Student texts are 4) extensive

for kindergarten and grade-level texts for grade one with controlled for recently taught phonics. Recent or "tricky" phonics

purpose and understanding, making frequent connections  patterns are actually bolded or underlined in the student texts. O 3) sufficient
betweenthe acquisition offoundational skillsand access

to the meaning of texts (including a set of text-dependent

or text-specific questions to check for understanding). @ 2) some

O 1) weak

OVERALL RATING: O 4)extensive evidence O 3) sufficient evidence @2) some evidence O 1) weak evidence

SUMMARY STATEMENT (Explain why the materials received this overall rating):

ELA/LITERACY GRADE-LEVEL INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS EVALUATION TOOL: QUALITY REVIEW GRADE K-1
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ALIGNMENT CRITERION V: LANGUAGE

The Common Core State Standards for language focus on ensuring that students gain adequate mastery of a range of language
skills and applications. Students are expected to meet each year’s grade-specific standards and retain or further develop skills and

knowledge (CCSS).
EVIDENCE
GUIDING STATEMENTS SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXT/MATERIALS RATING
Conventions of Standard English | did not see lessons specific to these language standards. (O extensive
5a. There is evidence that grade-level grammar and .
conventions are addressed using an integrated and O 3) sufficient

contextualized approach in daily instruction. Materialsand
tasksinkindergartenandgrade one aredesignedto help O 2) some
build student understanding and use of:
« Upper- and lower-caseletters
e Question words @ 1) weak
» Recognition and use of end punctuation
« Frequently occurring nouns in kindergarten, and common,
proper, and possessive nouns by grade one
* Frequently occurring verbs in kindergarten, and use of verbs
toconvey past, present, and future actionsingrade
one
» Complete sentence in kindergarten, and compound
declarative, interrogative, imperative, and exclamatory
sentences in gradeone
 Capitalizationofthefirstword inasentence in
kindergarten, and of dates and names of people in
grade one
« Correct spelling, by sounding out simple words
phonetically inkindergarten and applyingcommon
spelling patternsto spell words in grade one

Grade One

* Regular plural nouns, with matching verbs

» Personal, possessive, and indefinite pronouns

« Conjunctions and determiners, such as articles or
demonstratives

» Frequently occurringadjectives

ELA/LITERACY GRADE-LEVEL INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS EVALUATION TOOL: QUALITY REVIEW GRADE K-1
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EVIDENCE

GUIDING STATEMENTS SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXT/MATERIALS RATING
Vocabulary Acquisition and Use O 4) extensive
5b.The materialsprovidecontext,support,and strategies
for teaching vocabulary acquisition skills, including: O 3) sufficient
« Identifyingnewmeaningsforfamiliarwordsinkindergarten
« Using sentence-level context clues to unlock the
meaning of words in grade one O 2) some

« Using frequently occurring inflections and affixes as clues

to the meaning of words @ 1) weak
 Usingrootwords(suchaslook)andtheirinflectionalforms

(looks, looked, looking) in grade one

. . o 4) extensive
5c¢. The materials provide embedded opportunities for O )
studentstoencounterand develop anunderstanding of

word relationships and nuancesinword meanings. O 3) sufficient

@ 2) some
O 1) weak

OVERALL RATING: O 4)extensive evidence O 3)sufficient evidence O 2) some evidence @ 1) weak evidence

SUMMARY STATEMENT (Explain why the materials received this overall rating):
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ALIGNMENT CRITERIONVI: SPEAKINGANDLISTENING

To be CCSS-aligned, speaking and listening must be integrated into lessons, items, and tasks. These must reflect a progression

of communication skills required for eventual college- and career-readiness, as outlined in the standards. If

kindergarten and grade one students are able to listen to others, discuss what they are learning, and voice their own confusion or
misunderstandings, their learning becomes deeper and more meaningful. They are exposed, at this level, to points of view that may
differ from their own, and they learn how to agree and disagree, express their own thoughts, and ask questions when they don't
understand or need more clarification.

GUIDING STATEMENTS SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXT/MATERIALS E\FQ,E\'EI"I\ISES
6a. Comprehension and Collaboration. Materials provide Many opportunities for student discussion during read alouds. 04) extensive
a frame that guides student participation in Specific suggestions for speaking frames.
academic conversations by: @ 3) sufficient
« Agreeingonrulesfordiscussion, taking turns speaking
 Confirming understanding of texts read aloud O 2) some
* Asking and answering questions to clarify and gather

information
O 1) weak
4) extensi

6b. Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas. Materials include O ) extensive
tasks that promote oral responses in a range of
collaborative discussions, and support students in: @ 3) sufficient
« Describing people, places, things, and events
* Using visual displays to add details
» Speaking audibly and completing sentences O 2) some

O 1) weak

OVERALL RATING: _O4)extensive evidence @ 3)sufficient evidence O 2) some_]evidence Ol) weak evidence

SUMMARY STATEMENT (Explain why the materials received this overall rating):
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ALIGNMENT CRITERION VII: SCAFFOLDING AND SUPPORTS

While scaffolds are not a part of the standards themselves, it is important to support teachers in meeting the needs of the range of
students in their classrooms. In order to meet the reading, speaking, and writing needs of all kindergarten and grade one students,
the materials must include supports for students to apply concepts of print, phonics, vocabulary development, syntax, and fluency in
comprehending texts. Supports and scaffolds should draw students back to the text and provide strategies for vocabulary acquisition.
All scaffolding and supports require ongoing formal and informal assessments that provide multiple opportunities for students to

demonstrate their proficiency and inform instruction.

Scaffolding is not just intended for struggling students, but also for students who are ready for above grade- level work. As text
complexity increases, and tasks get increasingly challenging, the need for appropriate scaffolds for above grade- level access is

equally important.

GUIDING STATEMENTS

SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXT/MATERIALS

EVIDENCE
RATING

7a. The texts promote differentiated instruction and
instructional conversations about textto support student
learning of:

» Academiclanguage
* Linguistic frames
» Repeated grammatical structures and language

O 4) extensive
@ 3) sufficient

O 2) some
O 1) weak

7b. The materials include student supports such as:
» Multiple digital and media versions of texts
lllustrations

Graphs and charts

Maps and photographs

Visual cues/notes that draw attention to words in
the text thatsignalsequence oroffercluestomeaning
(suchas where, when, and how key events occur)

Flip books and picture cards

O 4) extensive
@ 3) sufficient

O 2) some
O 1) weak

ELA/LITERACY GRADE-LEVEL INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS EVALUATION TOOL: QUALITY REVIEW GRADE K-1
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GUIDING STATEMENTS SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXT/MATERIALS
7c. Thematerialsaredesignedto supportteacher Heavy focus on listening comprehension, not so much on
instruction by use of: reading comprehension. When students are reading the focus is

« Explicit instructional directions accompanied by materials on degodln dg W't.h the ldea_thast. comprehension will Come dllater
that are clearly aligned to stated goals and objectivesand | 9NC¢€ decoding IS aut"omatlc". ome agsessments may indicate
that buildstudentability toreadand comprehendgrade-level that a student is not "ready" for a particular unit and there was a

text suggestion about how to use other grade level teachers to
- Strategies to gradually increase difficulty as students’skills ~ @ddress those types of deficits. | did not see clear advice for a
strengthen teacher by his/her self.

» Strategiestosupportstudentacquisitionofknowledge
supporting specific common core standards

« Clear and detailed teacher directions and guidance
for introducing new concepts and skills

* Clear guidance for documenting student progress
toward meeting grade-levelstandards

7d. The materials provide supportfor students with varying Nice picture support. Digital copies referenced. Low access to
learningstylesand modalities (i.e., thereareprovisionsfor | volume of text and alternative types of text.

print, digital, and other multimedia sources for information

attainment).

7e. The materials include developmentally appropriate Same as above
materials and instructional sequences specifically designed

for students in the primary grades (such as role-play, songs,

games, etc.).

EVIDENCE
RATING

04) extensive

ELA/LITERACY GRADE-LEVEL INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS EVALUATION TOOL: QUALITY REVIEW GRADE K-1
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GUIDING STATEMENTS SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXT/MATERIALS

7f. The materials include assessments along with: Pausing point days to review concepts not yet mastered.
« Suggestions for next steps to address a spectrum of  Reference to reading records.
performance levels and needs based onassessmentresults
» Opportunities for students to demonstrate their expertise
through the use of performance tasks
« Pieces ofchallengingand complete text thatcanbeused
to assess student understanding and next instructional
steps
» Reading selections and questions that progressin alogical
sequence for gradual release?
« Enrichmenttasks for students who are ontarget for
meeting grade-levelexpectations
* Steps to take when evidence suggests that students
are starting to fallbehind

OVERALL RATING: O 4)extensive evidence O 3) sufficient evidence @ 2) some evidence O 1) weak evidence

SUMMARY STATEMENT (Explain why the materials received this overall rating):

Integration of Interdisciplinary Content Standards; Building Knowledge Systematically
THEMATIC SPIRAL NGSS NVACSS SEL ELD

1. Gradual release: scaffolding of instruction so that students develop the ability to read and complete tasks and assignments independently and proficiently.

EVIDENCE
RATING

O 4) extensive
@ 3) sufficient

O 2) some
O 1) weak

ELA/LITERACY GRADE-LEVEL INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS EVALUATION TOOL: QUALITY REVIEW GRADE K-1
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Textbook and Instructional Material Evaluation Rubric Form-
English Language Arts

Instructional materials are designed for use by students and teachers as a learning resource for students to acquire

essential knowledge, skills, abilities, and dispositions. This includes print and non-print materials, including
comprehensive/core textbooks, supplemental materials, Web-based and electronic textbooks, and assessments.

Title: Core Knowledge Author(s): Publisher(s): Amplify
Copyright Date: Subject/Grade Level: K-5

Student ISBN:

Teacher Edition ISBN:

Instructions: Use the tables below to determine if the Textbook or Instructional material meets each criteria.

Organization

Criteria 2 1

Meets | Inadequate Comments

1. Material provides a useful table of
contents, glossary, supplemental pages, and 2
index.

2. Layout is consistent; chapters/units are
arranged logically; and allow access through 2
multiple modalities.

3. Teacher edition contains interesting
introductions and a list of prerequisites skills 2
for each chapter.

4. Material contains examples, explanations, )
and/or online resources to the depth and
breadth of the Nevada Academic Content
Standards.

5. Information is accurate, current, and
research-based.

6. Focus of academic and domain specific
vocabulary is prevalent throughout reading,
writing, listening, and speaking.

7. Size and format of print is appropriate.

ofo| N [N

8. Format is visually appealing & interesting.

9. Material provides Smarter Balanced
assessment type questions and/or 1
performance-based tasks.

10. Electronic and interactive format
available.

Other:

Total Organization:

English Language Arts Content
1
Nevada Department of Education July 2, 2013 Textbook and Instructional Material Adoption Form

niade
e Eiiidon

TIM-01 ELA





Criteria

Meets

Inadequate

L Comments

11. Materials focus on the knowledge, skills, and
abilities (KSASs) appropriate to the grade level.

12. Material demonstrates coherence and rigor of
KSAs appropriate to grade level.

13. Real-world applications are relevant to the
students.

14. Information and directions are clearly written and
explained.

15. Tasks are aligned to the anchor standards of the
Nevada Academic Content Standards.

16. Non-text content (maps, graphs, pictures, etc.) are
accurate, authentic, and well integrated into the
instructional material.

17. Lessons/tasks are interdisciplinary when
appropriate.

18. Tasks apply to the diversity of students and their
abilities, interests, and learning styles.

19. Questions and tasks encourage the development
and application of higher-level thinking skills.

20. Teacher edition includes questioning strategies
and/or questions to check for understanding at all
Depth of Knowledge (DOK) levels.

21. Teacher edition includes formative
assessment/evaluation tools and processes.

22. Material adheres to the text complexity at each
grade level outlined by the Nevada Academic Content
Standards.

23. Material provides access to or demonstrates
concepts in multiple ways, allowing for a variety of
student responses.

24. Tasks have a purpose, aligned to a skill or concept
at grade level.

25. Range and quality of text at each grade level is
addressed with a well-balanced representation of
literary and informational texts.

26. Material includes application of skills and
concepts at grade level.

27. Material makes it clear that student writing is a
key task (argument, informative, response to audience
and purpose, short focused research).

28. Content includes 21 Century skill development
such as collaboration, creative thinking, and problem
solving.

Other:

Total ELA Content Criteria:

Nevada Department of Education

N
S oo
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July 2, 2013

Textbook and Instructional Material Adoption Form
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Criteria

Meets | Inadequate

1

Comments

29. Material reflects a variety of ways to
differentiate instruction and model content to
support all learners.

30. Material reflects sensitivity with regard
to gender, race/ethnicity, religion, socio-
economic status, intellectual, and physical
abilities.

31. Material includes access to a multilingual
glossary.

32. Material provides resources for students
with disabilities and English Language
Learners aligned to grade level content.

33. Material is available for students with
visual impairments via a NIMAS file on the
NIMAC system.

Other:

Total Inclusion Criteria:

Alignment

Criteria

2 1
Meets | Inadequate Comments

34. Material content aligns to
district/organization curriculum.

35. Material content aligns with college and
career readiness skills (Nevada Academic
Content Standards).

36. Material is a useful resource in preparing
students to meet the requirements of the
Nevada Academic Content Standards and
statewide assessments.

Other:

Total Alignment Criteria:

Total Score for ELA Textbook or Instructional Material:

Nevada Department of Education

N
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July 2, 2013

Textbook and Instructional Material Adoption Form
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Grade-Level
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COMPONENT 1: TEXT COMPLEXITY

Assessing text complexity in kindergarten and grade one is more a qualitative than quantitative process. The guiding statements
provided in this section will examine text complexity in order to differentiate quality and richness among the texts—particularly
anchor texts—WCSD is considering for adoption. Anchor texts are materials designed to serve as the central unifying tool for the
development of reading comprehension. While evaluations of text complexity formally begin with grade two, student reading
materials, texts, and other materials in kindergarten and grade one need to create the conditions for rich and robust discussion and
writing for ALL students (struggling readers, students with identified academic disabilities, English Learners, students who are

performing at grade level, and advanced students).
GUIDING STATEMENTS

Literature and Informational Text

Cla. Thetexts presentrich and embedded relationships
between and among characters, ideas, and concepts that
are conveyed through masterful style and structure. (See
exemplars in CCSS, AppendixB.)

C1b. The materials consistently include short, challenging, and
complete texts that contain rich content, ideas, and
academiclanguageworthyofclosereading. (Seeexemplarsin
CCSS, AppendixB.)

EVIDENCE

SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXT/MATERIALS RATING

Knowledge domains supported with fiction and non-fiction texts - O 4) extensive
different genres.

Concept/topic of study/domains supported with text selections. (® 3 suficient
Example: Domain 1 Nursery Rhymes and Fables; Domain 4
plants- non/fiction and fiction texts in Language Studio O 2) some

component
O 1) weak

Close reading opportunities offer questioning and instruction @ 4) extensive
supports to allow students to access/build knowledge.
O 3) sufficient

O 2) some
O 1) weak
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Clc. The materials consistently provide opportunities to Skills- decodable readers @ 4) extensive
readboth literaryandinformationaltexts. For studentreading Knowledge Domains- Read-Alouds-Anchor Texts
materialsinkindergartenand grade one, refertothe Alignment Language Studio component - fiction and non-fiction balance O 3)
Criteria for Foundational Skills (4a-4d of this

document).Read- aloud anchor texts should fall within or

above the grades two through three text complexity band. O 2) some

O 1) weak

sufficient

OVERALL RATING: @ 4) extensive evidence O 3) sufficient evidence O 2) some evidence O 1) weak evidence

SUMMARY STATEMENT (Explain why the materials received this overall rating):
Balanced range of non-fiction texts with close read instructional supports for questioning and guided thinking.
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COMPONENT 2: QUESTIONS AND TASKS

At least 80% of all questions in the submission are high-quality text-dependent and text-specific questions. The overwhelming
majority of these questions reference specific text and draw students’ attention to the text they are reading. Text-dependent
guestions that address the kindergarten and grade one standards will be described in greater depth in Alignment Criterion 1.

ALIGNMENT CRITERION|: RANGE AND QUALITY OF TEXTS

Materials must reflect a wide range of text types and genres, as required by the standards. In kindergarten and grade one, and
across all other grade levels, there should be ample texts on topics that can support sustained study. Knowledge built at one grade
level should be expanded in other grade levels. Topics should take into account individual student academic needs and interests in
order to foster independent reading. It is also imperative that the included topics and themes are compelling enough to read multiple
times and are aligned to district needs. Pay particular attention to the guidance provided in Appendix B of the Common Core State

Standards.
GUIDING STATEMENTS SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXT/MATERIALS

Literature and Informational Text Digital access .
Knowledge component and language studio component are

la. The range of materials, both print and digital, allows supported by writing studio component

teachers and students to explore content that coherently
and systematically builds knowledge and vocabulary across
subjects,themes,and topics. Thisappliesespecially totexts
readaloudbytheteacher,whichshould promote speaking
andlisteningabouttopicsunderstudyinkindergartenand
grade one. (See CCSS Appendix B for examples of grade-level
knowledgedemands.) Textsetsalsoaddressawide variety of
studentinterests,andarelikelytofosterindependentreading.

1b. Textsets include a diverse range of high quality, culturally-  Domains culturally responsive? - "American" culture study
responsive ad appropriate topics andthemes. Textsfrom

diverse cultures reflect the same high-quality features that

are demanded of all texts.

EVIDENCE
RATING

@0
O 9 s
O 2) some
O v weak

O 4) extensive
@ 3) sufficient
O 2) some

O 1) weak
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GUIDING STATEMENTS SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXT/MATERIALS

1c. Materialsinclude arich and diverse sampling ofliterary Read-Alouds not with traditional books - image cards.
texts, including poems and stories with relevant illustrations.  Flip-books.

1d. The range of informational texts include:

At least two selections on the same topic

« Selections with various text features such as headings,
tables of contents, glossaries, andillustrations

1le. Student reading materials contain a range of Building knowledge by increasing complexity over the course of
increasingly challenging selections that allow teachers to the domains. Domains build on previous domain knowledge
build students’ ability to comprehend complex text and  acquired.

expand vocabulary throughout the school year.

EVIDENCE
RATING

O 4) extensive
@ 3) sufficient
O 2) some

O 1) weak
O 4) extensive

@ 3) sufficient
O 2) some

O 1) weak
@ 4) extensive

O 3) sufficient
O 2) some
O 1) weak

OVERALL RATING: 704)extensiveevidencg @ 3) sufficientevidence O 2) some evidence O 1) weak evidence

SUMMARY STATEMENT (Explain why the materials received this overall rating):
Quality and variety of text tips and genres - Format always the same - flip books and image cards,
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ALIGNMENT CRITERION Il. QUESTIONS AND TASKS SUPPORT STUDENT LEARNING

Questions posed to students in the materials under review should support student learning in building reading comprehension, in
finding and producing the textual evidence to support responses, and in developing grade-level academic language. Texts for
kindergarten and grade one students must include text-dependent questions that require the use of higher order thinking skills. There
should be a range of questions that require students to attend to the author’s language as his/her vehicle for conveying meaning, as
well as to support specific inferences with explicit details from the text. Most questions should require that the student refer to the text
in several places in order to devise an answer—rather than asking only literal, “right there” types of questions (CCSS).

GUIDING STATEMENTS

EVIDENCE

SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXT/MATERIALS RATING

Literature and Informational Text

2a. Key Ideas and Details. Questions and tasks
require students to explicitly attend to the text,
including, butnot limited to:

Askingandansweringquestionsaboutkeydetailsinthetext
Retelling familiar stories, including key details
Identifying and describing characters, settings, and major
events in astory

Identifying the main topic of a text

Describing the connection between two individuals, events,
or ideas in a text

Knowledge series and Language studio provide opportunities for @ 4) extensive

students to build knowledge through questioning and guided
thinking about the texts. O 3) sufficient

O 2) some
O 1) weak

Example: LANGUAGE STUDIO - VOLUME 1, LESSON 2, P. 15

2b. Craft and Structure. Questions and tasks require
students to explicitly attend to the text, including, but not
limited to:

Determining the meanings of unknown words andphrases
in stories, poems, and informational texts

Recognizing and explaining the differences between
common types of text both literary (such as storybooks
and poems) and informational
Namingtheauthorandillustratoranddescribingtheirroles
in telling the story or presenting ideas

Recognizingand using various featuresininformational
texts (such as headings or glossaries) to locate information

Knowledge series and Language studio provide opportunities for @ 4) extensive

students to build knowledge through questioning and guided
thinking about the texts. O 3) sufficient

2) some

Example: LANGUAGE STUDIO - VOLUME 1, LESSON 2, P. 15 O

O 1) weak
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GUIDING STATEMENTS SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXT/MATERIALS EHIDIERCE

RATING
2c. Integration of Knowledge and Ideas. Questions and EXAMPLE: Language Studio 1 and Knowledge component 1 - @4) eensive
tasks require studentsto explicitly attend tothe text, integrate ideas and questioning to attend to topic/concept study
including, but not limitedto: through text experiences. 3) sufficient
« Comparing and contrasting the experiences of characters in |

stories
2
» Describing the keyideas conveyed inillustrations O ) some
* Identifyingreasonsauthors give to supportpoints andthe
similarities between two texts on the same topic O 1) weak
OVERALL RATING: @ 4)extensive evidence G 3)sufficient evidence O 2) some evidence O 1) weak evidence

SUMMARY STATEMENT (Explain why the materials received this overall rating):

Materials support learning through development of academic language, concept learning through text exploration and discovery;
questioning supports finding and citing of textual evidence.
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ALIGNMENT CRITERIONIII. WRITINGTOSOURCESANDRESEARCH

The writing standards for each grade level highlight distinctive expectations about student writing. In kindergarten and grade one,
students perform age-appropriate writing tasks and assignments with support and guidance from the teacher. For details on text
types and purposes, production and distribution of writing, research to build and present knowledge, and the range of writing in
kindergarten and grade one, see the Common Core State Standards for English Language Arts and Literacy. The metrics below show
key characteristics to look for in your review of materials.

GUIDING STATEMENTS

SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXT/MATERIALS

EVIDENCE
RATING

3a. Writing assignments are explicitly connected to what
students are reading, and materials a reorganized to
elicit responses to sources in age-appropriate ways.
This might include activities such as dictation or making
pictures to express thoughts in addition to writing, with
support from the teacher.

Writing Studio component connected to knowledge and
Language Studio components

*See pacing guide in Writing Studio Program Guide, p. 31 -
W.S>., Unit1, Lesson 1, Domian 2, Lesson 1

@ 4) extensive
O 3) sufficient

O 2) some
O 1) weak

3b. Text-dependent questions generally create the foundation
for students to address culminating writing tasks, including:

« Opinionwriting, inwhich studentsintroduce atopic or
name abook, state an opinion, and supply areasonforthe
opinion (using acombination of drawing, dictating, and
writing at the kindergarten level)

« Informative/explanatory writing, in which students name a
topic and supply facts aboutthe topic (using a combination
of drawing, dictating, and writing atthe kindergarten level)

 Narrativewriting,inwhich studentsrecounttwoormore
appropriately sequenced events, including details about
what happened (using a combination of drawing, dictating,
and writing at the kindergarten level)

Unit1&2 - p.41 - Writing Studio-Opinion Writing
Unit 3&4- Narrative
Unit 5&6- Informative

o
O sten
O 2) some
O 1 weak

3c. Reading materials can serve as models to explore writer's
craftand support student production of grade-level opinion,
informational, and narrative writing.

O 4) extensive
@ 3) sufficient

O 2) some
O 1) weak
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EVIDENCE

GUIDING STATEMENTS SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXT/MATERIALS RATING
3d. Materials include explicit supportto teachers, either Emb.edd_ed rout.ines and procedures in Iessor_1 compqnents @ 4) extensive
intheteacher’seditionor classroommaterials, forwriting provide instructional support for teachers to link reading and
instruction linkedtothe kindergarten and grade one writing writer's process. O 3) sufficient
standards, including: Language Studio
« Focusing on a topic, responding to questions from Writer's Studio O 2) some

peers, and adding detailsto strengthenwriting as
needed
» Exploring and startingto use a variety of digital O 1) weak
tools to produce and publish writing, including in
collaboration with peers
3e. Materials provide opportunities and resources EX{:’[[’ane- ertnlng Studio 'ACthlty 4 1: Farm Animal Research @ 4) extensive
for students to participate in shared research and Writing Studio Program Guide p. 70
writing projects, including: O 3) sufficient
. Recalling information from experiences Embedded opportunities across Writer's studios connected to
« Gathering information from provided sources Language Studio. Explicit instruction about writer's process/ ' ,
production of writing, O 2 some

O 1) weak

OVERALL RATING: @ A)extensive evidence O 3)sufficient evidence OZ) some evidence Ol) weak evidence

SUMMARY STATEMENT (Explain why the materials received this overall rating):
Read-Alouds, questioning, and comprehension supports provide embedded opportunities to support grade-level writing production.
Writing Studio and Skills components attend to writer's purpose and process.

ELA/LITERACY GRADE-LEVEL INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS EVALUATION TOOL: QUALITY REVIEW GRADE K-1





ALIGNMENT CRITERION IV: FOUNDATIONAL SKILLS

Effective instruction on foundational skills in kindergarten and grade one includes explicit and systematic lessons and diagnostic
support in concepts of print, the alphabetic principle, phonics, phonological awareness, vocabulary development and word
recognition, syntax, and reading fluency. Students must be able to recognize and pronounce words fluently in order to focus on the
major goal of reading, which is comprehension. Building these foundational skills must be contextualized within the materials.

GUIDING STATEMENTS

SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXT/MATERIALS

EVIDENCE
RATING

4a. Materials provide teachers with guidance and supportfor
explicitand systematicinstruction ofthekindergarten and
grade oneReading Standards for Foundational Skills (CCSS),
including concepts of print, phonological awareness,
letter recognition, phonics, wordrecognition, andreading
fluencyin a research-based and transparent progression.
(Refer to CCSS Appendix A for the research detailing the
advancement of foundational reading skills.)

Skills program component- 10 units approx, 3 weeks each;
provides systematic, daily instruction

@ 4) extensive
O 3) sufficient

O 2) some
O 1) weak

4b.Materialsincludeavarietyofopportunitiesthatallow
forsystematicandfrequent practice of all foundational
skillsthrough such features as engaging texts, games, digital
materials, etc.

Skills program component:

Aural/auditory - Example: Skills1, Lesson 1, p. 9
Visual - every lesson

Manipulatives - Example: Skills 1, Lesson 5, p.51
Kinesthetic - Example: Skills 1, Lesson 2, p. 21

ORe
O sten
O 2) some
O 1) weak

ELA/LITERACY GRADE-LEVEL INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS EVALUATION TOOL: QUALITY REVIEW GRADE K-1
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EVIDENCE

GUIDING STATEMENTS SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXT/MATERIALS RATING
- i icai - - Skills component @4) extensive
4c. Materials provide regular practice in encoding (spelling) p
and decoding (reading) the sound symbol relationships Knowledge component
of English. Language Studio component O 3) sufficient

Foundational skills lesson embed routine for decoding/encoding/
phonics/phonemic awareness/phonological awareness O 2) some

Skills readers are decidable texts/Big books are decodable texts O 1) weak

4d.Materials guide studentsinreadingemergentreadertexts  Skills component @ 4) extensive
for kindergarten and grade-level texts for grade one with  Knowledge component
purpose and understanding, making frequent connections  Language Studio component O 3) sufficient

betweenthe acquisition offoundational skillsand access

to the meaning of texts (including a set of text-dependent Foundational skills lesson embed routine for decoding/encoding/
or text-specific questions to check for understanding). phonics/phonemic awareness/phonological awareness O 2) some

Skills readers are decidable texts/Big books are decodable texts O 1) weak

OVERALL RATING: @ 4)extensive evidence O 3) sufficient evidence OZ) some evidence O 1) weak evidence

SUMMARY STATEMENT (Explain why the materials received this overall rating):
Extensive explicit and systematic instruction of foundational skills from earliest stages of development through end of kindergarten
grade-level expectations. Skills components also embeds foundational skills instruction through use of skills readers and personal texts
and big-books.

ELA/LITERACY GRADE-LEVEL INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS EVALUATION TOOL: QUALITY REVIEW GRADE K-1 11





ALIGNMENT CRITERION V: LANGUAGE

The Common Core State Standards for language focus on ensuring that students gain adequate mastery of a range of language
skills and applications. Students are expected to meet each year’s grade-specific standards and retain or further develop skills and

knowledge (CCSS).
EVIDENCE
GUIDING STATEMENTS SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXT/MATERIALS RATING
Conventions of Standard Eng“sh CKLA Program OverVieW, p. 16-17 (BlaCk Binder, folder pOCket) 04) extensive
5a. There is evidence that grade-level grammar and .
conventions are addressed using an integrated and @ 3) sufficient

contextualized approach in daily instruction. Materialsand
tasksinkindergartenandgrade one aredesignedto help O 2) some
build student understanding and use of:
« Upper- and lower-caseletters
e Question words O 1) weak
» Recognition and use of end punctuation
« Frequently occurring nouns in kindergarten, and common,
proper, and possessive nouns by grade one
* Frequently occurring verbs in kindergarten, and use of verbs
toconvey past, present, and future actionsingrade
one
» Complete sentence in kindergarten, and compound
declarative, interrogative, imperative, and exclamatory
sentences in gradeone
 Capitalizationofthefirstword inasentence in
kindergarten, and of dates and names of people in
grade one
« Correct spelling, by sounding out simple words
phonetically inkindergarten and applyingcommon
spelling patternsto spell words in grade one

Grade One

* Regular plural nouns, with matching verbs

» Personal, possessive, and indefinite pronouns

« Conjunctions and determiners, such as articles or
demonstratives

» Frequently occurringadjectives

ELA/LITERACY GRADE-LEVEL INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS EVALUATION TOOL: QUALITY REVIEW GRADE K-1
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EVIDENCE

GUIDING STATEMENTS SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXT/MATERIALS RATING
Vocabulary Acquisition and Use Language Studio Component - vocabulary preview routines. @ 4) extensive
5b.The materialsprovidecontext,support,and strategies ~ Example: Volume 2, Lesson 8, p. 271.
for teaching vocabulary acquisition skills, including: O 3) sufficient
« Identifyingnewmeaningsforfamiliarwordsinkindergarten
« Using sentence-level context clues to unlock the
meaning of words in grade one O 2) some

« Using frequently occurring inflections and affixes as clues

to the meaning of words O 1) weak
 Usingrootwords(suchaslook)andtheirinflectionalforms

(looks, looked, looking) in grade one

. . ” i 4) extensi
5¢. The materials provide embedded opportunities for Across program components - knowledge, Skills, and Language @ ) extensive
studentstoencounterand developanunderstanding of Studio provide contextualized language experience and
word relationships and nuancesinword meanings. learning. O 3) sufficient

O 2) some
O 1) weak

OVERALL RATING: @ 4)extensive evidence O 3)sufficient evidence O 2) some evidence O 1) weak evidence

SUMMARY STATEMENT (Explain why the materials received this overall rating):
Program offers contextualized language experiences for knowledge construction and application. Systematic and explicit language
learning in skills and language studio components. Language studio component provides additional support for ELLS and struggling
students.

ELA/LITERACY GRADE-LEVEL INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS EVALUATION TOOL: QUALITY REVIEW GRADE K-1





ALIGNMENT CRITERIONVI: SPEAKINGANDLISTENING

To be CCSS-aligned, speaking and listening must be integrated into lessons, items, and tasks. These must reflect a progression

of communication skills required for eventual college- and career-readiness, as outlined in the standards. If

kindergarten and grade one students are able to listen to others, discuss what they are learning, and voice their own confusion or
misunderstandings, their learning becomes deeper and more meaningful. They are exposed, at this level, to points of view that may
differ from their own, and they learn how to agree and disagree, express their own thoughts, and ask questions when they don't
understand or need more clarification.

EVIDENCE
RATING

04) extensive

GUIDING STATEMENTS SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXT/MATERIALS

Language Studio embeds S& L routines writhing lessons

6a. Comprehension and Collaboration. Materials provide
Example: Volume 2, page 8 - turn and talk

a frame that guides student participation in
academic conversations by:

« Agreeingonrulesfordiscussion, taking turns speaking Language Studio Activities support collaborative student groups.

» Confirming understanding of texts read aloud
* Asking and answering questions to clarify and gather
information

6b. Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas. Materials include
tasks that promote oral responses in a range of
collaborative discussions, and support students in:

« Describing people, places, things, and events

Example: Building senses chart - Volume 1, p. 29

Knowledge series offers extensive whole group peer to peer
discussion opportunity

Language Studio embeds S& L routines writhing lessons
Example: Volume 2, page 8 - turn and talk

Language Studio Activities support collaborative student groups.

O 1) weak

« Using visual displays to add details Example: Building senses chart - Volume 1, p. 29

» Speaking audibly and completing sentences _ _
Knowledge series offers extensive whole group peer to peer

discussion opportunity

OVERALL RATING: _O4)extensive evidence @ 3)sufficient evidence O 2) some_]evidence Ol) weak evidence

SUMMARY STATEMENT (Explain why the materials received this overall rating):
Opportunities to learn and practice skills and strategies for Speaking and Listening are embedded across the curriculum in component
lesson routines. Whole group/small group/collaborative student groups/ student to student - pairs.

ELA/LITERACY GRADE-LEVEL INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS EVALUATION TOOL: QUALITY REVIEW GRADE K-1 14





ALIGNMENT CRITERION VII: SCAFFOLDING AND SUPPORTS

While scaffolds are not a part of the standards themselves, it is important to support teachers in meeting the needs of the range of
students in their classrooms. In order to meet the reading, speaking, and writing needs of all kindergarten and grade one students,
the materials must include supports for students to apply concepts of print, phonics, vocabulary development, syntax, and fluency in
comprehending texts. Supports and scaffolds should draw students back to the text and provide strategies for vocabulary acquisition.
All scaffolding and supports require ongoing formal and informal assessments that provide multiple opportunities for students to

demonstrate their proficiency and inform instruction.

Scaffolding is not just intended for struggling students, but also for students who are ready for above grade- level work. As text
complexity increases, and tasks get increasingly challenging, the need for appropriate scaffolds for above grade- level access is

equally important.

GUIDING STATEMENTS

SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXT/MATERIALS

EVIDENCE
RATING

7a. The texts promote differentiated instruction and
instructional conversations about textto support student
learning of:

» Academiclanguage
* Linguistic frames
* Repeated grammatical structures and language

Vocabulary support provided in knowledge component and skills
component and language studio, explicit and embedded in read-
Alouds,

Example: Language Studio, volume 1. Lesson 7, p. 215

Knowledge series 1, Domian intro includes vocabulary ficus by
lesson - p. 3

@ 4) extensive
O 3) sufficient

O 2) some
O 1) weak

7b. The materials include student supports such as:
» Multiple digital and media versions of texts
lllustrations

Graphs and charts

Maps and photographs

Visual cues/notes that draw attention to words in
the text thatsignalsequenceoroffercluestomeaning
(suchas where, when, and how key events occur)

Digital materials/supports
Image cards

Flip books

Sound picture cards
Skills readers/big books

@ 4) extensive
O 3) sufficient

O 2) some
O 1) weak

ELA/LITERACY GRADE-LEVEL INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS EVALUATION TOOL: QUALITY REVIEW GRADE K-1
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GUIDING STATEMENTS

7c. Thematerialsaredesignedto supportteacher
instruction by use of:

« Explicit instructional directions accompanied by materials
that are clearly aligned to stated goals and objectives and
that build studentabilitytoreadand comprehendgrade-level
text

« Strategies to gradually increase difficulty as students’ skills
strengthen

» Strategiestosupportstudentacquisitionofknowledge
supporting specific common core standards

« Clear and detailed teacher directions and guidance
for introducing new concepts and skills

* Clear guidance for documenting student progress
toward meeting grade-levelstandards

7d. The materials provide supportfor students with varying
learningstylesand modalities(i.e.,thereareprovisionsfor
print, digital, and other multimedia sources for information
attainment).

7e. The materials include developmentally appropriate
materials and instructional sequences specifically designed
for students in the primary grades (such as role-play, songs,
games, etc.).

SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXT/MATERIALS

Language Studio program guide - page 15 - Alerts

1- to check for student understanding

2 -formative assessment

3- language proficiency level assessment
4- Access extra support

Games

Songs

Recitations with TPR

Performance assessments for multi-modalities

EVIDENCE
RATING

04) extensive

ELA/LITERACY GRADE-LEVEL INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS EVALUATION TOOL: QUALITY REVIEW GRADE K-1
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EVIDENCE

GUIDING STATEMENTS SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXT/MATERIALS

RATING

7f. The materials include assessments along with: Assessments embedded in instructional routines - @4) extensive

« Suggestions for next steps to address a spectrum of  Check for understanding
performance levels and needs based onassessmentresults ~ Formative assessments

O 3) sufficient

« Opportunities for students to demonstrate their expertise ~ Assessment rubrics for performance tasks

through the use of performance tasks

« Pieces ofchallengingand complete text thatcanbeused
to assess student understanding and next instructional
steps

» Reading selections and questions that progressin alogical
sequence for gradual release?

« Enrichmenttasks for students who are ontarget for
meeting grade-levelexpectations

* Steps to take when evidence suggests that students
are starting to fallbehind

O 2) some
O 1) weak

OVERALL RATING: @ 4)extensive evidence O 3) sufficient evidence O 2) some evidence O 1) weak evidence

SUMMARY STATEMENT (Explain why the materials received this overall rating):

Provides scaffolding and release instructional guidance for teachers and guided informal and formal assessments. Language Studio
guided strategies for language applications. Knowledge series provides strategies and supports to build comprehension.

Integration of Interdisciplinary Content Standards; Building Knowledge Systematically

THEMATIC SPIRAL NGSS NVACSS

v

SEL ELD

1. Gradual release: scaffolding of instruction so that students develop the ability to read and complete tasks and assignments independently and proficiently.

ELA/LITERACY GRADE-LEVEL INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS EVALUATION TOOL: QUALITY REVIEW GRADE K-1

17






Textbook and Instructional Material Evaluation Rubric Form-

English Language Arts

Instructional materials are designed for use by students and teachers as a learning resource for students to acquire
essential knowledge, skills, abilities, and dispositions. This includes print and non-print materials, including
comprehensive/core textbooks, supplemental materials, Web-based and electronic textbooks, and assessments.

Title:Core Knowledge Author(s):
Subject/Grade Level: Kindergarten

Copyright Date:
Student ISBN:
Teacher Edition ISBN:

Publisher(s): Amplify

Instructions: Use the tables below to determine if the Textbook or Instructional material meets each criteria.

Organization
Criteria 2 1 Comments
Meets | Inadequate

1. Material provides a useful table of
contents, glossary, supplemental pages, and
index.

X

2. Layout is consistent; chapters/units are
arranged logically; and allow access through
multiple modalities.

X

3. Teacher edition contains interesting
introductions and a list of prerequisites skills
for each chapter.

X

4. Material contains examples, explanations,
and/or online resources to the depth and
breadth of the Nevada Academic Content
Standards.

X

5. Information is accurate, current, and
research-based.

6. Focus of academic and domain specific
vocabulary is prevalent throughout reading,
writing, listening, and speaking.

7. Size and format of print is appropriate.

8. Format is visually appealing & interesting.

9. Material provides Smarter Balanced
assessment type questions and/or
performance-based tasks.

EXTENSIVE QUESTIONING GUIDES AND INSTRUCTIUOINAL SUPPORTS TO SCAFFOLD HIGHER-ORDER THINKII

10. Electronic and interactive format
available.

X
X
X
X

Other:

Total Organization:

X

English Language Arts Content

Nevada Department of Education

niade
e Eiiidon

July 2, 2013

1

Textbook and Instructional Material Adoption Form

TIM-01 ELA






Criteria

Meets

1
Inadequate

Comments

11. Materials focus on the knowledge, skills, and
abilities (KSASs) appropriate to the grade level.

12. Material demonstrates coherence and rigor of
KSAs appropriate to grade level.

13. Real-world applications are relevant to the
students.

14. Information and directions are clearly written and
explained.

15. Tasks are aligned to the anchor standards of the
Nevada Academic Content Standards.

16. Non-text content (maps, graphs, pictures, etc.) are
accurate, authentic, and well integrated into the
instructional material.

17. Lessons/tasks are interdisciplinary when
appropriate.

18. Tasks apply to the diversity of students and their
abilities, interests, and learning styles.

19. Questions and tasks encourage the development
and application of higher-level thinking skills.

20. Teacher edition includes questioning strategies
and/or questions to check for understanding at all
Depth of Knowledge (DOK) levels.

21. Teacher edition includes formative
assessment/evaluation tools and processes.

GUIDED FORMAL AND INFORMAL ASSESSMENT OPPORTUNITIES EMBEDDED

22. Material adheres to the text complexity at each
grade level outlined by the Nevada Academic Content
Standards.

23. Material provides access to or demonstrates
concepts in multiple ways, allowing for a variety of
student responses.

24. Tasks have a purpose, aligned to a skill or concept
at grade level.

25. Range and quality of text at each grade level is
addressed with a well-balanced representation of
literary and informational texts.

26. Material includes application of skills and
concepts at grade level.

27. Material makes it clear that student writing is a
key task (argument, informative, response to audience
and purpose, short focused research).

28. Content includes 21 Century skill development
such as collaboration, creative thinking, and problem

DX XX XX XXX XXX X | DX [ XXX |[X|X

PERFORMANCE TASKS PROVIDE OPPORTUNITIES TO LEARN AND DEVELOP SKILLS FOR C

solving.
Other:
Total ELA Content Criteria: X
Inclusion
Nevada Department of Education July 2, 2013 Textbook and Instructional Material Adoption Form
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Criteria 2 1

Meets | Inadequate Comments

29. Material reflects a variety of ways to
differentiate instruction and model content to X LANGUAGE STUDIO COMPONENT ESPECIALLY SUPPORTS STRUGGLING LEARNERS, ELLS, AND ADVANCED LE
support all learners.

30. Material reflects sensitivity with regard X
to gender, race/ethnicity, religion, socio-
economic status, intellectual, and physical
abilities.

NOT READILY DETERMINED

31. Material includes access to a multilingual
glossary. X

32. Material provides resources for students
with disabilities and English Language X
Learners aligned to grade level content.

33. Material is available for students with

visual impairments via a NIMAS file on the X NOT READILY DETERMINED
NIMAC system.
Other:
Total Inclusion Criteria: X
Alignment
Criteria 2 1
Meets | Inadequate Comments
34. Material content aligns to X
district/organization curriculum.

35. Material content aligns with college and | y
career readiness skills (Nevada Academic
Content Standards).

36. Material is a useful resource in preparing X
students to meet the requirements of the
Nevada Academic Content Standards and
statewide assessments.

Other: WELL ALIGNED

Total Alignment Criteria: X

Total Score for ELA Textbook or Instructional Material:

Nevada Department of Education July 2, 2013 Textbook and Instructional Material Adoption Form
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COMPONENT 1: TEXT COMPLEXITY

The guiding statements provided in this section will examine text complexity in order to differentiate quality and richness among the
texts WCSD is considering for adoption. To address the grade three standards, the submitted materials need to create the conditions
for rich and robust discussion and writing for ALL students (struggling readers, students with identified academic disabilities,

English Learners, students who are performing at grade level, and advanced students).

GUIDING STATEMENTS SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXT/MATERIALS

Adventures in Wonderland"
Cla. Thetexts presentrich and embedded relationships dventures onderland

between and among characters, ideas, and concepts that
are conveyed through masterful style and structure. (See
exemplars in CCSS, Appendix B.)

C1b.The materials consistentlyinclude short, challenging,and
complete texts that contain rich content, ideas, and academic
language worthy of close reading. (See exemplarsin CCSS,
Appendix B.)

EVIDENCE
RATING

@4) extensive
(O 3) sufficient

O 2) some
O 1) weak

(@) extensive
O 3) sufficient
O 2) some
O v weak

ELA/LITERACY GRADE-LEVEL INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS EVALUATION TOOL: QUALITY REVIEW GRADE 3
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Clc_Themateria|sconSistenﬂyprovideopportunitiesto 11 UnItS Stal’ting W/ CIaSS|C Ta|eS; The W|nd in the W|”OWS

read both literary and informational textsinthe gradesthree
through five4extcompexyband with scaffolding as needed at

the high end of the range.
C1d. Materials provide instructional content and strategies Academic vocab for each unit and students keep a domain
for grade-level vocabulary acquisition. vocab dictionary.

OVERALLRATING: @ 4)extensive evidence O 3) sufficient evidence O 2) some evidence Ol) weak evidence

SUMMARY STATEMENT (Explain why the materials received this overall rating):

(@)Y extensive
(O3 sufficient
(D2 some
(O weak

@4) extensive
Os) sufficient
(D2 some
(O weak

Complex texts that are interesting w/ everyday writing opportunities for students to collaborate and communicate about their writing.

ELA/LITERACY GRADE-LEVEL INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS EVALUATION TOOL: QUALITY REVIEW GRADE 3





COMPONENT 2: QUESTIONS AND TASKS

At least 80% of all questions in the submission are high-quality text-dependent and text-specific questions. The overwhelming
majority of these questions reference specific text and draw student attention to the text they are reading. Text-dependent questions

that address the grade three standards will be described in greater depth in Alignment Criterion 1.

ALIGNMENT CRITERION|: RANGE AND QUALITY OF TEXTS

Materials must reflect a wide range of text types and genres, as required by the standards. In grade three, and across all other grade
levels, there should be ample texts on topics that can support sustained study. Knowledge built at one grade level should be expanded
in other grade levels. Topics should take into account individual student academic needs and interests in order to foster independent

reading. It is also imperative that the included topics and themes are compelling enough to read multiple times and are aligned to

district needs. Pay particular attention to the guidance provided in Appendix B of the Common Core State Standards.

GUIDING STATEMENTS SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXT/MATERIALS

Literature and Informational Text

la.The range of materials, both print and digital,
allows teachers and students to explore content that
coherently and systematically builds knowledge and
vocabulary across subjects,themes, and topics. (See CCSS
AppendixB for examples of grade-level knowledge demands.)
Textsets also addressawide variety of studentinterests, and
arelikelyto foster independent reading.

1b. Textsets include a diverse range of high quality, culturally-
responsive and appropriate topics and themes. Textsfrom
diverse culturesreflectthe same high-quality featuresthat
are demanded of all texts.

EVIDENCE
RATING

@4) extensive

O 1) weak
@4) extensive

03) sufficient
OZ) some
Ol) weak

ELA/LITERACY GRADE-LEVEL INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS EVALUATION TOOL: QUALITY REVIEW GRADE 3



http://www.corestandards.org/assets/Appendix_B.pdf

http://www.corestandards.org/assets/Appendix_B.pdf

http://www.corestandards.org/assets/Appendix_B.pdf



GUIDING STATEMENTS SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXT/MATERIALS

1c. Materials include arich and diverse sampling of literary
texts including, but not limited to:

» Fables, folktales, and myths from diverse cultures

 Stories, drama, and poetry
» Multiple stories by the same author

1d.The range of informational texts include selections
that:

» Present historical events

» Describe technical procedures

» Present scientific ideas or concepts

» Containrelevantvisual representations of information
Contain at least two texts on the same topic

le. Student reading materials contain a range of
increasingly challenging selections that allow teachers to
build students’ ability to comprehend complex text and
expand vocabulary throughout the school year.

OVERALLRATING: @ 4)extensive evidence O 3) sufficient evidence O 2) some evidence O 1) weak evidence

SUMMARY STATEMENT (Explain why the materials received this overall rating):

EVIDENCE
RATING

@4) extensive
O 3) sufficient

OZ) some

O 3) sufficient
O 2) some

O 1) weak
@4) extensive

O 3) sufficient
O 2) some
O 1) weak

Wide range of interesting text types and genres. 11 Unit Readers w/ multiple chapters. High quality text-dependent and text-specific

questions that require students to cite evidence.

ELA/LITERACY GRADE-LEVEL INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS EVALUATION TOOL: QUALITY REVIEW GRADE 3





ALIGNMENT CRITERION Il. QUESTIONS AND TASKS SUPPORT STUDENT LEARNING

Questions posed to students in the materials under review should support student learning in building reading comprehension, in
finding and producing the textual evidence to support responses, and in developing grade-level academic language and domain-
specific words and phrases. Text for grade three students must include text-dependent questions that require the use of higher order
thinking skills. There should be a range of questions that require students to attend to the author’s language as his/her vehicle for
conveying meaning, as well as to support specific inferences with explicit details from the text. Most questions should require

that the student refer to the text in several places in order to devise an answer—rather than asking only literal, “right there” types of
guestions—and should also require the student to begin comparing texts, authors, and opinions (CCSS).

GUIDING STATEMENTS SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXT/MATERIALS E;/{EEI'\II\ICCE

Literature and Informational Text @4) extensive
2a. Key Ideas and Details. Questions and tasks require
students to explicitly attend to the text, including, but 03) sufficient
not limited to:
» Asking and answering questions to demonstrate

understanding of atext, referring to the text as the basis O 2) some

for answers
» Recounting stories, including fables, folktales, and myths

from diverse cultures O 1) weak

» Determining the central message,theme,or idea ofa
text, recounting key supporting details

» Describing the characters in a story and explaining how
their actions contribute to the sequence of events

+ Describingthe relationship between a series of historical
events, scientific concepts, or steps in technicalprocedures

» Make inferences

ELA/LITERACY GRADE-LEVEL INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS EVALUATION TOOL: QUALITY REVIEW GRADE 3 6
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GUIDING STATEMENTS SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXT/MATERIALS

2b. Craft and Structure. Questions and tasks require students
to explicitly attend to the text, including, but notlimited to:

» Determining the meaning of words and phrasesusedin
atext, including generalacademic and domain-specific
words, and distinguishing literal from nonliteral language

* Referring to parts of stories, dramas, or poems, using terms
suchaschapter,scene,andstanza,andhowthe partsbuild
on earlier sections

* Distinguishing their own point of view fromthat of
the author, narrator, or characters in a text

* Using text featuresandsearchtools such askeywords
and side bars

2c. Integration of Knowledge and Ideas. Questions and tasks
require studentsto explicitly attend to the text, including,
but not limitedto:

» Comparingand contrastingthe mostimportantpoints
and details presented in two texts on the same topic
» Comparing and contrasting the themes, settings, and
plots of stories
* Explaining how specific aspects of atext’s
illustrations contribute to what is described in
words
* Using information gained from illustrations

L -

OVERALLRATING: @ 4)extensive evidence O 3)sufficient evidence O 2) some evidence O 1) weak evidence

SUMMARY STATEMENT (Explain why the materials received this overall rating):
Comprehensive

EVIDENCE
RATING

@4) extensive
O 3) sufficient

O 2) some
O 1) weak

@4) extensive
(O 3) sufficient
(O 2) some
O v weak

ELA/LITERACY GRADE-LEVEL INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS EVALUATION TOOL: QUALITY REVIEW GRADE 3





ALIGNMENT CRITERIONIII. WRITINGTOSOURCESANDRESEARCH

The writing standards for each grade level highlight distinctive expectations about student writing. For details on grade-level writing
expectations and writing exemplars for grade three, see the Common Core State Standards for English Language Arts and Literacy.
The metrics below show key characteristics to look for in your review of materials.

GUIDING STATEMENTS SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXT/MATERIALS El\éIADCEI'\II\ICCE
3a. Writing assignments are explicitly connected to what @4) extensive
students are reading, and routinely include writing over
shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) and -
extended time frames (for research, reflection, and revision) O 3) sufficient
for a range of discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and
audiences. O 2) some

O 1) weak
3b. Text-dependent questions generally create the foundation @4) extensive
for students to address culminating writing tasks,
including: O 3) sufficient
« Writing opinion pieces ontopics or texts, supporting a

point of view with reasons
 Writing informative/explanatory texts to examine atopic O 2) some
and convey ideas and information clearly
e Writing narratives to develop real or imagined
experiences or events using effective technique, O 1) weak
descriptive details, and clear sequences of events
3c.Reading materials can serve as models to explore @4) extensive
writer’s craft, demonstrate use of domain-specific words and
phrases, and support student production of grade-level 03) sufficient

narrative, informational, and opinion writing.

O 2) some
O 1) weak

ELA/LITERACY GRADE-LEVEL INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS EVALUATION TOOL: QUALITY REVIEW GRADE 3 8
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EVIDENCE

GUIDING STATEMENTS SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXT/MATERIALS RATING

3d. Materialsinclude explicit supporttoteachers, either A Teacher Guide for each of the 11 Units. Easy to follow @4) extensive
intheteacher’sedition or classroom materials, forwriting repetitive format with lots of teacher resources.

instruction linked to the grade three writing -
standards, including: O 3) sufficient

» Producing writing in which the development
and organization are appropriate to the task and O 2) some
purpose
* Developing and strengthening writing by planning, revising,
and editing O 1) weak
* Using technology to produce and publish writing, as well
as to interact and collaborate with others

Materials should also guide the teaching of specific
components of grade three writing standards 1-3 (See CCSS).

3e. Materials provide opportunities and resourcesfor @4) extensive
students to conduct shortresearch projects that build
knowledge about a topic, including: O 3) sufficient

» Recalling information from experiences
» Gatheringinformation from printand digital sources
 Takingbriefnotes on sourcesand sorting evidence O 2) some
into provided categories
O 1) weak

OVERALLRATING: @4)extensive evidence OS) sufficient evidence OZ) some evidence Ol) weak evidence

SUMMARY STATEMENT (Explain why the materials received this overall rating):
The Writing Studio Program Guide is a companion program that extends instruction in the primary writing program. Students write
daily in a variety of ways that require them to refer to the texts they are reading.

ELA/LITERACY GRADE-LEVEL INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS EVALUATION TOOL: QUALITY REVIEW GRADE 3 9
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ALIGNMENT CRITERION IV: FOUNDATIONAL SKILLS

Materials provide guidance and support for explicit and systematic instruction and diagnostic support in grade-level phonics,
vocabulary development, syntax, and reading fluency. Students must be able to recognize and pronounce words fluently in order
to focus on the major goal of reading, which is comprehension. Effective foundational skills instruction in grade three includes an
explicit and systematic focus on phonics and practice in applying phonics for students who are struggling. Building word analysis
skills and fluency must also be contextualized within the materials.

GUIDING STATEMENTS

SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXT/MATERIALS

EVIDENCE
RATING

4a. Materials provide teachers with guidance and support for
explicitand systematicinstruction ofthe grade three Reading
Standards for Foundational Skills, including phonics, word
analysis, and reading with fluency to support
comprehension.

(Referto CCSS, Appendix Afortheresearchdetailing the
advancement of foundational skills in reading.)

4b. Materialsinclude a variety of opportunities for students
to develop and apply word analysis and decoding
skills, including:

Understanding grade-level vocabulary
Identifying and knowing the meaning of most
common prefixes and derivational suffixes
Decoding words with common Latin suffixes
Understanding multisyllabic wordsin context

and out of context

Reading grade-appropriate irregularly-spelled
words

Self-correctingusingwordrecognition skills

and context to confirm understanding

@4) extensive
03) sufficient

ELA/LITERACY GRADE-LEVEL INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS EVALUATION TOOL: QUALITY REVIEW GRADE 3
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EVIDENCE

GUIDING STATEMENTS SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXT/MATERIALS RATING
4c. Materials provide regular practice in reading grade-level Online component for this. @ 4) extensive
prose and poetry with accuracy, atan appropriate rate, and
with appropriate expression. O 3) sufficient

O 2) some
O 1) weak
4d. Materials guide studentsinreading grade-level texts with @ 4) extensive
purpose and understanding, making frequent connections
between the acquisition of foundational skills and access O 3) sufficient
to the meaning of texts (including a set of text-dependent

or text-specific questions to check for understanding).

O 2) some
O 1) weak

OVERALLRATING: @4)extensive evidence O 3) sufficient evidence OZ) some evidence Ol) weak evidence

SUMMARY STATEMENT (Explain why the materials received this overall rating):
Language, Spelling, Grammar, Morphology, or Word Work are addressed explicitly in each lesson. The teacher friendly format is
refreshing and appreciated.

ELA/LITERACY GRADE-LEVEL INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS EVALUATION TOOL: QUALITY REVIEW GRADE 3 11





ALIGNMENT CRITERION V: LANGUAGE

The Common Core State Standards for language focus on ensuring that students gain adequate mastery of a range of language skills
and applications. Students are expected to meet each year’s grade-specific standards and retain or further develop skills, knowledge,

and vocabulary gained in preceding grades (CCSS).

GUIDING STATEMENTS SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXT/MATERIALS

EVIDENCE
RATING

Conventions of Standard English

5a. There is evidence that grade-level grammar and

conventions are addressed using an integrated and

contextualized approach in daily instruction. Materials and

tasks in grade three are designed to help build student

understanding and use of:

* Nouns (abstract, regular, and irregular)

* Possessive pronouns

* Regular and irregular verbs, andthe simple verbtenses

» Comparative and superlative adjectivesand adverbs

+ Coordinating and subordinating conjunctions inwriting
compound and complex sentences

e Commas (such asin addresses and with quotationsin
dialogue)

* Correct spelling and capitalization, applying knowledge of
spelling patterns and generalizations in writing
words

@4) extensive

Knowledge of Language
5b. The materials support instruction on:

» Choosingwords and phrases for effect

» Recognizing differences between the conventions of
spoken and written English

(@) extensive
(O3 sufficient
OZ) some
O1) weak

ELA/LITERACY GRADE-LEVEL INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS EVALUATION TOOL: QUALITY REVIEW GRADE 3
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GUIDING STATEMENTS

Vocabulary Acquisition and Use

5c.Thematerials provide context,support,and strategies

for developing vocabulary acquisition skills, including:

* Using sentence-levelcontext clues to unlock the
meaning of words

» Using affixesand roots as cluestothe meaning of
words

 Consulting glossaries or beginning dictionaries to
determine the meaning of words

5d. The materials provide embedded opportunities for
students b encounterand develop an understanding of
word relationships and nuancesinword meanings.

SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXT/MATERIALS

OVERALLRATING: @ 4)extensive evidence O 3) sufficient evidence O 2) some evidence Ol) weak evidence

SUMMARY STATEMENT (Explain why the materials received this overall rating):

Comprehensive

EVIDENCE
RATING

@4) extensive
(O 3) sufficient
O 2) some
O 1) weak

@4) extensive
O 3) sufficient
(O 2) some
O 1 weak

ELA/LITERACY GRADE-LEVEL INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS EVALUATION TOOL: QUALITY REVIEW GRADE 3

13





ALIGNMENT CRITERIONVI: SPEAKINGAND LISTENING

To be CCSS-aligned, speaking and listening must be integrated into lessons, items, and tasks. These must reflect a progression of
communication skills required for eventual college- and career-readiness, as outlined in the standards. If grade three students are
able to listen to others, discuss what they are learning, and voice their own confusion or misunderstandings, their learning
becomes deeper and more meaningful. They are exposed, at this level, to points of view that may differ from their own, and they
learn how to agree and disagree, express their own thoughts, and ask questions when they don’t understand or need more
clarification (CCSS).

GUIDING STATEMENTS

SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXT/MATERIALS

EVIDENCE
RATING

6a.Comprehension and Collaboration. Materials
provide a language framework that guides student
participation in academic conversations, including the
ability to:

Come to a discussion prepared

Follow agreed upon rules/roles

Pose and respond to specific questions to clarify or follow
up oninformation

Review key ideas and explain their own ideas
Differentiate between contexts forformal English

and situations where informal discourse is

appropriate

Useaccurate, grade-appropriate conversational, general
academic,and domain-specificwordsand phrases

@4) extensive

ELA/LITERACY GRADE-LEVEL INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS EVALUATION TOOL: QUALITY REVIEW GRADE 3
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GUIDING STATEMENTS SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXT/MATERIALS SYIBEGE

RATING

. : 4) extensive
6b.Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas. Materials provide @ )
a language framework for student planning of effective
presentations, focusing on: O 3) sufficient
» Howtoreportonatopicusingevidencetopresent

findings from their research

* How to tell a story or recount an experience O 2) some

* Howto use appropriate facts and relevant details to

support ideas
» Howto speakin complete sentences when appropriate to O 1) weak

the task and situation

OVERALLRATING: @ 4)extensive evidence OB) sufficient evidence O 2) some evidence O 1) weak evidence

SUMMARY STATEMENT (Explain why the materials received this overall rating):
Each lesson has a Speaking & Listening component that relates to either student reading or a teacher Read-Aloud. Students are
sharing their thinking and decision-making required for specific tasks as well as listening to their classmates.

ELA/LITERACY GRADE-LEVEL INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS EVALUATION TOOL: QUALITY REVIEW GRADE 3





ALIGNMENT CRITERION VII: SCAFFOLDING AND SUPPORTS

While scaffolds are not a part of the standards themselves, it is important to support teachers in meeting the needs of the range of
students in their classrooms. In order to meet the reading, speaking, and writing needs of all grade three students, the materials
must include supports for students to comprehend texts at the grades three through five-complexity band as required, and at the
high end of this complexity band with scaffolding. Supports and scaffolds should draw students back to the text and provide
strategies for vocabulary acquisition. All scaffolding and support requires ongoing formal and informal assessments that provide
multiple opportunities for students to demonstrate their proficiency and inform instruction.

Scaffolding is not just intended for struggling students, but also for students who are ready for above grade-level work. As text
complexity increases and tasks get increasingly challenging, the need for appropriate scaffolds for above grade-level access is

equally important (CCSS).

GUIDING STATEMENTS

7a. The texts promote differentiated instruction and
instructional conversations about text to support student
learning of:

» Academic language
e Linguistic frames
* Repeated grammatical structures and language

SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXT/MATERIALS

EVIDENCE
RATING

04) extensive
@ 3) sufficient

O 2) some
O 1) weak

7b. The materials include student supports such as:

» Multiple digital and media versions of texts

lllustrations

Graphs andcharts

Maps and photographs

* Visual cues/notes that draw attention to words in
the text thatsignalsequenceoroffercluestomeaning
(suchas where, when, and how key events occur)

Image cards for each unit w/ photographs and illustrations

@4) extensive
(O 3 sufficient
O 2) some
O 1) weak

ELA/LITERACY GRADE-LEVEL INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS EVALUATION TOOL: QUALITY REVIEW GRADE 3

16



http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/



GUIDING STATEMENTS SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXT/MATERIALS

7c. The materialsaredesignedto support teacher
instruction by use of:

* Explicit instructional directions accompanied by materials
that are clearly aligned to stated goals and objectives
that build student abilityto read and comprehendgrade-
level text.

« Strategies to gradually increase difficulty as students’
comprehension skills strengthen

» Strategiesto supportstudentacquisitionof
knowledge supporting specific common core
standards

* Clear and detailed teacher directions and guidance
for introducing new concepts and skills

» Clear guidance for documenting student progress
toward meeting grade-level standards

7d.The materials provide support for student
learning throughvaryingmodalities (i.e., thereare
provisionsfor print, digital, and other multimedia sources
forinformation attainment).

EVIDENCE
RATING

@4) extensive
O 3) sufficient
O 2) some

O 1) weak

@4) extensive
O 3) sufficient
O 2) some

O 1) weak

ELA/LITERACY GRADE-LEVEL INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS EVALUATION TOOL: QUALITY REVIEW GRADE 3
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GUIDING STATEMENTS

7e. The materials include assessments along with:

OVERALLRATING: 7@4)extensive evidence OS) sufficient evidence O 2) some evidence O 1) weak evidence

Suggestions for next steps to address a spectrum of
performancelevels and needs based on assessmentresults
Opportunities for students to demonstrate their expertise
through the use of performance tasks

Pieces of challenging and complete textthatcan be
used to assessstudentunderstandingand next
instructional steps

Reading selections and questions that progressin a logical
sequence for gradual release?

Enrichmenttasksfor students who are ontarget for
meeting grade-level expectations

Steps to take when evidence suggests that students

are starting to fallbehind

SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXT/MATERIALS

SUMMARY STATEMENT (Explain why the materials received this overall rating):
Multiple opportunities for formal and informal assessments that are built into the daily lessons.

1 Gradual release: scaffolding of instruction so that students develop the ability to read and complete tasks and assignments independently and proficiently.

EVIDENCE
RATING

@4) extensive
OB) sufficient

OZ) some
Ol) weak

ELA/LITERACY GRADE-LEVEL INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS EVALUATION TOOL: QUALITY REVIEW GRADE 3
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		SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXTMATERIALSLiterature and Informational Text C1a The texts present rich and embedded relationships between and among characters ideas and concepts that are conveyed through masterful sty l e and structure See exemplars in CCSS Appendix B: Classic tales "Aladdin and the Wonderful Lamp" & "Alice's Adventures in Wonderland"

		SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXTMATERIALSC1bThemater i alscons i stentlyincludeshortchal l engingand complete texts that contain rich content ideas and academ i c language worthy of close reading See exemplars in CCSS Appendix B: 

		C1cThematerialsconsistentlyprovideopportunitiesto read both l i terary and i nformationaltexts in the gradesthree throughfivetextcomp l exityband with scaffo l ding as needed at the high end of the range: 11 Units starting w/ Classic Tales;  The Wind in the Willows 

		C1d Mater i als prov i de i nstruct i onal content and strategies for grade l evel vocabulary acquisition: Academic vocab for each unit and students keep a domain vocab dictionary.

		SUMMARY STATEMENT Explain why the materials received this overall rating: Complex texts that are interesting w/ everyday writing opportunities for students to collaborate and communicate about their writing.

		SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXTMATERIALSLiterature and Informational Text 1aThe range of materials both print and digital allows teachers and students to explore content that coherently and systemat i ca l l y builds know l edge and vocabulary across subjectsthemesand topicsSee CCSS AppendixB for examples of grade l eve l know l edge demands Text sets a l so addressa wide variety of student i nterestsand arelikelyto foster independent reading: 

		SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXTMATERIALS1b Text sets include a diverse range of high quality culturally responsive and appropriate topicsand themes Textsfrom diverseculturesreflectthesamehighqualityfeaturesthat are demanded of all texts: 

		SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXTMATERIALS1c Materials include a rich and diverse sampling of l i terary texts including but not limited to  Fablesfolktales and myths from diversecultures  Stories drama and poetry  Multiple stories by the same author: 

		SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXTMATERIALS1dThe range of informational texts include selections that  Present historical events  Describe technical procedures  Present scientific ideas or concepts  Contain relevantvisual representations of information  Contain at least two texts on the same topic: 

		SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXTMATERIALS1e Student reading materials contain a range of increasingly challenging selections that allow teachers to build students ability to comprehend complex text and expand vocabulary throughout the school year: 

		SUMMARY STATEMENT Explain why the materials received this overall rating_2: Wide range of interesting text types and genres.  11 Unit Readers w/ multiple chapters.  High quality text-dependent and text-specific questions that require students to cite evidence.

		SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXTMATERIALSLiterature and Informational Text 2a Key Ideas and Details Questions and tasks require students to explicitly attend to the text including but not limited to  Asking and answering questions to demonstrate understanding of a text referring to the text as the basis for answers  Recounting stor i es including fables folktales and myths from diversecultures  Determining the central messagethemeor idea ofa text recounting key supporting details  Describ i ng the characters in a story and explaining how their actions contribute tothe sequence of events  Describing the relationship between a series of historical events sc i ent i f i c concepts or steps i n technica l procedures  Make inferences: 

		SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXTMATERIALS2b Craft and Structure Questions and tasks require students to explicitlyattend tothe text including but not limited to  Determining the meaning of words and phrases used in atext including general academic and domainspecific words and distinguishing l i teral from nonliteral language  Referring to parts of stor i es dramas or poems us i ng terms suchaschaptersceneandstanzaandhowthepartsbuild on earlier sections  Distinguishing their own point of view from that of the author narrator or characters in a text  Using text featuresandsearchtools such as keywords and side bars: 

		SUMMARY STATEMENT Explain why the materials received this overall rating_3: Comprehensive

		SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXTMATERIALS3a Writing assignments are explicitly connected to what students are reading and routinely include writing over shorter time frames a single sitting or a day or two and extended time frames for research reflection and revision for a range of disciplinespecific tasks purposes and audiences: 

		SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXTMATERIALS3b Textdependent questions generally create the foundation for students to address culminating writing tasks including  Writing opinion pieces on topics or texts supporting a point of view with reasons  Writing informativeexplanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas and information clearly  Writing narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events us i ng effect i ve techn i que descr i pt i ve deta i l s and clear sequences of events: 

		SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXTMATERIALS3cReading materials can serve as models to explore writers craft demonstrate use of domainspecific words and phrases and support student production of gradelevel narrative informational and opinion writing: 

		SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXTMATERIALS3d Materialsinclude explicit support toteachers either intheteacherseditionorclassroommaterialsforwriting instruction linked to the grade three writing standards including  Producing writing in which the development and organ i zat i on  are appropriate to the task and purpose  Developing and strengthening wr i ting by planning rev i s i ng and editing  Using technology to produce and publish writing as well as to interact and collaborate with others Materials should also guide the teaching of specific componentsof gradethree wr i tingstandards 13SeeCCSS: A Teacher Guide for each of the 11 Units.  Easy to follow repetitive format with lots of teacher resources.

		SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXTMATERIALS3eMaterialsprovide opportunities and resourcesfor students to conduct short research projects that build knowledge about a topic including  Recalling information from experiences  Gathering information from print and digital sources  Takingbriefnotes on sourcesand sorting evidence into provided categories: 

		SUMMARY STATEMENT Explain why the materials received this overall rating_4: The Writing Studio Program Guide is a companion program that extends instruction in the primary writing program.   Students write daily in a variety of ways that require them to refer to the texts they are reading.  

		SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXTMATERIALS4a Materials provide teachers with guidance and support for explicitandsystematicinstructionofthegradethreeReading Standards for Foundational Skills including phonics word analysis and reading with fluency to support comprehension RefertoCCSSAppendixAfortheresearchdetailingthe advancement of foundational skills in reading: 

		SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXTMATERIALS4b Materials include a variety of opportunities for students to develop and apply word analysis and decoding skills including  Understanding gradelevel vocabulary  Identifying and knowing the meaning of most common prefixes and derivational suffixes  Decoding words with common Latin suffixes  Understanding multisyllabic wordsin context and out of context  Reading gradeappropriate irregularlyspelled words  Selfcorrectingusingwordrecognition skills and context to confirm understanding: 

		SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXTMATERIALS4c Mater i als prov i de regular pract i ce in reading grade l evel prose and poetry with accuracy at an appropriate rate and with appropriateexpression: Online component for this.

		SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXTMATERIALS4d Materialsguide studentsinreading gradelevel texts with purpose and understanding making frequent connections between the acquisition of foundational skills and access to the meaning of texts including a set of textdependent or textspecific questions to check for understanding: 

		SUMMARY STATEMENT Explain why the materials received this overall rating_5: Language, Spelling, Grammar, Morphology, or Word Work are addressed explicitly in each lesson.  The teacher friendly format is refreshing and appreciated.

		SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXTMATERIALSConventions of Standard English 5a There is evidence that gradelevel grammar and conventions are addressed using an integrated and contextua l i zed approach i n dai l y i nstruct i on Mater i als and tasks in grade three are designed to help build student understanding and use of  Nouns abstract regular and irregular  Possessive pronouns  Regular and irregular verbsandthe simpleverbtenses  Comparativeandsuperlativeadjectivesandadverbs  Coordinating and subordinating conjunctions in wr i ting compound and complex sentences  Commas such as in addresses and with quotat i ons i n dialogue  Correct spel l i ng and capital i zat i on applying knowledgeof spelling patterns and generalizations in writing words: 

		SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXTMATERIALSKnowledge of Language 5b The materials support instruction on  Choosingwords and phrases for effect  Recognizing differences between the conventions of spoken and written English: 

		SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXTMATERIALSVocabulary Acquisition and Use 5cThematerials provide contextsupportand strategies for developing vocabulary acquisition skills including  Using sentencelevelcontext clues to unlock the meaning of words  Using affixes and roots as clues tothemeaning of words  Consulting glossaries or beginning dictionaries to determine the meaning of words: 

		SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXTMATERIALS5d The materials provide embedded opportunities for students to encounterand developanunderstanding of word relationships and nuances in word meanings: 

		SUMMARY STATEMENT Explain why the materials received this overall rating_6: Comprehensive

		SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXTMATERIALS6aComprehension and Collaboration Materials provide a language framework that guides student participation in academic conversations including the abilityto  Come to a discussion prepared  Follow agreed upon rulesroles  Pose and respond to specific questions to clarify or follow up on information  Review key ideas and explain their own ideas  Differentiatebetween contexts forformalEnglish and situations where informal discourse is appropriate  Useaccurategradeappropr i ateconversat i onal general academicanddomainspecificwordsandphrases: 

		SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXTMATERIALS6bPresentation of Knowledge and Ideas Materials provide a language framework for student planning of effective presentations focusing on  Howtoreportonatopicusingevidencetopresent findings from their research  How to tell a story or recount an experience  How to use appropriate facts and relevant details to support ideas  Howto speak in complete sentences when appropriateto the task and situation: 

		SUMMARY STATEMENT Explain why the materials received this overall rating_7: Each lesson has a Speaking & Listening component that relates to either student reading or a teacher Read-Aloud.  Students are sharing their thinking and decision-making required for specific tasks as well as listening to their classmates.

		SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXTMATERIALS7a The texts promote differentiated instruction and instructional conversations about text to support student learning of  Academic language  Linguistic frames  Repeated grammatical structures and language: 

		SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXTMATERIALS7b The materials include student supports such as  Multiple digital and media versions of texts  Illustrations  Graphs andcharts  Maps andphotographs  Visual cuesnotes that draw attention to words in the text thatsignalsequenceoroffercluestomeaning suchas where when and how key events occur: Image cards for each unit w/ photographs and illustrations

		SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXTMATERIALS7c Thematerialsaredesignedto support teacher instruction by use of  Explicit i nstruct i onal direct i ons accompanied by mater i als that are clearly aligned to stated goals and objectives that build student abilityto readandcomprehendgrade level text  Strategies to gradual l y i ncrease d i ff i cu l ty as students  comprehension skills strengthen  Strateg i esto supportstudentacquis i tionof know l edge supporting specific common core standards  C l ear and detai l ed teacher direct i ons and guidance for introducing newconcepts andskills  C l ear guidance for document i ng student progress toward meeting gradelevel standards: 

		SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXTMATERIALS7dThe materials provide support for student learning throughvaryingmodalitiesiethereare provisionsfor print digital and other multimedia sources for information attainment: 

		SPECIFIC EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXTMATERIALS7e The materials include assessments along with  Suggestions for next steps to address a spectrum of performance l evels andneeds based on assessment results  Opportunities for students to demonstrate their expertise through the use of performance tasks  Pieces of challenging and complete textthatcan be used to assess studentunderstanding and next instructional steps  Reading select i ons and questions that progress in a l ogical sequence for gradual release1  Enrichment tasksfor students who areontarget for meeting gradelevel expectations  Steps to take when evidence suggests that students are starting to fallbehind: 

		SUMMARY STATEMENT Explain why the materials received this overall rating_8: Multiple opportunities for formal and informal assessments that are built into the daily lessons.  
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Textbook and Instructional Material Evaluation Rubric Form-
English Language Arts

Instructional materials are designed for use by students and teachers as a learning resource for students to acquire

essential knowledge, skills, abilities, and dispositions. This includes print and non-print materials, including
comprehensive/core textbooks, supplemental materials, Web-based and electronic textbooks, and assessments.

Title: Core Knowledge Author(s): Publisher(s): Amplify
Copyright Date: Subject/Grade Level: 3rd

Student ISBN:

Teacher Edition ISBN:

Instructions: Use the tables below to determine if the Textbook or Instructional material meets each criteria.

Organization

Criteria 2 1

Meets | Inadequate Comments

1. Material provides a useful table of
contents, glossary, supplemental pages, and X
index.

2. Layout is consistent; chapters/units are
arranged logically; and allow access through X
multiple modalities.

3. Teacher edition contains interesting
introductions and a list of prerequisites skills X
for each chapter.

4. Material contains examples, explanations, X
and/or online resources to the depth and
breadth of the Nevada Academic Content
Standards.

5. Information is accurate, current, and
research-based.

6. Focus of academic and domain specific
vocabulary is prevalent throughout reading,
writing, listening, and speaking.

7. Size and format of print is appropriate.

8. Format is visually appealing & interesting.

9. Material provides Smarter Balanced
assessment type questions and/or
performance-based tasks.

10. Electronic and interactive format
available.

X | DK [x x| DX | X

Other:

Total Organization: 20

English Language Arts Content
1
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Criteria

2 1
Meets | Inadequate

Comments

11. Materials focus on the knowledge, skills, and
abilities (KSASs) appropriate to the grade level.

12. Material demonstrates coherence and rigor of
KSAs appropriate to grade level.

13. Real-world applications are relevant to the
students.

14. Information and directions are clearly written and
explained.

15. Tasks are aligned to the anchor standards of the
Nevada Academic Content Standards.

16. Non-text content (maps, graphs, pictures, etc.) are
accurate, authentic, and well integrated into the
instructional material.

17. Lessons/tasks are interdisciplinary when
appropriate.

18. Tasks apply to the diversity of students and their
abilities, interests, and learning styles.

19. Questions and tasks encourage the development
and application of higher-level thinking skills.

20. Teacher edition includes questioning strategies
and/or questions to check for understanding at all
Depth of Knowledge (DOK) levels.

21. Teacher edition includes formative
assessment/evaluation tools and processes.

22. Material adheres to the text complexity at each
grade level outlined by the Nevada Academic Content
Standards.

23. Material provides access to or demonstrates
concepts in multiple ways, allowing for a variety of
student responses.

24. Tasks have a purpose, aligned to a skill or concept
at grade level.

25. Range and quality of text at each grade level is
addressed with a well-balanced representation of
literary and informational texts.

26. Material includes application of skills and
concepts at grade level.

27. Material makes it clear that student writing is a
key task (argument, informative, response to audience
and purpose, short focused research).

28. Content includes 21 Century skill development
such as collaboration, creative thinking, and problem

DX XX XX XXX XXX X | X [ XXX |[X|X

solving.
Other:
Total ELA Content Criteria: 36
Inclusion
2
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Criteria

2 1

Meets | Inadequate

Comments

29. Material reflects a variety of ways to
differentiate instruction and model content to
support all learners.

X

30. Material reflects sensitivity with regard
to gender, race/ethnicity, religion, socio-
economic status, intellectual, and physical
abilities.

31. Material includes access to a multilingual
glossary.

32. Material provides resources for students
with disabilities and English Language
Learners aligned to grade level content.

33. Material is available for students with
visual impairments via a NIMAS file on the
NIMAC system.

X
X
X

Other:

Total Inclusion Criteria:

Alignment

Criteria

2 1

Meets | Inadequate Comments

34. Material content aligns to
district/organization curriculum.

35. Material content aligns with college and | y
career readiness skills (Nevada Academic
Content Standards).

36. Material is a useful resource in preparing X

students to meet the requirements of the
Nevada Academic Content Standards and
statewide assessments.

Other:

Total Alignment Criteria:

Total Score for ELA Textbook or Instructional Material: 68

Nevada Department of Education

N
S oo
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Textbook and Instructional Material Adoption Form
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		2 Meets1 Material provides a useful table of contents glossary supplemental pages and index: X

		1 Inadequate1 Material provides a useful table of contents glossary supplemental pages and index: 

		Comments1 Material provides a useful table of contents glossary supplemental pages and index: 

		2 Meets2 Layout is consistent chaptersunits are arranged logically and allow access through multiple modalities: X

		1 Inadequate2 Layout is consistent chaptersunits are arranged logically and allow access through multiple modalities: 

		Comments2 Layout is consistent chaptersunits are arranged logically and allow access through multiple modalities: 

		2 Meets3 Teacher edition contains interesting introductions and a list of prerequisites skills for each chapter: X

		1 Inadequate3 Teacher edition contains interesting introductions and a list of prerequisites skills for each chapter: 

		Comments3 Teacher edition contains interesting introductions and a list of prerequisites skills for each chapter: 

		2 Meets4 Material contains examples explanations andor online resources to the depth and breadth of the Nevada Academic Content Standards: X

		1 Inadequate4 Material contains examples explanations andor online resources to the depth and breadth of the Nevada Academic Content Standards: 

		Comments4 Material contains examples explanations andor online resources to the depth and breadth of the Nevada Academic Content Standards: 

		2 Meets5 Information is accurate current and researchbased: X

		1 Inadequate5 Information is accurate current and researchbased: 

		Comments5 Information is accurate current and researchbased: 

		2 Meets6 Focus of academic and domain specific vocabulary is prevalent throughout reading writing listening and speaking: X

		1 Inadequate6 Focus of academic and domain specific vocabulary is prevalent throughout reading writing listening and speaking: 

		Comments6 Focus of academic and domain specific vocabulary is prevalent throughout reading writing listening and speaking: 

		2 Meets7 Size and format of print is appropriate: X

		1 Inadequate7 Size and format of print is appropriate: 

		Comments7 Size and format of print is appropriate: 

		2 Meets8 Format is visually appealing  interesting: X

		1 Inadequate8 Format is visually appealing  interesting: 

		Comments8 Format is visually appealing  interesting: 

		2 Meets9 Material provides Smarter Balanced assessment type questions andor performancebased tasks: X

		1 Inadequate9 Material provides Smarter Balanced assessment type questions andor performancebased tasks: 

		Comments9 Material provides Smarter Balanced assessment type questions andor performancebased tasks: 

		2 Meets10 Electronic and interactive format available: X

		1 Inadequate10 Electronic and interactive format available: 

		Comments10 Electronic and interactive format available: 

		2 MeetsOther: 

		1 InadequateOther: 

		CommentsOther: 

		2 MeetsTotal Organization: 20

		1 InadequateTotal Organization: 

		CommentsTotal Organization: 

		2 Meets11 Materials focus on the knowledge skills and abilities KSAs appropriate to the grade level: X

		1 Inadequate11 Materials focus on the knowledge skills and abilities KSAs appropriate to the grade level: 

		Comments11 Materials focus on the knowledge skills and abilities KSAs appropriate to the grade level: 

		2 Meets12 Material demonstrates coherence and rigor of KSAs appropriate to grade level: X

		1 Inadequate12 Material demonstrates coherence and rigor of KSAs appropriate to grade level: 

		Comments12 Material demonstrates coherence and rigor of KSAs appropriate to grade level: 

		2 Meets13 Realworld applications are relevant to the students: X

		1 Inadequate13 Realworld applications are relevant to the students: 

		Comments13 Realworld applications are relevant to the students: 

		2 Meets14 Information and directions are clearly written and explained: X

		1 Inadequate14 Information and directions are clearly written and explained: 

		Comments14 Information and directions are clearly written and explained: 

		2 Meets15 Tasks are aligned to the anchor standards of the Nevada Academic Content Standards: X

		1 Inadequate15 Tasks are aligned to the anchor standards of the Nevada Academic Content Standards: 

		Comments15 Tasks are aligned to the anchor standards of the Nevada Academic Content Standards: 

		2 Meets16 Nontext content maps graphs pictures etc are accurate authentic and well integrated into the instructional material: X

		1 Inadequate16 Nontext content maps graphs pictures etc are accurate authentic and well integrated into the instructional material: 

		Comments16 Nontext content maps graphs pictures etc are accurate authentic and well integrated into the instructional material: 

		2 Meets17 Lessonstasks are interdisciplinary when appropriate: X

		1 Inadequate17 Lessonstasks are interdisciplinary when appropriate: 

		Comments17 Lessonstasks are interdisciplinary when appropriate: 

		2 Meets18 Tasks apply to the diversity of students and their abilities interests and learning styles: X

		1 Inadequate18 Tasks apply to the diversity of students and their abilities interests and learning styles: 

		Comments18 Tasks apply to the diversity of students and their abilities interests and learning styles: 

		2 Meets19 Questions and tasks encourage the development and application of higherlevel thinking skills: X

		1 Inadequate19 Questions and tasks encourage the development and application of higherlevel thinking skills: 

		Comments19 Questions and tasks encourage the development and application of higherlevel thinking skills: 

		2 Meets20 Teacher edition includes questioning strategies andor questions to check for understanding at all Depth of Knowledge DOK levels: X

		1 Inadequate20 Teacher edition includes questioning strategies andor questions to check for understanding at all Depth of Knowledge DOK levels: 

		Comments20 Teacher edition includes questioning strategies andor questions to check for understanding at all Depth of Knowledge DOK levels: 

		2 Meets21 Teacher edition includes formative assessmentevaluation tools and processes: X

		1 Inadequate21 Teacher edition includes formative assessmentevaluation tools and processes: 

		Comments21 Teacher edition includes formative assessmentevaluation tools and processes: 

		2 Meets22 Material adheres to the text complexity at each grade level outlined by the Nevada Academic Content Standards: X

		1 Inadequate22 Material adheres to the text complexity at each grade level outlined by the Nevada Academic Content Standards: 

		Comments22 Material adheres to the text complexity at each grade level outlined by the Nevada Academic Content Standards: 

		2 Meets23 Material provides access to or demonstrates concepts in multiple ways allowing for a variety of student responses: X

		1 Inadequate23 Material provides access to or demonstrates concepts in multiple ways allowing for a variety of student responses: 

		Comments23 Material provides access to or demonstrates concepts in multiple ways allowing for a variety of student responses: 

		2 Meets24 Tasks have a purpose aligned to a skill or concept at grade level: X

		1 Inadequate24 Tasks have a purpose aligned to a skill or concept at grade level: 

		Comments24 Tasks have a purpose aligned to a skill or concept at grade level: 

		2 Meets25 Range and quality of text at each grade level is addressed with a wellbalanced representation of literary and informational texts: X

		1 Inadequate25 Range and quality of text at each grade level is addressed with a wellbalanced representation of literary and informational texts: 

		Comments25 Range and quality of text at each grade level is addressed with a wellbalanced representation of literary and informational texts: 

		2 Meets26 Material includes application of skills and concepts at grade level: X

		1 Inadequate26 Material includes application of skills and concepts at grade level: 

		Comments26 Material includes application of skills and concepts at grade level: 

		2 Meets27 Material makes it clear that student writing is a key task argument informative response to audience and purpose short focused research: X

		1 Inadequate27 Material makes it clear that student writing is a key task argument informative response to audience and purpose short focused research: 

		Comments27 Material makes it clear that student writing is a key task argument informative response to audience and purpose short focused research: 

		2 Meets28 Content includes 21st Century skill development such as collaboration creative thinking and problem solving: X

		1 Inadequate28 Content includes 21st Century skill development such as collaboration creative thinking and problem solving: 

		Comments28 Content includes 21st Century skill development such as collaboration creative thinking and problem solving: 

		Other_2: 

		2 MeetsOther_2: 

		1 InadequateOther_2: 

		CommentsOther_2: 

		2 MeetsTotal ELA Content Criteria: 36

		1 InadequateTotal ELA Content Criteria: 

		CommentsTotal ELA Content Criteria: 

		2 Meets29 Material reflects a variety of ways to differentiate instruction and model content to support all learners: 

		1 Inadequate29 Material reflects a variety of ways to differentiate instruction and model content to support all learners: X

		Comments29 Material reflects a variety of ways to differentiate instruction and model content to support all learners: 

		2 Meets30 Material reflects sensitivity with regard to gender raceethnicity religion socio economic status intellectual and physical abilities: X

		1 Inadequate30 Material reflects sensitivity with regard to gender raceethnicity religion socio economic status intellectual and physical abilities: 

		Comments30 Material reflects sensitivity with regard to gender raceethnicity religion socio economic status intellectual and physical abilities: 

		2 Meets31 Material includes access to a multilingual glossary: 

		1 Inadequate31 Material includes access to a multilingual glossary: X

		Comments31 Material includes access to a multilingual glossary: 

		2 Meets32 Material provides resources for students with disabilities and English Language Learners aligned to grade level content: 

		1 Inadequate32 Material provides resources for students with disabilities and English Language Learners aligned to grade level content: X

		Comments32 Material provides resources for students with disabilities and English Language Learners aligned to grade level content: 

		2 Meets33 Material is available for students with visual impairments via a NIMAS file on the NIMAC system: 

		1 Inadequate33 Material is available for students with visual impairments via a NIMAS file on the NIMAC system: X

		Comments33 Material is available for students with visual impairments via a NIMAS file on the NIMAC system: 

		Other_3: 

		2 MeetsOther_3: 

		1 InadequateOther_3: 

		CommentsOther_3: 

		2 MeetsTotal Inclusion Criteria: 6

		1 InadequateTotal Inclusion Criteria: 

		CommentsTotal Inclusion Criteria: 

		2 Meets34 Material content aligns to districtorganization curriculum: X

		1 Inadequate34 Material content aligns to districtorganization curriculum: 

		Comments34 Material content aligns to districtorganization curriculum: 

		2 Meets35 Material content aligns with college and career readiness skills Nevada Academic Content Standards: X

		1 Inadequate35 Material content aligns with college and career readiness skills Nevada Academic Content Standards: 

		Comments35 Material content aligns with college and career readiness skills Nevada Academic Content Standards: 

		2 Meets36 Material is a useful resource in preparing students to meet the requirements of the Nevada Academic Content Standards and statewide assessments: X

		1 Inadequate36 Material is a useful resource in preparing students to meet the requirements of the Nevada Academic Content Standards and statewide assessments: 

		Comments36 Material is a useful resource in preparing students to meet the requirements of the Nevada Academic Content Standards and statewide assessments: 

		Other_4: 

		2 MeetsOther_4: 

		1 InadequateOther_4: 

		CommentsOther_4: 

		2 MeetsTotal Alignment Criteria: 6

		1 InadequateTotal Alignment Criteria: 

		CommentsTotal Alignment Criteria: 

		Total Score for ELA Textbook or Instructional Material: 68

		Title: Core Knowledge

		Author(s): 

		Publishers: Amplify

		Copyright Date: 

		Subject/Grade Level: 3rd

		Student ISBN: 

		Teacher Edition ISBN: 

		Other: 






2018-2019 WCSD CAP K-5 ELA Program Evaluation Rubric

Evaluator Number

Includes a fully web-based version of the complete text, including interactive, and multimedia features appropriate for student
use, including home use, and accessible on a variety of digital devices and operating systems.

May include supplemental digital materials and enhancements such as virtual manipulatives, interactive games, and
video appropriate for collaborative and individual learning environments. May include online professional development
components and additional instructional planning resources for teachers.

May include resources in other languages (Spanish for our two-way immersion schools).

Program - 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 1 12 13

Does not occur

1 2 3
Sometimes occurs
Frequently occurs
Consistently occurs

Comments or concerns

#4-Online tools available for assessments and practice. Various forms of support and to reinforce
learned skills. Spanish version available.

#8- online assessment tools, digital library & student editions, vocabulary notebook, comprehension
coach, interactive whiteboard resources. Online PD. No Spanish version

# 9min. Online resources/assessments. All materials are also in Spanish. Readers workshop model

w/ mini lessons. No online interactive games
#10- K-2 anlv Manv online resotirces and aames Online stiident assesesments-however minimal

Includes a balanced assessment program with a variety of formative assessments and a monitoring component.

5
Program - ‘
Does not occur Sometimes *

occurs Frequently occurs

Consistently occurs

Comments or concerns

#4- In early grades, it does not appear there is a true formative assessment system for monitoring
students as they acquire strategies for learning to read (example: running records). The intermediate
grades (4/5) appear to have a comprehensive system to monitor students using a variety of methods
that are more appropriate to that ability level.

#8- online assessment tools. Same feedback as #4 as for primary grades

A VAL





Provides Differentiated Instruction including the needs of diverse learners

Program -

Does not occur

Sometimes occurs

Frequently occurs

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 1 12 13
®
®

Consistently occurs

Comments or Concerns

#4- Leveled texts are provided, however limited to four levels.

#8- Level readers (only 4 levels), additional classroom library resources based on theme/topic

#9- EL instructional component. Leveled readers provide minimum picture support for struggling
readers

#12 min. Decodable texts

#6 minimal opportunities for differentiation. Separate component for EL learners- "Language Studio”

Represents the diversity of our current society in a culturally responsive manner.

Program -

Does not occur

3
Sometimes occurs
Frequently occurs
Consistently occurs

Comments or concerns

#8- strong representation of diversity and cultural issues

#6 Strong content imbedded through each unit. Topics typically align with grade level content
standards in social studies

#7 text selection varies to represent our current and past society in a culturally responsive manner
#13 variety of text titles and topics, however no link to an essential learning or theme

#2 various text titles and topics

Quality/Production of materials including cover, binding, and print

Program -

Does not occur
Sometimes occurs
Frequently occurs

Consistently occurs

Comments or Concerns

#10- materials and format not engaging or appropriate for young readers. Lack of sequential
development for reading instruction (levels of texts jump from lesson to lesson with no building of
concepts, is not reflective of a typical student that age)

#6 intermediate materials appear to be better suited for the age level. Primary resources (K/1) do not
support methods for teacher young readers with picture support






The program has been shown to have positive scientific achievement results conducted by independent, peer reviewed, and
published research.

https://www.evidenceforessa.org/

Programs -
10 1 12 13

Does not occur
Sometimes occurs

Frequently occurs

9
(D
9,
(®)

O
®
O
O

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8

Consistently occurs

Comments or concerns

#1 curriculum shares positive results beginning from 2013 in some school districts

#6 three-year study in New York, identifies one grade level in one year that had greater gains
#11 does not share evidence of positive results

#13 did not see evidence of positive impact in student achievement or peer review

#2 co-author Irene Fountas, workshop model, gradual release model

The program supports learning at home
The program offers resources for teachers to communicate instructional goals to parents and help them understand the

difference between problem solving and answer-getting and offers suggestions for how to help their children with skills at
home including homework.

Homework assignments support classroom learning. Homework assignments extend concepts in the real world, for example,
gathering data at home.

The concepts in the homework are clear, accurate, and free of errors. May include digital component for parents/students
with calendar, resources, games, manipulatives, and ability to access homework from home.

Program -

Does not occur

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13

Sometimes occurs O
Frequently occurs (

O

Consistently occurs

Comments or concerns

#1 online resources, digital books, and games accessible to students and families at home

#7 several resources to communicate with families how to support at home and the intended
learning in each particular unit.

#11 online tools are available for students and families (leveled texts, online games)

#13 All materials are assessable at home. Teachers can adjust materials to individual students and
to communicate with families electronically

#2 anline tools for students to access at home






Textual materials are generally well organized and limit pictures/images that do not support the skills being developed.
There is appropriate use of font size and format for intended grade level, appropriate and varied pictures, tables, and graphs.

Key academic vocabulary or phrases may be boldfaced and/or italicized. Tables of contents, indices, glossaries, content summaries,

and assessment guides are designed to help teachers, parents/guardians/families, and students.
Program -
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 1 12 13
Does not occur
Sometimes occurs

Frequently occurs

Consistently occurs

Comments or concerns

#2 student materials well-designed to clearly identify targeted objective, stopping points throughout
the text supports the skill and and how to analyze the text. Vocabulary is highlighted

#1 teacher's guide lays out lessons in a sequential order. Identified objectives, additional resources
needs, each step of the lesson, separate books for assessments, foundational package, student

package, leveled text library,
#6 familv letter to send haome exnlainina tonics teacher materials in several skill boaoks abnronriate






		Blank Page

		Blank Page



		Group1: Choice4

		Group3: Choice3

		Group4: Choice4

		Evaluator Number: 30

		Text1: #4-Online tools available for assessments and practice. Various forms of support and to reinforce learned skills. Spanish version available. 
#8- online assessment tools, digital library & student editions, vocabulary notebook, comprehension coach, interactive whiteboard resources. Online PD. No Spanish version 
# 9min. Online resources/assessments. All materials are also in Spanish. Readers workshop model w/ mini lessons. No online interactive games
#10- K-2 only. Many online resources and games. Online student assesesments-however minimal details. Spanish materials available under option A- however no examples or details of what can be provided 
#12- no online tools other than assessments, to support learning standardsDoe snot include supplemental materials, PD, or various instructional materials. 
#6 digital library is available at additional costs
#7 supplemental materials and assessment resources are available in a digital format. Supplemental individual reading libraries and Spanish trade books are available. Additional digital resources include: teacher's manual, small group manual, assessment resources, versions of vocabulary texts for small groups, access to learning HUB (interactive whiteboard activities, tutorials, masters, PDFs, and professional learning media) 
#1 print and digital components, game based learning, online assessment tools, online reading/writing journal, Spanish resources, onlin ePD options
#11 3 web-based programs available (independent reading texts w/comprehension, vocabulary game, and activities for foundational skills) no Spanish resources mentioned 
#13 All text and materials are web based. Spanish leveled texts. Online tutorial on how to use resources, however no in-depth professional learning 
#2 interactive whiteboard lessons, digital tools for teachers, online planning tools, eBooks for teachers, student eBooks, online workspace for students, multi-media texts, online assessment tools, blended learning, no evidence of Spanish texts, I did not see professional learning tools 
#5 includes audio books, online resources for shared reading/IRA, professional learning calendar
#3interactive teacher editions, intervention/EL, epresentation, eBooks, eGames, students anthologies audio. No Spanish version 'p

		Text3: #4- In early grades, it does not appear there is a true formative assessment system for monitoring students as they acquire strategies for learning to read (example: running records). The intermediate grades (4/5) appear to have a comprehensive system to monitor students using a variety of methods that are more appropriate to that ability level. 
#8- online assessment tools. Same feedback as #4 as for primary grades 
#9- same as #4 and #8
#10 Weak assessment system
#12- lack of monitoring 
#6 minimal formative assessments. Paper/pencil 
#7 Strong, comprehensive assessment system including running records, class pictures, developmental reading inventory, social skills assessment, vocabulary, foundational skills assessments, individual reading observation tools, cooperative group assessments
#1 assessments are included (baseline assessments, module, level performance, selection tests, summative assessments, and performace tasks) Also includes EL assessments, fluency, running records, comprehension, vocabulary, writing, phonemic awareness
#13 running records and foundational skills assessments 
#2 running records, performance tasks, weekly skill assessments, various rubrics available, benchmark assessment, progress monitoring assessments for intervention/tiered students (foundational skills, fluency, etc) 
#5 Benchmark assessment system, running records, early lit. Assessments, phonics
#3assessments- diagnostic, skills assessments, foundational assessments, benchmarks, writing rubrics, listening/speakign rubrics. No running records 

		Text5: #4- Leveled texts are provided, however limited to four levels. 
#8- Level readers (only 4 levels), additional classroom library resources based on theme/topic 
#9- EL instructional component. Leveled readers provide minimum picture support for struggling readers 
#12 min. Decodable texts 
#6 minimal opportunities for differentiation. Separate component for EL learners- "Language Studio" All available text is the exact same in each grade level. There are no leveled readers
#7 curriculum includes an intervention system SIPPS (decoding intervention), instructional strategies for EL learners integrated into each lesson. Level readers are provided, however limited 
#1 scaffold strategies, Ready Up! Intervention 
#11 small group modules with leveled readers, 108 titles (6 each)
#13 leveled text, however minimal support for teachers to differentiate their instruction. EL text titles
#2 EL componment, lesson for newcomers, leveled texts, language workshop for EL, culturally responsive teaching component, 
#5 all components of a balanced literacy system. Leveled texts. Lit. Continuum text to support teachers to identify instructional apporaches based on what students can do successfully and independently 
#3- there are areas noted at the bottom of the lesson on how to differentiate the lesson, however w/minimal directions or support 

		Text6: #8- strong representation of diversity and cultural issues 
#6 Strong content imbedded through each unit. Topics typically align with grade level content standards in social studies  
#7 text selection varies to represent our current and past society in a culturally responsive manner 
#13 variety of text titles and topics, however no link to an essential learning or theme
#2 various text titles and topics 
#5 vaired themes/topics. Text sets to support 

		Text7: #10- materials and format not engaging or appropriate for young readers. Lack of sequential development for reading instruction (levels of texts jump from lesson to lesson with no building of concepts, is not reflective of a typical student that age) 
#6 intermediate materials appear to be better suited for the age level. Primary resources (K/1) do not support methods for teacher young readers with picture support
#7 Lessons are clearly identified and resources are of high quality. Strong selection of texts for read aloud/shared reading 
#1 several parts and resource manuals for teachers. Lesson components are spread out among the resources 
#11 no samples of texts or actual instructional materials 
#13 all online unless printed 
#2 Basal with textbook, leveled text, sound spelling cards, eBooks
#5 text-rich materials are clear, often with real pictures. Big books, as well as text to support all instructional practices 
#3 materials labeled clearly 

		Text8: #1 curriculum shares positive results beginning from 2013 in some school districts 
#6 three-year study in New York, identifies one grade level in one year that had greater gains 
#11 does not share evidence of positive results 
#13 did not see evidence of positive impact in student achievement or peer review 
#2 co-author Irene Fountas, workshop model, gradual release model
#5 evidence based instructional for K-3rd grades. Materials support the research on early reading behaviors from high level of support to independance. Provides a systematic approach to learning. 
#3 it is noted where and how each component supports research 
#9 components of core literacy practices (shared reading, read-aloud, foundational skills, close reading, phonics, guided reading

		Text9: #1 online resources, digital books, and games accessible to students and families at home 
#7 several resources to communicate with families how to support at home and the intended learning in each particular unit. 
#11 online tools are available for students and families (leveled texts, online games) 
#13 All materials are assessable at home. Teachers can adjust materials to individual students and to communicate with families electronically 
#2 online tools for students to access at home 
#9 take home letters and activities 
#8 family, letters, support for independent reading, progress updates, home activities, and recommended apps
#10 web based version for home use, parent portal w/ at-hone activities, teachers can post messages, parents can also read about what thier child is studying in class
#12 HW resources available, however lengthly & not parent friendly. Language would be a barrier for many families. HW required students to have access to several texts, specifically based on the content

		Group2: Choice3

		Group5: Choice2

		Group6: Choice2

		Group7: Choice4

		Group8: Choice3

		Group9: Choice2

		Group11: Choice3

		Group12: Choice4

		Group13: Choice2

		Group14: Choice2

		Group15: Choice4

		Group16: Choice2

		Group17: Choice4

		Group18: Choice2

		Group19: Choice2

		Group21: Choice2

		Group22: Choice3

		Group23: Choice2

		Group24: Choice2

		Group25: Choice4

		Group26: Choice2

		Group27: Choice3

		Group28: Choice2

		Group29: Choice2

		Group31: Choice3

		Group32: Choice3

		Group33: Choice2

		Group34: Choice3

		Group35: Choice4

		Group36: Choice4

		Group37: Choice4

		Group38: Choice4

		Group39: Choice2

		Group 41: Choice3

		Group 42: Choice4

		Group 43: Choice4

		Group 44: Choice4

		Group 45: Choice4

		Group 46: Choice3

		Group 47: Choice4

		Group 48: Choice4

		Group 49: Choice4

		Group 51: Choice2

		Group 52: Choice4

		Group 53: Choice4

		Group 54: Choice4

		Group 55: Choice4

		Group 56: Choice2

		Group 57: Choice3

		Group 58: Choice4

		Group 59: Choice3

		Group 61: Choice3

		Group 62: Choice2

		Group 63: Choice1

		Group 64: Choice3

		Group 65: Choice3

		Group 66: Choice2

		Group 67: Choice3

		Group 68: Choice3

		Group 69: Choice3

		Group 71: Choice4

		Group 72: Choice4

		Group 73: Choice3

		Group 74: Choice3

		Group 75: Choice4

		Group 76: Choice3

		Group 77: Choice2

		Group 78: Choice4

		Group 79: Choice4

		Text22: #2 student materials well-designed to clearly identify targeted objective, stopping points throughout the text supports the skill and and how to analyze the text. Vocabulary is highlighted 
#1 teacher's guide lays out lessons in a sequential order. Identified objectives, additional resources needs, each step of the lesson, separate books for assessments, foundational package, student package, leveled text library, 
#6 family letter to send home explaining topics, teacher materials in several skill books, appropriate  sequence of lessons with focus and time needed 
#5 materials are well organized by each instructional practice. The system guide creates an overview and purpose for each practice. Within each instructional practice are organized materials with lesson cards. Lesson cards are simple including needed materials, goals/objectives, sequences for instruction, questions, look-fors 
#3 there are minimal supporting resources for indepdnent practice or reinforcement. No leveled texts are provided. Blackline masters. 
#9 resources organized into kits with materials 

		Group80: Choice2

		Group81: Choice3

		Group82: Choice1

		Group83: Choice1

		Group84: Choice2

		Group85: Choice2

		Group86: Choice1

		Group87: Choice3

		Group88: Choice2

		Group89: Choice1

		Group90: Choice2

		Group91: Choice2

		Group92: Choice2

		Group93: Choice3

		Group94: Choice2

		Group95: Choice2

		Group96: Choice1

		Group97: Choice2

		Group98: Choice2

		Group99: Choice2

		Group100: Choice2

		Group101: Choice2

		Group102: Choice2

		Group103: Choice2

		Group104: Choice3

		Group105: Choice2

		Group106: Choice2

		Group107: Choice2

		Group108: Choice2

		Group109: Choice1

		Group110: Choice4

		Group111: Choice2






2018-2019 WCSD CAP K-5 ELA Program Evaluation Rubric

Evaluator Number

Includes a fully web-based version of the complete text, including interactive, and multimedia features appropriate for student
use, including home use, and accessible on a variety of digital devices and operating systems.

May include supplemental digital materials and enhancements such as virtual manipulatives, interactive games, and
video appropriate for collaborative and individual learning environments. May include online professional development
components and additional instructional planning resources for teachers.

May include resources in other languages (Spanish for our two-way immersion schools).

Program - 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 1 12 13

Does not occur

1 2 3
Sometimes occurs
Frequently occurs
Consistently occurs

Comments or concerns

1-game based learning, digital access to trade books, text collections, leveled texts. No evidence of

TM version

2. Interactive white board lessons, built-in online features, T can integrate own lessons-some
features available offline, S texts available through eReader, iRead adaptive 30" videos before
lessons

3. All components for T and S on multiple devices-T can annotate lessons; E Big Book, E
Presentation

Includes a balanced assessment program with a variety of formative assessments and a monitoring component.

Program -
Does not occur Sometimes

occurs Frequently occurs

®
®

Consistently occurs

Comments or concerns

1. Baseline, module-level (writing, speaking, listening), anchor-text assessments, summative/end of
unit with optional online, close read books, assessment book

2. Throughout daily lessons, 4 pt. rubrics, weekly tests with accommodation tips, EL formative ideas,
quick-write ideas weekly, PM assessments (K-2 foundational, 1-5 ORF), running records

3. Benchmark (phonics, alpha knowledge, vocab, comprehension, grammar), fluency component
with 3x/year benchmark and weekly checks

c






Provides Differentiated Instruction including the needs of diverse learners

Program -

Does not occur

Sometimes occurs

4
Frequently occurs .
Consistently occurs O

Comments or Concerns

1. Interactive audio digital tests, videos; read to self/working on writing/listening to reading/read to
someone/word work; gives support ideas/hints for EL and struggling readers/accelerated readers
2. Whole group/small group/independent; differentiated Spanish vocabulary; leveled readers; EL
support with ideas/suggestions, cross curricular connections; think alludes, special EL tab in TM
3. Dl and EL support for every lesson, tips for EL (approaching, on, beyond); essential questions;
worksheets for intervention groups; ELL kit; close reads

Represents the diversity of our current society in a culturally responsive manner.

Program -

Does not occur

3
Sometimes occurs
Frequently occurs
Consistently occurs

Comments or concerns

1. books/titles are both cartoonish and with photographs; diversity represented in texts and covers
2. Diverse authors with mini-bios relative to text; texts represent multiple ethnicities past and present
3. Lots of cartoon stories; titles represent diversity ("Fighting Discrimination”, "Monsoons", "Growing
up in Cuba"...)

4. Titles, stories represent wide degree of diversity
5. Lots of "photo" titles, high level of diversity

Quality/Production of materials including cover, binding, and print

Program -

Does not occur
Sometimes occurs
Frequently occurs

Consistently occurs

Comments or Concerns

1. Colorful; sturdy and colorful word/letter cards; sturdy Big Books

2. Colorful, picturesque, heavy duty;

3. All materials colorful, easy to read

4. All durable and colorful

5. High quality, lots of materials and resources; instructional/lesson cards in lieu of TM






The program has been shown to have positive scientific achievement results conducted by independent, peer reviewed, and
published research.

https://www.evidenceforessa.org/

Programs -
10 1 12 13

Does not occur
Sometimes occurs

6 9
Frequently occurs ‘ ‘

Consistently occurs

Comments or concerns

1. No evidence of research save for development research shared in product paperwork
2. Strong evidence for K-2 foundational components

3. Significantly positive and negative results

4. No significant positive results (vendor research done in Miami-Dade area)

5. No studies met inclusion requirements

The program supports learning at home
The program offers resources for teachers to communicate instructional goals to parents and help them understand the

difference between problem solving and answer-getting and offers suggestions for how to help their children with skills at
home including homework.

Homework assignments support classroom learning. Homework assignments extend concepts in the real world, for example,
gathering data at home.

The concepts in the homework are clear, accurate, and free of errors. May include digital component for parents/students
with calendar, resources, games, manipulatives, and ability to access homework from home.

Program -

Does not occur

5 6 7 8 9 10 1 12 13
Sometimes occurs =

O
jO

Frequently occurs

O
o

Consistently occurs

Comments or concerns

1. Parents get letter at beg of year with intro to program and how to access e-resources. HW
assignments may come from student workbook but not explicit

2. Online component but no evidence of specific HW or home connections. Workbook has spelling,
language/grammar, and comprehension

3. Nothing specific to HW but plenty of consumable books and all anchor and leveled texts available
digitally

4 ngﬂprq to parents in multinle lanauaaes: consumables offer HW opnortunities but nothina explicit






Textual materials are generally well organized and limit pictures/images that do not support the skills being developed.
There is appropriate use of font size and format for intended grade level, appropriate and varied pictures, tables, and graphs.

Key academic vocabulary or phrases may be boldfaced and/or italicized. Tables of contents, indices, glossaries, content summaries,

and assessment guides are designed to help teachers, parents/guardians/families, and students.
Program -
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 1 12 13
Does not occur
Sometimes occurs

Frequently occurs

Consistently occurs

Comments or concerns

1. Easy to walk through lesson; teacher talk easily found with lesson objectives; backwards design
model based on learning goals/big idea/essential questions

2. Teachers will have to flip back and forth in TM for each day's lesson (whole to small group),
grouped by topic of instruction. Teacher pages very busy with leveled reader lessons in TM

3. TM broken into week-long lessons w/ week at a glance pages; T script easy to find; TM for each
unit (6)






		Blank Page

		Blank Page



		Group1: Choice2

		Group3: Choice4

		Group4: Choice4

		Evaluator Number: 31

		Text1: 1-game based learning, digital access to trade books, text collections, leveled texts. No evidence of TM version
2. Interactive white board lessons, built-in online features, T can integrate own lessons-some features available offline, S texts available through eReader, iRead adaptive 30" videos before lessons
3. All components for T and S on multiple devices-T can annotate lessons; E Big Book, E Presentation
4. S and T digital platforms, performance tasks, book trailers (book talks) with optional S response]
5. E resources and videos for T, share reading/audio books/video library/context lessons/recording forms; reading record app
6. Discounted digital library (subscription) for gr. 4-5
7. Digital TM w/ embedded links for PD and other digital resources; all web resources are designed for T
8. Online lesson planner, family letters, TM, EL resources, Activities, videos, digital library, student eEdition
9. online assessments, interactive resources and instruction for entire program, videos, e-books, online parent letters and activities
10. All is accessible except 2nd grade chapter books; interactive activities, videos, worksheets; online games
11. Home use available for different devices and OS (ind. rdg., vocabulary, foundational skills)
12. Could find no evidence
13. Completely web-based

		Text3: 1. Baseline, module-level (writing, speaking, listening), anchor-text assessments, summative/end of unit with optional online, close read books, assessment book
2. Throughout daily lessons, 4 pt. rubrics, weekly tests with accommodation tips, EL formative ideas, quick-write ideas weekly, PM assessments (K-2 foundational, 1-5 ORF), running records
3. Benchmark (phonics, alpha knowledge, vocab, comprehension, grammar), fluency component with 3x/year benchmark and weekly checks
4. Weekly separate story with mult.choice/short answer, end of unit assessments, 
5. Summative and formative assessments with monitoring resources, reading record app
6. Beg/Middle/End of year benchmarks, mid/end of unit assessments (spelling, word recognition, comprehension, fluency), formative opportunities in each lesson, check for understanding, pre-made checklists and student record sheets
7. Small group placement tests, formative observational checklists, summative master/CRT (benchmark)
8. Check/re-teach embedded in daily lessons, fluency monitoring, weekly/unit tests, benchmark tests
9. Formative built into end of each mini (daily) lesson, 4 interim assessments, weekly/end of unit, text evidence question cards per each text)
10. Online assessments with auto-scoring, printable tests, closure activities, skills book, no evidence of PM
11. SEL competencies, formative assessment guidance throughout each unit, web-based data monitoring
12. Formal assessments, closure and guidance with questions at end of each lesson and assessment guidance
13. Reading rate, text-dependent questions, online lesson assessments, eBooks have mult.choice and short answer, Foundational assessments

		Text5: 1. Interactive audio digital tests, videos; read to self/working on writing/listening to reading/read to someone/word work; gives support ideas/hints for EL and struggling readers/accelerated readers
2. Whole group/small group/independent; differentiated Spanish vocabulary; leveled readers; EL support with ideas/suggestions, cross curricular connections; think alludes, special EL tab in TM
3. DI and EL support for every lesson, tips for EL (approaching, on, beyond); essential questions; worksheets for intervention groups; ELL kit; close reads
4. EL scaffolding support; weekly digital target lessons for EL; online learning components/games; visual vocab cards/workstation activity cards; Cole read exemplars mixed in weekly lessons
5. Interactive read-aloud/shared reading/guided reading/indep. rdg with conferring; Whole to small to indep. With class library
6. Read aloud so; strong writing component; language studio supports EL 5 proficiency levels (separate from whole group); heavy in phonological awareness (k-2)
7. DI small group reading (k-2), leveled readers, strategies/modifications for EL in TM; built in phonics in intervention (SIPPS); ELL notes embedded in weekly lessons
8. DI tips for special learners, above/below, EL embedded in daily lessons; whole/small group instruction, small group reading guidance separate TM
9. Shared reading, read aloud so, close reads; embedded meeting needs of S with disabilities/advanced learnings; K-2 foundational skills; EL supports in separate TM (shorter versions of advanced text with visuals
10. EL support tips; DI tips for below/on/above levels; closure "tuck in" for last 10 minutes to reinforce/extend skills; skill building book
11. Shared reading, interactive reading, phonics/word study; T tips for EL groups (emerging, expanding, bridging); articulation and transfer tips about English/Spanish differences, extensions of text/lesson; DI guidance on writing, scripted Think Alouds; Metacognitive mini-lessons with interactive texts
12. Guiding questions/big ideas; SEL focus; end of lesson "meeting students' needs" guidance
13. Reader's Theater/leveled books/decodable and phonics; Close reads; PBL packs; E books have read/listen options; very leveled; Spanish eReaders 

		Text6: 1. books/titles are both cartoonish and with photographs; diversity represented in texts and covers
2. Diverse authors with mini-bios relative to text; texts represent multiple ethnicities past and present
3. Lots of cartoon stories; titles represent diversity ("Fighting Discrimination", "Monsoons", "Growing up in Cuba"...)
4. Titles, stories represent wide degree of diversity
5. Lots of "photo" titles, high level of diversity
6. Civilizations from around the world and important contributions (e.g. Excerpts from Rosa Parks and other diverse bios)
7. Embedded SEL; student and read-aloud texts are varied and represent diverse population son throughout history
8. Multi-cultural stories; fiction/non-fiction texts show diverse representations
9. Diverse texts (topics) by diverse sets of authors
10. Book club contains authentic literature of different genres from different cultures
11. Very cartoonish/animals in primary grades; US presidents and topical figures in upper grades
12. Uses trade books not included with demo but knowledge of them tells me they represent diverse cultures
13. Books are somewhat diverse to the extend of looking at the limited sample

		Text7: 1. Colorful; sturdy and colorful word/letter cards; sturdy Big Books
2. Colorful, picturesque, heavy duty; 
3. All materials colorful, easy to read
4. All durable and colorful
5. High quality, lots of materials and resources; instructional/lesson cards in lieu of TM
6. TM are spiral and separated by units, consumables are typical and by unit; nothing is hardbound-not even student readers
7. TMs and consumables are book binding and spiral binding
8. TM and S books are heavy duty and colorful
9. Lots of materials (all appropriate heavy -duty) and come in separate boxes
10. Small TM but of quality
11. Limited due to samples but appear high quality; bright and engaging
12. TM's are book bound
13. All online unless printing leveled books

		Text8: 1. No evidence of research save for development research shared in product paperwork
2. Strong evidence for K-2 foundational components
3. Significantly positive and negative results
4. No significant positive results (vendor research done in Miami-Dade area)
5. No studies met inclusion requirements
6. No studies met inclusion requirements
7. No studies met inclusion requirements
8. Promising, content-based core ESL program
9. No data
10. Moderate: only K-2 studies completed
11. No studies found
12. No studies met inclusion requirements
13. No studies met inclusion requirements


		Text9: 1. Parents get letter at beg of year with intro to program and how to access e-resources. HW assignments may come from student workbook but not explicit
2. Online component but no evidence of specific HW or home connections. Workbook has spelling, language/grammar, and comprehension
3. Nothing specific to HW but plenty of consumable books and all anchor and leveled texts available digitally
4. Letters to parents in multiple languages; consumables offer HW opportunities but nothing explicit
5. Could not find evidence of HW component
6. Take home copies of student readers; family letters with each lesson and "home learning suggestions: consumable for each unit can be used
7. Family letter for end of each week with words/meanings and suggestions. No evidence of explicit HW but consumables and reading logs available
8. Online decodable/practice texts, family letters, consumables could be used but nothing explicit found
9. Monthly calendar with simple and engaging daily activity. Very interactive and easy to read. Requires parent to read to or with student and guiding question
10. Parent portal offers parents at-home activities, message board with teacher and Eng/Span take-home letters
11. 3 web-based components usable on variety of devices. Grade level literacy guide for families (Eng/Span) with tips for parents. No specific HW guidelines found
12. Special section at end of each unit with in modules with HW resources for families. TM has additional ideas/opportunities for HW
13. Must have Internet access and device. Leveled books can be printed and taken home. Could not find explicit HW component

		Group2: Choice4

		Group5: Choice3

		Group6: Choice1

		Group7: Choice4

		Group8: Choice4

		Group9: Choice4

		Group11: Choice4

		Group12: Choice4

		Group13: Choice4

		Group14: Choice4

		Group15: Choice4

		Group16: Choice4

		Group17: Choice4

		Group18: Choice4

		Group19: Choice4

		Group21: Choice4

		Group22: Choice4

		Group23: Choice4

		Group24: Choice4

		Group25: Choice4

		Group26: Choice4

		Group27: Choice3

		Group28: Choice4

		Group29: Choice4

		Group31: Choice3

		Group32: Choice3

		Group33: Choice3

		Group34: Choice4

		Group35: Choice4

		Group36: Choice3

		Group37: Choice4

		Group38: Choice4

		Group39: Choice4

		Group 41: Choice4

		Group 42: Choice4

		Group 43: Choice4

		Group 44: Choice4

		Group 45: Choice4

		Group 46: Choice4

		Group 47: Choice3

		Group 48: Choice4

		Group 49: Choice4

		Group 51: Choice1

		Group 52: Choice4

		Group 53: Choice2

		Group 54: Choice1

		Group 55: Choice1

		Group 56: Choice1

		Group 57: Choice1

		Group 58: Choice3

		Group 59: Choice1

		Group 61: Choice2

		Group 62: Choice2

		Group 63: Choice2

		Group 64: Choice2

		Group 65: Choice1

		Group 66: Choice4

		Group 67: Choice3

		Group 68: Choice2

		Group 69: Choice4

		Group 71: Choice4

		Group 72: Choice4

		Group 73: Choice4

		Group 74: Choice4

		Group 75: Choice4

		Group 76: Choice3

		Group 77: Choice3

		Group 78: Choice4

		Group 79: Choice4

		Text22: 1. Easy to walk through lesson; teacher talk easily found with lesson objectives; backwards design model based on learning goals/big idea/essential questions
2. Teachers will have to flip back and forth in TM for each day's lesson (whole to small group), grouped by topic of instruction. Teacher pages very busy with leveled reader lessons in TM
3. TM broken into week-long lessons w/ week at a glance pages; T script easy to find; TM for each unit (6)
4. Big scope/sequence booklet for each grade with big idea/question by week. All easy to see at a glance. TM easily laid out with T script prominent and 10 day at a glance
5. Lessons organized into folders; resources well laid out and easy to read very organized
6. Each lesson has focus objective; well organized with simple design in black/white; vocab in bold and T script bullet points or highlighted; suggested time frame for each lesson component. Very easy to read
7. TM looks like textbook: simple font with green highlight boxes; separate TM books for vocabulary and assessment
8. Lots of content on TM pages and visually distracting; good use of colored text for script, highlight of vocab and visuals of student text and worksheets.
9. TM has script in blue and italics; small displays of S text and lesson objective; easy to move through TM (not busy)
10. TM easy to read and use, very user-friendly with nice lay-out
11. Unit at a glance, week at a glance, think aloud script and reflect and discuss script; TM shows student text and worksheets; user friendly layout 
12. Book bound TM with ancillary manuals; TM reads more like a text book; each lesson has standards/how it links to previous work/specific notes to T
13. Completely web-based; interactive with hyper links (will need a lot of screen time and surfing) and big paradigm shift for non-tech savvy teachers

		Group80: Choice4

		Group81: Choice1

		Group82: Choice1

		Group83: Choice3

		Group84: Choice4

		Group85: Choice4

		Group86: Choice4

		Group87: Choice4

		Group88: Choice3

		Group89: Choice3

		Group90: Choice2

		Group91: Choice2

		Group92: Choice4

		Group93: Choice3

		Group94: Choice4

		Group95: Choice3

		Group96: Choice1

		Group97: Choice1

		Group98: Choice4

		Group99: Choice3

		Group100: Choice4

		Group101: Choice4

		Group102: Choice4

		Group103: Choice4

		Group104: Choice4

		Group105: Choice4

		Group106: Choice4

		Group107: Choice2

		Group108: Choice1

		Group109: Choice1

		Group110: Choice2

		Group111: Choice4






22 . CAPELA,
2018-2019 WCSD CAP K-5 ELA Program Evaluation Rubric

Evaluator Number

Includes a fully web-based version of the complete text, including interactive, and multimedia features appropriate for student
use, including home use, and accessible on a variety of digital devices and operating systems.

May include supplemental digital materials and enhancements such as virtual manipulatives, interactive games, and
video appropriate for collaborative and individual learning environments. May include online professional development
components and additional instructional planning resources for teachers.

May include resources in other languages (Spanish for our two-way immersion schools).

é

9- Program binder describes big books. Where are they?

9- Describes e-books. All materials available digitally. Some parts are web-based.

9- lots of attention paid to professional development/implementation plan

13- no print materials. | foresee spending a lot of extra money at the school level printing the books.
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Includes a balanced assessment program with a variety of formative assessments and a monitoring component.
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Does not occur

Sometimes occurs
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Consistently occurs
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Comments or concerns

Program -
Does not occur Sometimes

occurs Frequently occurs

(X000 °

Consistently occurs

Comments or concerns

9- includes a system for benchmark and interim assessments
13 - assessment is too curriculum-dependent
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Provides Differentiated Instruction including the needs of diverse learners

Program -
2 3

1
Does not occur Q Q .
Frequently occurs Q o .

11 12 13
(0 O
8 ()
(®)
Consistently occurs O . . . . '
Comments or Concerns

Sometimes occurs

OO®O

9- Intervention materials seem a little limited but there are lots of suggestions for differentiation.
13 - student learning can be differentiated with this program but this relies on student motivation to

push him or herself.
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Represents the diversity of our.current society in a culturally responsive manner.

Program -

Does not occur

Sometimes occurs

@O0 =
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4
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2
Frequently occurs Q

Consistently occurs

Comments or concerns
9- a variety of cultures are represented throughout the materials. Some diversity is represented but
still a lot of european history and culture represented. | looked mostly at 3rd grade. Latino/latina
characters very under-represented.

13 - hard to tell without looking through each text on the website
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Quality/Production of materials including cover, binding, and print
1

Does not occur Q

Sometimes occurs '

Frequently occurs Q

Consistently occurs g O

4
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()

(0 ¢

& @
Comments or Concerns

9- most materials appear to be sturdy enough to last and are presented in a professional way.
13 - this program would rely on school-based funding for print costs as well as ensuring one-to-one
access for every student
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The program has been shown to have positive scientific achievement results conducted by independent, peer reviewed, and
published research.

https://www.evidenceforessa.org/

Programs - /f/%
1

2
Does not occur Q Q
Sometimes occurs ' Q
Frequently occurs Q Q
Consistently occurs Q @

Comments or concerns
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9-program is fairly new and has not undergone true peer reviewed study
13 - cited studies do not address the program's use as a comprehensive, year-long literacy program.
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The program supports learning at home
The program offers resources for teachers to communicate instructional goals to parents and help them understand the

difference between problem solving and answer-getting and offers suggestions for how to help their children with skills at
home including homework.

Homework assignments support classroom learning. Homework assignments extend concepts in the real world, for example,
gathering data at home.

The concepts in the homework are clear, accurate, and free of errors. May include digital component for parents/students
with calendar, resources, games, manipulatives, and ability to access homework from home.

Program -
13

Does not occur

Sometimes occurs

Frequently occurs
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Consistently occurs
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Comments or concerns

9- family connections are mostly made through sending materials home
13 - the program seems as though it could be completed at home.
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Textual materials are generally well organized and limit pictures/images that do not support the skills being developed.

There is appropriate use of font size and format for intended grade level, appropriate and varied pictures, tables, and graphs.

Key academic vocabulary or phrases may be boldfaced and/or italicized. Tables of contents, indices, glossaries, content summaries,
and assessment guides are designed to help teachers, parents/guardians/families, and students.
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Comments or concerns

9- Materials are engaging for students with many options for supplementation. Occasionally the
teacher materials will require a lot of integration between materials.







2018-2019 WCSD CAP K-5 ELA Program Evaluation Rubric

Evaluator Number

Includes a fully web-based version of the complete text, including interactive, and multimedia features appropriate for student
use, including home use, and accessible on a variety of digital devices and operating systems.

May include supplemental digital materials and enhancements such as virtual manipulatives, interactive games, and
video appropriate for collaborative and individual learning environments. May include online professional development
components and additional instructional planning resources for teachers.

May include resources in other languages (Spanish for our two-way immersion schools).

Program - 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 1 12 13

Does not occur

1 2 3
Sometimes occurs
Frequently occurs
Consistently occurs

Comments or concerns

ELA.1 +Bilingual Text and online, Customizable digital lessons, games and projects online

ELA.2 +Digital readers, work texts, Readers app, leveled readers and e-textbooks, Spanish Options
ELA.3 +All components digital as well, books, presentations, games

ELA.4 +All components digital and print.

ELA.5 +Interactive - online; Audio books. -No foreign language options

ELA.6 +Digital Library. -No Foreign Language Option

Fl A 7 +\Nlah Racead Nntinne  _Nn Fnrainn | anniiana Nntinn

Includes a balanced assessment program with a variety of formative assessments and a monitoring component.

1 12 13
Program -

Does not occur Sometimes

occurs Frequently occurs

5
®

Consistently occurs

Comments or concerns

ELA.1 +customizable tests, student data tracking, variety of print/digital assessment

ELA.2 + Variety of assessments online, customizable, district options for tracking; Write Smart
ELA.3 +Customizable tests; assessments and benchmark tracking

ELA.4 +customizable tests and assessments

ELA.5 +variety and monitoring online

ELA.6 +Online assessments and monitoring






Provides Differentiated Instruction including the needs of diverse learners

Program -

Does not occur
Sometimes occurs

Frequently occurs

0
®
()
®

Consistently occurs

Comments or Concerns

ELA.1 +Variety of reading levels in each unit, support for ELL built in, GT and Interventions,
ELA.2 +Audio Reads, ELA support, Remediation and Intervention (no mention of GT)
ELA.3 + ELL Support, interventions, differentiated options for each lesson.

ELA .4 +Differentiated reading levels/leveled readers, ELL, interventions.

ELA.5 +Lots of books at differentiated reading levels, small groups for diverse learners
ELA.6 +EL Support, diverse range of texts, differentiated instructional plans

Represents the diversity of our current society in a culturally responsive manner.

Program -

Does not occur

3
Sometimes occurs
Frequently occurs
Consistently occurs

Comments or concerns

ELA.1 +Texts represent different cultures, genders, ethnicity, times, and challenges
ELA.2 +Diverse stories and texts, guided questions show diverse children.

ELA.3 +Diverse characters and stories, also diverse times

ELA.4 + Diverse cultures, stories, and characters

ELA.5 +Diverse books and readings

ELA.6 +Units include diversity in lessons - Feels monotone

Quality/Production of materials including cover, binding, and print

Program -

Does not occur
Sometimes occurs
Frequently occurs

Consistently occurs

Comments or Concerns

ELA.1 +good readers -student books soft cover

ELA.2 +Hard Cover student books, good individual readers, nice quality
ELA.3 +Decodable readers good quality, Hardcover books for students
ELA.4 +Hardcover student books, Quality readers

ELA.5 +Good Readers and lots of books






The program has been shown to have positive scientific achievement results conducted by independent, peer reviewed, and
published research.

https://www.evidenceforessa.org/

Programs -
10 1 12 13

Does not occur
Sometimes occurs
Frequently occurs

Consistently occurs

6 9
9, 9,
9 9,

Comments or concerns

ELA.1 -No Studies Met Inclusion Requirements

ELA.2 +Strong, One study K-2 ONLY

ELA.3 +- Significant positive and Significant Negative results in studies
ELA.4 +- No significant positive results

ELA.5 -No Studies Met Inclusion Requirements

The program supports learning at home
The program offers resources for teachers to communicate instructional goals to parents and help them understand the

difference between problem solving and answer-getting and offers suggestions for how to help their children with skills at
home including homework.

Homework assignments support classroom learning. Homework assignments extend concepts in the real world, for example,
gathering data at home.

The concepts in the homework are clear, accurate, and free of errors. May include digital component for parents/students
with calendar, resources, games, manipulatives, and ability to access homework from home.

Program -

Does not occur

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13

Sometimes occurs

Frequently occurs

Consistently occurs

(2
(2
®
®

®
®
®

Comments or concerns

ELA.1 +Online and print options abound

ELA.2 + Daily and weekly family connections; wasn't clear if/fhow they are customizable
ELA.3 +Options for Homework +Connect Ed

ELA.4 +Connect Ed

ELA.5 +Online options for homework

ELA.6 + Home letters and good Worksheets

Fl A 7 4+ Cnllaharative | iteracv Proaram






Textual materials are generally well organized and limit pictures/images that do not support the skills being developed.

There is appropriate use of font size and format for intended grade level, appropriate and varied pictures, tables, and graphs.

Key academic vocabulary or phrases may be boldfaced and/or italicized. Tables of contents, indices, glossaries, content summaries,
and assessment guides are designed to help teachers, parents/guardians/families, and students.

Program -
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13

Does not occur
Sometimes occurs

Frequently occurs

Consistently occurs

Comments or concerns

ELA.1 +images support text yet some are a bit much. -few "math" text features in K-3 (Graphs,
Charts, etc.) ex. Grade 2 text on earthquake didn't have a visual table or graph representing strength
of earthquake although it discussed Richter (bolded word in text) scale in text

ELA.2 +Images support text but don't crowd the page. -"math" text features in younger years are

missing (graphs, charts, etc.) Book two student text of grade 2 had no charts or graphs, just pictures
accomnanied hv teyvt
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2018-2019 WCSD CAP K-5 ELA Program Evaluation Rubric

Evaluator Number

Includes a fully web-based version of the complete text, including interactive, and multimedia features appropriate for student
use, including home use, and accessible on a variety of digital devices and operating systems.

May include supplemental digital materials and enhancements such as virtual manipulatives, interactive games, and
video appropriate for collaborative and individual learning environments. May include online professional development
components and additional instructional planning resources for teachers.

May include resources in other languages (Spanish for our two-way immersion schools).

Program - 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 1 12 13

Does not occur

1 2 3
Sometimes occurs
Frequently occurs
Consistently occurs

Comments or concerns

2: | found the online student component disorganized and difficult to navigate.

13: seems to be a fully web-based program. Gamified learning. ELL resources are extra.

10:the digital components seem cursory, not fully integrated. The pad for teachers is limited. No
reading materials in languages other than English.

1: digital materials seem comprehensive and interesting for kids. Biliteracy materials are integrated.

5: digital resources for teachers, but | didn't see resources for students or families.
6- diaital resolrces are naot incliided for the life of the nroaram- thev are extra after the first vear Not

Includes a balanced assessment program with a variety of formative assessments and a monitoring component.

5
Program - ‘
Does not occur Sometimes *

occurs Frequently occurs

Consistently occurs

Comments or concerns

2: Many varied assessments and a lot of support for long-term monitoring. Clear instructions.

13: not a very robust assessment system. Has a few assessments, but all individual, no discussion.
10: assessment occurs frequently enough, but the program is not clear about what skills are being
assessed. The assessments seems to take the power out of teachers' hands in favor of using the
program without question or expertise.

1: assessment is ongoing, connected to lessons and units. Assessment is not only surface-level






Provides Differentiated Instruction including the needs of diverse learners

Program -

Does not occur

Sometimes occurs

Frequently occurs

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 1 12 13
Q)
®

Consistently occurs

Comments or Concerns

2: The ELL components are disconnected/ not well integrated into the instructional plan for native
speakers. ELL components seem to be an add on.

13: provides leveled readers and assessments. ELL materials are extra. Kids move at their own pace.
10: the program provides clear differentiation opportunities.

1: includes differentiation strategies for all levels, including those who are above grade level. Includes
resources for supporting ELs.

Represents the diversity of our current society in a culturally responsive manner.

Program -

Does not occur

3
Sometimes occurs
Frequently occurs
Consistently occurs

Comments or concerns

2: The pictures and some literature represent diverse people's, but the instruction includes
assumptions that students are white or of majority culture. Example: a lesson about names stated
and included practice for first and last name only. Referred to having one last name.

13: surface-level diversity. Some books have diverse characters, but not much diversity of
experience, culture, etc.

10: the program says it includes lasting lessons that are culturally relevant, but | couldn't find any.

Quality/Production of materials including cover, binding, and print

Program -

Does not occur
Sometimes occurs
Frequently occurs

Consistently occurs

Comments or Concerns

2: materials are of high quality and full color.

13: website is beautiful and would appeal to kids.

10: student materials seem high quality, but teacher materials are a bit flimsy.
1: teacher materials are a bit flimsy. Student materials are good.

5: thick pages, clear instructions for assembling materials.






The program has been shown to have positive scientific achievement results conducted by independent, peer reviewed, and
published research.

https://www.evidenceforessa.org/

Programs -
10 1 12 13

Does not occur
Sometimes occurs
Frequently occurs

6 9
Consistently occurs ‘ ‘

Comments or concerns

2: the program refers to studies that show its effectiveness, but the evidence seems scant or could
be refuted.

13: research is only in small groups and summer sessions. Major lack of research to support district-
wide adoption except for supplemental use.

10: research is mostly about the importance of learning to read. Studies cited lack context.

The program supports learning at home
The program offers resources for teachers to communicate instructional goals to parents and help them understand the

difference between problem solving and answer-getting and offers suggestions for how to help their children with skills at
home including homework.

Homework assignments support classroom learning. Homework assignments extend concepts in the real world, for example,
gathering data at home.

The concepts in the homework are clear, accurate, and free of errors. May include digital component for parents/students
with calendar, resources, games, manipulatives, and ability to access homework from home.

Program -

Does not occur

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13

Sometimes occurs

Frequently occurs

(D
(®)
®
@

Consistently occurs

)
®
O

Comments or concerns

2: | didn't see much evidence of family engagement, but the program says that it is included in every
unit and lesson.

13: students can access the materials at home and parents can comment on student work.
Superficial family engagement.

10: really vague ideas and engagement component

1: not much evidence of family engagement.

5. 1 didn't see much mention of familv or home enaaagement






Textual materials are generally well organized and limit pictures/images that do not support the skills being developed.

There is appropriate use of font size and format for intended grade level, appropriate and varied pictures, tables, and graphs.

Key academic vocabulary or phrases may be boldfaced and/or italicized. Tables of contents, indices, glossaries, content summaries,
and assessment guides are designed to help teachers, parents/guardians/families, and students.

Program -
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13

Does not occur
Sometimes occurs
Frequently occurs

Consistently occurs

Comments or concerns

2: | find the teacher materials to be confusing and perhaps overwhelming. | was not clear about how
the student text connected to the teacher text.

13: seems well organized and straightforward, but there is very little support for teachers.

10: student materials don't seem to provide textual support (highlighting, bold, etc.). Not many
graphs that | saw. Lots of worksheet type materials.

1: materials are well oraanized and clear
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		Group1: Choice4

		Group3: Choice3

		Group4: Choice4

		Evaluator Number: 36

		Text1: 2: I found the online student component disorganized and difficult to navigate.
13: seems to be a fully web-based program. Gamified learning. ELL resources are extra.
10:the digital components seem cursory, not fully integrated. The pad for teachers is limited. No reading materials in languages other than English.
1: digital materials seem comprehensive and interesting for kids. Biliteracy materials are integrated.
5: digital resources for teachers, but I didn't see resources for students or families.
6: digital resources are not included for the life of the program; they are extra after the first year. Not a very robust suite of digital resources.
3: all materials available digitally. No multilingual sources. 
7: digital materials are for teachers and classroom use mainly. I didn't see any online tools for students to use outside the classroom.
8: Includes a digital library and other resources and games. Does not include multilingual resources.
11: includes limited web-based components that are supplemental or complementary to classroom program. Does not provide multilingual materials.  
9: program includes a wide variety of web-based components that complement in-class work. Many bilingual (Spanish/English) resources. In fact, the whole program is available in both Spanish and English. 
12: All materials are available digitally and in print.  It seems to be focused on digital, open-access materials with a print-to-digital transition support.
4: lots of materials available online with full text for students and resources for teachers. 

		Text3: 2: Many varied assessments and a lot of support for long-term monitoring. Clear instructions.
13: not a very robust assessment system. Has a few assessments, but all individual, no discussion.
10: assessment occurs frequently enough, but the program is not clear about what skills are being assessed. The assessments seems to take the power out of teachers' hands in favor of using the program without question or expertise.
1: assessment is ongoing, connected to lessons and units. Assessment is not only surface-level comprehension. Includes progress monitoring tools.
5: high quality, comprehensive assessment with monitoring.
6: assessments are disconnected from the content of the reading and writing materials, I.e. Grammar work that is unconnected to the story students will read.
3: includes initial diagnostics and ongoing assessments. The ongoing assessments are mostly multiple-choice. Informal assessments don't include a way to track progress.
7: assessments include interaction between teachers and students, providing a more comprehensive assessment profile.
8: includes assessment activities, but those assessments do not require interaction between teacher and student (or very little). Mostly multiple choice assessments. 
11: includes assessments and progress monitoring, but the assessments aren't very robust. Focused only on a few key skills. No mention of writing assessment.
9: assessments are ongoing and multi-faceted for reading skills. I did not see any mention of writing assessment in the progress monitoring information. 
12: assessments are vague and there does not appear to be a progress monitoring component. Assessment is built into every lesson, but it is not always clear whether those assessments are research-based, widely-accepted assessment methods. Includes formative and summative.
4: assessments are focused on standardized, multiple choice assessment. Not much support for formative or informal assessments. Includes a progress monitoring component for the standardized tests. 

		Text5: 2: The ELŁ components are disconnected/ not well integrated into the instructional plan for native speakers. ELL components seem to be an add on.
13: provides leveled readers and assessments. ELL materials are extra. Kids move at their own pace.
10: the program provides clear differentiation opportunities.
1: includes differentiation strategies for all levels, including those who are above grade level. Includes resources for supporting ELs.
5: lots of opportunities to differentiate.
6; there are differentiation materials for challenge and support in the teacher text, but the ELL materials are missing or somewhere else. The differentiation seems disconnected from the purposes and content.
3: Lots of opportunities for differentiation built into the teacher's guides. 
7: Because there is a lot of teacher-student interaction in the assessments, there are more opportunities for differentiating based on the learners in the classroom. 
8: many differentiation supports. 
11: provides some guidance about differentiating reading strategies in small groups and independent learning. Doesn't provide support for ELs.
9: Lots of EL support. Program includes whole and small group work and independent work, which allows the teacher to differentiate frequently.
12: Lots of differentiation support in each lesson.
4: Leveled readers help teachers differentiate. Provides ELL support

		Text6: 2: The pictures and some literature represent diverse people's, but the instruction includes assumptions that students are white or of majority culture. Example: a lesson about names stated and included practice for first and last name only. Referred to having one last name.
13: surface-level diversity. Some books have diverse characters, but not much diversity of experience, culture, etc. 
10: the program says it includes lasting lessons that are culturally relevant, but I couldn't find any. Some stories have diverse characters but much of the other material is dominant culture.
1: diversity includes writing about injustice as well as diverse characters.
5: diverse texts, authors, and topics.
6: texts seem VERY disconnected from today's society and only cursorily culturally responsive.
3: some authentically diverse texts and topics. Some engagement with diverse questions and themes.
7: some authentically diverse texts and topics. Not much engagement with culturally responsive questions or activities. 
8: includes current events that represent diversity. Includes attempts to tackle sensitive cultural issues. 
11: it's difficult to say based on the materials provided. Scholastic's partnership with We Need Diverse Books is helpful. I saw some references to current diversity.
9: There seems to be an emphasis on mainstream, white, dominant culture, but each unit does include diverse materials. Often those diverse materials still represent the white perspective (see, for example, the 5th grade book about the Indian Removal Act). 
12: materials are focused on social justice and support ELLs through authentic literature and true engagement in the lessons. Books engage diverse topics and lessons are built on diverse discussion and engagement. NOT superficial diversity.
4: Text and topics represent diverse people and ideas. 

		Text7: 2: materials are of high quality and full color.
13: website is beautiful and would appeal to kids.
10: student materials seem high quality, but teacher materials are a bit flimsy.
1: teacher materials are a bit flimsy. Student materials are good.
5: thick pages, clear instructions for assembling materials.
6: materials are high quality.
3: materials are high quality
7: materials are high quality
8: materials are high quality
11: difficult to judge from materials provided. Scholastic's materials are usually high quality.
9: materials are high quality. Student books appear sturdy.
12: a bit difficult to judge. Are all materials digital? They offer print services. Sample materials are high quality and in-color. Not sure about the online components. 
4: materials are high quality.

		Text8: 2: the program refers to studies that show its effectiveness, but the evidence seems scant or could be refuted. 
13: research is only in small groups and summer sessions. Major lack of research to support district-wide adoption except for supplemental use.
10: research is mostly about the importance of learning to read. Studies cited lack context.
1: instructional strategies, organization, and sequences are supported by research. Studies of implementation provide mixed results. Especially troubling is the increased achievement gap for students of color in New York.
5: lots of high quality research
6: one study cited about implementation in New York City schools. Results were good, but this is not a robust evidence base for this program.
3: choices in the program are based on solid research.
7: well-researched choices inform the program and materials.
8: cites a single small-scale study, and the results are not that impressive.
11: includes a lot of research to support the program choices of guided and interactive reading. No studies citing the efficacy of the program in schools with students. 
9: program cites current and useful research to inform program choices and construction. Also cites a few studies of implementation that seem to show improvement in students who learned using the program. 
12: research cited was about the alignment of the curriculum to standards, not about efficacy or about research-based practices. 
4: several implementation studies that show modest improvements in student achievement. Program has research-based practices embedded most of the time. 

		Text9: 2: I didn't see much evidence of family engagement, but the program says that it is included in every unit and lesson.
13: students can access the materials at home and parents can comment on student work. Superficial family engagement.
10: really vague ideas and engagement component
1: not much evidence of family engagement.
5: I didn't see much mention of family or home engagement
6: I didn't see any mention of family and home engagement.
3: digital materials can be accessed at home, but not much home or family engagement beyond the work done in the classroom.
7: specific activities and resources for family engagement
8: includes family letters, but no digital home components.
11: includes a guide to support family engagement, but some of those materials are an additional cost and not included with the program. Seems that the ideas are not well integrated with the program. 
9: program includes family engagement materials. While they appear to be supplemental or optional, they are comprehensive and complementary to the classroom work. 
12: one of the best I've seen about home and family engagement. Lots of connections and encouragement to actually engage the content at home. 
4: not much discussion of family engagement component. 

		Group2: Choice2

		Group5: Choice3

		Group6: Choice2

		Group7: Choice2

		Group8: Choice3

		Group9: Choice4

		Group11: Choice4

		Group12: Choice4

		Group13: Choice3

		Group14: Choice3

		Group15: Choice4

		Group16: Choice2

		Group17: Choice4

		Group18: Choice2

		Group19: Choice3

		Group21: Choice3

		Group22: Choice3

		Group23: Choice4

		Group24: Choice4

		Group25: Choice4

		Group26: Choice2

		Group27: Choice4

		Group28: Choice4

		Group29: Choice4

		Group31: Choice4

		Group32: Choice2

		Group33: Choice3

		Group34: Choice4

		Group35: Choice4

		Group36: Choice2

		Group37: Choice3

		Group38: Choice3

		Group39: Choice3

		Group 41: Choice3

		Group 42: Choice4

		Group 43: Choice4

		Group 44: Choice4

		Group 45: Choice4

		Group 46: Choice4

		Group 47: Choice4

		Group 48: Choice4

		Group 49: Choice4

		Group 51: Choice3

		Group 52: Choice2

		Group 53: Choice4

		Group 54: Choice3

		Group 55: Choice4

		Group 56: Choice2

		Group 57: Choice4

		Group 58: Choice1

		Group 59: Choice2

		Group 61: Choice2

		Group 62: Choice2

		Group 63: Choice3

		Group 64: Choice2

		Group 65: Choice2

		Group 66: Choice1

		Group 67: Choice4

		Group 68: Choice3

		Group 69: Choice3

		Group 71: Choice4

		Group 72: Choice3

		Group 73: Choice4

		Group 74: Choice3

		Group 75: Choice4

		Group 76: Choice3

		Group 77: Choice4

		Group 78: Choice2

		Group 79: Choice4

		Text22: 2: I find the teacher materials to be confusing and perhaps overwhelming. I was not clear about how the student text connected to the teacher text.
13: seems well organized and straightforward, but there is very little support for teachers.
10: student materials don't seem to provide textual support (highlighting, bold, etc.). Not many graphs that I saw. Lots of worksheet type materials.
1: materials are well organized and clear. 
5: very organized
6: materials are generally well organized and texts are clear and easy to use.The student text does not seem that engaging for students in places. 
3: materials are well organized and appropriate. 
7: well organized and appropriate.
8: some of the materials seem inappropriately basic or childish for 5th grade. Good highlighting of key vocabulary and ideas. Includes graphs and graphics with support for how to read those.
11: difficult to judge, but the samples appear well organized and appropriate. 
9: materials are well organized for both teachers and students. 
12: materials are clear, but it is unclear how the materials work with digital vs. print. NOT enough reading included. A whole quarter is too much to focus on a single novel. 
4: materials are clear and well organized. The 5th grade materials seem too young for 5th graders in print and pictures. Good highlighting of words in the text. Teacher materials are easy to follow. 

		Group80: Choice2

		Group81: Choice2

		Group82: Choice4

		Group83: Choice3

		Group84: Choice2

		Group85: Choice3

		Group86: Choice4

		Group87: Choice2

		Group88: Choice4

		Group89: Choice2

		Group90: Choice2

		Group91: Choice4

		Group92: Choice3

		Group93: Choice2

		Group94: Choice3

		Group95: Choice2

		Group96: Choice3

		Group97: Choice1

		Group98: Choice2

		Group99: Choice2

		Group100: Choice4

		Group101: Choice2

		Group102: Choice4

		Group103: Choice3

		Group104: Choice4

		Group105: Choice2

		Group106: Choice3

		Group107: Choice2

		Group108: Choice3

		Group109: Choice1

		Group110: Choice2

		Group111: Choice3






2018-2019 WCSD CAP K-5 ELA Program Evaluation Rubric

Evaluator Number

Includes a fully web-based version of the complete text, including interactive, and multimedia features appropriate for student
use, including home use, and accessible on a variety of digital devices and operating systems.

May include supplemental digital materials and enhancements such as virtual manipulatives, interactive games, and
video appropriate for collaborative and individual learning environments. May include online professional development
components and additional instructional planning resources for teachers.

May include resources in other languages (Spanish for our two-way immersion schools).

Program - 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 1 12 13

1 2 3
Does not occur O O O
Sometimes occurs

Frequently occurs

Consistently occurs

Comments or concerns

#1-has a Biliteracy Pathway with parallel language programming. Has Spanish trade books in
addition to leveled readers. Online at home access, PD, full videos

#4-Has ELL resources and Wonders for ELL students. Webmaterials but do not see any PD for
teachers.

#5 no Spanish?, limited at home resources

#7-no Spanish resources, have online resources but not entire student book

#10-no Snanish? "Mav have Snanish"

Includes a balanced assessment program with a variety of formative assessments and a monitoring component.

Program -
Does not occur Sometimes

occurs Frequently occurs

®
®

Consistently occurs

Comments or concerns

#1-wide variety of assessment, utilizes Running Records, Has assessment embedded within daily
instruction.

#5-only K3, would have to get another program for 4-5, however assessment seemed all tied
together-words, vocabulary, phonics, writing was all cohesive.

#3-full texts of books?
#6-is not assessment driven, sets up program with more informal assessment through the year. Has






Provides Differentiated Instruction including the needs of diverse learners

Program -

Does not occur
Sometimes occurs
Frequently occurs

Consistently occurs

O
®
(D
©

Comments or Concerns

#1-focuses is on scaffolding strategies, and has Intervention book. Includes Spanish and resources
for ELL. Differentiation for above level seems a little broad, but otherwise strong for Below. Focuses
on building strategies for self-monitoring.

#5-relies more on teacher knowledge to meet diverse learners. System is setup so teachers have a
wide range of tools but there are no instructional prompts or suggested dialogue to help with
differentiation. Has books at all levels A-Z.

Represents the diversity of our current society in a culturally responsive manner.

Program -

Does not occur

3
Sometimes occurs
Frequently occurs
Consistently occurs

Comments or concerns

#1-Books have a wide range of diversity represented. Since texts seem mostly nonfiction, not as
much fiction to explore issues around diversity beyond visual differences.

#4-recognizes "teachers must implement linguistically and culturally responsive teaching
practices">moves beyond having diverse selection of books.

#5-wide range of books including a wide range of cultural diversity. Leave instructional strategies us
to teacher to individualize for the students.

O 4o 1 M L FEPE R Ph iC

Quality/Production of materials including cover, binding, and print

Program -

Does not occur
Sometimes occurs
Frequently occurs

Consistently occurs

Comments or Concerns

#1-Love that student book is soft back but do seem potential longevity issues with it. Teacher's Guide
should have tabs for ease of access. Otherwise, very well made.

#2-Student response books somewhat flimsy

#5-includes full editions of all books. Other programs don't.

#10-student books are paper. Will have to repurchase every year, even more. | see some of these






The program has been shown to have positive scientific achievement results conducted by independent, peer reviewed, and
published research.

https://www.evidenceforessa.org/

Programs -
10 1 12 13

Does not occur
Sometimes occurs

6 9
Frequently occurs ‘ o

Consistently occurs

Comments or concerns

#1-strong research component, did studies with school districts in OH and NC with program, showed
data. Additionally, uses research support for study.

#10-only through 2nd grade, provides links but nothing specific. Seemed to be about skills over the
actual basal

#6-at the end of each language and skills chapter there is a reference list but there is minimal

The program supports learning at home

The program offers resources for teachers to communicate instructional goals to parents and help them understand the
difference between problem solving and answer-getting and offers suggestions for how to help their children with skills at
home including homework.

Homework assignments support classroom learning. Homework assignments extend concepts in the real world, for example,
gathering data at home.

The concepts in the homework are clear, accurate, and free of errors. May include digital component for parents/students
with calendar, resources, games, manipulatives, and ability to access homework from home.

Program -

Does not occur

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13

Sometimes occurs

Frequently occurs

O

Consistently occurs

)
®
O

Comments or concerns

#1-Has online at home access, but don't see any components within Teacher's Guide.

#5- Don't see any homework components but no worksheets!! (That's a huge positive)

#2- Has a clearly defined parent/at-home component explained in the Program Materials. Utilizes
online materials for at home resources

#7-Did not see anything about At-Home resources, resources for parents, or homework. Does have
online component that parents "may" be able to access

#9-has Home-tao-School connections. and take hame activitv calendars that ao home everv 3






Textual materials are generally well organized and limit pictures/images that do not support the skills being developed.
There is appropriate use of font size and format for intended grade level, appropriate and varied pictures, tables, and graphs.

Key academic vocabulary or phrases may be boldfaced and/or italicized. Tables of contents, indices, glossaries, content summaries,

and assessment guides are designed to help teachers, parents/guardians/families, and students.
Program -
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 1 12 13
Does not occur
Sometimes occurs

Frequently occurs

Consistently occurs

Comments or concerns

#3-stories do seem too complex for grade level. Excellent use of scaffolding within but difficulty and
complexity seem high.

#8- teacher edition seems confusing

#7-entire series hard to navigate as they separate reading from vocabulary, meaning making, and
writing. Could see this becoming cumbersome for teachers to access during their ELA block.
#6-Divided inta Skills | anauaade. and Writina. mav take trainina to understand. | ack of actual
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		Group1: Choice4

		Group3: Choice3

		Group4: Choice3

		Evaluator Number: 37

		Text1: #1-has a Biliteracy Pathway with parallel language programming. Has Spanish trade books in addition to leveled readers. Online at home access, PD, full videos 
#4-Has ELL resources and Wonders for ELL students. Webmaterials but do not see any PD for teachers. 
#5 no Spanish?, limited at home resources
#7-no Spanish resources, have online resources but not entire student book
#10-no Spanish? "May have Spanish" 
#8- no Spanish? "May have Spanish"
#2-entire book online, PD, full teacher resources, snooks, portal for teacher-student interaction. Breadth of resources can be overwhelming--may be hard to navigate. Has Spanish resources and Spanish English glossary. 
#9-full Spanish resources, and online resources. 
#6-does not have the entire system online 
#11-fully online program with additional resources including videos and PD. Spanish instructional materials are not available at this time. 
#13-entire program is online. Has Online PD, etc for teachers. However, lack of tangible materials is a negative. You can print off all the materials, including books for students. Has Spanish leveled readers. 
#12-has instructional videos online and implementation resources but does not say if there is anything else. No Spanish resources. 

		Text3: #1-wide variety of assessment, utilizes Running Records, Has assessment embedded within daily instruction. 
#5-only K3, would have to get another program for 4-5, however assessment seemed all tied together-words, vocabulary, phonics, writing was all cohesive. 
#3-full texts of books?
#6-is not assessment driven, sets up program with more informal assessment through the year. Has a beginning, middle, and end of year assessment protocol. Each Language Studio has formative assessment teachers can incorporate within their daily instruction. 
#7-Only has reading assessment guide for students grades 3-6 (recognizing standardized testing begins then) but lack of support for K-2, does have informal, conference-like assessment questions for variety of reading tasks (visualizing, wondering, etc) But, I think the system of Heinemann (#5) for such strategic actions is more effective. 
#10-assessment seems very shallow. Doesn't get into complexity of reading behaviors.
#8-assessment seems to be the focus. Lack of informal monitoring 
#2-wide variety, includes information on text complexity to prepare teachers/students. Daily formal and informal assessment. 
#4-has online Intervention, Weekly Assessment, and informal assessment/monitoring integrated within the weekly units. 
#13-entirely online assessment component with a front page that makes assessment easy to navigate. Parents can access. Assessment seems driven via the computer--meaning students would do a Running Record by reading to the computer. Highly problematic. 
#12-has beginning, middle, and end of year assessment but only has optional daily informal assessment in grades K-2. O

		Text5: #1-focuses is on scaffolding strategies, and has Intervention book. Includes Spanish and resources for ELL. Differentiation for above level seems a little broad, but otherwise strong for Below. Focuses on building strategies for self-monitoring. 
#5-relies more on teacher knowledge to meet diverse learners. System is setup so teachers have a wide range of tools but there are no instructional prompts or suggested dialogue to help with differentiation. Has books at all levels A-Z.
#10-leveled readers are only below, on, above. 
#8-differentiation mostly with below level students
#2-differentiation with struggling, on, advanced, and ELL. Wider variety of instruction as they have resources to differentiate phonics, comprehension, fluency, vocab, reteaching. Leveled Readers A-Z. Resource for Linguistic Contrast with 6-8 languages. 
#6-Has sidebars for struggling learners, yet nothing explicit. Program is set up for individualization so the materials, ideally, depending on teacher, are accessible for all learners. Other programs have specific materials and/or instructional foci for those learners and this program does not have this. 
#7-little differentiation, mostly focusing on below level students. Does not have differentiation every day, has trade books for K-2 but don't believe they are at A-Z
#9-the focus is very much on ELL students and/or below level students but nothing for advanced learners or different types of learning. 
#11-has leveled readers, has differentiation within each. 
#4-at end of each weekly unit in teacher edition, has differentiated instruction for small groups and large groups. Below, on, above, and ELL in reading and phonics. Has "Differentiate to Accelerate" pages for each week. Again, Beyond Level students do not have has much support. 
#12-does not have Guided Reading as it is heavily phonics structured. Therefore, not much differentiation beyond their decidable readers and their small group instruction which they ask teachers to make differentiated. They do have a Differentiation pack and Resource Manual but it is worksheet driven versus instruction that meets the needs of the students. 
#13-Has ELL component, and leveled readers for AA-Z but have not seen much/if any resources for above level students. Focuses on below level. Has a UDL framework but no specific ways to individualize instruction for learners. 

		Text6: #1-Books have a wide range of diversity represented. Since texts seem mostly nonfiction, not as much fiction to explore issues around diversity beyond visual differences. 
#4-recognizes "teachers must implement linguistically and culturally responsive teaching practices">moves beyond having diverse selection of books. 
#5-wide range of books including a wide range of cultural diversity. Leave instructional strategies us to teacher to individualize for the students.
#8-10, readers visually depict range of cultures but questions and activities as if all children are middle class white.
#6-since this program centers around building background knowledge and expanding on it through the grades, there is an historical and scientific component to the program as well as an unit on Different Lands, Similar Stories (exploring different origins of popular fairy tales. However, it rarely gets into current society and cultures. 
#7-books are not that diverse, instructional strategies do not reflect cultural diversity 
#9-while books may be visually diverse, they are not culturally diverse as leveled readers fall into stereotypes. Questions neglect considering the students.
#11-includes a variety of literature reflecting a range of cultures but only provided snippets of instructional materials so it is hard to make a fair assessment. The guide provides an action statement about culturally responsive materials but without the actual materials to observe it is hard to tell. 
#12-Hard to tell as there are no reading materials--a few picture books for each grade level are provided but they aren't the most culturally diverse. The decidable readers are not as well. Instructional strategies don't reflect learning styles. 
#13-states that materials are culturally responsive; however, since there are no tangible materials to look at it is hard to assess the veracity of this claim. Also no way to see if instructional cues are culturally responsive as well. M

		Text7: #1-Love that student book is soft back but do seem potential longevity issues with it. Teacher's Guide should have tabs for ease of access. Otherwise, very well made. 
#2-Student response books somewhat flimsy 
#5-includes full editions of all books. Other programs don't.
#10-student books are paper. Will have to repurchase every year, even more. I see some of these barely lasting through the school year. 
#9-books are very flimsy. Leveled readers are also weakly bound.
#11-it is hard to rate this as there are no physical copies of the materials. There are only binders of printed samples of what the materials will look like. Knowing and having used Scholastic materials, I would assume the quality would be high but cannot honestly assess these materials as there are no actual student/teacher editions to look at.
#4-some children's editions are hard back and some "soft" bound. 
#13-Only had a binder for us to view. Program is online and teachers can print materials but paper-based materials will not last long. Any tangible materials they say are available were not present to assess. 
#12-Decodable readers are incredibly small and would be impossible for emerging and beginning writers to actually write in. Student materials are flimsy. Teacher materials seem okay. 

		Text8: #1-strong research component, did studies with school districts in OH and NC with program, showed data. Additionally, uses research support for study. 
#10-only through 2nd grade, provides links but nothing specific. Seemed to be about skills over the actual basal
#6-at the end of each language and skills chapter there is a reference list but there is minimal research about the efficacy of this program compared to others. They do cite on NYC study but that is not enough for fidelity. 
#8-says it is research based but very vague/broad
#7-states the creators have pulled from research (all high-profile and well respected researchers); however, do not show any data of how this specific program meets achievement standards 
#4-did efficacy testing in several school districts. Has strong research support for components of program. 
#13-cites research, stated program was done with districts with 100% FRL and low SES and/or with students with disabilities. No research done with larger school districts or with a wider range of students. 
#12-says it is research based and has been evaluated by EdReports but no data of using program in schools. 

		Text9: #1-Has online at home access, but don't see any components within Teacher's Guide. 
#5- Don't see any homework components but no worksheets!! (That's a huge positive)
#2- Has a clearly defined parent/at-home component explained in the Program Materials. Utilizes online materials for at home resources
#7-Did not see anything about At-Home resources, resources for parents, or homework. Does have online component that parents "may" be able to access
#9-has Home-to-School connections, and take home activity calendars that go home every 3 weeks. 
#6-Has a really small take home component that is up to teacher discretion. No other mention about homework.
#11-there is a family engagement component but the materials are available only at additional cost and not included. 
#4-has school-to-home letters and online components you can access at home but not seeing any weekly homework components. 
#13-since program is online there is at-home access; however, nothing is stated within the binder about what this homework/at-home access looks like beyond being the same program the teacher sees. Parents can see student progress but not much at-home work.  
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		Text22: #3-stories do seem too complex for grade level. Excellent use of scaffolding within but difficulty and complexity seem high. 
#8- teacher edition seems confusing 
#7-entire series hard to navigate as they separate reading from vocabulary, meaning making, and writing. Could see this becoming cumbersome for teachers to access during their ELA block. 
#6-Divided into Skills, Language, and Writing, may take training to understand. Lack of actual children's literature is discouraging (leveled readers/read aloud books are all program written stories. Upper grades do have classic literature stories but one could question engagement). Does have a great vocabulary component that is well designed. 
#11-This is hard to assess as we are only provided with copies of one unit from each grade level to look at. Again, knowing Scholastic I would assume organization and visual clarity would be high but it is unfair to assess this against others. 
#4-do not like how differentiation is at the end of each week instead of incorporated within. A few other structural/organizational components do not make the reading of the program streamlined.
#13-Hard to assess this since we only have binder of materials. Program is online and based on screen-shots it does seem accessible but can't fairly speak to the organization of the program. 
#12-find this program incredibly confusing. 
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